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ASS BRYNGWRAN TO HOLYHEAD 

ARCIIA EOLOG ICAL ASSESSMENT 

PROPOSED ALTERNATJVE ROUTE NO.1 A D lA 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report contains the results of an archaeological assessment carried out on altemative routes I and I A of the proposed ASS 
across Anglesey. An archaeological assessment has already been carried our for the published route (GAT Report No· s 195 and 
204), and the alignment of the allernati\ e route differs in specific areas only. Therefore on ly the additional sites to be affected are 
included in this report. If the impact upon a site previously catalogued has changed then this will also be noted. 

2.0 METHODOLOGY 

An assessment has been carried out consisting of a desk-top study with no lielcl research. Information has been co llated from the 
Gwynedd Sites and Monuments Record, archive records held by Anglesey and Gwynedd Archives Services and the University of 
Wales, Bangor, and two series of aerial photographs, one vertical and one oblique. Although there are no known sites of 
significance on this route, a full evaluation has not been carried out, and the lack of known sites should nor be taken to mean that 
no archacolog) will be affected. 

3.0 RESULTS 

3.1 East section 

3. I. I lmroduction 

This alternate route leaves the red route cast of Valley. and runs north of that vi llage, along the north side of the Stanley 
£:.mbankmcnr, north of the Alum inium Works and then back onto the red roUle west of the railway either south of the Penrhos 
industrial estate (route l) or norLh of the industrial estate (route I A). Therefore the impact upon c;itcs I to I I remains the same. 
but there wi ll be no impacr upon the remainder, with the exception of s ite 20, the Stanle) Embankment. 

3.1.2 Si1e ga=etteer 

This section describes those sites identified during the desk-based sLucly as being on or close to the line of the proposed (l lternate 
route. 

30. Crop Marl< SH 30507920 
Category: E impact: Constderable 
An aerial photograph shO\\S long parallel dark lines in the vegetation running no1th to south acros~ most of the field joined at the 
southern end just to the north of the field boundar) (AP No 52:253 Longdin &. Browning urveys Ltd). It is difficult to know 
.,... hat these represent, but they appear to be man-made. and are probabl) ditches. 
Recommendation fo r further assessment: Cany 0111 addifional e'·aluation fieldwork to ascertoin slaflts of site. 
Recnmmeudation for mitigatory measures: To be decided. 

31. Clyn Sll 30057961 
Category: D Impact: Considerable 
A building shown on the 184 I I inch OS map of Holy head and 13angor (Sheet 78) called Gl) n, but it is absent from the 25 inch 
map of 1900 (2nd Edition AnglcsC) Sheet Xl.l2). Nothing is visible on the aerial photographs. 
Recommendation for further ussessme/11: Carry out addiliona/ evaluation fieldwork to ascertain Sial us of siti!. 
llecommendation for mitigatory measures. To be decided. 

32 F'ielcl System SH ~9487983 
Catcgo1y: C Impact: Considerable 
Evidence of a possible earlier fi eld system, probably of 16th or 17th century date, revealed on an aerial photograph (/\P No 
52:250 Longdin & Browning Surveys Ltd). lt was already out or use by 1900 as the boundnries nre not present on the 25 inch 
OS map \lf that date(AnglcSC) Sheet X 1.12). 
Recommeudllliou for furtlter assessment: Car!J' out addilional evuluation fieldwork to ascertain stallts of sire. 
Recommeudatinn for mitigatory measures: To be decided. 



33. 19th Ccntu r) Bu ilding SH 28517988 
Category: D Impact: Considerable 
The 25 inch OS map of 1900 (Anglesey Sheet Xl. l2) shows a building to the north of Valley Foundry which is absent from later 
ed itions. and is not visible on the aerial photographs. 
Recommewlation fur.further assessment: Carry out additional evaluation fieldwork to ascertain status ofsite. 
Recommendation for miliJ:alory measures: To be decided. 

20. Stanley Embankment SH27858020 
Categ01y: A lmpoc1: Considerable 
The embankment (sometimes called Pont Lasinwen), designed by Thomas Telford, was stat1ed in 1822 and opened in 1823. It is 
considered by civ il engi neers to be ont: of the principal engineering works on the road (Trinder, 1980; Sivewright, 1986), and 
Telford described it as one of his more diflicult undertakings in Wa les. The contractors for the job \\ere Gil l, Hodges and Co .. 
and during the summer of 1822 there were over 350 men employed in its construction. and 7 vessels ca.JT) ing stones from 
quarries at Red Wharf Bay (Hughes, 1963). The embankment was over 1300 } ds in length, and because the tide rose 12 ft above 
the level of the sand~. the embankment was made 16ft high. so that the roadway was 411 above the level reached by the sea at htgh 
tide. The roadway itself was 24ft wide and protected b) parapet walls. The cost of the cot1struction of the embankmenr was 
£20,134. Its function was to carry the London- Holyhead road over the Afon Lasinwen, the tidal strait between Holy Island and 
Ang lesey. The construction of the embankment changed Lhc landscape sou th of the embankment. allowing the retention of a 
larger body of standing water now referred to as the Inland Sea. ln 1846-8 the railway line was constructed along the south side 
of the embankment, and the south parapet wall was raised to divide the road from the railway. 
Recommendalion for flu/Iter assessment: /\one 
Recommeudatitm for mitigawry measures· Design any new ~lmctures to compliment the exisling. Detailed recording before any 
disturbance. 

34. " Danish Fort'' SH 26308 150 
Category: E Impact: Considerable 
rhis site is described as a "Danish fort" b) Stanley in 1868 on his map of antiquities on Hoi} Island (Stanley W 0 I g6& -
Ancient Circular Habitations on Holyhead Island called Cytiau'r Gwyddelod- Archaeologia Camhrensis 1868- p385-400). The 
location or nature of this site is not known, and its authcnticit) is dubious. fl is probable that an} remains which may have existed 
have already been heavily disturbed by the construction of the existing road. 
Recommeudatiou .for f urther assessment: Can:v oul additional evaluation .fieldwork to ascerwin status of site. 
Recummendatio11j'or mitigaiOIJI IIleasures: To be decided. 

3.2 West section 

3 2. 1 Introduction 

The rou te changes in this section are sligh t, and the impact upon sites I to 12 described in GAT Report No. 195 are unchanged . 
However 2 additiona l sites ha\'e been idemi fled from archive sources. which "'iI I be affected by route I , although not by route 
I A. No additional sites were identifted on route I A. The sites are describe{] below: the site numbers run on consecutively from 
those in repott No. 195. 

3.2.2 Site gCEeffeer 

13. Cac Enga n SH 25628140 
Category: D Impac1: Considerable 
A farmstead noted on the Pen rhos Estate Map of 1817 and the I R40 Tithe Map. of probable 18th century origin. lt appears to 
hove been large!} des11·o)ed by the creation of the industrial estnte. 
Recommetulaliort for fiu tlter assessment · Cany out additional evaluation fieldwork 10 ascertain status of site. 
Recom mendation for mitigatory measures: To be decrded. 

14. Glan gors bach Sll 25878152 
Category.' D Impact: Considerable 
II. small farm of at least 18th ccntur") date, but mostly destroyed when the present A5 was re-routed for the construction of the 
Aluminium Works. 
Recommendation forji~rtlter assessment · Cany ow additional evaluation fieldwork to ascertain staills of site. 
Recommendation .for m irigmory measures: To be decrdec/. 

4.0 SUMMARY 

II. desk-top stud) has been carried out on Alternate routes I and I A. This has identified a number of sites which will be affected 
by the alternate routes. although nont! are of high archaeological significance, with the exception of the Stanley embankment. In 
the east section. t\\0 ronner buildings (sites 3 1 and 33) ha\'e been identified, but one is certainly 19th centuf), and the other 



(Giyn) is unlikely to be older than the 18th century. T•vo sites (30 and 32) were noted from aerial photographs, and require 
further work before mitigation measures can be recommended; site 30 is particu larly difficu lt to intorprcl. One site (34) is 
recorded in antiquarian sources, but, if it ever was a site, would appear to be no longer present. In the west section, two fo rmer 
farmsteads, considered to be of local significance, would be affected b) alternate route I. 

Current e\ idence would suggest that there is not a significant difference herween the impact upon the archaeology for alternate 
routes I and I A and the published route. 
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