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Welsh Historic Churches Project 

Gwynedd Gazetteer: Cacrnarfon 

Introduction 

This church survey was earned out during 1993-5 as pan of a Cadw funded proJect which looked at all 
the pre-19111 century Welsh churches in the ownership of the Church in Wales. An Introductory report 
has been written \\ hich summarises the information \~ 1thin the gazetleer. 

The gazeneer is fairly self explanatory: it is divided primarily into four geographic areas. Anglesey, 
Caernarfon. Conwy Valley and Meirionn}dd. and within each area the churches are listed 
alphabetically. Each area is separately bound. 

l::nch entry contains basic information e.g. its grid reference and dedication, and also its primary 
rcft'rence number (PRN) through which it can be idt!ntiticd within the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 
Sites and Monumt.:nt Record 

1\SSt'Ssment ratings are given for s ix criteria. These rating~ are not absolute. but arc rclati\·e to the 
other churches\\ 11hin the proJect. Further study could well give rise to the need to change man} of the 
ratrngs. \\ hich ha-.c been made in the light of a srnglc ficiJ visit and present knowlcJgc 

The tl.!xt descriptiOn ~~designed to giv..: an adequate architectural description and hi-;tury. and to 
highlight areas ofponicular tmponance. 

The list of refcrenct.:5 J'oll<m Ill g. each entry are those which huve been consulted. but they arc not 
nccessaril) complete 

·\ndrC\\ Da\ id..,on 

(,w~ ncJd Archaeological I n"t 
)lll)~ 



Welsh Historic Churches Proj ect 

c~) neud Cat:etteer 

Caernarfon C hurches 

Aber Parish Church 
Aberdaron Parish Church 
Abercrch Parish Church 
Beddge le11 Parish Church 
Betws Gam1on Parish Church 
Boduan Parish Church 
Botwnnog Parish Church 
Bryncrocs Parish Church 
Caernarlon, St Mary's Church 
Carnguwch Parish Church 
Ceidio Pari~h Church 
Clynnog Fa\H Parish Church 
Criccteth Parish Church 
Deneio Parish Church 
Dolbenmacn Parish Church 
Dwygyfylchi Parish Church 
Fdern Pansh Church 
I lanaelhaeam Parish Church 
I lanarmon Parish Church 
Llanbcblig P:msh Church 
Llanbedrog Parish Church 
Llanberts Parish Church {Nant Perisl 
Llanddcinrolen Parish Church 
LlanJegai Parish Church 
Llandudwen Parish Church 
L!Jndwrog Parish Church 
Llandygwnning Parish Church 
Llanengan Parish Church 
Linn faclrh ys Parish Church 
Llanfaglan Pnrish Chu rch 
Llanfnir is Gacr Parish Church 
Llanfnirf;,:chan Parish Chun.:h 
Llanfihangcl Bnchellaeth Pansh Church 
Llantihnngel y Pennant Parish Church (Crn) 
Llangian Parrsh Church 
Liang\\ nnadl Parish Church 
Liang} bt Parish Church 
Llantcst)n Parish Chun.:h (Crn) 
Llanlkchid Pansh Church 
1 lanllyfni Pansh Church 
Llannor Parish Church 
Llanrug Parish Church 
Llan'' ndn Parish Church 
Llan)Siutnd\\ y Parish Church 
Penllech Parish Church 
Penmorfa Parish Church 
Pt·ntir Parish Church 
Pistyl l Parish Church 
Tretlys Parish Church 
Tudwciliog Parish Church 
Ynyscynhncam Pnrish Church 



GAZETTEER OF CH URCH ES:CAERNARFON ABER PARJSII CIIURCH 

ABER PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6900 

PRE 1974 COUl>. TY: Caemarfon NGR: SH65317268 
DEDICATION BODFAN 
DIOCESE: Bangor Rl fRAL DEANERY: Arllechwedd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATI NGS 
Survival of Medie' al architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

(ll' NERAL 

I 'e1y poor 
Nune 
\lcditllll 

Survival of firrings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

fhe site of a mcdicval church. listed in the Nom ich tax at ion ol· I :254 (Lunt 1926, I QQ), which was demolished in 1878 
when a new church wa~ ln11lt. fortunately ~outh of the orig111al church. The intcrc.:st of the site is enhanced by the 
former presence of the adp1..cnt llys. motte and associatcJ bond 'dlage. 

C I'\IETERY 
fhc church~ard i~ trrcgulnr in fonn with a curved stone-walled boundary from the north around to the cast with a 
-;ub~tan t ia l 3-.:.l tn drop to the house and gardens uf Tan y Fynwcnt on the north-eastern side. A linear wal l bounds the 

I Cl )' JII.IUI' 

Guvd 
Gl)lu/ 

ro.1d on the \\Cstcm side. The churchyard \~as extended on the south side in 1878 (NLW B/C/1 ). The former linear 
snuth~rn boundar;. ts no\\ marked b} :l 'er;. low bank and a I me of yew trees. The original churchyard was used for burial 
until rl·centl) and the nonhern wall was e\poscd during th\." improvement of the /\55 in I994. The main entrance to the 
churchyard was onginall~ on the nonh "ith an entrance to the rt::dory on the eastern s1dc. At present the main 
t'llll.lnCt.: IS at the end ol the road leadmg to the northern end of the churchyard c'tcnsion. The area of the churchyard 
\\ '<I~ gi' en as I acre nnd:! I po les in o terrier of 18')9 (NL W B.'TI,' l ) 

Ml DirV /\L Cl ILIRCI I 
I he medie' a! ~.:hurd1 ,11 1\ber. 1\ hen dcscnbl'd 1n 1776 prior to the construction ol the \\estern tower in 1811, consisted of 

.1 n:\\ e and chancel 1nth a south chapel at the cast end and a south porch (GAS X, PE/1 56). Some ot the windows 11erc:: 
noted as being of the late 15th or earl) 16th centur;. but it i.; unknm~n \\ hether these were inserted or contcmpor31) with 
the butldmg of the lhurch Lcw•s described tht:. building il'i "nn ancient and spilclous c;tructure with a good square 
tower" and conSI\llll~ or "a nave ;~nd t:hancel of equa l length. the latter lighted wnh a series of low windows, differing 
111 st: le nnd probably in:.crt~:d at various time..,." (lewis S I SJ.3. 1\8 E). The church with its additional tower of 18 I I 
( llughcs and Nonh 1()2.J, 2) "as t.Jemolbhcd in 1878 \\hen a m:w church was erected to the south in an extension of the 
church)anl. At rrt.:~cntthc location of the mcdle\al churdl cJn only be traced as a raised area within the heavily 
oH:rgrO\\ n ongmal diUrch) ard. although II'> loc.llion can be tixcd from an outline ground plan of the mcdtcval church 
m.Hie m I 878 to accompan~ the conscumion documents fot the new church (NLW B,C' I). 

MODERN CHURCII 
[he present chun::h .1t Aber "as built in an e\tcnsion co the south of the origu1al churchyard in 1878 (NI. W BIC/1) to J 

c.lo.: s J~n b) Pugu1./\shlm und Pugin (CI.~rkc 1%1, 27) 

FITfi'NGS 
,\ number of flllings from the earlier dll!rch are 1101\ co be found in the present church. particularly the Communion Table 
of mid 17th century d::tte and fon t or Post-reformation d::ttc, as wl!ll as a number of I Sth century memonals (RCAHMW 19 ,, 
2). 

Date Visited: I Q91 5 

I 1.., f O t Rf.H IU.:'>.C I.., 
Cl;ul.c ~I I I <l61 h Church Hutltltn!! & ( hurch f(c>lllriltiun 111 C ~lrn:trll'llshill.: Dunng I he I CJih Ctllllll)' 7 ransuCiions of Cacnwn·un.slllrl! His1onwl .\.n ,.., t I ul :;2 r 
( ilynnc Sir\ R I ()UO '''lcS on the tlldt.:r Chur.:hcs 111 tile hlllr Welsh DiltC~Sc~ . tnluwnlogw Cmn/>r,'IIHS t"ol ,\'I'll pp I ll'l 

llughc> & NL1t1h 1924 //r,· ()JdChw·dt.•s o/SIIIHtdrllll<l pp 152-155 

I C\11\ <; 1!03 lot •U.I!f•IJ'IIft ,d fltclwnary (J /II'uln \fll 

I llfll \\ l (ell) llJ:?.C• / 11,· I' dwlllvn of'"""' " I '5./ 1'1' )<)2 

I<( "'tl\t\\ 195t• ( '""lllo/1\ u /1.1/111 ,• I 111 1 I '"'1'1' 2-.:> 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON ABER PARISH CHURCH 

Sno\\donia National Park SociCt) 1984 1\ddillonal notes on the Churches 1/ught!s & North- nt<! 0/dC/mrches ojSnoll'donia pp 29-1 

136 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CA ERNARFON ABERDARON PARJSH CHURCH 

ABERDARON PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6901 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Cacrnarfon NGR: SH 17322637 
DEDICATION HYWYN 
DIOCESE: Oangor RURAL DEANERY Ll}n S fA fUS: Regular use 

ASSESSM ENT RATINGS 
Su rvival of Medieval arch itecture 
Potential fo r architectura l investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

Good 
Mediwn 
(7noci 

Su rviva l offittings 
Potential for archaeo logical investigation 
Group Value 

l'ei:J' pool' 
Gnoci 
I i:ry pour 

GeNERAL 
l his church is ment ioncd c .I 094 (Jones A I <J I 0. 135) when the canons provided a boat for the passage of Gru ffydd ap C,! nan 
to lrelnnd. It is mentioned again in 1115 when the canons gave sanctuary to Gruffydd ap Rhys of Deheubarth . There is a 
document of 1252 which is an agreemt'nl between the abbot and canons of Bardsey and the secular canons of Aberdaron. It 
b listed 111 the Norw1ch ta\ation of 1254. \\here it had the highest value in the Deanary of Lleyn. This site is almost 
cenainl.! thnt of an ~.:arl) \\'elsh mona"tll church (Cias or Mother church). which developed into a portionary church in 
the 13th ..:entur~ Its c.trl~ history, and the presence of romam:sque architecture. make it one of the most important 
... ire-. m Gw~ ncdu 

Cl:.ME f[RY 
I h~: churchy,mJ ''a~ w·igmall} curvil inear m rorrn as shown in 1812 (GAS Cefnamlwch Estate Maps) and I 840 (GAS Tllhe Map 
\bcrdaron} anJ '''h terraced into the stccpl) rising ground on the cast and north-cac;t The churchyard was extended to 

<.:o'>er the steep!~ mmg. !!round to the cast and north-east in 1906 (EIItss W J 1950, II). The present sea wall which 
\\ "" built 111 the latt: I 9th centUI) encroacht:d on the southern boundary of the churchyard and in 1995 this wall had 
~o:<'llap~t:d onto tht: bc,1ch I he churchyard has been co\ered "ith stom1 blown sand throughout its his tory. 

~II URCI f 
t\ church oft\\ t> l'qual ,11<;1.:-;. the ont: tu the north being the ongma l nave and chancel. lengthened to the cast in the 
13th ct:ntu~. fhc '>Outh a1slc "as .tdded 111 the 16th century In the 18th century the western end of the south aisle 
\\,ts u-.cJ as .t school anJ the blod.cd "mdo'' in the west \\all of the aisle probably dates from this time The church had 
tnlkn mto disrcpatr b.! the early I C)th cen tur\ :Jnd "as abandoned A new church was built just outside the village to 
rcpl.11:c tt. IIO\\ c\ t:r the old church" <1' rl·stored in 1868 b) I knry Kennedy of Bangor \\hen the roof to the nave and 
lltam:d vvas bui lt. a '' 1nJlm inserted into the '\Oll th door of the south nisle and the Interior replastered . In 1906 the 
Have. chancel arH.l snt1th .1i sle "u·c rcll<wred '' 1tlt wood blocks. the north wall or the nave was replastt'red and the 
\ l'.tt lng replac..:d . 

'-\H 
I he lo\\er hah~:s ol the l.:ntral and \\l'~lern ~ect10n ofthe north wall and the \\C~t wall of the nave of the church date 
from the I :?th l'l'ntllr,!. ha~ed on th~: dating of the plain Romanesque western doorway of three cham fercd orders and the 
hlod.t:d round- ln:;~Jed doorway at the cast em end of the north wa ll. In the 13th century the church was ex tend~d to the 
c:"t fhe sho1 tn<.'s~ oi' this extension implies that it replacl!d a 12th century apse::. There is a possible straight joint 
JUSt to the \\cst of the blockt'J ::.lit" indo\\ in the 13th or l<lth century north wall e\lt:nsion in the position of the 
pmjectl'd ilpse 

CllANCI:.L 
I he e:..tension of the chunctl is dated by the two-centred relieving arch above the inserted early 16th century east 
window. Although this may be either 13th or 14th century in date the replacement of a semi-circular apse with a 
rectangu lar chancel in the 13th century is paralleled at Bangor Cathedral. In the 14th or 15th century the walls of the 
nave and chnncel were ra1sed, possibly due to the build-up of sand in the churchyard. and the belfry was added. The 
fragments of 15th century \\in dow tracery in the church suggest that a window or windows of that date were inserted into 
the south "all of thl! church. t\ slit\\ indO\\. now blocked, in the north wall of the chancel was inserted some time after 
the 13 th century to add c\tra light to tlw altar. The east window of three trefoilcd and ogee headed lights has been 
rl.'!storcd in late I Sth ct:ntury sty lc, citht:r in the 16th century or during the 1868 restormion. 

SOU I H AISLE 
In the cnrly 16th centu1~ tht: church \\aS enlarged by the additton of a south aisle. divtded from the nove and chancel by 
..tn arc<Jde of li\ c b.ty<; The arcadt• is supportt:d on octagonal pier.;" ith moulded caps and bases, and is of four-centred 
.trche\. The east '~mdu\\. of fi\'e cinqucfoiled and ogee-headeu ltghts. the mo eastern windows in the south" nil, both 

IP 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON ABERDARON PARISH CHURCH 

of three uncusped pointed lights within a four-cen tred head, and the blocked doorway at the west end of the south wall 
of the south aisle an: cont~mporary with the arcade. The roof of the south aisle, although restored, dates from this 
time. Plastered walls with wood bloc(.. noor. 

FITTINGS 
Font of 15th or 16th CLntury being a plain octagonal grit:>tone bow I and pedestal '] Wtl fragments of 15th century wmdO\\ 
tracery in the north ap,k 

Ori-IER 
Auilt of local rubbk with gritstone dressrngs. The external walls are careful!; pointed. and structural details are 
vis tble. The intenor io.; plastered. Slate roof 

The tloors are of wood blocl-.s. laid in I 906 

Dat~: Visited: 1994 5 

US'I (IF REf.I::R I:: \0'-
<.Inr~c .\J L I W>l b Chur~h llu1hlm!! & l'hurch Rcswr.lt llHl in Ca~rnarmn~lurc During the I <lth Ccllllll) I r.msactiom n(( 'ot•nun•,mflur~· /-Its tone a/ ~oct.:tl I o/ 22 p 

Cnh\lc) r JIJCJ.U \.:rccn & I nil!> tn Wale' lrdhh'ulogw Combrc'IISIS I,, \'('II/I PP 87 

1·11"' \\ J 195(1 1 h~ Churd11•l <,~ant H)") n. \b~rJawn Tronsacuom (\(Cur:rnarwmluro! lll.\lun,al So,,,.,_, I oil/ pp 5-35 

( ' "nne S.ir ~ R I '100 :\ole' on the Ot..kr Chun:hc' 111 th.: Four \\ elsh llit>CO:\l'' . lrcltueologt,t C<11nbr, 11.11.< I''' \ J II np 16Q-171) 

11;1111 111'15~ .I/Juuq•ttOI/u((ucnllltTUII.\fttr<'l\fl1}-/81/ f'f' 306-307 

Junco; ,\ I Q I 0 Tlr,· /IWor1' 11/ (ir'!f(l'llcl •'f! (\nun pr 135 

l•>lln Rc\ Ill IS~Qh •\ n<•ll;il\kdlc\ a \'-VII lrr lt<t<'<ilupo C,w,,r,•tr.w I ol /l ' pp :!7-35 

I unt \\ I· tcJ) 19:!(> lit,· I a/tta/ttm «!( \, ,rlltclt /_';.J Pll IIJU 

'\;a,h-\\'i lham, \ f- 1115(1 /Itt• f,,r/1 Clutslt,tl/ 1/onum,•trl.• t•f II oh .< pp S·l 

1'.1hncr \ N I R~h 1 he l'nrtt<>O.If'\ t hurchc, <•I :-.tcJIC\ ;1l :-:unh \\ .1lc' lrch,tl'tJinl!,t.J (',unhrctt.•rs I •11111 Ill' I •1-l -1 '>h 

l'.:nnant I 1'191 I I •Ill til II 1/ ., I o/11 Pfl 21l' 

IH \11\1\\' I'><•~ r,,,·m,u ,,,,,,,,,. l'u/ 111 ll'.·.•t PJ'I 1-2 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON ABERERCH PARISH CHURCI I 

ABERERCH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6902 

PRE 197<1 COUNTY. C::Jcmarfon NGR: Sl-139653657 
DEDICATION: C'AWRDAF 
DIOCESE: Bangor RlJRAL DEANFRY: Llyn STATUS Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential fo r architecLUral investigation 
V ,Jiuc of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Good 
l"e1y ponr 

l 'el)' poor 

Survival of fitt ings Good 
Potential for archaeological investigation Medium 
Group V::Jiue 1\ one 

An tntacst ing medieval church, with some possible early work ofthe 13th century, but mainly of 14th to 16th century 
date. It developed from il ~imp le single ce ll church to a longer church separated with a rood screen, to a double aisled 
church. The early roof trusses and 16th century stalls are noteworthy (RC' AHM W 1964, 9- 1 I). 

Cl i\1ETERY 
I ht~ church is mentioned m the 1\orwtch ta'\ation of 1254 (Lunt WE 1926. 190) fhe churchyard i'i pol) gonal in form \\ tth 
a stone-walled boundary. The east and south-east boundat) may have originally been curvilinear. The churchyard has 
been extended on the cast and ~Olllh cast side after I 889 nnd a curved raised area I m high marks the position of the 
cast antl south-east bo11nc.lary within the present churchyard. The boundary to the churchyard has been starightcned on tht: 
remaining sides and appears to h::t\'e been encroached upon by property boundaries or the vi llage on the north, west and 
south stdes. The main l'ntrancc to the churchyard is on the west side and there is a further entrance to the north. The 
cemetery. becuase of its long period of usc. ts of good archaeological potential. In addition. the fields to the south 
1' l the churchyard and in the area of the houses on the north and west may also prove to contain archaeological remains. 

< IILIRCII 
I\ church with structut -tlly und ividt;d chanc~· l and navt· and a north aisle. The eatl icst work is possibly 13th century. 
but the majority of thl.! prl.!sl.!nt structure dates from the late ltlth to the 16th century The building appears to have 
dcH:Ioped from ::t struLiurally undividetlnave and chancel. first '' ith an extension to the east. then by the addition of a 
twnh chapel to the nunh of the chancel. and then by the westward C\tension of that ch::tpcl into a north aisle. 

\AVF 
\ '-hCnt ~tretch of 11 1tt 1g on the north wall or the nave with the undingnostic remains of the lower ra11ofa bludecl 
dunn~<sy nw)' be earltcr than the 14th century: the argutn\.'lll J'or th1s is thnt a door in this position would be oflinle 
u5c once the \\Cst 1-Ith centuf) door \\aS butlt. also the wall is slightly thicker at this point, implying it is the 
rcm::tnnt of an earlier ,tructurt: built 1111u the present building 

I he \\ails of the na' c;: .lnd earlier chancel \\en.: rebuilt in the l-Ith or. at the latest, earl) 15th cemury. -,he west 
door. with rebated jambs <tnd arched ht.!ad. t<; probably of th i:. date although the head has possibly been raised and 
rebuilt. The roof ol tlw nuve is origina l. ctf seven arched-braced trusses with cusped diagonal struts. Before the 
L'J~tcrn extension was b11i lt trusses si'\ and seven lay over the chancel. with truss seven concealed by a boarded ceiling. 

LIIAI'.CEL 
!he l-Ith century chancd and nave \\JS extended to the cast in the late 15th century, and the eastern window in the south 
wall, of two trefoiled lights. and the roof ofnrch -braced trusses are of this date. The original east and north 
windows were re-used in the later north chapel. The cast window. of t~ve lights under a four-centred head and hood­
mould, is of early 16th century date, presumably inserted '"hen the north chapel was bui lt. The tracery of this window 
ha~ been renewed 

NOR fH AISLE 
In the early 16th century a chapel "as added onto the north side ot the new chancel, and the wall between \\as pierced 
with two four-centred arches of two hollow chamfered orders on octagonal piers. A straight joint is visible in the 
north wa ll of the aisle to the west of the central doorway. No joint could be seen between the chapel and the east wall 
of the chancel due to the pr..:sence of the later buttress. The late 15th century east ond north windows of the chancel. 
the former of three lights under a four-centred head. and the latter of two trefoiled lights, were re-set in the walls 
ufthl.! north chapel 



GAZETTEER OF C HURCHES: CAERNARFON ABERERCH PARJSH CHURCH 

In the late 16th century, a decision to add an aisle along the length ofthe north s1de of the church 'vas made. A 
st raight joint for this is visible in the masonry of the nonh wall to the west of the central door. The arcade of two 
openings. the roof of arch-braced trusses anti the western window in the north wall. of three trefoiled lights, are of 
this date. 

In the late 16th or enrly 17th century a centr.~l door with four-centred arch was mseneo m the north wall. 

In the I 9th century the belfry was built, two windo" s added to the south wall of the church and a window inserted into 
the west wall of the north aisle. The large buttress against the cast wall is poss ibly 19th century in dare (RCAHMW 
1<>6-l, 9- I I). 

rlnJNGS 
A former early 16th century screen with two <;ets of three scats across the north aisle was taken down in the 19th 
cemur) and made into a group of five stalls with a reading desk, now in the chancel (Crossley and Ridgeway I 944, 84) 
-1 here is a dug-out chest bound with iron at the corners with a collecting box at1ached to the one end of probable 
111edicval date (RCA l-IM W 1964. II ). There is a late 13th century cross-slab set in the no or of the chancel, possibly the 
tombstone of Thomac; Pulcston (Gresham C A 1968, 73). There an.: nvo memonals dated 1692 and 1695. The fragments of 
stained glass. noted in the 19th century. arc no longer present. The font is medieval. 

OiliER 
Built of local rubble" 1th larger quoin stone!> and dressings of gritstone. Roof of modem slate. 

I he 1."\ternal walls are rointcd with poor stone de finition. The interna l walls arc plastcrr.:d. 

l1mbcr tloor inscncd 111 the 19th century. but <;tructural remains of the east "all of the earlier chancel should be 
C\ptXII:J. as also the north walls of tht• present nave and chancel. and the wc•a wall of the nonh chapel 

I here 1~ a concreted dra inage channel around the exterior. 

Da11: VISited: 199-1 ~ 

I l'i f OF Hl.l-lRl'\C." 
Cl.lrh \ l I 11161 h ( hur, I llulh.llllg & ( hurch ltC\Itll,llll'll Ill c~crnan Olhllll.: Durin:;. the I <Jth l CIIIUI) liansactron.< nf c.wrnon·omhtr<' 1/won,a/ .\ocll'fl , .... , !! r 
Cr""lc) I II l'l·ll "cr.:cm t.. lofts 111 \\ale\ l"·ho.~t•olt~;:r.l Combrens1~ I nl \('1111 flP R.J -R I• 

(,1\ ""' '>lr ~ It I 'I()() 'l.ti\C\ toll the Oltlcr CIHirdll'\ Ill I he l 'nur Wcbh Dit>CC'l'> lrth<lt'OI•If:1<1 ( ltttl/>rciiSI\ I ol .\ I 'll rr t70-1 71 

( rrc,h.llll ( \ [<>():\ \kdit'\•11 Stunt' t <Jr\'111,1: 111 \onh II ules pp 7J. 75 

(rr~,h.un C \ l"C>l\ \f.·,!J,·I,tl \ton<' C.tn'lll\! 111 \orlh ll,t/,·.1 pp 7 J-75 

ll;~ll I II t >152 I /I, ''lif'""" n/ Ca, mo.~n·w1.1/m, / .\1/'l- /.\II pp 2 57 

la>n~ R~1 II I l );5t>b \r1 o11.1 \ktlt<'l ,, l 'i \ lr,)t.Jt •logta Caml>n·nsl.' I all/ PI' 1(>:!-3CIC• 

I"""" t•n, Fop!•>:I•IJ'III<•tl fiiCll!•/1,111 of llult> \Ill 

I unl 1\ I (~<.II 1'1:!6 Fltc l,dlt~llllm o./ \<,,.,.1ch /!.i./ pp 1'10 

I{ C.\ ll\ 1\\ I 9(l.l ( ~ 1<'11Uif1 11111111r~ lull// il 't.li pp '1·12 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON BEODGE'LERT PARISH CHURCH 

BEDDGELERT PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6906 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR. SH59094802 
DEDICATION MARY 
DIOCESE. Brtngor RURAL DEANI:.RY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSI\1 ENT RA T1 NGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Good 
A!t.:drum 
Medium 

Survival of fittings 
Potential fo r archaeo logical investigation 
Group Value 

f'ery poor 
l'err Good 
Good 

A former medieval Augustmian priory church, which became the parish church after the reformation. and for which there 
is good evidence for the existence of an early medieval monastic community preceeding the t\ugustinians, in panicu lar 
the reference by Gerald of Wales c.l200. Nothing above ground is left of the former monastic buildings, but 
circumstantial e\ idence suggest~ they lay south of the church. The church consists of a continuous nave and chancel 
with a modem nonh transept openmg off the nave. The earliest masonry" ork dates from c. 1230. The church underwent 
consiJerable restoration 111 the 19th century. Its chief allributes are the potentia l for both early medieval and 
medieval archaeo logy. the 13th cen tury triple lancet windows and the two bay arcade from the same period. 

CEMETERY 
1 he cemetery is n.:crangular 10 form and I!; enclosed b) a stone \\all on the \\est, sourh and eastern sides. fhc 
churchyard is sligh tly raised on the east side. fhe tithe map of c.l840 show) no churchyard boundary. The churchyard 
h.ls been extended twice with two rectangu lar extensions with modem burials. one on the south side and ont.: on the west. 
Hy the 19 15 Ordnance Survc) 25 inch map both additions were in existence I\ raised area to the south of the church and 
'>lightly outsidt.: of the present churchyard may suggest either the area of priory buildings or the extent of the earlier 
churchyard. It is probable that a larger enclosure may have ex1sted, surrounding the present churchyard. and defining 
the precinct of the Augustmtan house. The present housing to the nonh and nonh-west of the church may h,we 
encroached int0 this larger enclosure or the original churchyard. In addition. the fields to the west and south of the 
churchyard may contain eMiier ~tructural remnin~ and boundaries associated with the abbey 

fhe 1915 OrdnJnce 5une) 25 1nch map locate.., the priory buildings to the south of the church. No deta1ls of the 
monastic layout "Hhin the church~ ard area Wl'r(' noted from the archive "-Ourcc ~. \\ ith the exception of two drawings b) 
Moses Griftiths of the lnte 18th century. l h~sc showe<.l trac~o; of a north aisle ol : t.hurch and suggested structures 
against the south siJe of the church (NLW l'vloses Griffiths Mss Book ?.7, 39, 46). The faculty of 1880 (NLW B/F/58) tor 
tht.: ~rection of tht: prt'sent nonh transept showed the location of the graves at this Jate. This faculty plan also shows 
. 1 structure at the eastern enu of the south \\all." hich was possibly an earlier vc .. try. This may also explain the 
ratchcd walhng :11th1s poull notL·d b) the Royal Commission, possibly as a result of blocking the opening from this 
wstry after it haLl been removed. However, this structure does not appear on the faculty plan of 190 I (NLW B/F/59) and 
11 rnay hav~ been proposed but not bu ilt The mnjority of the grnvestones in the western section of the older churchyard 
ha\1~ been clcnred and laiu n.n 

Ill[ MED IFV i\L CHlRCII 
13cddgclert church has a complex l11story. and the architectura l evidence wh ich remains i:. too slight to throw much light 
on the layout of the Priory church and cloistral buildings. In 1 ?.00. when Gerald described it, the church was still a 
native (Celtic) monastel). but 1t was adopted into the Augustinian rule shortly after. The monastic buildings were 
burnt down dunng the conquest wars of I 282-3, following'' hich An ian. B1shop of Bangor. authorised an appeal for 
rebuilding in which he called 11 the most senior monastery in nil Wales ne:'.t to Bardsey. 

It has been suggested that the north and west walls oflhc nave may be 12th century in date. because the stonework 
di ffers from thar of the I Jth century work in the east wall of the chance l (RCAIIMW 1960. 16-18). This is possibl) the 
case but the evidence is not vel} con' incing.. 

rhc earliest dateable works are the north and cast walls of the church which arc c. 1230 and contain tht: triple lancet 
cast window, the remains of a door with two-centred arch in the north wall olthc chancel and the two bay arcade of 
pointed arches with three richly moulded orders. Internally in the south wal l of the chancel there is a recess. now 
with a timber rclievmg beam.\\ hich ma} mark the position of the sedile. 

\ demt1lbhcd nonh :1islc former!) ran the length of the north side of the church and is evidenced by a stretch nf 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON BEDDGELERT PARlSH CHURCH 

partially demolished walling, with the south jamb of a door projecting from the north west corner. and a similar 
projection with the south jamb of a window at the east end. This aisle also appears to be shown on the late 18th 
century drawing of I. Evans, although no east window is indicated. which also ~hows three windows on the nonh s ide 
(Pennant 17S3.PI X). The east window and the west door jambs have been identified as belonging to the 13th century by 
the sim ilarity in grits tone to that used in the east lancets (RCAHMW I 960, 16-1 8), a lthough the presence of only two 
arcades in place of four may mean that there was initially a north transept, which was later lengthened into an aisle, 
perhaps in 1286 during the rebuilding following the fire. 

A 11 18th century draw ing by Moses Griffiths which shows traces of the north ais le also shows a stntcrure on the south 
side of the church (NL W Moses Griffiths Mss. Book 27,29,46). This may be partly confirmed by a sketch of 1827 (Jones 
Rev H L 184 7. 153) which, although showing an external door of the 13th century at the west end oft he sou th wall of the 
nave also shows high up in the south wall of the nave two small lancet windows. the height of which suggests the 
presence of lower roofed buildings on the south s ide of the church. Longueville Jones a lso mentions a blocked door in 
the centre of the south wall wh ich may have led from the c loistra l build ings on the south s ide into the central area of 
the church . It is also possible that the buttress projecting from the south east corner of the chancel is the rema ins 
of an early wa ll as it is of a different style to those on the east side. 

·rhc voussoirs of the blocked window above the modern inserted west window may be of the 13 th century (RCA HM W 1960, 16-
18 ). H<l\\ ewr. the head of the arch of this window is flaner than would be expected for an early 13th cent11ty window 
:md contains a key stone in contrast to the relieving arches of the east lancets. In addition, the relieving arch above 
the we~ t door may be of 13th century date. 

There i ~ .1 2.-l rn buttn:ss. pans of which have been re-built, extending west from the north-west corner of the nave with 
a straight joint above. The puqJose or date of th is buttress is not c lear. The straigh t joint lends itself to 
different interpretations. rhe west wa ll may have been built against a continuation of the buttress at a higher level. 
The straight jo int would h:IVe survived when the bunress was lowered and the north-west comer rebuilt, probably in the 
19th c~::ntury. A lternativcly the straight joim may have been the northern end of an earlier (12th century?) church 
wh ieh had been abutted by the construction of the nonh aisle. This would mean that the nave of the church was 
increasl!J in \\'idth c.l230 which would apppear un like ly. The north wall may have cont inued fu rther west than at present 
Part of this '' all may h.1ve been retaintd as a buttress against which the west wall was built. Th is continuation of the 
north w3ll may even imply the rresence of a west tower. Th is usually occurs at Augustinian houses over a central 
crossing. as at Penll!on in the 12th century. but a west tower is present at Ynys Enlli in thE' 13 th century. ronner clas 
churches a lso have western towers JS ut Llanei lian. The interpretation of this feature must remai n unanswered and can 
on ly be re~olved by- an examination of the interna l wall after the removal of the plaster and the excavation of the area 
immediOJte l~ to the west of the church 

POST-REFOR:VI/\liON v\'OR~ 
In th~:: 15th or ~:arly 16th century a square hcndcd window of four lights was inserted into the south wall of the chancel. 

In 1611 ,1 plat·e for the erection ora scat beiO\\ the choir was granted (NLW Do lfriog 22). Repairs arc known to have 
been made to the church in 1630, which wus described as a ru in, when a survey licence was granted (NL W Dol friog 25 ). 
J'JH.: il<ltllftc of these repairs is unknown. 

In thl· I Sth centur') tfron1 it'> stylt•\ a Joor was inserted into the north wall of the nave. now blocked and l:unverted inh> 
a windm1 . 

19th CENTURY AND LATER RESTORATIONS 
I he south w<Jlls of the nuve and chancel were extensively rebui lt in 1830 (Jones Rev H L 184 7, 158) when the medieval 
doors and '"' inclows were destroyed. The document N L W Do lfriog 58!) notes rcpa irs in I 1)2 7, which may be part of the same 
restoration programme but no Jew ils of the repairs are given. The north aisle was demo lished and the arcade blocked 
up. A faculty plan of I S80 shows a ve~try on the south s ide of the chancel (NL W B/F/58). This was nor present on the 
drawing of I R2 7. and may have been bu i It as part uf the J 830 restoration. The presence of an earlier vestry here may 
explain the area of patched wa ll ing noted by the Royal Comm ission, possibly blocking the opening after the removal of 
the vestry. However, there is no evidence that this structure was in existence and it is possible that it was planned 
as ran or the facu lty but not built. It does not appear on the faculty plan for the heat ing system in 190 1 (NL W 
B/F/59) .~net may hOJve been demol ished between 1830 and 1880. 

A faculty of I 880 survives for the erection of the north transept or chape l, re-using the arcade, and also shows a 
vestry on the south side of the chance l (NL W B/F/58). The window was inse1ted into the blocked I 8th century doorway and 
the other windows were nlso probably inserted at this date and the chancel arch and porch added. The plan also shows 
the window in the north wall o r th~:: chance l above the 13th centllf)' door. This window was partially blocked as a result 
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of the construction of the vestry. 

A facu lty of 190 I con tains a plan showtng the proposed location of a boiler room where the present vestry stands and the 
location ofthe below 11oor piping in the chancel and to the west ofthc chancel arch (NLW 8 /F/59). It is probable that 
the present vestr) and boiler house were built at this date. the plans being altered after the granting of the facu lry. 
A brick built chimney was built mto the nonh wall ofthe chancel and the boiler room floor \1as lowered 0 96 m. 

The roofappe:lrS to be of 19th cenLUf)' date. 

FITTINGS 
The li tt ings are 19th ccntuf) in dare with the exception of seven memonals datmg from 16 72 to 1742 

OTHER 
The building is ol uncoursed local rubble, with <;ome large stones added in the 19th century repairs. The old dressings 
arc of gritstone. the modern ones of sandstone. Modem slate roof 

The e.\lcrnal elcv:.llions have been pointed with good stone definition on all elevat ions with the exception of the upper 
part of the north wall and the east ''all of the chancel \\hich is not so well defined. The internal elevations are 
completely hidden by plaster. The stone\\ ork of the arcade into the north transept has been painted. No re-used 
,trchucctural stone or stone sculpture" as noted. 

The central aisle IS stone flagged with timh~.:r boards benenth the ~catt ng. The floor has probably been lowered to 
a<.:commot.late this flooring. llowt!ver, the dlftl:rcnce in height bcrwcen the interior ol the church and the deposits in the 
churchyard is not Sign ificant. 

•\ shallow dramage trl.nch appro\.tmatcly 0. I m deep. has been dug around tht:: cnt1re church. 

O.ttc Vis1ted: fQ<J.l 5 

1.1 ';"1 . OF H£FI-:R£.'iCI.S 

llar~c M I I W> It> C hurd1 lluildrug & Chur~h Rc,tuwuun 111 Ca~mil!'l>ll'>hrr.: During I he I nth Ccnlur\ I rwzsuctzoos of ( ·o~rnw-..•cm:.lllrf.' 1/t'/ortc<tl \·octl'll l"ol:!:! n 
l w"lc~ F II II.J-14 '>trccn' & I 1>1\s 111 \\ ~lo:s lrclzrz.•ologt.l ( "ambrt•Jl!IS I o/ \'C Ill/ pp 1!>7 ·SR 

(jl~nm: \11 ~ R 1900 '-t>tc' ,,n the UIJcr lhur.:hc' rn the Four \\"cbh Du>cc'c" lnh<It:ulugw Cam/rr,·lllf.l I o/ XIII pp t71 
( .rc,h.tm ( . \ IIJbq l'art'h l>l Ucddgdcrt /"ranwcllullf <>I<. a.·rn.,nomhtrt• "'''"'"-.zl Socrz:~1· I c>/ 30 fll' ~0-~8 

llu!!hc' & ~urth 192·1 171<· Old( lmn!t<'.' o{Snuu.lt~nw rr 2~0·227 
Jllnc' l{cl II l. I R~ i h \r. on.r ,\ lcr..l r ~1 a 1-11 .lrdltt<•olo."''' C ambren"' I u/1/ f'P I '3·1 lit. 

I Clll' '- I !0.1 '''l'"·~'"t'hlt ,r/ Ott I WilLI!") "' II uk• IH" I 
l't:nn;mt I 1'1'11 I /nttr 111 Wah·< l11///pp 11>1 -IS: 

l'tlr.:~ \ f·I(IC• /1.-.J.J.~:,·Iat PI' 2-_; 

J{t \II\ I\\ IIJ(>();I t',,;rrl,trn.u.thrrt I ol/1 ( ll/11"11/ PI' I h-IS 

'illl>\\dlllll.l ';llu•naJI':ttl. <.,.,,ICI~ l'll'·l \JJIIrun.tl rii>IC> l>lllhc lhur.:JK' 1/I,,~Jt,•t c\ \ orth • nto! 0/dt'/wnhc•.<r!{SIICJIIdoma pp 297·298 
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GAZETTEEROFCHURCHES:CAERNARFON BETWS GARMON PARISH CHURCH 

OETWS GARMON PARISll CH URCH PRN: 6907 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR. SH53585760 
DEDICATION GARMON 
DIOCESE Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STATUS: OccasiOnal USl' 

ASSESSMENT RATrNGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectura l investigation 
Value of doL.:umentnry evtdence 

GENERAL 

\ 0/11! 

None 
l"ery poor 

Survival of firtings 
Potential fo r mcbacologic::~l investigation 
Group Value 

I C/)' poor 

Good 
J't'IT f1111/r 

i\ medieval Slk, but now containing a church of 1841-2. "hich was built west of the earlier church. The earliest found 
documentary reference to the church and churchyard at Bctws Garmon occurs in the Valor Ecclesiasticu~ of 1535. Although 
a possssion of the Augustin ian priory or Bt!ddgelert it is possible that the origi ns of the site may be earlier than the 
later M iddlc 1\g.es. but there arc no strong argumenrs for it daring from early medie' a! times The archaeological 
potential of the medieval church IS the ch1ef feature of note 

n.MCTERY 
rhe original churchyard is rectangu lar in torrn and enclosed by a stone wall. It is not raised above the surrounding 
field~. 11 hich contain no traces of any enrlh!l churchyard boundaries. There are extensions to the north and west," hich 
rr~-date 1915 and \\here modem burials have taken place 

1\ terrier of I 80 I gave the dimension of the churchyan.J as 17 yards long. and 16 yards wide (N L W BITER R/77). This 
repres~nts slightly less than half of the area of the churchyard represented in a sketch within the teiTier of I 906 (NL W 
n rt I). In thb terrier the dimensions" ere g1vcn as 66 yards long and 33 yards wide. This suggests that the western 
houndaf} of the churchyard Ia~ \\ nhin the 'ICIOI[)' of the eastern end of the present church. 

I he churchyard had been great I) nlten:d smcc the tithe map of c. I 840, which shows a confusing array of boundaries in 
the vicinity of the church, somL' of 1~hich run up to the church itself The ordnance survey of 190 I shows the cemetery 
in its rectangulJr form. rh~n: arc cntrancl'' fin the south and north sides. fhe churchyard is well kept. 

\li:.IJIEVAL Clll.RCII 
I ht• mcdlt:VHI church lay cast 11fthe pre~cnt building, and on a d1ffercnt alignment. Its location can be deduced from 

tht.: positiun (lr the older grave~ on a similar alignment in the castem part or the churchy<trd. 

I\\ o areas of !!ra\ c:-s un dttlcrcnt alignmenh \\ L're noted at the \\CSI and enst tnds of the churt:h)'ilrd and it IS possible 
th.n an arcn 111 the e<tstem half of the pn:~ent churchyard represents the area of the metlieval church. The Royal 
Commission had ident ificd the church as I) 111g in the vicini!) uf the eastc.:nd of the presen t church. However. the end 
of the diffcrctlt alignment of the grnves in th<: eastern half of the cemetery at this point represents the western limit 
o)J the on ginn I churchyard rather thnn the location of the ch urch. 

rhc dimen<,JOns of the church were given 111 J terrier of 180 I ,1s 36 feet in length and 19 feet wide (NL \V 8/TERR/77) and 
in 1817 <ts 48 lect long and 15 fel't 5 inches wide (N L W BITCRRI79). The variance of the measurements between the two 
ten iers may have wkcn in to account a western porch or a lengthening of the nave or that internal measurements were 
taken for the former and ex.temal measurements for the latter. 

Lcw1s descnbed the church as a 'small edifice 111 J dilapidated condition, romanucally s ituated in a vale bounded b) 
lofty mountains' (lewis S 1833. BET), 

I he tithe 111ap c. l8-l0 showed a small building of the correct alignment to that of the church. However, it is difficult. 
due to the surrounding boundal) changes. to be entirly certain whether this structure was the church or a building 
associated wtth the Inn to the cast. t\tthis dntc the medieval church may have been demolished prior to the erection of 
th~ present church in 18-1 l-..f2 and consequently would not have been surveyt..:d. 

MODERN CllURCII 
fhe present church at Betws Garmon was built in I 841-42 by the architect George Alexander in the revived romanesque 
~t~ k. A date-stone of I 84:! c..tn be round nbo-..e the west door The church was built on a dllferent alignment to thc 
11e~t of the med1cval church. 
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The church is a sing le celled nave and chancel, with a belfry at the west gable and a small apse at the east end. It 
has a door at the west end and stx windows of two lights in the body of the church and three single light windows in the 
apse. There arc t'' o small vestries, partitioned off from the body of the church at the west enJ. 
FITTINGS 
The fittings are 19th century in date. with th~: exception of tlu: 17th century communion table, an 18th century memonal 
and the font, mscnbed 1614, which all come from the earlier church. 

OTHER 
Built of well coursed squared rubble with freestone dressings. The walls are cli:arly pointed externally with good stone 
definition. The in terior is plastered. Some repairs were made to the internal plasterworJ.. before 1988 (BOO Holland 
1993, Llanbeblig). 

The lloormg of the church cons1sts of slate paving with timber boards be.:! ow the pe\.IS. 

;\ drain runs around the course of the wall-;. 

D.He Visited: 199-J 5 

tt'>fOFIUHHt '(FS 
( l nrk~ ill L It)(, I [I Church Fludd1ng ,\. Church Rcstur,ltlun 111 Cae~narvon~hir.: Unnng the 19ll1 Century Ji-an<ucltnn.s ,,fCaem,u·wmslllre Histnr~col s,,,.,,.,, J ·olll I' 

llu~h~s & \imth t'l~-1 Th.: Old ( ·/lurdtc.< c>(Snomlo1111t pp :!:!ll-~~9 

I ~"I'> S I XU I ot•ot;rcJf'lll«li /Ju llt•ll.tr>> ol Hall'< Ill I 

R( \II\ I\\ l<lt>ll,1 C 1Ntt.Jn·o111lm, r,/11 c~mral pp .;.:; 

\m"''Jum;1l\~unn.11 f'.1rJ.. '>tlCict~ l•>s.J \JJ1tmnat nnlc.' 1111 the Chnrchcs 1/u~lt<':s ,\c ,\orrh ·Tit.: Old Church,•s ofSnoHJnmo pp l9R 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON BODUAN PAR ISH CHURCH 

BODUAN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6911 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NG R: SH32523774 
DEDICA T!ON: BUAN 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSM ENT RATINGS 
Survival of Med ieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Va lue of documcntar: ev idence 

GFNERAL 

RURAL DEANERY· Llyn 

l 'e1ypoor 
None 
Poor 

STATUS: Redundant 

Surv ivn l of tittings 
Potemial for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A modem church built in 1 X94 in romanc~quc Sl) le. which replaced a medieval church, of which there is now no visible 
evidence (RCAHM W 1964, 21 ). 

CCMETERY 
The t:hurchyanJ is irregular m form '' tth a \lone·\\ allec.l boundur: It ts shghtly rat sed, less than 0.5m on the east and 
nonh sides. anc.l is bounJ~·d by a road on the ~outh -;ide and by the boundary " all of Boduan Hall on the north side. 
There are two lych gates· the gate on the \\est is dared 19 12 anc.l leads to a tree lined avenue within the churchyard with 
a path of stone slabs, the south lych gate leads to the road. There is also an entrance on the north side lead ing to 
Bodua n Hal L The churchyard is generall y we ll kept, but the eastem half is heavily overgrown. TIH:re is a brick bu ilt 
memonal cht~pe l '' hich 1S no'' open to the elements with in the north '~es t side of the churchyard with grave~tones to the 
\.1, }ns of Bodvcl 

'.-11:.01£VAL CHURCH 
lhe ts no visible evt<knce for the med ieva l church either in the churchyard or fo rming pan ofthe present church. 
IIH.:rc arc: vouchers and accounts fo r the bu ilding of a church at Boduan in I 765 -7 (N L W G lynl I ifon), btll it is not known 
whdher that building n.:p laccd the medieval one or incorporated it. It is t he re for~: also unclear whether thc 1894 
chun:h was builr lwer an I Sth century church or a medieval church The two bells arc of I ~th century uate. 

I.e\\ t'> descrtbed the church buill b) the W) nne family in 1765 as a 'handsome moc.lern edifice in the Grecian Sl) le of 
ardwccture' and contatntng -.orne '!.!ooc.l monuments tu members ol the Wynne famtl)' (Lewis S 1lG3, BOD) 

1\!0DERN CHliRCll 

!'oor 
voncl 
}'flrJ/' 

fhe present church nt Bm.luan was 11u tlt 111 I S9-l by Henry l,cnnedy 111 romanesque 'i tyll.! , com pletl.! ly replacing the earlier 
chun: h. It is crucifonu tn plan with a tcntrnltu\\ cr. a western porch. and a stair tun·er and vestry at the junction of 
the nurth wall of the n,J\1.! anc.lthe n0rth transept The south transept i'i one ba) longer than that ol'thc nonh 

FITHNGS 
I he roof, and lilttngs an: I t)th cent Lit) 111 c.J,uc, '' ith tht: c\ccpuon of four marble memonals to the Wynne's frnm the 
carlter church d,ning. rromthl' early 17th cen tury to 17T!.. 

Olllt::R 
fhc walls are totally rendered cxtcmall~ and pla~tered internal I) and show no signs of mcorporattng meuieval fabric or 

'it(lll\!WOrli.. rhe nooring l1fthC Church I'\ of tiles \\ ith timber boarc.J5 belOW the pt!\\ ') . 

. \ dnin may run around the wur~t: of the \\..~lis or there rntl) be soaka\1 ays from the sumps. 

D.tte Visited: l 994'5 

l.l!'l t OF RI:: FlRF.'\Cr~ 

DJ\ IC~ D T (~:d) 1910 111111<·.• Fl!fuut tt!'ftflll'/t /.lt-111 Ldwan.Js Rt•\ J pp 2Jfl-2-15 

l t:\1 I ~ s I SJJ ropngmpluccllfltcii<J/1<11\ "' II oln l\I)U 

RC·\tlr"-1\\' 1')().1 Cot•rtt,m·nmhm' I of Iff ll't'.III'J' ~I 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON BOTWNNOG PARISH CHURCI I 

BOTWNNOG PARISH CH URCH PRN: 6913 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: SH26253 I 5S 
DEDIC A TlON: BE UNO 
DIOCCSE. B<1ngor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn S r A TUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential tor architectural inv~sugauon 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENI:RAL 

1\ Ollt: 

\ one 

!'nor 

Survival of fitttngs 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

'I he site of n medieval chu rch wns listed in the Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt WE 1926, 190). The church was rebuilt 
in 1835 and agnin in I 885 but nothmg rcma ins of the medieval building (RCA HMW 1964. 24 ). 

CfMFTERY 
J'ht! chun:hyarJ is rt!ctangular in form with a stone wall on the nonh ~1de and an eanhen and stone bank on the west. 
south and e<Jst sides. fhe church) ilrd IS ra1sed 0.5 m above the surrounding ground except on the south side where it is 
rruscd 1- I 5 m. The easr side is lower than that around the church "hich suggests that the church~ ard may have been 
1::'\teiHh:d to the e.1st in the past. The churchy:'lrd is still used for bunal The main entrance is located on the west 
-.ick <~rH.ltherc i-, a funher entrance 1r1 the.! north-west corner. The area was given as I rood and I 7 poles in a terrier 
nf 1900 (NL \\' B 'TI -l ). The church\'nrdl~ well kept and encloses a" ell at the east end, ncar the churchyard boundar~. 

CIILIRCil 
1'111: prc~l.'nt church'' as built 111 I 885. which repluced nn earlier church of 1835, which in turn repl3cctl a medieval 
church Lewb descnbed the medil'V.II church a5 'a small edifice in a very dilapidated state' (Lew1s S I 833, BOT) 

1815 CIIURCII 

Von!! 

\ /l!d/11111 
I e1y puvr 

fIlls church. built b) \\'lll1am 011 en (C l.~rl..c M l. I 961. 23 ). cons1-.ted of a na\e, chancel. and the remaining 11estern toller. 
It 1-; recorded as havmg a lo" pitched roof and wooden mullioned wmdows. Internally it had box pews. a three-decker 
pulpit. communion rail~ and a galla\ :11 the 11est end (X/PE·59/2). The dimensions of the combined nave and chancel 
hurl! "' thic; tin11: "as given as -l4 '' 1 111 length and 24 feet wide (XlPE/59/:!). These dimensions differ with those of 
the l'.Jrlicr mec.Jic1 nl chun:h , "llll 1'. 31. i feet in length and llJ.5 feet wide (X/PE/59/2), even if one is an intemal 
mc;l')llrcmcnt and the other an e' I one. rhis c;uggcsts thnt thc combined nave and chance l of the 1835 church was 
huilt 01 ..:r the mcdie1 nl church tu 111 11g<.:r and wider ground plan. 

188-l Cllld{CII 
In I 8SS the combined lhl\C and c lllCt!l llftht· I 835 church was wl..entllm·n (XIPE/59'2) and a new nave constructed on th<:: 
oiJ toundatlllns. --lOteet 111 length .111J 20 feet w1de (NL W BTl -n. There 1s a" indow in the south wall and t\\O windO\\S 
111 the nonh "all. It was noted in the tcrncr of 1900 that almost all of the old church was taken do'' n (NL W B/TI '--1 ). 
1111 ~ 1111 pl1es th<H some of the fabnc u r the 1835 church was retained. probably only the lo'' cr courses of the walls, and 

,111y I!Otld or \1.: II dressed '-10111:' \1 ere rt·-uscd ( N l W B/TI/4 }. 

lhe \l'cst~rn 1011 er !'rom thc 1835 church 11 JS retnined to which n spire and windows were adth:d. 

i\ chancel. 20 feet long and I 5 tl:d \\ iJc. was added at the enst end (NLW B/Tl/4 ). The chancel 1vas built over a large 
numb~:r of graves and was constructed with nrchcd founda tions in an attcnptto minimise their dtsturbanct: (X/PE/59/2). 
rllt' chancel has a "inJow in the ca~t wnll and another in Lhe north wall. 

I he porch "as built on the nonh s1de of the na1 c and bears a date inscription of I 885 and has a 1\indow in the west 
''all. 1 he porch dimensions of 6 feet. 8 mches in length and 5 feet, 6 inches in width is given 111 the Ierner of 1900 
as a vestry {NI. W B'Tit-n. which was rrobabl) n mistake on the pan of the compiler. 

fht.: rOt11' beams were obtained from the wreck of an Italian steamer, the Perveveranga (X/PE/59/2). 

J n 1892 a heating system '' .1s installed ( Xd'E 59/2 ). 

rhe church undt'f\\ ent rc~tor:lllon. for wh1ch no details htJve been discovered in 1908 and 1954. In I C) 59 electricity was 
tntroduc~d and in IQ80 ,, faculty \Iii~ grant~d fur d screen (X PI:. 59'2) Between 1987 and !990 a \cstr) extension 11as 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON BOTWNNOG PARISH CHURCH 

added to the south wall of the nave (Dobson Owen 1993. Botwnnog). 

FITTINGS 
The finings. including the font. are all 19th ct.:ntury in date. 

OTHER 
Nave and tO\\ er butlt of" ell-coursed squared rubble, chancel of uncoursed local rubble; all opennings have freestone 
dressings. 

Tht.: external elevat ion~ have bt.:en pointed with very good stone definition. The mternal elevations are plastered. 

The central aisle and chancel are stone nagged with raist:d timber boarding beneath the pews. 

lhete is a drainage trench. 0.3 m deep, with a concrete channel in the bottom. around the nave, chancel and south vestf) 
but not around the 1011 cr. 

Date Vi~ited: I Q9-l 5 

I I ~ I Of REFFIU. '( 1:,.-. 

ll.11l.o: \II JC)(>J b Chur,h Buil<hng 6: Church Rc~IOrllll•O 10 Cocrnannnslurc Dur111g the l•lth C cnllll) Tra/JSJCtiom o{Cu,•marnm~htri! 1/rstor~ca/ Soctell I nl.!_' p 

IJ.11 IC> J) -1 tcu) I Q Ill /hm,·• f !!'"·' n ,, Flrl•nfi L./<:111 Owen Rc1 T E pp ~(J:!-:!.!11 

I c11 '' " I R.'3 I flJ'fl};f•tl'l"•·,r//Jrcnrman uf ll'oll'.l B() I 

111111 \\' I (cd) JIJ:;(I [h,· I nh111/IOII r>f \llflll,·h I '5-IJ>pl•l I 

It< \11\1\\ IWd C'•~<'UI<Inoulhtn I ol Ill llt.ll Pfl ?"I 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON BRYNCROES PARlSH CHURCH 

BRYNCROES PARISH CHURCH PRN: 691_, 

PRE 197~ COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: SH22623l47 
DEDICATION· MARY 
DIOCESE: Bango1 RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potentml for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

f'oor 
fu(Jr 

\ledwm 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

.fhe church is listed in the Norwich Ln'\ation of 1154 (Lunt W E 1926. 190) bur there an: no architectural remains of that 
date. 

CEMETERY 
fhe churchyard IS rectangular in fonn '' ith a stone-walled boundary. There IS a road on the south side and a drive on 
the north. The churchyard is ra1sed 1.5-2 m on the south side, I m on the east side, 0 5 m on the north side and is 
h:vd \\ ith the surrounding land on the west side. fhe area of the churchyard was given as one third of an acre in a 

I C?l) (lOOt 

Medium 
Sam. 

h:rrier of I 776 (NLW B TERR 142) and 3.5 roods in a terrier of 1793 (NL W BITERR/143) and 190 I (NLW B/TERR/ 144 ). In a 
tem~:r of 1821 the dimensions or the churchyard were given as 91 ) ards in length and 42 yards "ide (NL W BfTERR/149) A 
linear bank to the west of the church rossibl)' marks an earlier boundary, wi th the churchyard e\tended to the west The 
c:~rliest gr;l\ cstones in th is extended area are late I Sth century in dntc. J-f O\\ ever, the lack of early gravestones in the 
c<.~stcrn hnlf of the churchyard around the church ma:r imply that this area represents an extension to the east ruther 
than a'' t:stern ex tension but then.: is no cartographic evidence to surport this suggestion and it i<> possible that 
l'<trllt:r gra' cs were cleared from this area. The main entrance to the churchyard is on the south side of the church and 
the path to the church has been lowered to the level of the roau. fhere is a brass sundial set in a wooden post ro the 
wc~t of the dlUrch datell 169.? !'let\\ een I Q87 and 1993 the north wall of the churchyard was rebut!\ (BOO llolland 199.3. 
131) ncoc~ l 

CHLIRCII 
l'hc prc~clll church comprise~ a contuwous na\e and chancel. which '~ as heavily restored in l <~06. The fabric of the \\nils 
~~probably mt:dievaltn Jate anJ the round-lwaded doorwa) sin the west and north walls daiL tmm the late I 6th century. 
!'hl.' present "est JoorwJ;. is oft ccntn.· to the L"arl ier doorwuy of which the round-headed "' ' 11 .~nd south jamb survive. 
!'hi.! present dilllcnsion.; of the chun:h correspond with the Jimen~ion~ given in the earliest t..:rricr of 1776 (NL W 
BTLRR 1-1 2). 

It i<; posstbh: tho.~t the chancel ha.., b~:cn added to the nave doubling the size of the church. No straight joint can be 
:-~·c.:n w support this su~gest1on but the st<me'' ork shO\\ s :1 Jefinitc change either side of the centre of the south wall. 

rhcr,· ar~: thrn: blocked squnre-head.:d windo\\S in the south wall ol the church. and two in the north wall. These had 
WllOden mullltlns and" ere recon.h:d in plnn and ele\•ation prior to the restor:uion in 1905 (NL W B/F/91 ). 

rhc roof re-uses 16th century trus~cs Thc!.c an~ of collar-beam arch-braccJ type which are strutled and mu lticusped. 

LATI::R R£·STORATIONS 
The church was extensively restored by llnrold Hughes in the romanesque st) le in 1905-6 for\\ hich a faculty with detailed 
spcctticntions, elevations and plans has survived (NL W BIF/9 I). Five windows were inserted in the north wall and si\ in 
the south wall and the earlier'' indows '"ere blocked. The walling directly above the windo\\ s was rebuilt. Part of the 
C('rHra l section and the upper part of the cast end of the north wall were rebuilt. The upper east wall and the eastern 
end or the south wall was completely re-built. TI1ree romanesque style windows were built in the east wall with the 
central window being larger. The western porch was bu ilt at this time with a 1.5 m deep foundation for its west wall. 
A buttress "as ndded to the north side or the north-west comer. 

After 1906 but before 1987 a wstry was added to the westem end of the north wall of the church and the 16th century 
blocJ...cd doorwa) wns re-opened to give acc~::ss from the vestry to the nave. 
FIITINGS 
The font IS probabl} med1eval in date lhert' are two in terror oak memorials of 1666 and 16'>4 (Hughes H 1914.411 - 13 ). 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON BRYNCROES PARJSH CHURCH 

r There are two wooden panels, one with the Lord's Prayer and Apostle's Creed dated 1691 and another with the Ten 
Commandm ents. The seating, pulpit and screen were added in 1905-6. 

OfHER 
Built of uncoursed local rubble (except for the modern porch which is coursed). Window and door jambs and heads of 
dressed granite. Modern slate roof. 

The external elevations have been pointed with poor stone definition which allows only some of the blocked windows to 
be seen. The internal elevations are pointed; the lower sections are covered with wood panelling. 

The clnrrch was refloered in l905-6 artd the noor le-vel appears tQ be raised I m above the churchyard level ar the east 
end and 0.45m at the west end. The nave was noored in woodblock with tiled porch, aisles and chancel. 

Drains were excavated around the church in 1905-6 and these extended 1.5m beyond the east wall with 0.1 m drains leading 
to the eastern side of the churchyard (NLW B/F/91 ). A concrete based drainage channel, 0.3m deep and 0.45m wide, was 
visible running from the western corners of the porch around the walls of the church to the eastern ends of the south 
and north walls. 

Date Visited: 19t).lf5 

LIST OF REFtR£:-.CES 
llughcs II Jt/14 1--l<:morial 'l ahlcls i11 Bryncroc• Church lrc/mcolv[lw Camnrenri.r l"a/ .\'/1 pp 411-413 

l.;:\\ iss , S33 l upugruplucal nii:IIQII(Ir\' q(Wu/~.f BRY 
I UIH" r (<:d)ll)1f> 17u: I(J/uu/101/ II( \ 'onrtc•h 1:!5-1 PP 190 

R< ,\11:0.1\\ l'l(•-l Co.:nwn·tm~/,,,. I o/111 Jl<' <t pp 1' 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON CAERNARFON, StMARY'S CHURCH 

CAERNARFON, StMARY'S CHURCH 

PRE 197~ COUNTY: 
DEDICATION: 
DIOCESE: 

Caernnrfon 
MARY 
Bnngor 

ASSESSM ENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigatton 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY: 1\rfon 

,\ledtum 
l'e0 ·poor 
f'oor 

PRN: 6917 

NGR. <;H47756295 

STATUS: Regular use 

Survival of linings 
Potential for archaeological ill\ estigation 
Group Value 

l 'e1:r poor 
l'cr) porn• 
l.t-'1) 0vod 

I he chape l was bu ifr between 1307-1 o II) serve as the garrison chapel fo r the town. There is no t:videncc for a 
t:hurchyard attatched to the chape l. 
The west walls of the church use the medieval town walls and the vestry uses the corner tower. There is a blocked 
doorway in the west \\<JII which \las probably a sally port for the medieval town. 

:\IE DICVAL CHURCH 
fhe church wa~ built bet-., ecn 1307 and 1316 and consisted of a nave and chancel with north and c;(luth aisles. The atsles 
wl'rc divtded from the nm e b) arcades of four bays. The ch<Jncel was divided from the nave by a chancel arch and from 
the aisles by an arched opening. There tS a ptscina on thc south respond. The original east window. of three tref01led 
ltghts with tlO\\ ing tracer) in a poin ted 1\\0·CCillrcd head. was re-set in the west wall of the nave. 

VICTORit\N AND LATER RESTOR/\ TIONS 
f"hl.! church was extensively restored in 181-1 when the south nnd cost walls were complete ly re-buil t. with three \\'indO\\S 

111 the south wall. and thre(' in the t.:ast. Doors with porches were bui lt at the west and east ends of the sou th wall. 
lhree "indows \\ere inserted 111 the north wall. where there ts ulso a recess at the east end of the north wall of 
uncertam date. fhere ''as a we~t galle f) '' htch was remo' ed 111 IS I-I 

In 1928 the west door of the church "as blocked and the chancel screen and altar rails'' ere replaced in tron (GAS 
\\" PL '15 IJ3. NL \\' f3 F 208) £3et\\ ccn 1988 and I 993 a ne'' door to the upper level of the tower staircase was inserted to 
j mprO\ C ilCCC!.S IU tht: roof 

IIII IN(JS 
l"hl·rc i-.. :1 late: l Sth-ccntury nr~an cosc and .t lwtchnn:nt of c.l81-l 

Ollll--R 
rite tnl\:rnJI walls arc: plastered and the c\tern.tl ''ails pomtcd wtth good stont: definition. 

I he floormg or the church t:. ot "tllld-blod. '' 11h a concrete floor to the s0uth-east porch and " ttlcd floor w the 
'outh·\\ c~t porch . 

I IS"I 0 1• FH : I· £ RE'\O.S 

l"larJ,..: I> I I I '16 1 b Church flui ltlmg & Chur~h Rc~luratlon 1n Ca..:rnarvonshirc [)unng the I IJth Century fi·rllt.!fKIIom oft ·,,ullan·o•llillrt! f !WtJI'Il"tli Soud\' f'r,f 1: 11 

Ln>)slcy I· I I 1'>4·1 Screens & Ll11\S in \\ ales Jr,Jwt'alogw Ctuuhrcnsts I of .\CI J/1 pp X!< 

(jl} nne ~tr S R 1900 1\otc; on the Older l"hurchc~ 111 the !'our \\'dsh Dit>ccscs lrcfl,wolt•f,iu t "<1mhrmm I <•1.\"1'1! pp 172-174 

llu!!ho & North 1424 711<! Ultl Clwrche.t o_f,\nnu,/nmu pp 237-2-16 

I 1:\\f' S 1833 Topor,rnplucnllhcllvll<Jn vj ll'u/,•.r ( t\l· 

Rl \IIi\ 1\\' 1\loOa C.u-man·onshtrt' f"of If C,•,tral pp I ::!3·12-1 

'-no\\dnnia 'l~tiC>n.ll Pari. Sot:ict~ 1 \IS-I t\lhlttinn,tl note-; on the Churches /fuch•·' ~~ \tJrth- Tlw Old Clwrt.hr!s u[\"nouJoma pp ~9C) 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON CARNGUWCH PARISH CHURCH 

CARNGUWCH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6919 

PRI:. 1974 COUNTY: Cocrnorfon NGR: SH37414182 
DEDICATION: BEUNO 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectura l investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY. Ll}n 

l'eiJ' poor 

Medium 
Medium 

STATUS: Redundant 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for :~rchaeolog ical investigation 
Group Value 

1 hts church is included in rhe Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt WE 1926, 190). It is the s ite of a large medieval church 
\vhit:h was n:plnced 111 1881 by a new church There arc no visible remains of the fonner church. 

CLMETERY 
r he StOnl' "ailed rectilinear churchyard encloses a raised cur" tlrnenr area\\ hich probably represents the earlier 
church) ard. fh1s raised <~rea JOms '' ith tht: present boundary to the east and" est of the church. There an: traces of a 
curvil111ear 5hallow d1tch and low bank on the nonh side of the church. The gravestones within the earlier curvilinear 
churchyard are all dated prior to 1882. ,,.h1ch corresponds with the date of the present church. It is probable that the 
chu rch yard was extl!nd..:d and enclosed with a rectangular stone boundary when the new church was built. There is an 
c\tcnsiun on the nonh ~ide ofthe earlier churchyard which contains burials dated af1cr 1886. The rectilinear 
churchyard is only slight I~ raised :~bove the surround ing ground. The churchyard entrance is located on the west side. 
I he area of the church~ ard was given as I rood and 6 poles tn a terrier of 1780 (NL W 8/TERR/169). The churchyard ts 
well kept but the stone boundar) wall I'> collupsmg on the ea'>t side. fhere are no s igns of the medieval church withm 
the chlll chyard. 

~11 OJEVi\L CHURCI I 
I he chun.:h was dcscribet.l 111 rhe llJth ccmur) as cruciform rn shapL' and a terrier of 1776 records that the churcl1 was of 
.,j, ba~s "ith two ai::.fl!c;. one oft\\ o bays on the south-east side. and another of two bays on the north-west side (NL W 

I 'e1:v ponr 
Nrmc 
I cr:v poor 

B fERR' 168 ). ,\ 1:\11: I )th .1nc.J earl) 16th century east "indo" from the medieval church was re-used for the church bu i It 
in 1882 In the terrier of 177(> it "as recorded that there ''as d font. and an old reading desk :~nd pulp11. Thl' pulpit 
,,a., ttpiJced b~ a l\Hl c.ltcl-.cr pulpit in the early 19th century. 

I ~·1\ ~~ stat~:s that tht church "as rebui lt "ith the C\ceptiLlll of the c.1~t end in 1828 (L..:wis S 1833 ). 

\JODI· RN Cll LTRCII 
I he prc~~.:nt church ",,,but it in 1882 b) I knf) "en ned)' complctd) replacmg tht: e.trftcr church. It has a continuous n;nc 
.md .:han~d \\ nh ,I '>quart.: bclltol\ er at the west end . There is a no11h door, two \\ indows in the nor1h wall and two 
\\ mdo"·s 111 the south" Jil. The lure 15th to early 16th century east wmdow was re-set. rhere are two low arches. 4 m 
long. at th~: bottom ufthc centre ofthc south and nonh wnlls. These featUres may indic:.Jtc the location of crypts. 
p1obabl) retaining the hurbl funct 1onufth~: demolished chapds of the medieval church. 

Fll 111\G:::. 
I hL" rnoC .mc.J fitting~ art: 19th cemur) 111 date with e:~rly 19th ccntur~ benches. a bO\\ pew and a double decker pulpit. 

t)J"IIFR 
Walls of roughly cuurseJ loca l rubble. Frcstonc dress ings and a modern slate roof. 

The w<tll:> arl! pointed C\ll.'rnally and plastered internally and show no signs of incorporating medieval fabric or 
... tune'' ork. 

I he flooring of the church consists of tile paving with timh~:r boards below the pew!>. 

Nll :.ign or a drain or ~oakawnys were noted nround the course of the walls. 

Datt' Visitt:d: 199-t S 

I t•.r Ot RU F.J<I '< 1." 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON CARNGUWCH PARISH CHURCH 

Clarke M L 1961 h Churd1 Building & Church Rc~torallon in Caem:uvon~h1rc During the 19th Century Transactions ofCal!rnun·onslttre Histoncul SocteiJ' l'ol 2:! p 

Clarl.;c i\·f L 1961 b ChLtrch Bu1lding & Church Restoration in Cacmnrvonslmc During the l l.Jth Ct!ntury Transactions ojCurmarvonshire Historicul Socrety l'ol n p 

L~11 isS 1833 Topogmplucul /Jrcnonary of Wokt CAR 

L.unt W r: (ed) 1926 /he I 'alrwttoll o) .Vorwrcll /_'5./ pp 190 

RCJ\11\1\\ JQ64 Cuerwrnonthrrc l"a/ /1/ II est pp '17 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON CEIDIO PARJSH CHURCH 

CEIDIO PARISH CHURCH 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Cacrnarfon 
DEDICATION: CCIDIO 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survi val of Medieval arch itecture 
Potential fo r architectural investigation 
Value of documentary ev idence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY. Llyn 

Medium 
Aledlllm 
l'ety poor 

PRN: 6920 

NGR: Sl-128783821 

STATUS: Redundant 

Su rvival of finings !'ovr 
Potential for archaeological investigation Poor 
Group Value \'unt! 

Thi~ church is listed in the Norwich tax at ion of 1254 (Lunt W E 1926. 190). The church or continuous nave and chancel 
probably dates from rhc late 15th cen1t1ry, bu t it was heavi ly restored in Victorian times, and retains few early 
fcntures. 

CCt>.fETERY 
lhc churchyard is cur.lluH~ar in form'' tth a stone·\\ ailed boundal') and is overgnm n in places. It is raised 0.8-1.5 m 
and IS s lightly encroached b~ a garden on the south side. The churchyard was extended around I 900 on the east side and 
the curvi linear bani-.. up to 0.6 m high , of the earlier eastern boundary can still be trnced. There have been modem 
burials in the easkm exll.!ns ion. Sections of the west wa ll of the churchyard havt: co llapsed. There is a lych gate on 
the <;OUlh·WCSt SiJc or the churchyard 

CHURCH 
lhc church comprrs~:~ a contutuous na' c and chancel of the late 15th or early 16th century. The date for the walls has 
been reached on the bt~sls of the roof dating to c.l500. of\\ hich three arch-braced trusses with diagonal ~tnlls survive. 
·" blocked doom a~. "ith ::1 square head. at the "est end of the north w:JII is probably of this date. 

I1JIII Cl:NTURY IU·STORATIONS 
In the I 9th centur) the church was restored The upper courscs of the wnlls and the west gable were rebuilt. the roof 
rc)tored and the belli') added. A door" as insened in the "est ''all of the church. three windows were insent:d in the 
-.outh :1nd north "ails <lnd a "mdo" "il\ tn-;cned in tht: east "all It is pc1ssible that the east em t\\O "indo'' s in the 
nonlr "all arc in earlier opcnmgs 

Fl niNGS 
I'll<.' seating i:. I 'Jth ..:cnttH) in dare and n:·u~c~ earlier pew ends. some of which nrc insert bed in a styli.: c 1150. 

CHill R 
Built or rough!) cour;.ed btlUiders. t:\ct:pt for the modern bell cote which is of drCS5Cd blocks. Modern freestone 
dressings. 

I ht! t!Xtt!rna l ck\ at ions have b.::en rihbon pllintcd. The enst wall is hidden by ivy. Lnrge sections ul· the north wnll arc 
pnintcd with Vt'l') rOl1l' ~tOnl· dt:finitiL111, in COntrast to the SOUth and WeSt walls rhe internal elevatiOnS pJastcrJ. 

I he tunhcr floor ot the church h::ts been IO\\crcd 0 . .3 -0.-lm 

t\ shai iO\\ drainnge trench was n0ted on the north side of the church. 

Datt- Visited: 19041.5 

I J-; I OF HI:.I-TIH:'\( l:-. 

I t:\\ is '-. I 833 Tnpogr(lplttC'.I/ l>tmantlf1 o_JII,,J,·j U t 

I unt w F (.:d) 192(, n,, #'(J{It(lltOII 11{ \ 'on!ldl I ~5./ 1'1' 1111 

RCi\111\tW IC)(•-1 < th'rtt<Jn•on:./11rc J'o/ Ill lle1t PI' \II 



GAZETTEER OF CH URCH ES: CAERNARFON CLYNNOG FAWR PARISH CHURCH 

CLYNNOG FAWR PARISH CHURCH 

PRC 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon 
DEDICATION: BE UNO 
DJOCESl:: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
<;urvival of Medieval architecture 
Potcntinl for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary c:v1denc~ 

GCNLRAL 

RURAL DEAN ERY: J\rfon 

I cry Good 
Poor 
\tedium 

PRN: 6922 

NGR: SH4l-l44969 

STATUS: Regular use 

Survival of firtings Good 
Potential for archaeological investigation Good 
Group Value l ·e,J Good 

An t:\cellcnt example of a late mcdievnl church. largely erected during the late 15th and early 16th centuries, and 
comparable to '~ork at Bangor Cathedral and the re-build ing atllolyhead. The s ite is menlioneu in the J\nna les Cambriae 
dlll ing n Norse rnid in 978. and hn~ strong claims to being one of the more imponant Clas churches in Caemarfonshirc, 
5econtl on ly to Bangor. Lih.e so many of the Clas churches. it adopted collegiate status after the conquest. Alongside 
the church is a 16th century chapel knO\\ n as Capel y Bedd, built over an earl ier stone structure of unknown dnte, but 
thought to mark the location of the ~aints grave. St Beuno's wellliec; alongside the road a short distance to the 
~outh <Jootl descriptions of the church nrc gi-.en by Hughes and North (JQ24262-277) and RCAIIMW (1960. 36-42). 

C[\IL II·RY 
l he dwrch) urtl•s Irregular 111 form Jnd IS enclosed by a stone wall. and is slightly raised on the west and nonh sides. 
It ts po!>sibk that the irregular form 15 derived from extensJOns made before 1840. The south-eastern boundary is 
terraced into ris ing ground. lorming an embankment for the present road . The churchyard is entered by a lych gate at 
the nnrth-east corner of the church~ard. II is probable that a larger enclosure may have existed. surrounding the 
pres..:nt churchyard. and ddinmg the snnctunr) area of the cl.ts. The present housing lO the north-east and south-west 
l•f the church antlthe ro:td to the '>Ollth-easr may have encroached mto this larger enclosure or the original churchyard 
In addition. the tields to the north-..:ast. west and south-west of the churchyard may contain earlier structural remains 
and hound.tncs associ;Hed "ith the d.ts 

E\ca.,auon~ to the south or the church 111 I Q 13 n:"ealed the C'\IStence of bulfuings of uncertain function. 

f'h~.: I Oth centu~ <;undial '' •tl1111 tlw dltlrchy;u \\ as found r~-uset1 t.t~ cl footbridge at Pont II) fni to the north . 

CJ IUI~Cll 
I he present ~!lurch of crucit(mn !) h,tp~.:, consi-.ting of v. est to\1 cr. nave. north and south transepts, chnnccl. north porch 
anJ a north 'estr) ofC the ch;mccl ",ts bui It bet\\ e~.:n the late 15th unt.lthe early 16th centunes. 

fhe chanc..:l and the north and south trnn~epts ''ere built c. l.tl!O anti have embattled parapets with pinnacles at the 
e<1rn~.:rs. The chancel has t\\ u \1 md0\1 ~ on the ~outh side. an cast wmdow and one north "indo\\ and is seperated from the 
c:ro~"lllg b' a chancel arch. fhc unprcssivc c.tst "indo\\ of seven lights v. ithin a four-ct:ntred arch is echoed b} the 
three ltl!.ht "indnws in the north ,md ... outh walls There are some mason's marks on the stones of the crossing. There is 
a s~.:ui lm anu pisc ina below the west an wino ow oft he south wall of the chancel and a lower doorway beneath the western 
window. There is an o.t..:rnal stair turret at the junction of the chancel anu the south transept which is entered from a 
door in the somh tran~ept. 

fhc transepts have simiiJr \\ indow5 to the chancel on their west anti east sides. and five light winuows in the north and 
SlHilh "ails. which also contain a lower tlo<tr. Th..:re are two rcccsse~ in the north wall of the north transept and a 
smgle rccc~c; in the south wall of the south transept. 

l"he na\ l' \\as added c. 1500. antl IS connectetl to the crossing by an arched open in g. It has a north and south door at the 
west end of the north and south walls, embattled parapets with pmnacles at the comers, a window in the north wall and 
t\\ o windows in the south wall. similar. though not identical, to those in the chancel. The nave roof is original. It is 
ol five bays between cnmbt:reu beams ~upportcd by arched brackets and hammer beams alternately. The brackets and hammt!l 
beams, with spandrels Ii i led with open tracery, have moulded bases resting on stone corbds. Each bay is divided into 
twelve panels with carvcd foliated bosses at every junction. 

In the carl} 16th centur) a to\\er ot tim·~ stages'' as added to the we~t end of the nave. It has an arched opening to 
the nme Jnd a door in the ~outh and ,,ec;t walls rhe label stops of the ''estem door are carved human heads. the 
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southern , of a mitred bishop is contemporary. A I so at this date a north porch of two storeys was added, with windows 
in the west and east walls. and a recess in the south-west corner. The first noor is entered by a doonvay in the east 
wall, reached by a wooden stair. A passage within the south wall from the first floor leads to a loop giving a view of 
the nave. A vestry of three storeys was added to the north side of the chancel. The vaulted ground noor is reached 
through a doorway from the chancel and the first floor is entered through a door in the west wall with an externa l 
stair. There is an east window to each of the three storeys and a north window to the upper two storeys. 

LATER WORK 
In the 17th century a vaulted passage. wlth later windows inserted in the east and west walls. was buill connecting the 
c;outh door of the tower to the Capel y Bedd 

In the 19th ccntlll) the church was re~tored at various times. In 1827 the seating of box pews was replaced. A plan 
showing the previous seatmg arrangements and those proposed in 1817 has survived (NL W 8/Maps/~2). 

The roofs of the chancel and the ~outh and north transepts were replaced in the 19th century. 

FITrtNGS 
There is a 13th century roll moulded jamb stone lying within the tower. There are thirteen pre 19th century memorials. 
uating from 160tJ to 174.3. A lthough th<' seat ing was replaced in the restoration of 1827, the church retains a good 
collecuon of earl: 19th century pewo; w1th the addition of a late 17th century seat in the chancel, and a pulpit of c. 
1700 There is a restored early 16th ccntuf) screen of eight bays beneath tl1e chancel arch . It has a cenrral doorway 
and a rood loft abO\ e. This was restored Ill 19~0. when pictures of the screen ''ere taken before restoration (GAS 
X Pf ~8 146 ). The ch01r stalls withm the chancel are probably contemporary with the earl)' 16th-century screen. There 
~~a 17th ccntur~ screen beneath the arch bet\\ cen the west to'' er and the nave. which has a Joor at the north end. 

OTIILR 
The wall~ arc vi rough ly coursed quarried rubble. with dressed quoins. The dressings are of grey. bu IT and red 
sand<;tont·. I '!h.: roof has a modern lead covering with slate over the porch and vestry. 

Jhc C\tcnor 1s pomted with good s10nc definition. The walls arc masked by plaster mtcmnll) w1th the exception of 
the to\\ cr. p.1ssage and the upper room of the porch which are limewashcd 

f"he church I\ SIOOC Ooorcd. 

In 199-'i the lllll'fnal walls llfthc \t''itr~ wt:rc rcplastered dunng whi.:h an opening in the nonh wall ofth~ chancelwa~ 
noted 

A dra1m1gc trl·rwh "as c:\cJvatcd in I 9 I:; <.~ l ong the south walls of tlw churL h. 

C'AI'EL Y B[OD 
fhi~ 'itfll<.:turc \\as built 111 the ~arl~ 16th ccntur~. It has windo\~!> or that date m the cast wall. or li\'l! og~e lights 

111 .t four-ccntreJ head. and in the north :md south'' ails each of thn..'c ltghts. and a contemporary door in the nunh 
1\,tll In the east \\..til .1re credence-; In the south '~all is a piscina fhcrc is an inremal stair turret in the nonh-

'' l'~t curnc:r 

In the mtd 16th ~.enrur;. a door 1\,t ~ 111~cncd 111 the'' est" all. A rc-uscJ 15th century window was re-set above the west 
door 

The 1 ool 1s modern and the chapel wns re-lloorcd in 1913 when the internal area was excavatcu. 

The chapel contains a cross inscribed stone from Glan Beunu. 

E:\cavations earned out in 1913 found an earlier structure under the noor of the present chape l measuring 5m b) 3m. 
"ith sltght remains of additional walls to the west and east. and a scnes of burials including some erst graves 
(Stallybrass 1914) Lack of dating evidence makes direct association of this structure with Beuno's church impossible 
to corroborntc. although it is likely thnt the stnrcture does mark the site of his grave. 

Dntc Visited: 199~'5 

t.ISI 0 1· ltfl·l:IU:.,n:~ 
ULntcr 1 \ \ 1116(, ,\ Fin: utll~ nrwg (. hur.:l1 I ran<<Jc'loC>fiJ o..f C<~anan orulur.· llt.llclf"''' :loCI<' f)' I o/!- pp 91i·l O(r 

Cur \ [) l'lli~ 1/,.h,I.J/ tug/nn pp ~71-~7' 
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CRICCl ETH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6925 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NOR: SH50063832 
DED!CA TION CA TIIERfNE 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANCRY: Eifionydd STATUS. Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigat ion 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

,\tedium 
Good 
Pour 

Survival of fittings Medium 
Potential for archaeological investigation foor 
Group Value ·\tedium 

A church oft\\0 equal si;ed :-~isles. possibly dating from the time ofLI}welyn ap Gruffydd. who may have been responsible 
for the dedicatiOn to St Catherine, but the dat ing evidence is not secure. A recent study of the church suggests live 
principal phast.:s of building. starting in the c:-trly 13th cen tury and end ing in the 19th Ct!ntury. There is a slight 
po-;sibilit} of the existence of a church prior to the 13th century. but there is no certain proof. The principal 
refat•nces are RCAliM \.\ ( 1960. 57): Glynnc (I 900. 180) :1nd GAT( I 993) 

CI::.METERY 
The church) tml at Criccieth is partly curvilinear on the south and east em sides and has a gate in the \vest s1d1.:, south 
of,.,hich IS a stt.:pped mounting block. fhc churchyard boundary is fom1cd by a stone wall and ''as substantially ra1sed 
above thc le\ el of the surroundmg lane on the\\ est, the road on the south and the garden to the east. The cemetel) 
wall sho"s man) changes due to rebuilding and the western, northern :md most of the ea~tem boundaries arc linear and 
recent in date. The bank1ng of the fonner eastern boundary, m present within the adjoin ing garden, coukl be observed. 
fhe churchyard ha~ been encroached on the western side by the buikling of an access lane and on the eastern and northern 
sides by the gardens ofadjoming properties. The path to the \\CSt door has been lowered 0.5 m below the level of the 
dJUrch)ard. A sundial of 173-1 has been set up on the churchyard wall. Modem bunal has occurTed in the \\estern 
c,ection of the church~ ard nnJ an extensson of the church on the north side 111 1993 has involved the excavation of burial 
deposits. Tlu: earliest known reference to the site is 134.1 (Pryce A I 1929, 171 ). 

C.IIURCII 
A church of t'H' equal c.1zcJ .u,les. of" hich the sou them at~lc could d:llc I rom the eJrl} 13th centur:. although the 
north aisle d,lte~ from c 1500 

.-\ sill d)' ol thc church wa~ c<~rrkd out in 1993, '' hicll re-evaluated the earlier findings of the Royal Comrn1ssion (GAr 
1993. RCAIIMW 1960, 57) Whereas the l,lttcr suggestt'd thl! \\ e~t end of the south aisle dated from c. 1300 and the 
r-:mninder of the structurt! from c. 1500. the former suggests that the "est end or the south aisle is early 13th ccnrul). 
Jnclthe east cnJ is ofthc later 13th ccntur~ 1 hese sugge'>tlons rrincipalty result from a study ofthe fabnc of the 
church, wh 1ch suggests a <.lirtcrcnce between the north and sou th aisles, and a difference between the east and west end 
of the south aisle. It is therefore possible that the present cast winc..low (assuming it is a copy of the original window 
11fc. 1.300 date) could date the east end of the south aish.:. The study also showed that the west door, rather than 
be1ng rebuilt on Its north 'idt:. had a new arch mserted ::md tt'i threshold IO\\ ercJ. 

rhereforc tht! eJstern pan of the chancel appears to hm·c been an :Jddition of the late I Jth or enrly 14th century, 
creating a continuous nave and chance l, and though the Roya l Commission identified the east end of the chancel and lhc 
nonh aisle as being of one buiiJ. the s lightly differing alignments and styles of the east walls of the chancel and 
north aisle suggests that they Jre not con temporal). 

I he north aisle and arcade was added c.l 500, although the prt!sent arcade is a modern rebuild. A blocked doorway and 
window can be traced in the north wall or thc ais le. A second blocked window in that wall, suggested by the Royal 
Commission, could not be idcntifiell. 

fhe roofs, although rebuilt, hove late medieval arch-braced trusses, some" ith foils fom1ed from the struts. and some of 
the purlin~ and rafters arc original. 

The dimensions given in the terriers of 178-1 (NL W 8 /TERR/2:!8) and 1907 (NLW I:VTI/1) corresponded\\ ith those of the 
church prior to the construction of the north C.\ tension in 1993. 

All the" in dow~ of the church "ere inserted, pr<,bably into original orenings. in the 19th century. A belfry was ::tdded 
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and a small round light was inserted in the western gable. 

FITTINGS 
Archaeological fragments of window heads of uncertain date were found to the south of the west door of the church and a 
mullion fragment is mounted on the churchyard wall. 

There is a bench of 1753, a 17th century communion table base and late 18th century communion rails. There is one pre 
19th century memonal dated 1692 

OTIIER 
Walls are of roughly coursed local rubble'' ith gritstone dressmgs. The roof IS of modem slate. 

The e~ternal elevations are poinred with medium ro poor stone definition. The interior IS plastered. 

I he tlooring is of ''ood blocks bdo'' the pews and the aisles are ~tone flagged. rtw noor was lowered in 1911 (NLW 
11/F/ 1 19) 

\drainage trench lm deep \1as C:\cavatctl against th~: north 11all of the north aisl~o: in 1957 and extended along the length 
,,, the north a1sle 1r1 I C)Q3 

[JdlL• V bitcJ: 19CJ..JI) 

1 1.., r OF tu:n:Rnn :-. 
( hr~c \I t l'lb 1 t> l hurdl UutiJmg & ( hurch Rc~tur.llit>n '" Ca~man l'n,tun: Uuring the 19th C ~ntur~ 7r,ms,rcuon< o/ Cucm<~rmnshtre lfistorr.·ul \'c•,·rc:/1 l'ul :: I' 

{, \I I '><lJ <;t <.. ~th~lln~·s l'hurd1. ( rtell'th Rq•tlfl ,\o I.' I pp 1·10 

(,I\ nn~ ~1r S R I 900 '-•'tc' <Ill 1h~ Older Churd1c' 111 the l'l'ur Wdsh 1>11'~17><:' lrchm•vlo!(ltl C amhrt·n>t.r I 'u/.rl ·11 pp 180-1 S I 
I ell!\', I X1l Tnpt~gl<ll'luc·,rl ll!CII0/1<11") of H'ulc.r ( IU 

t'r" ~c 1\ I I 1129 n,,. /lwn'.H' of llaflgur dunn.~ (hrt'<' ( 1!11/llr~<·s pp 171 

I{( \1 1,\1\\' 1••611" ( Lll/'/1(/rlti/1.\IIII'L l'ol/1 ( L'llll'<tl rr '7-5$ 
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DENEIO PARISH CHURCH 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon 
DEDICATION: BEVNO 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Medieval arch itecLLJre 
Potent ial for architectural investigation 
Value of documen tary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY: Llyn 

Ve1y poor 
None 
I ·el}' pc>ur 

PRN: 6926 

NGR: SH37273574 

STATUS: Redundant 

Survival of fittings None 
Potential for archaeo logical investigation Medium 
Group Value l'e1J· poor 

Originally the parish church of the Borough of Pw llhcli . although its status was that of a chapel under rhe church or 
Llannor, St Beuno's was token down in 1879, when the present (now ruinous) cemetery chape l was built, and its functions 
were taken over by the new church of StPeter's (consecrated October, 1887) in the centre of the town. 

The medieval church formerly lay· in the nonh-west comer of the graveyard . Princ ipal references are RCAHMW ( 1964, 31) 
and Davies ( 1910, 230-24 1 ). 

CErvJETER Y 
Tl1e first mention of the church OC(ured in the Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt 1926, 190). The present churchyard is 
recti linear with a curved stone-\\ a iled boundary. [t has a road on the western side and at the west end of the north 
s ide . The earlier churchyard is located in the north-west wmer of the present churchyard, to the north of the path 
from the west entrance, In 1840 the churchyard was rectilinear in shape with a possible extension at the east end of 
the nonh side. This area is slightly raised above the area of the churchyard extension and contains many pre- 1859 
gravestones. The clwrchyard was est ended on the east side in 1859 (NL W 8/F/12 J) when the medieval church was pullet! 
Jo\\ nand replnced by a mortuary chapel in the extended churchyard ant! a new church built in the town of Pwl lhel i. This 
area of the churchynrd is s lightly overgrown. The entrance to the churchyard is at the south end of the west boundary 
;:~Jjoining the road . The dirm:nsions of the churchyurd were given as 40 yards (36m) long and 40 yards wide (36m) in a 
terrier of 1776 ( N I. W [VTI/ 1) 

rv!EDII-V t\ I. CIIURU I 
The site of the church medieval church lay in the nurth-western portion of the present churchyard. Its locution cun 
roughly he de term incd \\' ithin thl' Hre<l where the grave:; post-date 1859. 

In 1776 the church wa::. tkscribetl as a single celled nave and chancel with a north chapel. with dimensions of 15 yards in 
length and 7 yards wide with n cross aisle 8 yards square (NL W B/TERR/248). 

T11o galleri<.:s \\'~:n: l1tult in 1730 (GAS X/PE/19/ 199) and noted in the terrier of l776 (NLW 8/TERR/248). 

r he church was described b~ Lew Is as being "very sma ll and in a state of great dilapidation ... . bui lt somewhat in the 
furnl ofthc Rom;rn ku~.:r L (Ll'lliS S ll03, DEN I. 

1 his church was'' as Jemolished in I ~5Q, at which time it was proposed to use material from it tor the cemetery chapel. 
Tlus chape l was demolished in 1977, leaving a low ruin. No medieval material was noted in the walls of the demolished 
chapd . 

No decorated ma~onry or fitt ing-; from the med ieva l church hnve survived. 

Dntc Visited: 199-1/5 

LIST OF RF:FEH.E~CE~ 
Lcwi,; S I SJ3 l ilpogmph!coi/Jn•fwnro1· I!( Wall's DEN 

RC'i\11~1\V 1 ()6~ Co('ml/1'\'1!11.1/llr<' r·u/111 . ll'c<l prJI·32 
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DOLBENMAEN PARISH CHUROI PRN: 6927 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH5066.t3l4 
DEDlCA f!ON: MARY 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Eifionydd STATUS: Regular usc 

A~SESSMENT RATINGS 
Survivol of Medieval architectur~ 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evadencc 

Gf:.NERAL 

.1/edtum 
Poor 
l"en· poor 

Survival of linings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A sma ll ~angle cell church of the 15th ccntur}, restored with new windows and door in the 19th century. Its 
contcrnrorary roof i~ by fJr it~ hc~t fcnturc. It <;lands adjacent to a monc. 

CEMEl ERY 
The churchyard is 1rregular in form" Jth a stone-walled boundary. The boundary walls are linear but the shape of the: 
wco;tcm boundar) suggests that this was once cun ilinear "hich ha!. been replaced with sections uf linear" all in g. This 
1s supponcd by the existence of an area around the church which 1s raised I m above the rest of the churchyard. The 
h.utk of this area can be traced JUSt msu.le the non hem comer or the churchyard and continues around to the south east 
of the I) ch gate. lt1s probable that the ~ast, north and south sides of the churchyard were e:\tendcd to gh c a more 
rectilinear shape to the church) ard. pol>siblc ly in 1 S47 when the lych gate was built. The churchyard had bc:en e:\tcndcd 
on the ea~ t side by 1927 (NL W 13 C/28 ). rhc lych gate dated 18~ 7 on the south s ide of the churchyard has a reset date 
!.ton;.: of 17-17 and is rendered interna lly 

CHURCJ I 
I he church con:.1sts of a cont1nuous nave anu chancel or the l-Ith or 15th century. This is doted by reference to the 
ruof. '~hidt is the on I) dateable pnn n:maining. and ,,·hich consi-;ts of <;JX arch-braced collar bl!nm trusses with large 
cuspcd '' mdbraccs ·\ blocked wmdo'' Jt the \\est end of the nonh wall1s probably of this dah.: 

l.cw1~ de<,cnhe~ the church as "a small ~tructurc in the later St) lc of English architecture, bulltm 1-11:!" (Lc,.,is S 
lX3;. DOll 

1\ gal let ' "n~ n1ention~:J 111 .11crm·r 1>f 1811 . 

191'11 Cf NTURY RESTORATIONS 

I ·erv poor 
Poor 

..\lcdwm 

In the 19th ccnllll) the church was rt·~torcd /\ door'' as inserted at the west end or the south ,,,afl of the church. t\\ o 
"indtm s were 1n~crteJ in the.: south wall a "<IS windo" 1nsertcd at the cast cnd of the nonh wall and 11 mdow was inst>rtcu 
Ill the Ci\\1 \\JII. rht: IICSI \\<Ill liaS rCCOllStructed 

l· llTING" 
fhe 'catmg was replaced 111 I <)JI) ( N L \\' H F/1 ~8) and thr:re ts panelling winch re-uses ~ullle of the early I !)th Ct'ntury 
g.llicr) r:-~rapct 

Then: 15 a single mcmonal dated 171!) 

orJJCR 
fhc walls arc of local mbblc \\ ith long quoins. The modem" mdo\\S and door have roughly squared voussoirs. 

fhe external elcv:nions have been heavily p0111!ed with very poor stone definition; lhe south wall quite recently. lv> 
covers the sect1on of the north "all '"here the blocked I\ indow was noted. The inrernal elevations arc plastered. The 
west and north-west corner of the internal walls were replastered and the walls painted in 1930 (NL W B/F/128). 

1 here is timber nooring bene.llh the pews. the .1isle is concreted and covered with slate slabs and the chancel flooring 
is of York stone slabs. The re-tlooring was carried out in 1930 (NL W H/F/ 128). 

There i-; an indication of a shallow dnunage trench around the church 
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LIST OF Rt-: I· ERJ:::\CES 
Lc\\iS S 1833 Topograpluml Dictionary of Wales DOL 

RC1\H\I\., l1160a Cn<!mnn ·onslur<! l'ol II (cntwl pp 65 

DOLBENMAEN PARISH CHURCH 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON DWYGYFYLCHI PARISH CHURCH 

DWYG YFY LCHI PA RISH CHURCH PRN: 6930 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Cncmarfon NGR: Sl-173677730 
DEDICATION· GWYNAN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arlkchwedtl ST A fUS. Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surv ival of Medieval arch itecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
V<Jiue of documental) evidence 

GENERAL 

l'ery poor 
Very ponr 
Ponr 

Surviva l of fitt ings 
Potcntiu l for archaeo logica l investigation 
Group Value 

l'e1y fJOfll" 

f'nnr 
'\une 

The site of a mcd1cval church. which was rebui lt in 1760 anJ again in 1889. Two window fragments from the medieval 
church arc visible in the walls of the present <:hurch (llughes and North 192-1, 164-5; RCA I!MW I 956, 85; Roberts D .J l lJ77-
8. 10- 13). 

CE".1CTI:R'r 
lhere "as a church here: 111 the 13th centul). listed in the ~orw1ch taxation of 125-1 as "Duygeu ilby" (Lunt 19~6, 190). 
1 he carlter church~ ~lfd may hJve been curilinear in form as suggested by the cur\c of the north-west, north and nonh­
cJc;t h0undar\'. It may subsequen tly have been extended to the south and made more rectangular in form, with curved 
corners at the nort h-cast and north-west. The churchy3rd has n stone-walled boundary and is bounded by a road on the 
north-west. west and ~outh sides. It is ra1sed 1- 1.5 m on the west and north sides and 2 m on the east and south sides. 
The churchyard ''a' C.\lended on the ea~t side in 1871 (NL \A 0 'C 32) The sou them half of the former linear eastern 
bounda~ is no'' marl..ed b~ a stone fJccd bani.. 0.5-1 m high. !here is also a modem extens1on on the north side ofthe 
orig.mal churhc) ard "h1ch ''as used for bunal until recent I) rhe churchyard is entered through a modem lych gate in 
the south end ofth~: 1\CSt \\::til but there were nlso entrance~ at the west ends of the north and south walls (NLW B/C/32). 
rhc t;1nn<Jccd path~ inw the churchyard haw been lowen:d 

Aeforc the additwns 11.1 the dlllrch bullt 111 I XX8 a plan was made of the position 11f graves that\\ ould be di~turbed (NL W 

B t- 1441 

In 1891 a rombstllllC \\a:> removed and tlw old gate lcadm;,.•·tthc road was blocked and a nt!w. more convenient. entrance 
11110 the ch urchyarJ ''as made. Unfortunatclv no plan or fl l ·renee" hich '' ou ld inJicate the location of the old or new 
entrance was made ( Nl W B F 1-15 ). l lowcver. the earlier 1 ,.1 1 of the churchyard in 1871 shows an entrance at the west end 
of the south ''':lll (Nl.W B F 1-t-1) and the prcscm entrance" now SltuateJ at the south·\\CSt corner. It is probab le that 
th1~ \\as the cntrJncc that '' ,,s mo1 ed 111 I SQ I 

\II DII:.VAL CHURCH 
llug.hcs and North ( 192-1. 16-1) state that the mcd1cval churc.h '' .ts ~.:ruciform m 1760. before demolition, although they do 
not statc their ::.ource LC\\ IS states that the church . '' hich \\:.1-; dedicated to St lt!gOI\Wy. was "a small neat edifice" 
(Lt!wis S 1833). fhc n•cdicval church cannot be traced within the churchyard or within the masonry of the present church 
I J ow~:vcr, there 1s a 15th or 16th century wino ow heJd re-used a~ a quoin in the ~outh-\\ est angle of the nave of the 
prc~ent church. and part uf a'' indo'' pmb rc--;et to the north of the we:.t Joor. 

i\IODERN CI-JURCII 
The present church ''as built in 1760 anti e.\tensively rebuilt in I 889. A plan \\US made of the 1760 church before the 
1889 rebuilding (NLW 8 /F/ 1-I..J). It consisted of a single celled nave and chancel with a west door, an east window and 
three windows in the south and north walls. The 1888 plan also shows the position of the stalls and benches. In 1889 
th~: church was extensively rebui lt by the arch itect EM Brucc Vaughan. The west end was lengthened. an angular apse was 
added to the east end. u nonh vestry and n south chapel were built. The seating arrangements were changed and an 
undcrlloor heatmg system\\ as introduced, running dO\\ n the central aisle and turning inro the vestry. The pews re-use 
'>Ome of the 18th century rafters. Four windows were inserted in the north wall and two in the south wall. The \\l'St 
door was built \\ ith three lancets above A chancel arch was built and an arcade of m o bays seperates the nave and 
south chapel. The faculty plan suggests that the north anti south walls of the 1760 church were retnined. However. the 
Jbsence of any tliffcrenccs in the build of these walls and the absence of blocked windows suggest that the walls were 
comp letely rebuilt from the foundation leve l, a lthough it is po~siblc that the walls were retained and rcfaced. 

I' I rrtNGS 
fhc:n.: is :1 marbk memonc11. dated 1701 , from the med11.'1al Lhurch on the south ''all of the nave. 
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In 1902 a new organ was placed in the east end of the south chapel. necessitating the repositioning of a stamed glass 
memorinl window of Queen Victoria (NL W BIF/146). 

OTHI:.R 
The walls are of roughly squared quarried blocks,\\ hich are rough I} coursed. The dressing5 <~re of sandstone 

The ex tenor is pointed with good stone definitiOn. The walls are mast..ed by plaster internally. 

The aisle and altar of the church are floored\\ ith tiles and there is umber boarding beneath the pews. There is an 
underfloor heating chnonel down the centre of the atslc. 

Date Vtslted· 199-t 5 

LIST 01- R(n:RE:\CF.!:> 
C'lnrl\c \11. 11J61b Church Ouilding & Clnlrch R~storalle>n in C~t:marvunshirc During the 11hh CclllUI') Tran:wcltrms o(Cocman·oll.rhir.• Hi.sJortcol SoCI~f1·ltil '-' p 

llu!!hc,&, ,,,nh 1<>.:!-l n,,. 0/cl('//1/rCI!t•st?{!lmJ\\clOn/U PP 16J- )(Ij 

l.unl \\ F (cd)l'l1{> Tit,· lalualtnn <d \onlldt/15~ pp )()::! 

RC "ttr-1\\ 11156 Cot•mun••mslure loll Los/ Jlp R5 

Ruben., Dll\177 ~~ li\1\11111 lhc f';m~ll(hurch ol'l>ll)g}'f}lchi /rmtsuC:ltOIISOjl'eiiiiiOCIIIIWllrl!tftortcoiSoctL'fl'lll---19-8 Pfl I0- 17 

\n''" JomJ ~alh'n;ll I' arlo. ~<'1:1~1} I <lS~ \dthlwnaltJCI!l'' vn lh' Church~s H11gh.:s <\ \'vrth - 77n! Old ( 'hurclt<'.' of \11mtdomo pp ~9-1 
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EDERN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6931 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH27953959 
DEDICATION· EDEYRN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RA Tl NGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potentia l for architectural invest igation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Vet)' poor 
Poor 
Vet:'' pour 

Survival of fittings 
Potential fo r archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

The site of a medieval church, rebui lt in 1867 on the footings of the former church. bUt with the addition of a south 
chape l to make a cruciform plan (RCAHMW 1964,33: Glynne 1900. 181-2). 

CEMETERY 
This church is listed in the Norwich taxation of 1.25-l (Lunt 1926. I 90), al though the site is assumed to be earlier. The 
churchyard is cu rvi linear in form with a curved stone-wa lled boundary from the west around south to the east which is 
raised 0.5 - 1 m above the surrounding groumd leve l. There is a linear wall on the north and north-east side and a lane 

Very poor 
Poor 
None 

on the north-\\ est side , The churchyard was extended on the north side before 1896 and recent burials have been made in 
this area. The former curvilinear northern boundary is now marked by the high, 4-5 m, bank of the raised area on which 
the church stands. The churchyard has been slightly encroached upon by housing on the south side. The main en trance to 
the churchyard is on the south-west side, with o further entrance at the north-west. The area of the churchyard was 
gtven as I acre in 1l terrier of 177n (N L W 8 /TERR/297). 

MCDIEVAL CI!URCII 
The medieval church w;.ts demolished m 1867 when the present church was bu il t re-using the earlier foundattons. In a 
terrier of 1776 the church was described as having e ight bays (NL W 8/TERR/297). The dimensions of the church were given 
in t 796 as I (1 yards in length and 5 yards in width with a cross bu ildi ng 8.5 yards in length and 5 yards wide. The 
church was described in 18-17 as having a l'\llltinuous nave and chance l with a 15th or 16th century east window, no windows 
in the nonh wa ll and a single window on the south side (Giynne 1900, 181-2). It is possible that there was an arch 
bwvccn the north chapd and the chnnce l. There was a screen. probably re lated to a ga llery. at the west end of the 
n:1ve and in 18-P the bc11c:hes were n:gardcd as moJcrn . There was a plain cy lindrical font. No fittings were rewined in 
the church built in 1867 ;tltl1llugh some of the roofbemns of the 15th centu ry were re-used in the north chapel. 

MODERN CHURCII 
The present church "·a ~ built m I 867 by Richard Coad. to the same plat1 as the medieval church, re-using the founda tions. 
A chapel was add~:d 011 the south s ick to make a cruciform plan, a south porch was built and a vestry was added at the 
junction of the chancel and north chapel. It is unclear how much of the medieva l fabric was retained; although it has 
been noted that the church was rebuilt from the foundations it seems that the stonework has been re-faced. The lower 
wJils of the north chapel and the chance l appear to be or a different build to the nave and south chapel and may 
possibly be part of the mcdic,·al fabr ic. The nave has a south door. two windows in the west wall and rwo windows in the 
5outh and north walls. !'he north and south chapels have a single window in the west and north walls and the roofofthe 
north chapel re -uses some 15th century roof trusses. The chancel has an east and A south window. 

FITTINGS 
There are no fluings or memorials from the medieval church The chest described by the Comm ission was not noted. but 
may have been moved. 

OTHER 
The walls are of loca l rubble with dressed quoins. Some areas of walling, particularly the west and east walls of the 
south chapel, use smalh:r stone than the remainder. Freestone dress ings. 

The level of external poin ting of the walls is sufficient to allow any fabric changes or features to be discerned. The 
walls are masked by plaster internally. 

The nisle and altar of the church are noorcd with quan·y tiles and there is timber boarding beneath the pews. 

There is a drain along tht: south and north walls of the church. 
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Date Visited: 1994/5 

LISl OF REFERE~n:s 

llurk~ M L I 96 I b Church Building & Church R.:,toration in Ca.: rnarvomhir~ During the 19th Century Tramacttnll.t vjCacrllan·omhirl! 1/tstrmco/ Snct~ty l'al !2 p 

l ro,slc) F II I~ II Scr,'l:ns & (.,,ns in \\ales ·I~V:-Iweolo~'" C umhreMts I of XC Ill/ pp 93 

Ulynn.: Sir S R 1900 Notes on th.: Old~ r Churchc~ in the rnur Welsh Oiocc;cs .lrcltaeologw Camhrcnsts l'o/.\T/1 pp ISI -182 

I C\\ is <; l RJJ Topograp/uca//ltcttona/'1 of ll'olt•s EDR 

Lunt W f' (cd) 1926 lhf! J'alualtull tl(,\orlltclt I ?5-I p[l 190 

RCAII:-.IW lilt. I Corrtwn·maltm l"o/1/1. II '' pp 3 ~ 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: CAERNARFON LLANAELHAEARN PARISH CHURCH 

L LANAELHAEARN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6937 

PRE 1974 COUNTY. Cncmarfon NGR: SJ-138704481 
DEDICATION: AELHAEARN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY. Arfon STATUS Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Med ieval architecture 
Potential Cor architectural investigat ion 
Value of documemary evidence 

GFNERAL 

Good 
Jlledium 
;\tedium 

Surv iva l of fittings 
Potential for archaeologica l investigation 
Group Value 

A church of cructfoml shape which, d~spitc considerable restoration in 1892, still contuins much of interest. The 
JcJ ication to St Aclha inrn, described as o puril of St Beuno. suggests an early foundation, as do the collection of 6th 
century inscribetl stones on the site (Nash- Williams 1950, !!8). The 12th century nave is early for Caemarfonshire. 
1 he original layout wa<; the typical single:: cell nave and chancel, with nonh and south chapels added in the 16th and 

Vel)' Goocl 
Ah:dn1111 
VlJUtl 

17th cemur:. almo-;t envelop10g the chancel. The chancel was C\tended to its present size during extenstve restorations 
mi892(RCAH\1\\. 196..J.'>7-8:HughesandNorth 1924.279-8t:Glynne 1900. 183) lnadditiontothe 12thcenturynaveand 
1-Ith century ''indo'' iJnd door. the 15th century screen and 18th century bo-: pews are of note. 

l'I.I\ IETI-RY 
rhc t.hurchyan.lts tm:gular in rom1 wtth a cun ed stone-walled boundary on the west side and linear boundanes on the 

'-Outh north anJ c,,q stdcs. The churchyard has been extended on the south and east side before 1840 and a large linear 
C\tensron has b~en made on the eastern end of the nonh boundar). The former curvilinear southern boundal") is no'' 
m.1r'-.cd b~ a 'e~ k"' bank on the south side of the church from the curved west em road boundary around south of the 
church and around th~: c.1~1 side of the chancel to the north-east extension. The nonh side of the churchyard has been 
encroached b~ ,, prorl·rty boundary. The original churchyard was used fo r burial unti l recently. The churchyard is 
entered from the roJd on the west ~ide'' here the path has been lowered 0.5 · 1m below the level of the churchyard. 
I here is an inst:ribcd stone. '' hich ''as dug up in the t:hurchyttrd in the western section of the churchyard. 

\1LD1EVAL CIIL"RC II 
\ cruct lom1 church t'f 11.1' t.. "tth bell-cute. nl1rth and south transepts. and chancel. wnh a vestry between the na\ e and 

llllrt h 1 ran-.ept 

fhc rlttvc ' ' :ts built in th~: 12th n:ntury and has<~ blocked round hcad~tl south door of basic construction with rubble jambs 
.111d 'oussoir:;. I he dtun::h rossibly hntl a continuous na' e anJ chancel Jt that tlate The chancel was shorter th<tn the 
pn;~cnt dtanL~I .111d 1~ sl111\\ n in a sketch maJc before 1892 ( llughcs and North 1924. 281 ). 

In th~: 1-lth ccti!UI) ,1 1\ltH.Iow of three segmental headed lights \\:lS ms~ned 111 the ea~t \\all ofthe chancel and a door 
\vith n pomteJ heaJ "·'"inserted in the" est ''all of the na-..e. 

In t h~: l.'arly I Gth ccnwry .1 "indo\\ wn~ inserted in tht: south wull ~1 f th~ nave. The nonh chapel was added 10 the 
~:ltancl'l \\ hich rclJIIl'> lh original ea~l W i llUll\\ ol' t\\ 0 scgmcntal-headet.l lights. 

I ;ncr 111 the 16th centur~ the south charcl wa~ .tdded. A re-set date <;tone of I 621 can be seen below the 19th-centur: 
'out h WtnUO\\. 

In the 18th ccnlllr) the bell-cote was addeJ. 

VICTORIAN AND LATER RESTORA fiONS 
~hortl) before 1848 the church was restored. and arches between the transepts and the chancel were adt.led (Anort 1848. 
8 I ). but were remo' l'd bter 

fhc chu rch was restored in 1892 ''"hen the chancel was lengthened with windows in the south and north walls. The chancel 
ha\ a cellar below its cast end which is entered through a door and lighted by a small window in the east wa ll. In the 
north wall a ch imney has been built fo r the heating system. The cast window from the earlier chancel was re-set in the 
cast wall. The arches between the chapels and the chancel were removed. Windows were inserted in the nonh wall of the 
nave. the north \\all of the nonh chapel and in the east and south walls of the south chapel. A nonh vestry was added 
at the .Junction of the na\c and the north chapel anJ \\aS connected to the nonh chapel b)' the insenion ofn door. The 
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roof was probably added at this date and incorporates three medieval arch-braced collar-beam trusses. The modem vestry 
has two similar medieval roof trusses as well as old purl ins and wind-braces. 

In 1930 the 12th century south door of the nave was blocked. 

FITTINGS 
The 15th century screen at the west end of the chancel consists of three bays on either side a central doorway. with 
tracery of leafed trefoi Is. The screen was moved to its present position in 1892, when it lost its medieval sill and 
loft (Crossley 1944. 96). There arc portions of panelling from early 18th century pews in the north vestry and an 18th 
century pulpit. There are late 18th or early I 9th century box pews in the nave and transepts. There is a re-set stoup 
to the east of the blocked doorway in the nave. A 6th century inscribed stone is set up on the internal west wall of 
the north chapel. There are two memorials in the north chapel dated 1702 and 1724. 

OTII ER 
The walls are of rubble with rough dressings of gritstone. Modem slate roof. 

The exterior was re-poimd in 1986 with good stone definition on al l but the nave. The interior is plastered except for 
the brick chaJlcel which is painted. 

The sancruary is floored'' ith tiles and woodblock and the nave and transepts have stone flagged walkways with timber 
boarding beneath the pews. 

There b ,1 :.tone walled dramagc trench around the walls of the church 0.5m deep. 

I t!- l' OF IU.I-FI<Pin:~ 

Alhl>l I ti·HI J.landh.li.lm l'nmh C lunch .lrdw~olog1u Camhn•t/SIS l 'o/ 111 pp S I 

( lar~c :-.1 I. I ()61 t> Church Buth.hng &. (.'hur.:h Rcstoratit•n 111 Cacrn:.r. tlll~hirc Dunn!_! the I 9ll1 Century Tr.,macnon< o.fCaernan·o11.<hire 1-/ismrrca/ Soc1~11 I nl ::: P 

( r.•s'l~~ I II 191 I l; cr~cns & Lull. 111 \\ ~~~" ,Jrdlu<!tJIUfttu Cumhron.\1< J n/ \CI Ill pp Q(,..QR 

l•h nne ~tr '> R I t)Otl !\otc~ on the Older Cht~rchcs tn the Ft•ur Welsh Otocc~c' lrchc~eologm C ambr""·"' I itl.\'1 II pp lli3 

llu~hc' & "\:t•rlh 111~.1 71:.- (J/d ClwrdJt·\ u( SmNrlcJ/11<1 pp :!79-:!1\3 

'\a,h·\\ illt;tm~ V L 1115(1 lht· F:wll C'lm<IIUII ,\/otl/1111<'111.< nf ll'olt·s pp SS 

I( ( All.\1\\' lll(\O,t (',n·m'"''""lwt• I a/ II C('lllrul pp 97-<>S 

~IIHIIdllllln N~uonal l'arJ.. '••.:tel~ 19114 ,\tlditll>nal 11\IIC' '"' the Churches ll11,t:hn .~ .\'or/It- Tit<' Old Church~:s '!/Snou•tlrmw pp 30 I 
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LLANARMON PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6939 

PRE 1974 COUN rY: Caemarfon NGR· SH423139J-l 
DEDICATION: GARMON 
DIOCESE: B:mgor RURAL DEANERY: r ifionydd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architectur~: 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documt'ntary evidence 

GENERAL 

Good 
.1\fedi u m 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A church ofrwo equal aisles. largely of c. 1500 date. which probably has earlier masonry. There was a church here in 
the 13th cc.:ntury as it is listed in the 1254 taxat ion (Lunt 1926, 190) nnd the 7th century hand-bel l and the dedication 
tu St Garmon .suggest an early d::lle for the site. The 16th century"' indows and door with the screen :~re of interest and 
the hand-be II is of particular note. 

CEMC ffRY 
lhc church} :mJ i~ curvilmear tn lonn '' 1th a curved stone-walled boundary and bounded b:- a road on the west. east and 
south sides. The.: churchyard 1s rrmed 0.75-1 m on all sides. There IS a wry low banJ.; within the easlt:rn portion of 
the church_>.ml whtch may signif} an aheration of the !me of the church)ard wall to the eastern outbuilding. fhc 
churdward was u;c.:d for burial until n:ccntl~ . The entrance to the churchyard is on the south side 

l'l flJRCII 
l'ht: church l'on3i~ts of rwo equal aisles and a modern south porch. 

Tht: ,,c,h.:rn scctwn of the north \\all nnd the west wall of the nave appear to pre-date the constructiOn of the aisles in 
c. I 'iQO I he l'\ 1Jence for this is ba~ed on the presence of a straight jomt in the walling just to the we~t of the 
c.t!ltcrn \\llldll" Jnthe not1h "all. It 1:. po:.:.ibk. ufcoursc, thattl11sjoim is associated with a central re-built area 
m the north walL and eH~n further possible thnrthe re-building became necessary if a north chapel had fonnaly 
c.:"stcd and wa~ demolished" hen the aislc.:d structure was built llowever, there is no hard evtdence for this scenario, 
:tlthou~h there.: ".1 s light difTcrence in alignmen t between the north and south aisles, so perhaps these arc of a 
thlkrc.:nt date. although there is no '>traight joint visible at the cast t:nd The north aisle has a late 16th century 

Mcclitmt 
.\ fedwm 
\11/k 

..:ast "itH.low of three l ight~ under a four centred head. The western doorway has a modern arch und there are two modern 
\ltllllc.l\\'S in the north \\'all . tht· eastern of three lights anJ the wc.:stcrn of rwo lights. 

The '>Olllh ;nslc "1111 n~ nrcadt· ol fc.1ur four-centred arches wa~ added c 1500. when the east end of the north ai!>lc was 
rcbu1lt The o;outh aisle contams an origm.tl cast\\ indow. of three cinque foiled lights under a four centred head. The 
"mtlo'' ,It the cast end of tht' <.,oc.tth ".til. oft\\ o trefoiled lights untler a square head. is also origmal but the" inJow 
.l! the \\c.:~tcnd of three lig.hh '"modern fhe origmal south doomay has a 1\\0 centred Mch. 

In the l.llc lAth centur) a \\indo\\ , ofthrec lights unde1 :1 four-ccntn:J head. was inserted in the cast \\all ofthc 
d1ancd. 

19th CI:NTLJRY RES rGRATIONS 
In the 19th century the church was rt'Slon:d. windows were inserted in the ''est and the south walls of the south aisle, a 
door was inscr1ed in the wc.:s t wall of the north aisle. and two windows were inserted in the north wall. The roofs were 
repl:~ced. the church was re-tloon:d nnd the south porch added 

FITTINGS 
There ts .1 15th century octagonal font. The seating is 19th century in date. There is an early 16th century screen 
between the nave and chancel. of sc\ en bays (three either side a central door), of which only the framework remains 
(Crossley 194~. 98-9). There is an early medieval hand bell. There ::sre stven memorials dating from 16S6 to 1763. The 
17th century box mentioned by the RCAIIMW was not noted, but may be present. 

0 Ill ER 
The walls arc of local rubble. "ith dressings of grit. The roofs are modern slate. 

The.: C\tcnor IS p01111ed "i1h poor stone Jclinllion. e\cept for the !>OUth dcvation which is ribbon pomtcd with sl ightly 
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better definition. The interior is plastered. 

I he aisles are qUarT) tiletl with timber bonrcls beneath the seating. 

\drainage trench \\as observed next to the south wall ofthe sou th aisle and a trench was opened agamst the north wall 
of the north aisle in 1955. 

It has been proposed th:H a drainage trench be excavated around the walls of the church, I m wide ;md 0.15m below the 
floor level of the church, with soakaways through the ch urchyard. By revea ling foundations, this may help elucidate the 
htc;tory ofthc north wull. It is also proposed to re-noor the nave and chancel which will involve laying down a 
concrete layt:r beneath the tiling. This may involve the disturbance of previously unidentified structural remains and 
burials. It is also proposed tore-point the west and east walls of the church. which would enable the relationship of 
the various parts to be "tudied in greater detail (BOO Pritchard 1987. Llanarmon) 

Date Visited : IQCJ-l 5 

I 1ST or REFI.HE:"'CI.~ 
ll~rkc :\I L I I)(, I b Chur•h lliiiiJmg ~ (. hunh RC\IIIrlllllln 10 Cacrnanun,hirc I >uring the 19th CcntUr) Tr(JIWJC(/1)/IS O/ l<Jo!r/l<lr\'OnShtl"l! HISiortctll So.-t~l\ I "ul _'::. r 
( r.,.~lc) I· II IIJJ t '-~rc,·n, ,\;.I .~It' 111 Wale' ltc/w, alog1.1 C.unhrct'·"' I of.\"( I Ill pp 98-100 

(,1~ nn.: !>tr !> R I ll{l{l ~1•tc~ on the Older Church.:> Ill the !'our\\ clsh D1uc.:,.:- lrdwttalogw Comhro11ts I "uf \"Ill rP 1 It 

I111H \\ I. ted) lll2t• lit<• I .tltt<lllwt of \otltt< /, J:jJ JIJl I'll 

lit \) 1~1\\ (I.J(lll.o ( a,rn.tn·,mslwc I,/ II I 1'1111"111 rp III-II~ 

170 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANBEBLIG PARISI-I CHURCH 

LLANBEBLIG PARISH CHURCII PRN: 69-t2 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH-1874622R 
DEDICATION: PEBLIG 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survtval of Mcdtcval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigatton 
Value of documentary e\ tdencc 

GENERAL 

\ledtwll 
Good 
,\ /eJ/1/m 

Survival of linings 
Potential for archaeologicaltnvestigation 
Group Value 

Good 
l'en G"od 
I CIJ v uhl 

1\n imposing church, consisting of 11 est tower, nave, north und south transepts, and chancel with north chapel and nonh 
vl.!stry. fhc church was donated to the Abbey of Aberconway by Llywelyn ap Gruffydd in the 13th century, however the 
majonty of the present structure i~ I 4th centu ry or later. and its status as the parish church of the Edwardian borough 
of Cacrnarfon has had a profound tnOuencc upon its development. The siting. adjacent to a Roman fort. the finding of 
Rom.:m burials 11 ithin the cemctcr: the Jedtcauon to St Peblig (supposed son of Macsen Wkdig), .mJ the location of an 

adJJcent mithraeum all point w a stte of impot1Jnce in earl) Chris11.1n ttmes, and potential for recovering archaeolog~ 
from thrs pcnod must always be borne tn mmd. 

CE'v1FTERY 
The earlie~t churchyard was curvilinear in form and this boundary IS .) tillrn use on the west and north-west sides. The 
prco;ent churchyard is irregu lar in form \\'llh a stone-walled boundar). The churchyard is raised I m high above the 
-;urround ing ground on the south and north ~ides. The churchyard was extended on the cast side.: and the soulh side in 
I :)6'\ (NLW B'CI-1-1). Traces ofll curved boundary, surviving ns a low bank can be seen continuing from tht:: curved north­
\\ c<>t stone walleJ boundaf) and curH:s around the east side of the church to the south. The main entrance to the 
church) anl ~~ on the north·\\'c~t \\'tth a further entrance on the north-ea<>t siJc. The gravestones arounJ the church have 
ht:t'll c-lt>:lrl•d to fonn raic;cJ bt•ds around the nonh, west and east 'ides and other slabs have been l:uJ flat around the 
~outh and c,\st 5tdes of the church 

Cfll lKCH 
A confu~ing church. of main!~ I Hh Ct'ntury d,ttc. consisting ot we<;~ tower. 1 11 l', north anJ south transepts. and chancel 
\\ ith north chapel and north vestr~ 

Unc PI the clearest descnptions of this church is that by Haroklllughc:s, \\ rlltcn during re'>toration work. anJ il was he 
"ho lir~t suggcs1cd ( Hugh..:s IS'>~. S5-9 I) that the south wall or th\! nave is I >th century. anJ pre-dates the: transepts. 
but thai the north wal11s late l·lth or c:rrl) 15th ccntur~. The urgucmcnt for this il1\·oiH'S the alignment or the na\ c 
11ith the chancel (the south \\llll docs altgn. butth~: north wall. 11hrch ltc:.tno t~tr to the north. docs not) A Roman 
altar \laS founJ tn the foottngs of the ~OUth wall. 

In thl· \!i.ltl) l-Ith ceniUI') the chancel and the north and .:,outh transepts \\crc built. although the battlements were not 
added unttl the 15th centur~. rherc is a reswred window at the west end of the south "all of the chancel which may bt: 
of this date and there is a crcucnce table in the south wall. The south transept has I ~th century angle buttresses and 
a ri'icina nod tomb recess in the sou th wnll. A window of this dtllc was re-set in the nonh wall of the Vaynol Chapel 
ntH.! was probably origina lly located 111 the north wall of the ch;mccl. 

In the late 141h century or early 15th century the bottom stllge of the west tower and the north wall of the widened 
nave. \\ ith a door at the 11est end. \\ ct e built. The south ''indo'' of tht• south transept nnd the south window of the nave 
11 ere inscneJ. 

In the late 15th century a wind0\1 ''as inserted in the west end of the <.outh wall of the chancel and the upper walls of 
the chnncl'l "ere re-built and the battlements added. The chancel arch. removed in 1894, was of this dale. 1\n arch of 
this date has been re-set in the north wall of the chancel, its original position is not known. The roof of the nave, 
the crossing and the north transept are all of the late 15th century including arch-braced trusses and curved cuspeJ 
wind-braces 

In the: latl' I 6th century the Vaynol Chapel was built on the north side oft he chancel, with a segmental headed door ut 
the north end of the west wall and a'' indow in the east wall of four segmental-headed lights in a square frame. The 
onginJI roof sun t"es. with three arch-braced collar-beam trussl's "tth cusped wind-braces. 1\ late 15th century arch 
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GAZETT EER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON LLANBEBLIG PARISH Cl lURCH 

was re-used as an opening into the chancel. The second and third stages of the west tower ''ere built and there is a 
tum:t m the south-west comer fhere arc some re-used 16th century roof timbers from a porch of thar date in the 
present north porch. 

In 1775 the north transept was e:-: tcndec.l northwards. 

In the 1 Sth century a caved ceiling wns added to the Vayno l Chaptl 

IYth CEN ruRY Al'\0 LATE.R RESTORA I'IONS 
In I 82::! .a' estry was made by'' alling up the erea between the e\tendcd nor1h transept and the Vaynol Chapel. 1\ doom~~ 
rn the ''est \\all connected the vest') to the north transept and a \\in dow was placed in the north \\a II of the vest!) 

rhc church'' as restored twice in the 19th centu ry. In 1839 the south wall of the nave was re-faced internally and the 
"estern wrnc.Jow in the south wall was inserted. The north porch was re-built and the seatir1g within the church was 
r~p l ilCCd A plan of the church made for this restoration has survived (G/\S X/PE/25/88). 

\ racult) was sought in 1885 fur proposed restoration wurk for wh1ch plans by A. Baker of Kensington survive (GAS 
"\ Pl "25 <lU. GAS X PC'.::?5 '9 1) fh1s restoration work does not appear to have been earned out Instead a faculty ~\as 
gran1cd 10 1 R93 for a ne'' set of proposals. for" hich plans have also survived (GAS X/PE125;93 ). The I 885 proposals 
appear to ha"c been sc::tled do'' n in 1893 (NL W BtF/202). The Ve'itr) was turned into an organ chamber and large op~.:nmg:s 
''ere rn.1dc rn the east \\all ofthe north transept and the north wall of the chanct:lleadmg to the organ. 1\ passage was 
l"ll"illcd along the north side olthe orgnn chamber and doors ''ere rnserted to connect this passage to the Vaynol Chapel 
.md the 1111rth tr::tnsept. 1\!> part of th<:sc \\ orJ..s the seating, pulprt , altar rai ls. altar and choir stal ls were replaced . 
rhc _l!.Ulkric'> "ere removed frum the to\\ er and 1he south transept 1\ new arch was made into the tower. n new chancel 

arch ww; madt.: and it \\as proposed to inst.:rt a window in th~ north walt of the nave, a lthough this was never can·icd ou t. 
l"hc porch wa~ rcswred and mtcrnn l plaster removed. The pl::!n<; silO\\ two small windows in the north walt of the north 

tran<;cpt with il doom J~ m bel\\ cen. 

Bl'l\\ cen ll\9 l and lll2-1 the north "all of the north transept was rehuilt. \\ ith a central window and a door at the east end 
ol the "all. ,, door was inset red at the south end of the west ''all and the arch between the crossing. and the n:~ve added 
It ,., po<.-.rbk that this" orJ.. '' J~ earned out m I !i9~ but did not appear on the faculty plan. 

\ horlcr room ''as attatched w the ju nctwn or thl' south transept :rand 1he chance l and ihere arc steps cut mlu the 
church~ .u d 1c,1ding tu rb cntrancl' 

I he rotlh 1li' till' 11 ;1>~.:. dwm:el , ,uHl the ~ou th and north aisles \\'CfC replaced in the 19th cen tur~. 

II I liNG" 
I ht:ll' .rr~ .1 large number of pre I 9th centur' memorials present ( RCAIIM W 1960, 120-122). The seating was replaced in the 
rc-.toratH•n or I S<l~. fhe font. Llll oct,tgonal bO\\ 1 on a pedestal, is or the late 15th centur; . Thert: are five 13th or 
I hh ccntur~ gr,l\ e ~labs. ~i' bra sse~ of I 500- I 760. an altar tomb of 1587. se\ en gra\ e slabs of 1707 -I 795. aml eleven 
llll'l110fials uf 15'1.3-1"62. Thae IS a delig.htful small stone t:ffig) or a man with hands folded in prayer, daring from the 
I lth Cl'llllrr;. Jill\\ O\ {:r the '' c~t door of thc Va; no! chapel. There i-; a carved s10ne head of the 15th centur) at the base 

1.\l the'' t!'>t ~ab le or rhc na' e Stone~ marked with the number 13 and 16 mentioned by the RCA IIMW could not be found 

UliiER 
1 he: \valls arc of limestone ;.md grit rubble, the latter sometimes 111 very lnrge blocks. Gritstone dressings. with modem 
repnir ... in sandstone. The roofs arc modern slate. 

lntcrnnl .tnd e.\temal point1ng of the" alb 1s sufl"tcient to allow any fabric changes or features to be discerned. 

I here arc concrete tloors m the north porch and part of the crossing. The na\e, part ofthe crossing and the chancel 
are Ooored with woodblock. The choir stalls and part of the Ya)nol Chapel have timber boards below and there are slate 
slabs 111 the organ chamber and part of the Va)nol Chapel. 

There is a brick faced drainage trench along the norrh wall of the nnve. 

Date Visited I Q94 5 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANBEBLIG PARJSH CHURCH 

C'larl.c \1 L 1961b Church Building 8:. Church Restoration in Cac:marvollslurc During. the 19th Century frantactro11s ot Ca!!rnarl'cJnslure lfrstoncuf COnct,•fl I of :!1 p 

( ro~slc) F II 1</.J.J Screen\ & I olts in Wales Art.:fw,•ologia Cambrcnsit l'ol \{'I'll/ pp QJ 

IJ.t' IC'> t\ I 95Q Llnnl:>chlig Parish Churcl1 {rt~nsaclltJ/Is of Coemarvomlurc l!lltrmca / Sociery 1·n1 !I/ pp 6·26 

( tl) ilrl<.' "" s R I 900 N\I(C\ !Ill tht: Ollkr ChurdlCS Ill th.: Four Welsh Dioceses . lrclraeofogru <.'tJJIIbr<•mt.f l'u/.\T/1 rr 18·1-1 !16 

llughc> & '\t•nh 1 ()~.1 //r, OM Clmrc!les uf.'ino•rdunttl pp 230-136 

llu!!hc' II I ~91 1 ht: J\r.;hitccturc of llanbchlig lhurch .lrchaeo/ogw l .rml>~<•n.m l'o/ XI pp S~-Q I 

lluch..:' II 1(1.35 Llanhc:hh~ ( hurclt Tr<nt<oamm of.lni'ICu(l .1ntrqrl{lrtllll S()Cr•·il' I 9J5 pp .17--\ I 

It(' •\ II;>. t\\ l•l(>(la Cm•rnctn omlurt! I u/11 Ct•ntrul pp I ll/-122 

"""" .J.m.n NJtit•ll•l l l'ntl. '-C'CiCI~ 11184 i\dtlitiunal lUHCS ()11 the Churchc'- 1/IIJ;/tt',, .~ \ ortil - fir.- ( )/t/ n,,rches ofSnou·domu Pr 29S-29C) 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANBEDROG PARISH CHURCH 

LLANBEDROG P;\ RISH CHURCH PRN: 6946 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: Slf3294315.5 
DEDICATION: IESTYN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn S fATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecrure 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Medium 
Puor 
Poor 

Surv ival of fittings Mt•dium 
Potential for archaeo logical investigation /lfedwm 
Group Value I i..'n• P"''r 

A church of probable 13th century origins (nave) with 16th c~·ntury chancel and modern south tower. The s1te is listed 
in the Valuation of Norwich of 1254 ( Lu1lt 1926. 190). The 16th century scn:cn is of note. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard IS n:ctihncar and bounded by a stone ''all. It 1s not clear if the churchyard is raised. because the the 
site IS buncd beneath deposits of h11lwash from the slope to the '~est. and sand from the coasL 

1.:--cuvation for a new vestry at the south-\\ est comer of the nave in I 994 had shown that the site was buried by deposits 
of 'oil and sand to :1 depth of 2-J m above the foundations of the 13th century nave (GAT SMR). The original ground 
!>Urfact: consistt:d uf "<~nJ and gravel. fhcse deposits probably obscured any traces ol' the original boundary. 

An arcc1 to the south of the present graH!) a rd. wl11ch is occupied by trees ;wd shrubs rna) contain an earlier boundar} 
"h1ch was noted on a paintmg of 1866 "hich ts kept in the church (GAT SMR). The nonh and west sides of the churchyard 
have bcl:'n encroached upon by housing and gardens. There IS an 18th century lych gate at the north·east s1de of the 
churchyard. 

L'IIURCH 
I ht: church is n long contmuous chancl'l :md nave. separated by a 16th century screen.'' ith a modern tower on the ~outh 
containing the por~h • .111d be Iff). 

l here 1s ~tructural e\ 1dence 111 th~: form 11f a o;t ratght joint between the nave and chancel to indicate that the nave pre­
Jntes the ch:Jncc:l. Nett her arc easi l) datec1hlc. as no early architectural sculptu re remains, but it has be~::n suggested 
(RC!IHMW 1%-l. 3-l-'i) that the chancc: IJ " of the same date as the screen: th~:: nave is therefore earlier than the 16th 
cell!Ur), anJ. bccau\t: ;1 chun.:h is rncnti1H1cJ 111 I ~54. it could he 13th century. There nrc fragments of window heads in 
tht: mcmorinf in the cao;t ''all of tin: clwncd 

In the earl) 16th century the chancel ''a" ~1ddt:d and divided from the nave b) a screen. There are traces of the joint 
bemecn the nave and ..:hnncc l in the north and south walls. rhc !.creen is of seven bays, three either side of a central 
door: each bay is mad~.: up of two lower pane ls divided by a through muntin. above which is a double rail with openwork 
carving between. and linully tracct;o of trefoiled hcad5 with f(llintcd pnttcrn (Cross ley 1944. I 0 I ). 

lllth CENTURY AND LATERRESTOR1\ rtO~S 
rhe church ''as rep.un:d in I 827 and restored in I 865. when all the presem "mdows were insened. A porch was added to 
the south side of the church. A pamtmg of the church after the restoration can be found in the church. 

In 1895 the tower was added against the west end of the south wall of the nave. The porch was taken down and a door 
made from the nave into the smal l vestry ngainst the west side of the tower. A window was inserted in the south wall 
t)f the nave just to the cast of the tO\\ er. Plans and elevations have survived (NL W B'F/2 18). 

In 1994 the vestf) aga111st the side of the tower was demolished and a new vestr) added to the south-east comer of the 
nave 

Ff'friNGS 
l'he octagonal font is probably 15th century. There is some stained glass of the late 15th century re-set in the west 
window showing an an!?el blowing a trumpet (shawm). and pan of another head. probably Infant Jesus. with nimbus and 
g.lot;o· There is a memonaf of 1730 

171 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON LLANBEDROG PARISH CHURCH 

OTIIER 
l11e walls arc of uncoursed rubble, \\ ith longer stones west of the straight joint and longer east quoins. Modem 
sandstone dressings. Modem slate roof. 

1 he exterior elevations are poillll'U with good stone defin ition except for the north side where the defini tion is poorer. 
The interior is plastered. 

The central aisle is stone flagged with timber boards beneath the seating. 

A path has been dug in along the south wall of the church to the wec;t door of the 10\'ver. 

Date Visncd: I Q9-t 5 

Ll!'> I OF R H I:.HEl\CES 
(.larl..c 1\11 191> I b Church Ouildmg & Church R~~lnralion in C'a.:m~ rvunsh i n: During the I 9th Century {r(lii.I'(IC'(/1)/IS ofCaatiiiM'Omlure Hwnricalliot;IL'I)' r,,/12 " 

Cro~~lcy I I I 1'1-1-1 Screens & l orts in \\'ulc~ .lrclror:ologia Ca,nbrensrs l'o/.\'CI '/11 Ill' I 00- 102 

Glynnc SirS I~ l l)(l() Notes lin the Old.:r l hurch~s i111hc Four Welsh Diocc'c~ .lrclraNllogra Cambrensrs l'o/.\'1'1/ pp I X6 

I C\\" •\ I 1970 \·mmt·l/(;/ciiY 111 \ orlh II afes I" I' 51 

LmH \\ f ('d l 1'1~(• Th, I <~lu.wnu o{ \ on11c-l1 I:!> -1 pp J<l I 

RC •\lt \1\\ !•ltd C"'''ll·"~'~"'Jiur,· I,,/ Ill llt•u pp J-l·Jt> 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANBERIS PARISH CHURCH (NANT PERIS) 

LLANBERJS PARISH CHURCH (NANT PERIS) PRN: 6947 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH60655829 
DEDICATION: PERJS 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Medium 
Poor 
)'f!IJ' pOtlr 

Survival of fittings Medium 
Potential for archaeologica l investigation Medium 
Group Value l'e1y puo1 

This is now known as Nant Peris. since a new church was built in Llanberis in I 885 by A11hu r Baker. This church is of 
unusual plan. much restored in the 19th century, but assumed to consist of an original continuous nave and chancel of 
medieval date. to which a north and south chapel were added in the 16th century. In the 17th century the chance l was 
lt:ngthened and an additional chapel was added on e ither side, thus converting the earlier chapels into transepts. An 
interesting church because of its many additions. and with a very line 15th centu ry roof, but heavily restored . 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is rectangular in fonn with a stone-wal led boundary: it is raised s lightly above the surrounding ground 
level. A raised curvi linear area around the church may indicate the presence of an earlier churchyan.J which has 
subsequently been enclosed by a larger rectil inear churchyard. The churchyard was used for buri::t l until recently. The 
churchyard has an extension on the north and north-western sides pre-dating 1914. The fi rst extension westwards was 
added in 1887 (NL W BIDL!636). The bui ldings on the south-west side of the churchyard may have encroached on the earl ier 
churchyard as there is a curved boundary. centred on the church. next to these buildings. The entrance to the 
churchyard is on the western enu of the: north side. 

CIIURCII 
The fabr ic or the continuous nave and chance I IS medieval 111 date, possib ly pre-dating its 15th century roof although 
the on ly hint of this is the pointed doorway in the north wall. The roofhas arch-braced collar-beam trusses with 
cusped wi ndbr::~ces to 5top-chamrered purlins. 

In the 16th century chapels (i.e. the two present transepts) \\'ere added to the nonl .tnt! south sides ofthe chancel. 
The roof trusses in the north transept resemb le those in the n:.we. and may well b· the l\\O eastern trusses re-used. !'he: 
roof trusses in the south tran<;ept are s i mi l t~r. but thinner and or poorer build. Hughes and North ( 1924, 213) suggested 
the solllh chapel was slightly earlier, because of its seperate roof and s lightly th icker walls. A rood screen of seven 
bnys with ogec design tracery mny have been added ilt this point (Crossley \944 . I ()l) . J 0). 

In the early 17th century the chance l and the north and south chapels were extended eastwards. No clear joint between 
the original chapel wnlls and the e:-:tensions is visib le, due to the heavy point ing. The comers of the earlier chance l 
were rep laced with octagona l piers. The roofs of the cast bays of the north and south chapels retain early 17th century 
collar beam trusses. The nonh chnrcl was separated from the nor1h transept by a three bay screen of e lli ptica l arches. 

19th CENTURY RESTORA I'ION 
In 18-l8 the church was extensively restored by Hem)' Kennedy. All the windows were replaced and the east facade 
rebuilt, a pl inth marks the level of re-building. The screens were heavily restored. 

FITTINGS 
The communion table re-uses some fragmen ts from the early I 7th century table. The rood screen is now at the west end of 
the nave. There are two 18th century benches and a 17th century poor box with three locks. now forms part of the rood 
screen. 

OTHER 
The walls arc of roughly coursed rubble with dressings of gritstone. Modern slate roof. 

The external elevations are pointed with medium to poor stone definition. The interior is plastered 

The church nuor is of stone nags. 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANBERJS PARISH CHURCH (NANT PERJS) 

/\drainage trench has been dug around the walls of the church. 

Dati! VisHeu: 1 Cl94t5 

LIS'I OF IU.I•EIU .. ,-c!::S 
Cl.trkc M I I \)() I b Church Building & Church Rc~wnuinn in C3crnarvonshirc Duri11f, the 19th Century Transue! lUllS oj Cw:mur\'OIIS!rire 1/istorical Soct.!/1' I o/1 J r 
l ro-.~lc} I· II 194.\ <;crccns & Lolb m \\' ale) .-lrcha.·ologm Cambrensts l'o/.\'('1'11/ pp I 0>1-111 

(ol~nnc \1r '> R 1900 :--lot~s on the Older Churchc, in the Four Welsh Diocese-; lrrlruro/ogm Camhrensrs J'ol XJ'/1 pp IR7 

llughcs& :\orth lll2~ TheO/dCiwr.h.:so/SmmJcmra pp:212-217 

I{( <\11\.1\\ 19t>Oa CocmJn·omlurc In/ II C.:ntrul pp 16.J-tfi5 

'il1ll\\d'1013 :\auonal l'drl. SociCI) IQK~ ·\ddiiiOnal nNcs on the Churches 1/u~,:h..:s c\ \ ullh. nu: Old CJwrcht:s of SuoiJdO!IIO pp 297 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANDDEINIOLEN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANDDEINIOLEN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6951 

PRE 1974 COUNTY· Caernarfon NGR: SH5457659J 
DEDICATION. DEINIOLEN 
DIOCESE. Bangor RURAL DEANERY· Arfon STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medievnl architecture 
Potential for architccruralmvestigatiOn 
Va lue of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

l'e'J' poor 
l'ety poor 
I ·e,y poor 

Survival of tinings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Poor 
Good 
l'ety poor 

A Victorian church built in 1848 south-west of a former medieva l church, which was demolished when the new ch urch was 
bui ll. Tht> pOtt!nti:.~ l :.~rchacology ufthe fanner church is the principal feature of note. 

CEMErERY 
fhe churchyard is trrcgular in fo rm \\ ith a stone-walled boundary which is curvd111ear on the cast side adjmnmg the 
road. The chun:h~ an.! is rat~ed 1- 1.5 m on the east s ide. Tht: Sl•Uth s ide has a drop of 2-3 m where the boundary has 
been encroacht:d by a property boundary. The churchyard has been extended on the north and wesr sides since 1840. The 
former linear northern and western boundaries are now marked by a very low bank and a line of yew trees. It is unclear 
'' hether this boundary was ongmally curvilinear. In 1840 the eastern half of the churchyard was curvilinear with a 
straightened boundary on the south-\\ est and west sides. The original churchyard was used for burial until recent I). 
fhe churchyard is entered from the road on the east side. The medieval church was located "ithin the area of the 
earlier church) ard to the north-cast of the prese111 church. In 1772 the dimensions of the churchyard ''ere given as 62 
yards by 35 5 yards'' 11h J Circumference: of I SO yards (Hughes and North 1924. ::?.07) A stone re-set in the eastern 
entrance IS dateJ 169 2 

Mf7DIEVAL CHURC II 
The date of C!>t<1bl1shmcnt or the med1eval church IS not knO\\ n. It wa:, located to the north-east of the present church. 
bet'' een the ye" tree~ :~nd the road 111 an area surrounded by older gri1vcstoncs. There are rwo dressed stones from the 
med ieval church nc.\t to the porch of the present church. 

In 1771 tht: church 1\ as noted as having a cnntinuous nave and chance l. 59 fee t lung and 15 feet wide. a north transept. 
18 feet 8 inches long antl 14 feet 5 inc he <; wide. und south transept, J 5 feet 2 incht:s long and 14 feet 8 inches wide. 
It should be noted th.lt these tr:lllsepts were actually chapels attached to the cast end or the church and an outline plan 
of this form ol the chu rch appears on the tithe map of c. IS..tO. The height of the church wns recorded as 18 feet 
(Jiughcs and North lll.2-l. 206-7). 

rill' medie\ :-t l church wa~ <.h:moh!>hl.'u in 18.J3 when the present church was erected to the south west. 

MOD£.:RN CHURC.I f 
lhc present church "as built in I S-IJ. P) Wheightman and Hntticld. to the south-\\ est of the medieval church. A plan with 
sketches sun 1\ c (Gt\ 1 ~~IR 1 I he church has a nave\\ ith n sepnrate chancel. north and south transepts. a vestT) to the 
north of the chanct'l antl o porch on the south s1de of the navt:. 

fhe west "md<.l\\ "as enlarged b) Harold Hughes in 1930 (8 F 230) 

FITTINGS 
There arc two mctnonals from the medieval church dated I 688 and I 720. The font is dated 1665. 

OTIIER 
The wall!' are of roughly coursed local rubb le with dressed jambs and heads. probably of sandstone. Modern slate roof. 

The exterior i., poir11t•d wnh poor stone definition: there is ivy on the south w::~ll . Thl.! in terior is plastered. 

There is timber boMding bcnt:ath thc pews. 

Then.: is 110 trace ol a dram around the church 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANDDEJNIOLEN PARISH CHURCH 

Date Visited: 1994/S 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANOEGAI PARISH CHURCH 

LLANDEGAJ PARJSH C HURCH PRN: 6958 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH60077098 
DEDICATION: TEGAI 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arl\echwedd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Su rvival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Medium 
1VIed ium 

Medium 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

The church cons ists of nave. chancel. central tower. 110rth and south transepts and west porch with a north vestry. By 
tradition the chu rch was founded by Gwilym ap Griffith in the 14th century but, becuase of considerable re-bui lding 
funded by the Penrhyn fami ly, linle of that date now remains. The church is essentially 16th century with 19th century 
add itions. The fillings, particul<1rly the 15th century alabaster altar-tomb, are of interest. 

CE METERY 

Ve1yGood 
Pour 
!vfedium 

The first mention of the church occurs in the Norwich taxation of 125.:1 (Lunt 1926, 190). The earlier churchyard was 
curvilinear in form and tht: west, north :md south boundary can now be seen as a banked raised area. 1- I. S m high, around 
the church . The e<~rllcr eastern boundlll)' has been retained by the presem churchyard wall. The present churchyard has 
a stone-walled boundal) Jnd WJS extended on the south am.! nonh sides before 1840 and to the south-east side in 1930, 
for which a map has survivt·d (N L W BIC/53 }. The deed of gi lt in 1930 mentions earl ier indentures of 1839, 1875, 1887 and 
I 92'2 "hich may re fer to t:Jrlier extensions (NL W B/DL/884). The churchyard is encroached on the north-west side by a 
property boundary. The origina l churchyard was used for bu rial in the 19th century. The entrance to the chu rchyard is 
un the west s1de with a tree lined avenue !0 the west door of the ch urch. There is a 14th cent11ry stone sarcophagus in 
poor condition to the north -east ot' thc chancel, and a rough cylindrical stone can be seen on the former linear southern 
bountlary to the south of thl' chancel IL·aning heavily to the east. The cyli ndrica l stone is said to have once formed 
part of a cross wh ich ~toad over the sarcophagus, and that both formed the grave of the fou nder of the church who may be 
Gwylim <:~p Gruff) dd (Hughes Clod North 1924, I '-l I). A remarkable pyramidal tomb lies close to the cy lindrical stone. wh1ch 
houses the remains of 13enjamin Wyatt, the Penrhyn estate arch itect who died in 1818. 

CHURCII 
The church con~i,t<> or <.1 ,,.e,t porch. n:1Ve. north ilnd south transepts. centra l tower and chancel. 

vfost or' the nav~ Is modt·rn (I 853), :md th<: transepts and chancel are 16 th century. It is possible that the east ends of 
the south and \\t:St ''nils ol"thl.: nave pre-date the 16th centul)· chancel. No straight joint can be seen between th is and 
the ex tension of the na1·c in I 853 due lO the density of pointing. The nave was slightly longer in length than the 
chancel as can be seen in the plan of 18 1 g lNL W B/MAPS/26). Any joint between the med ieval wall fabric and the 
c\tension would bt: locntcd beneath the western window in the south wall and behind the buttress in the north w<Jl l. It 
tS possible that the nave w<Js comrktely rebuilt. The bases of the chancel arch h::~ve been re-cut and are medieval. The 
IS I R pl<111 also shows two windows each located at the west end of the nave which are different from those of the 16th 
century in the chancel and transepts. It is probable th<Jt these are medieval in date (NL W B/MAPS/26). 

In the c<Jrly 16th century the chancel, central tower and the north and south transepts were bui lt. The windows of the 
chancel and the transepts arc of this date, inc luding the blocked north window of the chancel. The 1818 plan shows two 
similar windows eilch at the east end of the nave and a west door. E:xtemally. at the corner of the south wall of the 
nave and the south transept there was a stair rurrcr. This was entered through a door in the south wa ll of the south 
transept and may have led either to a rood loft or given access ro the tower. The tower appears in a late 18th centu ry 
drawing by Moses Grrtiths. which also shows J window above the west door (Pennant 1991, Pl XXI). 

In 18 J 8 it was propo!'cd to add a combined vestry and porch to the west end of the nave fo r which a plan has survived 
(NLW B/M/\PS/26). This pbn also shows the seating arrangements. It is not known whether the proposed works were ever 
carried out. 

In 1853 the n::~ve was e\tendetl westwards and furn ished with new windows, <:~nd a west door and porch. A vestry was added 
to the external angle of the north w<:~ l l of the nave and the north transept and had a boi ler house below with a chimney 
inserted into the nMth wall of the nave. The boiler house was entered by a n ight of steps against the no11h wall of 
the north transept. An opt:ning wJs made between the north transt:pt and the vestry. The entrance between the stair 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANDEGAI PARISH CHURCH 

tuurret :1nd the south transept W:ls blocked and an external enrrance to the stair turret was insened. The arches of the 
crossing and the tower were rebut It and the east ""indow of the chancel re-set. A gallery was added to the west end of 
the nave and the seating was replaced. The nonh window of the chancel may have been blod.ed at this date and the 
church re-noored. The roofs were replaced at this date. 

FITIINGS 
There is a marble memoria l on the south wa ll of the chancel dated 1650 and an impressive marble memorial with statues 10 

north. There is a later coloured marble reredos. The church used to contain the helm and spurs of Archbishop Williams 
c.l61.5 in date but they were stolen recently ( 1993?). There is a 15th century altar tomb with effigies at west end of 
the nave. 

OfHER 
The walls are of rubble with gritstone quoins and dressings. The em bart led parapet is of ashlar. 

The c\tem;d elevations hm c been heavily pointed with poor stone definition. The interior is plastered. 

fherc is a concreted drainage channe l around the north and south w:J IIs of the nave and the chancel and the east walls of 
the transepts. 

D.ttc! Vtsttt•d· I QC)~ 5 

ll"t or IU.FfRE,CTS 
(. larl,e \II I 1)61 b Church lltniJin!! /1. (. hurdl Rc\ll•ratl\lll 1r1 Cacrniu>un,lmc 1Junn11. the IQth Ccntul) Transat'/WJL< nfCucmfln·mnlllrt' I h<loru:t.JI \ 'o 'tdl l'n/ ':!~ p 

(. r&h,lc\ I It 19-1-l l.,cn:cns ~ l t>ft> m \\ale' lrchaenlo(iw C.unbr.-mt.\ I 'of \'CI'/11 pp 10:! 

(ol\ nne ~1r ~ R 1'100 :-.:tuc~ on the ( lldcr l hutd1cs 111 the Four We: Ish L>wcc'c' . trchw:ologw Carohn·11sts l'ol.\ I'll pp I ~7-tl\!i 

I land l f{ 192-l~ l.l~n l acs Fri;u·~ ~rtd 11s 1\ t ~ stcr: ,\ft•nurnc l ll~ .·lrdwen/ogt.t ( <1/IIPNII<~.V l'o/1..\".\'/Xpp 169- 171 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES:CAERNARFON LLANDUDWEN PARJSH CHURCH 

LLANDUDWEN PA RISH CHURCH PRN: 6962 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon 
DEDICATION. TUDWEN 

NGR: SH17403687 

DIOCE<;C: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATI NGS 
Survival of 1\ ted1eval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documental") e1 idence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Medium 
Medium 

Survival of fillings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

An odd shaped church, in the form of a "T", of nave, chancel and north and south chape ls. The chapels presently end 
with the chancel, bur the latter mily once have been longer. A poem dated 1595 and written by Sion Phy lip mentions the 
n:bui lding of the church. and much of the stmcturc is thought to date from then, although the nave may be on earlier 
foundations. I 9th centul) restorations whid1 included re-fe nestration, and heavy po int ing, make the sequence of 
building difficult to interpret. The presence of an earlier church is confirmed by its mention in the Norw ich ta.\at ion 
of 12 'i4 ( Lunt 1926. I ClO). The 18th century benches are of note. 

CEMD I:RY 
fhe earlier church) ani I\ as curvllineilr 111 form and this can now be seen as a banked raised ar~a. I m h1gh and ?5 m in 
t.hameter. aruund tht: church. The present churchyard is rectilinear and ha:. <1 stone-\\ ailed boundary with an intemal 
bank againM 11 0 5 m lugh Th1s rcctilngular enclosure has been in e.x1stencc since the 18th ccmury when the present 
I~ ch gate "as bu1 h The church} ard had been cleared of gravestones on the CilSt, north and south '\Ides. The entrance 
to the churchyard IS on the \\e~t side with a tree lined avenue from the road. 

CIIURCII 
A ~:hurch ol nJ\C, ''ith a th:lncel which opens out imo two transepts, or chapels, on c:ithcr <;ide, the entire sm1cture 
therefore formrng a "1" ~hapc 

A rocm (c.-."~ dd) datctl I '95 records the re-building of the church at that datc, although it is possible that the nave 
cnnta1ns rcnw111:. of the earlier medieval church (RCAJ-IMW 1965. -II), 

Thet r I'> cvic.Jc.:ncc that the chnncc l 11 as formerly longer than present. and na1 rowcr than the nave. This is indicated by 
the IJO)i tlon t~ra straight joint bct\\ccn the chance l and south chapel extern:JIIy in the cast wall , and the projecting 
11a llt ng in tcrnnl ly. I hb Sltuntion is also replic:lied by a possible wa ll scar on the in ternal f<1ce of the north side of 
the t:dst \\ ;Jiiuf th!! ch:HJccl :\ narrtm chancel would appear to indicate a I ?th or 13th century date but the presence of 
such a chancel can on I: be rrovctl by further detailed survey or excavation. 

Hccau)c the wmdow~ arc modern. the dare of the north chapel cannot be confidently established. Thcre ts slight 
e'v idencc on the internal "c-..t f::tcc of the north chapel. at the eastern end of the north wall of the nave to suggest the 
chapel \\d) audcd to a rrc-c\istmg nave. but this does not help much as we do not know if the chapel was anatched to a 
nc~\ e po~t-daung 159'i or of medieYal llatc. Ho .. ,·cvcr, a late 16th century dare. as suggested by RCAHMW, is the most 
probable. ac; that con forme;\\ Hh the tlate other chapels were added to churches in Gwynedd. The jambs and sill of an 
e::~rlicr north "indov. can JUSt be '>CCI\ below the present window in the north wall of the chapel. There is an aumbry in 
the 1\CSt \\all of the chapel 

I he east wall of the north ~.:hapcl and the chancel appears to be one build: there is no external straight joint in the 
cast wall between the chancel and the north chapel. The work differs in appearance and therefore probably date to the 
north wall or the chapel. ''luch is thicker, and it more closely resembles the work of the nave. Perhaps this means the 
north wall of the chapel pre-dates the 1595 re-bui lding. As possible confimunion of this, the east wall is close to 90 
degrees to thc north wall of" the nave. suggesting it was built at the same time. 

In the first half of the 17th century the: south chapel was added. The east wa ll is of a slightly different al ignment to 
the east wall of the chancel and there nrc slight traces of n straight jo int, further to tile suuth than the position 
indicated by the Roynl Commission. although the external pointing mHh.ec; lhis difficult to see. The south chapd has 
original windows on the en~t and south walls oftwo and three lights respective ly. both with ovolo moulded jambs. 

19th C~N"IUf'l' RE..STORA TIONS 
18~ 

Medium 
Medium 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCH ES: CAERNARFON LLANDUDWEN PARISH CHURCH 

In the 19th century the church was extensively restored. The roof was renewed, and all the windows of the nave, chancel 
and north chapel were replaced with wooden ones. The floor was lowered substantially. 

FITTINGS 
There are 18th century benches on the north side of the nave. An app lication was made in 1903 to increase the seating 
within the church from 150 to 180 and it is probable that the rest of the seating is of this date (NLW B/MISC/ 172). The 
font is medieval and has a blank shield on one face . There are two memorials dated 1670 and 1733. 

OTHER 
The walls are of local rubble with gritstom: dressings. Modem slate roof. 

The ex terior is pointed with medium to poor stone definition. The interior is plastered. 

The tloor of the church has been lowered 0.4 m and the nave is quarry tiled. There are wooden boards beneath the pews 
in the north and south chapels and the sanctuary is stone flagged . 

A drainage trench. with a concrete base. hns been dug around the walls of the church. Th is trench is deeper on the 
nNth side of the church nnd the foundations of the north wal l of the nave have been exposed. 

Date Visited: 19Q4. 5 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANDWROG PARISH C HURCH 

LLANDWROG PARI SH CHURCH PRN; 6966 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernnrfon NG R: S!-1451 05607 
DEDICA TJON: ST TWROG 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STATUS: Regu lar use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Medieval archi tecture 
Potential for architectura l investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENE RA L 

Vel)' poor 
Ve1y poor 
Medium 

Survival of fitt ings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Poor 
Poor 
Poor 

The site of a medieva l church of nave and chancel with double transepts on both sides. It was demo lished in 1858 when a 
new church designed by Henry Kennedy was built. There wou ld appear to be little left in the way of archaeologica l 
potential outside the modern church. Some 18th century memorials and a fo nt of 1703 remain from the eatier church. 

CEMETERY 
The church yard is curvi li near in fo1m with a stone-walled boundary. It is raised up Lo 1 m above the surrounding ground 
levels. A linear wall bounds the road on the south side were the churchyard has been encroached. A road curves around 
tht' west and north-west sides. The south-east side has been encroached by property boundaries. There are outbuildings 
on the north side ofthc churchyard. There is a brick lych gate of the 19th century on the south side. The churchyard 
11·as used for burial until recently. The circumference of the churchyard was given as 143 yards in 1729 and l776 (NL W 
LLANFAIR AND BRYNODOL P692, NLW B/TERR/569). The area to the north of the present north vestry of the church may 
contain the structural remains of the north chapel which was demolished in 11\58. 

t-. IEDIEV AL CHURC II 
The medieval church cannot be traced wtthlll the churchyard or the present church built in 1858-64. A sketch by Hughes 
and North of the east end of the church made from an old daguerreotype shows a tower with a sp ire at the west end, which 
was added in 1 SJ4. the fifteenth cen tury east window. a north and south transept and separate chapels on the north and 
south sides of the chance l (Hughes and North 1924, 143-5). There was a three light window in the east wall of the south 
chi!pel. wh ich was probably 16th century in date. ln the south wall of the chapel was a window of uncertain date and a 
chimney built into the southern end of the east wall. There was a square headed window in the east wall of the north 
chape l which lllU) have been e:-trly 17th century in date. 

:\ terrier of I 729 records the dimensions of the body of the church as 12) ards 14 inches (approx . 19.2 m) in length and 
6 yards S inches (approx. 5.6 m ) in width. The dimension of the transepts were given as II yards (approx. 10m) in 
11 iLith and o yards 8 inches (approx. 5. 7 m) in width nnd those of the chape ls as 5 yards 9 inches (npprox. 4. 7 m) in 
length and ..J ) ards ~9 inches (appro.x . ..J...l m) wide (NL W Llanfair and Brynodol P69J ). 

J\ western gallery was <:~dded in 1834. 

The church was demolished in I 858 when the present church was built on the site (N L W B/Fn66). The ground plan of the 
present church suggests that it was built on the foundations of the medieval nave. north and south transept, west towe1 
and the south chapel. There is a rt'motc possibili ty thnt some of the wall fabric was retained but this could not be 
assertained from fieldwork. The north chape l s ite is probably covered by a modem vestry. 

MODERN CHURCH 
The present large cruciform chu rch with spi re was built between 1858-64 by Henry Kennedy (NL W B/F/:266, NL W B/C/60). and 
paid for by Lord Newborough. 

FITTINGS 
Three memorials dating from 1709 to 1749 were moved to the present church and the fon t of 1703 was moved to the porch. 
The pu lpit in the present church re-used earlier carved panels of the 15th and 16th century. A carved stone panel of 
the 16th or 17th century. now much weathcrcl hns been reset over the door to a family vault in the present east wall. 

OTHER 
The walls are or cou rsed stone bloch.s with modern dressings. Modern slate roof. 

rhe ex terio r is pointetl \v ith good stone definition. The imerior is plastered. 
1 8-~ 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARF'ON LLANDWROG PARISH CHURCH 

The church is stone floored, with under floor heating, and there are platfom1s of timber boards beneath the pews. 

Date Visited: 199-t/5 

I.IST OF RF.FEREi\CES 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANDYGWNNING PARISI I CHURCH 

LLANOYGWNNING PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6968 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: S!-126623005 
DEDICATION: GWNININ 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY· Llyn STATUS: Redundant 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecrure 
Potential for archirectural investiga11on 
Value of documen1ary ev1denct: 

GENFRAL 

J'e'J' poor 
Poor 
J'e'T poor 

Survival of fittings Poor 
Potential for archaeological investigation /1/edllml 
Group Value J 'et)' pour 

The '>ik' of o ITIL'd1eval church, of wh1ch few rl!cords remain. which was replaced by n nc\\' church on the same sire in 18-10. 
fhe site is an early one. as contirmed by the presence of a 13th century font, and the inclusion of the church in the 
Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt 1926, I'l l). The potentia l for archaeological survival is, however. not high. 

CE.METERY 
the chun:hyard is curvilinear 111 form \\ 1th a curved stone-laced bank. on the nonh. south and l'ast sides and a stone wall 

on the "est ~ide. fhe churchyard ic; r;lJSetl 0.5-1 m above the surrounding ground kvels. The churchyard has been 
encroached on the north-west s1de b) tht: C\Ca'vatton of a deep trench ne\.t to a house. 1\ road runs around the west and 
o;outh ''est s1des of the churchyard fh~ Lhurchyard wns extended on the south side c. I8.J6 and the former ~outhern 
boundar; sun ives as a l o\~ curved bJnh.. 0.5 m high. The churchyard is entered from the north-west. The path has been 
Jo,, eretl 0 4 m. The area of the churchynrtl "as given as I rood and 21 perches in a terrier of 1906 (NL W R/TI/3 ). 

MCDICVAL CIIURCII 
The medieval church, dcmoli~hcd tn I S-IU. c:mnot be traced "itlnn the churchyard or as part of tht• present church . It is 
not clear whether the pn::scnt church ''as rebuilt on the medieval foundations or to a new ground plan No good 
deo;c1 1p11ons of the church havt: bet.:n located Lewis describes 11 as a "smnll church in good repair" (Lc'' is 1833 ). '' hich 
1s sJtnJiar to !Jail's dcsmpt1on of 1809 as "small but ''ell llghted and 1-.ept" (Hall 1952. 300) The 18th centul')' 
communion rails and communiou table. the 13th or l-Ith century font. and t\\ o memorials of 1721 nnd I 727 are now in the 
present church 

MODL·.RN CHURC!I 
J'hc octagonal" est em to'' er "<1~ built c.l 83 ~. It is similar to that oll3otwnnog nearby. Th~.: combined nave and ch:mcel 
was built. possibly to the:: ground plan of the medieva l church. in I 840 by John Wt:lch . There arc windows in the west 
wall of the nave. on both sid.:s oJ'thc ttmcr. which have some brick voussoirs. Thcrt: are thrL'C windows in the south 
\\all :md ~ing.le win<.Jo,,s in the south nnd cast walls. The two \\C'>tcrn '' indows in the south wall and that in the north 
''"II ha\ e lmck vo1ssoirs 1 he Slll'i of the north window and the central south window have been raised. All the 
\\llldO\\s ha\e \\llOden frames. J'hcn.: IS .1 blocked doomay at the \\C">t cnd of the north wall of the nave and a door m the 
-.outh wall fhcrl' is a blockctl '' mdLm .tnd a date stone of 18-10 in the wc~t face of the tower 

1'1 ffJN(,~ 
There 1s a 1 ound stone'' ith n hole 1n the ct·ntre. of unknown function, set 111 the east gable I here is .111 18th century 
comnHIIIIOll rail and communion t~blc , a 13th or 14th century fl1nt, and two m~:morials of I 72 I anti I 7'27, which were moved 
from th.: cli::molished nu:dicval church 

OII ILR 
lht: \\nils nrc ot uncoursed loc<tl rubble. "ith dressings of squared local stone. Modem slnte roof. 

lhl' e\tenor elc\'ations are pomtcd wuh mediUm ro poor definition. The interior is plastered. 

Thc !>anctuary has a concrete floor la1d befl1rc 1987. The central aisle has been quarry tiled and there arc rai!>ed 
Limber boards, with their joists set on earth. below the pews. 

!'here is the suggestion of o dralllagl· t111ch around the church 

Date Visited: J9Q-l 15 

I I'> I 0~ JU.I'ERL'\((~ 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANENGAN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANENGAN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6975 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: SH29392702 
DEDICATION : ENGAN;EINION FRENIN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potent ia l for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Vety Good 
A!l:'dilllll 

Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potentia l for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A superb church of lute med ieval date. ll consists of a nave and chancel with continuous south aisle and south porch, 
and a west tower. Although ofedrlier origin, as suggested by the finding ofthe 12th/ 13th centmy stick pin and 
confim1cd by the presence of the church in the Norwich taxation of 1154 (Lunt 1926, 190), there is nothing to date the 
structure unti l the 16th century work. This later work, however, with its absolute dating. is in a relatively good 
state of preservation, the fittings including the rood screen and loft with adjoining stalls and the west tower with its 
latrine fom1 one of the best preserved late meuieval churches in Gwynedd, alongside Clynnog, J-lolyhead and Llaneil ian . 

Ve1y Gaud 
Medium 
Vetypoor 

An exeJJent description of the church is given by the Royal Commission (RCAHMW 1965, 43-48). the tower inscriptions are 
discussed by Hemp ( 19-12, 58-63. and early descript ions of the church given by Jones (I 848, ~ 16-21) and G lynne ( 1900, 
3 12-13 ). The woodwor~ is dist:ussed by Crossley ( 19-14, I 03- 1 07). The popularity of the church as a place of pilgrimage 
provided the wenlth for the late medi~.:val rebuilding. Its popularity was reinforced by the supposed link between Einion 
and Ninian (Hemp 19-r:? . 58-63) 

CE:V1ETERY 
file.: churchyard is rectangular in form with a stone-walled boundary. It is raised 0.5-1 m above the surrounding ground 
level on the south side. 2m nn the north side 1.5-2m on the east side where it is bounded by a road. The churchyard 
was extended on the west side betore 1907. The Conner linear westem boundary is now marked by a very low bank, 0.5m 
high. The main entrance to the churchyard is a lych gate at the south-east comer, where the churchyard has been 
slightly encroached by housing. The lych gate has some 16th century roof timbers. There is a furthe r entrance on the 
enst siJe. A 12th or 13th c~::ntury stick pin was round within the churchyard during grave digging. 

Cl ll.IRCII 
Tlw church ofcont tnuous nave and ch,mccl has a fulllt·ngth south a isle. a west tower and a south porch. 

I\ lost or the church is late mc:di\.'vnl, ,uHJ that work Clltnbined with Victorian restorat ion removed almost all evidence of 
earlier work. I lowewr, the north and Wt.:st w~tlb of the nave are prob;1bly earlier than the chancel: the latter is built 
on a plinth. which doc:s not continue beyond the mid point of the north wall, thus suggesting different phases of 
construction_ IJecause a 13th century church is known to h3ve ex isted, it is reasonable to expect the earlier part of 
the nave walls to bt.: of thnt date, a lthough there is no structura l evidence for this. There is. however, no vis ible 
illtnt bdwecn the na,·c and chancd. 

A door, or" hich no trace remains. ''as ~hown on J sketch of 18:29 (RCAHMW 196-+, -14) in the north wall, now replaced by 
the inserted w~::stern windtm . There is J blockeJ Joorway high up in the north wa ll of the nave just to the west of the 
screen for a wall stnir to a former rood loft. 

LATE MEDIEVAL WORK 
In the early 16th century the church was extended with the lengthening of the chancel and the add ition of a south porch. 
west tower and south aisle. Th ree phases of work have been identified. 

ln the first phase the chancel was extended and the east window is of this date. There are inscriptions on the north 
gable and the east window revealing the probab le date of 1521 (RCAJ-IMW 1964, 45 ). There was formerly an original window 
in the position of the modern no11h window _ The arcade of two open ings in the south wall of the chancel differs from 
that south of the nave. It is possible that it was bu ilt either just before or after the south aisle . It is more 
like ly to have been built before as a south chapel. wi th the bui lding of the full aisle delayed lor some reason. 

In the second phase the remainder of the south aisle was added. The corbe l at the north-east corner has the probable 
date 1531 (RCAHI'vtW 1%5, 45). There is a straight joint in the cast wall between the aisle and the chancel. The arcade 
is of five bays. The roou loft was formerly reached by a wall stair in a projection of the somh wall. c learly marked 

ISS 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARF'ON LLANENGANPAruSHCHURCH 

on his plan, although no trace of this now remains (Jones H. L. I 848, 217). The east window, the original jambs of the 
western window in the sou th wall and the south doorway are contemporary with the constn1ction of the aisle. There was a 
credence table to the south of the east window of the south aisle . 

In the third phase the west tower and the south porch were added c.l534. The porch had an upper floor. The west tower 
of three stages has an in ternal stairway in the south-east comer and a doorway on the west s ide. An arch was inserted 
in the west wall of the nave to allow access into the tower. There is an inscription above the west door of the tower 
recording its construction in 1534 (Hemp 1942, 58-63). There was a latrine in the south wall of the tower which is now 
blocked. 

The roof of the chancel, south porch and sou th ais le are early 16th century in date. The nave roof may be earlier but 
is 16th century in style. All have arch-braced col lar-beams and the Royal Commiss ion provides a detailed description of 
them (RCAHMW 196-t. 45-46). 

19TH CENTURY AND LATER RESTORATIONS 
Before 1847 the west enJ of the nave was used as a school and in I 847 the church was restoreJ by Henry Kennedy. The 
three windows of the south \\'all ofthe south aisle and the west window of the south ais le were restored fo llowing the 
original designs. The three windows in the north wall of the nave and chance l \\'ere inserted and fo llowed the style of 
those in the south wa ll. The seating was replaced and the church was probably refloored at this time. The east arch 
of the arcade between the chance l and the south aic; le W:JS rebuilt. An internal fireplace and chimney were added to the 
north-cast corner of the tower. 

!'he church \\as n:stored in 1937- S but no details ofthis restoration were fountl . 

The upper stages of tht: tower were rerointed and the roof repaired between 1992-5 

FIITINGS 
rhere is a memori:JI of I 7'21 on the east wall of the south ais le. The late 17th century communion table and rai ls have 
been retained. The screen between the n<Jve :Jnd the chancel and that in the south aisle dare from 1520-30. The screens 
h.wc contemporary- stalls against the ir east sides. 

OTIIER 
The walls urc of rough I ~ cours..:d rubble with large quoins. The mcd ievul dressings are or grey gritstone. the modern 
ones of a tinr:r 'cliO\\ gritstonc . The roofs are covered with modern s lates. 

ThL· ex1nna l ;,;lcvatiuns arc pointed w1th poor stone definition. Tht.: walls are plaster internnll} . 

rhl' fl ours art.: o f' toncrt:t t.' with the c-.;CL'[11inn nf a brief- floor in the SOlllh pOrCh. 

1 ht.:rL' is a shallow concrete channel 0.:1 111 deep on the 11011h side of the nave and chancel, and the west s ide of the south 
aisle and porch There i:, 3 simi lar trench 0.4 111 Jeep along the o;outh side of the south aisle. There is a grave l path 
around the west s ide 0f the to\\ er to the SO\llh rorch. 

Date Visited: I 994 5o 

I.IS f OF IU. F£1ll;\'('[~ 

Cbrkc \I l I Q6 t b Church Builtlmg II: Church t(C\IOTa(l()ll Ill L·am1arvonshirc During lht: I t'Jrh CcnliH) Tran.mct/0/IS ojCuanan vrrslnn· I Usront:ol Socit·ly I o/ ]:' p 

Cro;.5k~· F II t Q.t..s Screens & l.11lh in Wnlcs ,·lrchw:olng/{1 Cumhrensis 1·a1 XC 1'//1 pp I OJ- I 07 

(i l) nne S1r S R 1900 Notes unthc Older C:lmrchc;. in the Four Welsh Diocese> . lrcluwo/og/0 C'ombnmsts J 'of XI 'II pp J 1 :?-J 13 

I kmp W J 1942 The Llon~ngan Inscription . lrdw!!olog'a Camhrcn.Hs r,,f .\'('I 'll pp 5~-oJ 

Jones Rc' f-1 1 !848b Ar. una 1\l~oil'\a IV . Jrclw~olvgw C'ambre11.W I al l// pp 21 t\ -221 

I Ull l w r (cJ) 1'.126 !'he /'alunllwl f![S or\1'1(/t /]5./ Pr 19t 

RC!\HM\V ll/6~ C'nL"munonslnre l'ol/11 Wcsl pp -1.3-~S 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFAELRHYS PAR ISH CHURCH 

L LANFAELRHYS PARISH CHURCH 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon 
DEDICATION, MAELRJIYS 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RA TTNGS 
Survival of Med ieva l architecturl! 
Potent ial for arch itectural investigat ion 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY: Llyn 

Poor 
Medium 
Poor 

PRN: 6981 

NGR: SH21012681 

STATUS: Regular use 

Survival of fittings t'vfedium 

Potential for arcllaeologica l investigation Medium 
Group Value Poor 

A church of cont inuous nave and chancel of which the nave is medieval in origin with an added chancel of unknown date. 
Exlt:nsive restoration!; have removed most of the early evidence. Archaeological ev idence for the development of the 
church may remain in situ. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is rcctilineJr in form with a stone-w::~lled bound::~ry . It is raised 0.5-1 m on the east and west s ides. 
less than 0.3 m on the nor1h s ide and J -1.5 m on the south side where the churchyard is bounded by a road. There is a 
mounting block and stile near the west end of the south wo:t ll . There is a possible extemal sligh tly curved raised area 
to the north of the churchyard . Tht: entrance to the churchyard is on the west s ide and there was possibly a former 
entrance on the cast side. 

CI IURCII 
A church ot contillllnus n:Jve :J.nd chancel '' ith modern west be ll -cote. 

l he north wall of the nave is probably medieval . JateJ by the blocked door with po inted head of long voussoirs. The 
north wall also ch;mges thickness where the later chancel was added. 

The -;outh wall of' the nave is not parallel with the north wall and it has a blocked post-med ieval doorway. This 
suggests that the south wall is probably later than the north wall and has been rebuilt. There is no change of 
th ickntss between the sou th wal l of the nave wr h.t t o f the chancel, although they are on slightly different alignments 
~uggcsti ng dun the~ arc not contemporary. 

There <m: no feallr rl's to Jate the aJJit ion of thL elwncd. although it is later than the nave, and could even be post-
medieval in <.la!e. Two sma ll blod.etlopening'> rru ted by the Royal Commission (RCA! IMW 1965, 97) in the north wall were not 
visib le. 

In the 19th century the t\\o windows in the ~outh wall and the cfrst \l'indow were inserted . The west wall was rebuilt with 
a douma> "ith wind0\\5 on either s idt: and the bell-cote added. Tht: chu rch was re-roofed and re-tloorcd. Two internal 
vestries and g::tllery were constructed. 

rht: seats onlhL' south s itle of the n.t\'C \H're au<.lcd In 1925 ilnd a plan of the church was made at that date (GAS 
X.tPE/32117). 

FITTINGS 
There is a 15th century font and an t:~uly I Xth century communion table. The seating is mid 19th century in date. 

OTHCR 
The walls nrc oi roughly coursed local rubhk. Modern stone roof. 

The exterior e levations are pointed with medium to poor stone definition. The interior is plastered. 

Thert: are timber boards bene<Jth the smllh pews and the sanctuary and tiles beneath the north pews 

There is n concrete path around the church. 

Date Visited: 1994 5 

:no 
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UST OF REFERE~CES 
RCAIIMW 1937 Anctent.llonumenls 111 fngf, ft'.l pp 65 
RCi\IIMW 1904 Caunon·onslur~ I ul Jfl lint pp 97-98 

LLANFAELRHYS PARJSH CHURCH 
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GAZETT EER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFAGLAN PARISH CHURCII 

LLANFAGLAN PARISH CHURCII PRN: 698-t 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH45546068 
OEOICATION : BAGL/\N 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arion STATUS: Managed by Friends 

ASSESSM ENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Valm: of documentary eYidence 

GI;.N I:.RAL 

:lft!di IIIII 
,\tedium 
l'oor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

An interest ing church in a pleasing location, consisting of;~ 13th century nave, a modern chancel and north porch. and a 
rather dominan t ~ou th chapel of c. 1600. The presence of a 6th cenlUry inscribed stone and two cross-incised stones of 
the 14th century are of interest. An .tssocioted well former ly lay cast of the cemetery. 

C L \.I E: ri R Y 
rhe churchyard 1s "D"shapell in torrn "ith a cun ed stone-\\ all ell boundary on the west and south s1des A linear wall 
bound) the western side and the churchyard has been extended on the cast sille after 1843. The fonncr curvilinear 
cJ'itc!rn bounllary IS nO\\ marked b) a bank up ro I 5 m h1gh. Externally, there is a low curvilinear bank in the field 
adJOining the north side of the churchyard'' hich contines the cun ilinear line of the churchyard. fhic; bank impl ies 

Goud 
Guod 
Goucl 

that tlw chu rchyard'' CJs encroached upon before the lych gate was butlt in 1 TJ.l. The churchyard is raised 0.5-1 m above 
the surrounding ground levcb. fhc: onginol churchyard was used for buricll unti l the early 20th cen tury. The main 
l'lltranct: to the churchynnJ is" lych gntc limed I 722 at the north-c:ast corner and there was possibly an entrance on the 
~outh-east c;idc of the original churchyard as evidenced by:~ brea"- in the intemal bank. The churchyard wall has been 
r~:-pnintcu 111 places recent!) 

l'lll RCII 
\ Lllllrch of contmuou~ n,l\.1.' and cllnnccl \\ nh a south chapd and a north porch 

lhc 11.1\ ~:may have earlier ong1ns than that suggested by the 13th century north door: although there are no dateable 
k;.~tun:s to •:t1pport this. the: Jrmen~1on~ of the fom1er chancel. given in a terrier of 1776 as 9 feet 3 inches tn length 
.tnd I I feel 2 inches "ide. shm' ~ that it "as n<~rro" er and thi s IS a f'caturc usually associated with 12th century 
church\!~. rlwrc IS a stone 111 the ~outh wn ll of the south chope l whtch may be the rounded head of :.:1 ::;mull 12rh century 

" indl'" 

J"he north tloor of thl' n:.' e. '' 1th <t t\\ u·tl! t\lrcd head. i5 1 Jth ccntllt') 111 Jate. There is no c\ rJen~l! for it ho.~ving been 
ltl,l·rtl'U. ~0 if there \\ J~ :1n earl iL·r n.\' l! , perlwps it was re-bu1lt 31 this I llllC 

In the 14th ccntuf) the e:-~st "mdo" . oft\\ o tn:foiled heJded light' unlla quatrefoil tracl:r). was msc11cd. th1s is no"' 
te·sct in tht: modern chan<.:el. 

In tht: latl! 16th centur' or l!arl~ 17th t:c:ntllr) the sou th chapd was constructed. There are original windm~s with round· 
ht•Jllcd lights in tht: south Jnd ea~t walls. rhe roof is of arch-braced co llar beam trusses with cusped wind-braces. The 
nave was roofed in similar St) it.:, ,l lthough with plain wind-brnces, during the same period. 

I he chancel was rebuilt tonne\\ ground plan c. ISOO and the 14th century east window re-set. The north porch wac: 
probably budt at this time, u'itng a truss from the earlier chancel. 

l he church ''as restored and re!loored in 1991 with no archaeological recording. 

Fl ffiNG<; 
A 6th century cross inscribed stone hns bec:n used as an internal linte l in the north door. There are two 13th century 
graveslabs re-used as tht· sill and lintl'i of the east w indow of the porch. There are three memorials llat ing from 1707 
to 1738, There arc 18th century box rcws and the pu lpit and reading desk are dated 1767. The communion rails and table 
arc 1 Sth cen tury in date. fhc font is of the 13th century. The bell has been stolen recently. 

0 rJ lfR 
The: CJlder m<ISOnf)' ts of rubble" tth gntstone quoins. and the chancel of rough ashlar. The roofs arc of modem slate. 

)Q::! 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERN ARFON LLANFAGLAN PARJS H CHURCII 

The c:-.temal elevations of the nave and south chapel are pointed with medium to poor stone defini tion, those ofthe 
chancel with good stone definit ion. 
I he internal elevations arc whitcwashec.J. 

lhe lloor of the church ts stone !lagged. 

There is a gravel filkd drnin around the church. 

Date Visited: 19Q41"5 

liS I m REFERt::'\Cl~ 
( Iarke :-1 L 1961 h Chur.:h Building & Church Rcstor;nion in Caem:mon,hirc llunng tht IQth C~ntul) Transactions o!Cocman on~lure Hwoncal Se>tli!fl l "r./ :: r 
(jrc,ftam C :\ I '168 lft!Jit'l'tlf St(lnt! Con'll/1: 111 \ 'orth H ah•l Jlp I 02-10-1 

llul(hcs & North I Q;! I Tit.: Old Clwn:l"•s of S11o11 ,/oma pp 146-250 

I I ugh~' II 1932!1 Nl>lc\ Pil I lonl;1glan Church. l.laml\1 rog Church: Din as I >inlk· franwctiom o.f..t11gh•••'." 411/itjll(//'tt/11 ~·or tv/) ' JQJ2 pp 61-62 

'ia,h-\\ ill iams v r J<HO !Ill! £or~)' Chr/\/101/ \(ui/IIIIII!IIIS of ll',tfi!S pp 8)( 

l'.tlmcr •\ \! I XS6 'I h;: 1\>ntt>n:tr} Churchc' o t \ lcdic\ 11 North \\ales Arclht<'Ohlf/ID Comhr('ltSI\ f"o/1/1 rp 19 I 

IH \11\1\\' J%0i! ( urm.mrm,f~rre l 'ol ff (",·mral pp )Qj!.J99 

""'""l,•nta ':lltonall'~rl.. ...,,,,, .. , I qg~ ·\JJith111:11 tll•ks on the: Chur<.hc ~ lf,,r.ft.:t 1\ \uri It· /11~ (1/d Clmrclt<!.{ o_fSmJ>~eloma JlP :!99 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFAIR IS GAER PARISI! CHURCH 

LLANFAIR IS GAER PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6986 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon 
MARY 
Ban got 

NGR: SI-150176602 
DEDICA riON· 
DIOCESC RURAL DEANERY. i\rfon STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieva l architecturt: 
Potentml for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERA l 

Pnor 
.\led111m 
Poor 

Survival of firtings 
Potential for archaeological investigatiCln 
Group Value 

A medieval church which w<ts mu~h rc.:stored in the (l~th century, anJ there are now few remains of early date. rhe 
memorials of Lhe I 7th and I 8th centuries arc of some interest. The church takes its name from a nearby hill fort. A re­

used 14 th-century window in a barn at Pl::ts Llanfa ir nearby probably cnme from the church. 

Cf- \IETERY 
rhe churchyard is cun !linear in fom1 11 llh a curved stone-walled boundary on the north and west sides. h was exrendt:d 

on the ca~t and south sides in 186-1 (\JL W B C 75 ). and further e\knded in 1917 but the location is not specified (NL \V 

B C 77). Then: ts a more recent extension on the south side or the churchyard. The former curvtlinear southern and 
eastern boundanes are nOI\ marl..c.:d by a IO\\ bank within the churchyard. The churchyard is rai~ed 4 m on the \vest and 
north ~1Jes above the road and shoreline The original church) <trd "as used for burial until the late 19th ccntur) . 
There IS a modern lych gate to the south of the church. 

CJIURCJI 
I he church consists of a nnvc and st:pcratc chance l. Formerly then: were no windows in the nor1h walls (G lynne 1900, 

Medium 
,\/, I ' 

Mcdtum 

313) but there was a windOI\ 111 th'' south wall of the chancel 11 hich has now been blocked up (Hughes and North l92..J. 20X­

q ). fhe heavy pomting of the e:\tcmal wall prevents this wind0\1 from being seen. The remains of a 15th or 16th 
century relic' ing arch survive abol'c the present east wind0\1. r,, o repaired arch-brace collar beam trussc.:s re-used in 
the.: roof of' the chancel belong to the I "th or 16th centur~ and one in the nave 1s earlier than the 19th ccntur) 1\ date 
stone of 16..J..J in the south \1 all of the chancel probably indicates n restoration of the church. 

19th CFN rLJRY Rf::STORt\ TION'i 
In I 865 the church w<b restored by ( rtf bert Scott. Tht· south porch wns added and the two windows in the north wall of 
th~· navt: the door and \1 indo1' in the 'ilHilh wall uf' the nave aml thc cast ar1d west windows were inserted ::11 this d::ttt:. 
rln: chancel an.:h and the rcccs~ 111 the north "all of" the chancel ll' l'rl' addc.:d. fhe church was probably renoored at this 
t imc. 

I If IT'Jlr'l 
I he .. eating IS 19th ccntur~ m Jat-.: rhac IS J I..Jth or 15th centur) tom: an octagonal bo11 I with three decorated 
~Ide.. . fherc arc thn:c mernori.tl~ of I lith l'Cntury date. On the.: south wall of the chancel is a datcs!onc of I 6-1-L and 
.11-.o ,1 heraldiC p:111l'l (If c I MO (Rl t\ IIMW I %0, 200). 

O lii i::R 
I' he wu l b arc or rough ly cour~cd rubb le with sq uared quoins and modern dressings. The roof i" of modern slates. 

The e\tcrnal elevations ha' c been pointed with poor stone definitiOn The internal elevations are plastered with some 
pant'lling 

fhc central aisle and sanctuat: are uled and there are timber bonrds beneath the pe,~s . 

DJte Visited: 199-15 

l.IS't OF I{EfERt:'iO:S 
Clarh~ I\! L 1 ~61 h Church (lu; ldmg & ( hurch Rc~torati,ln 111 Cacrnarvon~hirc Dlrl ing the 19th C~:niUI) Trwrsaction:, of Cacrnarvonshir.: llistoricol Soc:ic·t' I"' c'.' P 

Utynnc SirS R JQOO Not..:s on the Older Churches in the rour Wdsh Diocese' , /rclw~oiCJ,~ia Cambrensis l'ol \'I !I pp 313 

flughcs & Ntlnh 11/N n, •. ()/.J (hrtnht•s II/ CirWirdomo pp 20!i-20ll 

RC i\ 1!1\1 W I 960:1 Ca.-rn,;n•on.tlnf'l! l 'o/ II Ct!nlrul pp ~00 

\m>\\tlunr~o '1111t>n.lll';ul.. ~1•..:re1~ IQS4 ,\JJillonal nnlc> {lfl the Churchc~ 1/uglr<'' <l \orth · 111e 0/dCium:h~s ofSn<>lldrmw PP ::!1)7 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAE RNARFON LLANFAIRFECHAN PARISII CHURCH 

LLANFAIRFECHAN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6991 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarlon NGR: SH68297457 
DEDIC AriON· MARY 
DIOCESt.: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arllcchwcdd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survtval of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentaC) e\ idence 

GCNERAL 

Poor 

Poor 
\tedium 

Survival of fittings 
Potenrial for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A mcH.Iern church. which was built on the site of a medieval one, in 1849. The earlier church may have had I 2thll 3th 
ce11 tury work, a date confirn1cd hy the inc lusion of the church in the Norwich taxation of 125-1 (Lu nt 1926. 192). No 
features of note remain from the earlier church. There may be ~o llie archaeological potential, but this will be limited 
as the modern church overlies the earlier. 

CE:. to.lF l FRY 

Pour 
\tedium 
Pour 

The church~ ard is irregular in fonn '' llh a stone -\\'alled boundar) The anginal church) ard ''as curvtlinear in fom1 and 
<>tone "ailed but cannot be traced (GAS X PE 1-t 3). The churchyard has been extended on the south side in 1862 and thl' 
I~ ch gaw and mounting stool des toyed (Hughes and Nonh I Q24, 158-Q). fhe original churchyard has been cleared of 
g.rave:.10nes. The dimensmns l)fth~ church~ an.l was giwn as 45 yard~ in length and 42 yards wide in a terrier of 1749 in 
the pamh n:gistcr (GAS X PE J-113J 

MI:DtrV AL CIIURCH 
The medieval church \\JS demulislh:d in I S49. and no visible remains survive on the site. 

The church had a na,·e :md ~cp.trall' ch.mccl, "ith transeptal ch<tpcls on the nonh and south stdcs and a porch on the 
south stt.lc of the na' e. The dimcnston' of the church were given in a tetTier of 1749 as 22 ) ards tn length and 5 yards 
arld:! feet\\ tde. \\ ith a north ch<~pel6 )ards 8 inches in length and 3 )Unls wtdc and 3 south chapel 6 }ards -1 inches in 
length and 3 :an.ls 5 mchcs ''ide The height or the church \\as given as 7 yards 8 inches and the chapels as 5 yards II 
mclte' (GAS X PE 1-t 31. 

1\ plurt ol th~: church ''as mad~ bd'Llrc rts t.kmoliuon in 1849 by llen ry Kennedy (l lughcs and North I 92-l. 156) and a sketch 
of th~ church maJ~ (llugh~.:s ;uHJ North I CJ2-l, 15 7). The sl-.ctch .!> how-.. :1 square headed "induw in the north wall of the n:tve 
and a square headed" inJow in the angled wall bct\\'een the 11;1VI! and the north rransept. Tht! plan ~bows thar the naYe was 
narrower, anti thereforl' earlier. th<tll the c:hanccl and may h;l\ ~:been 12th or 13th centul'} in dutc. A \\ c:.t gallery and a 
rt1od screen \\ere also noted. The llil\ l' hat.! a narrow south d0or of uncertain date. fhc sketch shows a west door with 3 

tlauencd segmental arch "hich "a~ probably 15th centuf) in date The chnncel and the cast" indow were of the 15th 
century. there \\ere \\ indm' s of stmilar date in the north wall of the north transept and the cast" all of the south 
transept lhc other" indows \\Crt. of the carl) 19th century 

'\IODERN CIIURCH 
l"h!! present church was built in 1849 b) II. 1-..ennet.ly. A ground plan of the present church was made in 1890 when it \\<IS 

proposed to extend the chance l (NLW B!MAPS/61. NLW BIMAPS/6:2): o nor1h aisle had been :tdded in 1885. 

In 19~5thc chancel screen was :~dJcd by Herbert Nonh (NLW BIF/3:22). 

FITTINGS 
A number of finmgs were: moved trom the medieval church to the pre~cnt church. There are three brass tablets of l 7:28, 
1744 and 17 53 and a marble tablet of 1756 The seating is 19th century in date. Portions of the 15th-century screen 
were re-u~cd in the flooring.. 

Ofiii:R 
The walb are of cou rsed grey ntbblt.: wtth pale limestone dressing:-.. Modern sl:ltc roof', 

fhc c\tcrior is pointed with good stone deftnition. The interior is plastered. 

fhe nrslc and the sanctuaf\ are tilt:J and there are timber boards beneath the pews. 
IQ6 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFAIRFECHAN PARISH CHURCH 

Thae is a drain around the church. 

Date Visited: 199-l/5 

I I!'> T OF REFERE:\( F\ 

( larl.c \I L 1961 h Church Building & Church RC)Illr.tltt>n an Caemarvon~hirc During th.: l 1llh <.cnturv 1'rwzsur:11nm ojCa,•mun·onslure lhslonwl \' Jcull I ,[:! _, i' 

l'fl')'ic) F II 19-l.l <;cr~~ns & Lolls in Wale~ -lrcfzaeologw Cambrcn:m l'ol.\('1'/// pp 107 

(o l)nnc SirS R 1900 Nutc:. on the Older Chllrchcs 111 the I· our Welsh Dioceses Ardzaeologiu Camhrcnsts l'ol ,\T/1 pp 313 

llughcs & North l lJ24 7ht! Old rlwrclu.>s 1-!fS, o•nlonta pp 155-1 60 

I ural W 1: (cd) I 9:!6 fhr I ,lluutroll of.\'orlltdt I: 5.J pp I!! I 

Rl \lla\1\V f<l56 Cut•rnuntm<lur!! /'n/1 £,1.1/ pp Il l\ 

\no\\dnma "ialtnnall'arl. \)lKtcl\ I QS.J Addttiunal not<:) on thc Church~, II11Rh1!:. & \'onh- Tho' 0/cl Clwrdu.>s of Suo1•donza pp :!9-1 
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GAZETT EER O F CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFIHANGEL BACHELLAETH PARISH CHURCH 

LLANFJHANGEL BACH ELL AETH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6997 

PRI:. 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon 
MICHAEL 
Bangor 

NGR: SH30413-127 
DEDICATION 
DIOCI.:.SE: 

A~SESSMENT RAT INGS 
Survl\·al of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

Gl 'NLRAL 

RURAL DEANERY. Llyn 

Pnur 
Poor 

Poor 

STATUS: Redundant 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological mvestigation 
Group Value 

. I I edt IIIII 
,\lcd111m 
row 

A I though li.sted in the Norwich tax:ll ion of I ~5-I (Lunt 1926, 190). the earliest remains are now 17th century. The church 
is LUrrc:nt ly for sale. 

Ct "v1FTERY 
f'he c:hurchyarJ IS rectilinear 111 fo1m '' 1th a swnc:-\\allcJ boundar} t~nJ is slightl} raised on the north-\\CSt, south-cast 

<111d nonh-e.1.,1 sidl!s. [hc:re ;~re slight!~ raised an:as outsid~: the west ends of the nonh-west and south-cast walls 
"hich ma) be ,1 sur' i' al of an earlier c.hurch) ard boundar). The original churchyard" as used for burial until recent!}' . 
lhl entrance IS on the <;outh-m.:st siJL· rhe churchyard walls'' ere re-built m 1889 (NL W BrJ 1/2) The area of the 
church) <..~rJ ''~b given ds I acre and~ I roks 111 a terrier of I 89'> (Nl W BTl I). 

CIILIRCII 
I h~.: church .:on'>l~ts r•fa conti11uou~ n;wc ~nd chancd. th e \l.tlls of\\ htch ,tre probably late 17th centu ry in date. 

,\ g.dlcr~ wa-; built at the" L'St enJ 111 I 8·17 iliH.I is reached b) nn c\lcrnal sta ir. J'he west doorway and the windows are 
ddinllc lllSI!ntOil~ pOS~ibJ~ t'f thi-; d:~te l'f thL' rC.:StOration Of 1888·C) 

rlrllt\G'-
rhc fl•nt IS lllthe 15th lCI\tllf~ .llld thL' <,CJtlll!.! \\,IS aJdl'J Ill the (9th l'Cntllf). 

Ollf!"R 
rhc \1 all<. OrL' lll rough!\ Ctltlr!->l'd lot·.ll runbk \1 lth mmkrn drc-.sings . Modem slate roof. 

J 'h~.: t:\ lcrnal ck' ,It ion~ <IlL' po1111cJ "11h \!lind ~ lllne definition. ·1 he 11!1cnor is plastered. 

I r.tt:l'\ ol a dramagc trc:nch .1n•und llll' church .m: 'isibk. 

IJ:ttc \ hi ted : 199-1 5 

Ll~l m l trt uu.'n" 
(iilml~ '-tr '> R I '1!1() ~<'lc~ on thL 1 lldc r l "h11rdlc' 111 I he l l'"' \\ c lsh I lti'C~'~' .Ire hclt'<Ji<>glll ( ·,unbrt•/1.'1.' l "ol \"1'/( pp J l·l 

1111 11 \\' I· (cJ) l<l:f, 11"· I',J/,tlf/OIIt•/ \ "wull·lr t:.' -J pp l•l! 

1\( ,\II\!\\ I %-1 Caemrm·u1nhu c' I , t! Ill II · ·.11 rll 'i ~ 

(l)S 



GAZETT EER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 

LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (CRN) PRN: 7002 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: Sl-1527-I..J-186 
DEDICATION· \IICIIAI:.L 
DIOCESI:. R.1ngor RURAL DEANERY: Eifionydd STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATI:"iGS 
Sun•tval of Medieval arch1tcctun.: 
Potential for architccwral mvcstigation 
Value of documentar: ev idencc 

GENERAL 

Medium 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of liuings 
Potentinl for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

1\ modern church, butlt c. 1840. llll the site of the medieval church. No remains of the ~.:nrl i e r church are visible, and 
no details concc.:rn ing it ~ chrtl'ftCter have been found. A few fitti ngs from the earlier chu rch remain. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard b reLlilinear in form with :1 stone-wallet! bounJaf) and the chu rch:.ard is rnisr:d 0 3 Ill above the 
~un·oundmg ground le\ t:ls 1: \tcrnally there is a raised bank. 0.5-0.8 m high. on the north side 1.5 m out from the 
north wa ll and parallel to 1t This bank continues around the east and sou th stdes. The churchyard\\ as used for burial 
unul recent I) . l'h~; L'ntrJilCl' to the churchyJrd is on the nonh-\\'CSt side. There arc man} 18th century graveslabs. 

~IFDfi"Vt\l OIL RC!I 
I he carl icr church \\ J• Jcmolr'\hcd c I S-10 (RCA H\ I\\' 1960. 65 ). and \\as probably built O\ er after its demo! it ion . No 
Jew II~ of the rncJic\ al church ha\ c bt•en found . 

.\IODERJ\ CI IL R( II 
l he present church \\<b burlt c. I 8-10 over the sue of the nlt'drcval church It consl't'> 01 a Ulllllnuous n;l\ e and chancd. 
Thae arc tlm:c \\ llllh•ll'> in the south nnJ north walls. an east windo11 and a door'' ith a\\ indo\\ abO\c in the west \\all. 
!here 1s no 1trdrcat1on 01' the '>un I\ a! ul rnedreval fabnc or the re-use of medrcval feature~ 

Fl f l iNG~ 

f'oor 
,, ll!dtll/ll 

Puur 

r·hc mill I 8th ccntur\ Cl•llli1HII11011 t.lblc wns rctarned and the IJtc 17th c~:ntury p:l!ldlln!.! I 1\lll j)C\\., w:1s re-set on the wall~ 

of tht: navt•. rh~:rc o~rl' t\1 u marbk- 111L'morials of 1727 Jnd I 760. 

UT!Il:R 
I he 1\:'llh an: ol (ill."<ll ruhhk II lth drcS~IIl~'o or gritstonc. iVI nd~:rn si::Jtl' roof. 

I h~: cxtcnor '' porntcd I\ Hh llll'diutn -;tone delinit rnn. The nacrior is plm.tcrctl. 

I he ai'>le .111J the ,,t11t:lll.lf) .uc '>1\llll: llaggcJ and there are rat~ed timber boards bcncatl •C \1 ~ . 

rhcrc I'> Ill' mdic<ltlllll Ol ,1 dr<rill ,11'\llli\J tht: church . 

0:11e v t!.ttcd llllJ.J ' 

LIS I OF ftUTRI '\( I" 
RC \11\t\\ I <lhO.t C I< ,,,1' ,,,IIIII<' I of II (',·mralpp b:i·h(• 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANGIAN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANG IAN PARISH CHURCH 

PRE 197~ COUNTY: Caernarfon 
DEDICATION: ClAN 
DIOCESE. Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surv ival of Mcd ic~ al arcl11tecture 
l'otential for architectural investigation 
Vnlue of documentary evidence 

loLNERAL 

RURAL DEANFRY. Llyn 

1\ tedium 
Poor 
/'oor 

PRN: 7014 

NGR: Sl-!29562894 

STATUS: Regular usc 

Su rvival of fittings tlh•dwm 
Potential for archaeological invt:stigation ( i •r•,! 
Group Value \!e.llllm 

,\ dlllrch of possible 13th century date. but much changed and restored. The chu rch is listed in the Norwich taxation of 
1254 (Lunt I 021i, 190) t\ 6th century stone stan ds in the churchyard, and a similar tbtc was obtained from charcoal 
bdow the cemetery w<~ll which r:1iscs the archaeological potential ot'this site. 

lF\IElERY 
I ht: church:-ard \\ao; original!:- cur' Jlmear in fonn. but \\as c\tended on the south-west and east >ides 111 1895. The 
t<•rrner boundar] on th~· easr sidt: is nO\\ marJ..ed b) a lo\\ ban!.. and a line of ye'~ trees. The original churchyard was useJ 
lnr bunal unul n:centl~ There is a 6th ccntur) inscribed stone 10 the south of the church . The mam entrance to the 
thun:hyard is a lych !;:11.: on the west side. 'I he nonhern stone walled boundary appe:ars to have been encroached by 
rropen boum.lanco; !here is .1 strc.un on the south side and a rond on the \lest side. A radiocarbon date of430-670 AD 
".1 ... obtainc:d fn11n char.:oal :-~ssoc•::tted "11h Jaub at the base of the south wall of the churchyard when the wall was 
rebuilt m I <)l) .. t_ Thl' .lrl'•' llf lh<' church\ ani \\as g1vcn as~ roOt.ls and 29 perch eo; with a 3 4 acre extension 10 a terrier 
of' 1')00 (~I\\ B II 21 

l'l fl 'RCII 
I he chun:h cc1nst\h ol J ~..ominuous navt: aml chance l with :1 \\CSt porch and north vcstr). 

lii'>J'l'"sibk thallnlll.h ol'the walll:-~bric ul thl' llll\c ma~ be as l.!ilrl) as the l~th century or 13th century, as :1 church 
"kno\\ n tu h;l\ c been here in the I >th centul). but there IS no dm:ct evidence. 

I hac :trc blod.cJ JcHll'\\'il~ ~ uf untertnin d:uc .11 1 he ''est t:nd' of the not1h Jnd sou th II' a lis of the n<tvc. 

In th" late.: I 5th .. ·clllur~ thl· chanct:l ",,., adJ~d. dated b) the arch-braced collar-bcnm tru~scs that roof the nave and 
ch.mcl·l !here 1-. J :-.r<Jgl;cred quoin JOIIII 111 lhl' south wall betw~t:n the na\'e and chancel. 

l'lrh lT "<Tl'RY N' D L \ TER RF~ I OR,\ riOl\S 
lklorc I 852 the Lltun .. h "a~ re~wrcJ r he \\l'~t wall "as n:bu!lt "irh a doorway and the three wiou(H\ > in the nonh and 
c;nutlt '' ..1lls and th,· Cil'-1 "mdo11 \\ere mscrt,·d 

I he Ll111rch \\a~ rc.:stor~u h~ I I. Kennedy 111 l li"R when the tntcrnill littings \\ere rc-i'IITanged (NLW B' rl353). The north 
'"str~ 11as prob.tbl~ aJJed at this t1111o.: 

I m~r ~~ \~ oodt:n porch "a!> added to the "e~t end 

FilliNGS 
I here i~ i\11 octagonal ront with the tlatt' l63S lllSCribed. rherc arc two memorials dmed 1704 and I no. 

Olii£:R 
lhe walls are of loe.tl rubble '' ith modem dre~sings. Modt:rn slate rouf. 

1 he e\ternal eust \\allis pointed with poor !>tone definitiOn, the remainder witJ1 good stone definition. 

!'here is timber t1ooring benenth the pew~. the aisle is carpeted 

!'here is a path and dr~unage around tlu: church 

IJJtl' VISited· I QQ-i 5 
~00 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANGIAN PARISH CHURCH 

LIST Of REFEitE~CES 
Clarl.c \II I Q()l b Church 13uilding & Church RcstllfJll\lfl in CacrnJrnmshirc Durint! the I <lth Ccnlllry Tnmsacfltms aj( aeman·omlrm;o HISiortcal.\o,, .. ,l lvf :!:! p 

Gl~ nne S1r <; R 1900 :>:otcs on the Older Churches in the Four Welsh Diocese,; . lrclrm:o/oJ!'•' Camhrensts I nf .\'Iff pp 115 

l.unt \\' t (nil I 'J:!Il [It, J <lflltii/Ott of \ 'onl'ldt I:! 5-I pp I 9 I 

\;a h· \\ illi.llll\ \ L I Q5•1 7/n! l.ar/1 Clm.w.w \folllll//1!/11.1 o( II ale.• PI' SS-~1) 

Rt \11\t\\' 1•1(1-l (aan.m on.!lnr,• J'of f/1 . ll'l'Sif'l' 57- 'S 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANGWNNADL PARISH CHURCH 

LLANCWNNADL PARJSH CHURCH PRN: 701~ 

PRE 197..t COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: SI-120883321 
DEDICATION: GWYNHOYDL 
DfOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regu lar usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieva l arch itecture 
Potentia l for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

flel)' Good 
Poor 
A.fedium 

Surv ival of fi ttings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Good 
Medium 
Poor 

An irnportant and attractive church. \\'hich even has Kennedy working in a sensitive manner when he restored the church in 
1850. It is of three equal size aisles. of "vhich the ccnrrc one is the earl iest, starting life as a typical smnll 
single ce ll church . In 1520, dated by inscription, the north aisle was added. and the south one at a sim ilar time. Tht: 
arcades, east windows. roof trusses and font arc all good examples of late medieval work, and particu larly important 
because of the known date. The funds for the construction of such a church. in an area where the congregntion was never 
large, must have :1risen because of its location on the main pilgrim rou te to Bardsey. A cross- incised stone of the 7th 
- 9th centuries indicates activity on the site in early med ieval times. 

CEMETERY 
The squnrish graveyard, ~ome quarter of an acre in extent. is surrounded by a stone wall. lr is bounded by the rond on 
the south. and open fields on the north and west. The principa l emrance is from the road on the south. 

CI IURCII 
A church of three cqunl aisles. The centre one is the earliest, 11hich fo rmed a typicnJ smnll single ce ll church. but 
there arc no details remo ining. to confirm its age, except that it is older than lhe two I 6th century aisles. The east 
window of three lights with vc11ic:~l tracery iu a four-ce ntred ::1rch is I 6th century, presumably added at the same time 
as the aisles. There is a bloc"-ed door in the west wall. now occupied by a modern window. 

The nonh tJis le was added in 1520. conven iently recorded on the east pier of rhe arcade in an inscription (RCAHM W 1965, 
66). In the nonh wall:-~re three:: modern'' indows. the west one of wh ich occupies a former doorwny. The east window of 
three c inqucfo iled lights with vc11icnl trncery in a f()ur-centred arch with hoodmould is original. There is a small 
blocked window in the 11est 11.111. The three bay arc:-~de is o r four-centred nrches Oil octagon<ll piers. 

J'he 1\0U th nisk was .:~lso :1dded in tho:: t.:arly 16th ccntmy, ::~lthough the exact date is not recorded. The east window of 
th ree cinquefoil lights \I ith venical traccry in a four-centred arch is similar to. but varit.:s in detail from, the other 
two cast windows. !'he east ll'indow in the south wnll of two trcfoiled lig,hts with square head and moulded label is 
origin..~ I: the \I est one was inserted in 1850. The sou th doorway with its four-cenrred arch and hood-mould is also 
original. 

The :u-ch-braccd collar-bcJm trusses of the three I'L10ls are early 16th century, but the purl in~ and rafters are modern 

19TH CENTURY RES TORr'\ TIONS 
The church was restored in 18.50 by Henry Kennedy. The roofs. modern windows and bell-cote a ll date from this 
restoration. 

FITTINGS 
There is a cross-incised stone of 7th to 9th centu ry date set into the south wall. The 16th century fo nt is a carved 
octagona l gritstone bowl with decorations on the faces. set on a plain pedestal and plinth. Two sides are decorated 
with carved hends. which Hemp suggests represent Henry VII I and Bishop Skeffi ngton of Bangor (Hemp W J 1956, 14 7). 
There arc inscriptions on the eastern repond and column of the north arcade, which record the bu ilding of the aisle in 
1520 over the resting place ofSt Gwynhoydy l. There are three 17th century memoria ls in the church. The bell in the 
bell-cote is incscribcd "St Gwynoydyl Ann Dorn 1788". There are pieces of med ieval stained glass re-set in the east 

window. 

OTIIER 
A II three n:~vcs nre built of roughly coursed stone, with grey gritstone dressings. In 194J the plaster was stripped from 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANGWNNADL PARISH CHURCH 

the interior walls, and both the interior and exterior are now pointed, with good stone definition on the exterior but 
somewhat poorer on the interior. 

New drainage channels were dug in 1994 to the west and north of the chu rch and the gully to the east was replaced. 

Date Visited: 1994/5 

LIST OF REFEH£NCES 
Clnrke :'\1 L 1961 b Church Duilding & Church Rcs tora ti lm in C~ernarvonshire During the J 9th Cemury Transactions ofCaeman•onsltire llistorical Socrery I 'of:? J p 

Glynne )irS R 1900 Notes on the OIJcr Churches in lhe four Welsh lJioceses Archa~ologio Combrensls I' of Xl'/1 pp 315-J 16 

llcmp W J 1956 Llang11nadl Church . lrcltaeolugw Cambrens1s Vol Cl' pp I -P-14<l 

Jlmcs Parry I L D I 1\48 An•ona Mcdicva Il l Archaeologra Cambrensis l'ol Ill pp 1-16-150 

I cwis M 1970 Sroi171:d Glass 111 .\'orrh Wales pp 66 

RC,\ 111\IW 196-1 Coeman·om/11rc r·o/111 . ll'r:sr pp 65·6 7 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANGYB I PARISH CHURC H 

LLANGYBI PARISI! CHURCH PRN: 7022 

PRE 1974 COUNl Y 
DEDICATION. 
DIOCESE: 

Cnemarfon 
CYBI 
Rangor 

NGR: SH42864117 

RURAL DEANERY: Eifionydd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

.\lediwu 
,\fee/tum 

Poor 

Survival of iittmgs 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A ~ingle cell chu rch of wh tch the east end is a 15th century extens ion. The site is famous fi1r its accompany ing well, 
of which sub~tant i al rcmrtin s exist. 

CE~1 EfERY 

The graveyaru covcnng half .111 acre i-; bounded b) a stone wall. In 1889 the ccmctry was extended. The lych gate 
appears to ha"e been rebuilt in the 19th century. There is a cros5 incised stone of 7th to 9th century date by the lych 
g.1tC. 

CHI"RCII 
t\ smgle cell church. Clf '' hich the cast end is btcr than the ''est. '' irh west bell-core and south porch . 

The \\ e~ll:rn Joom J\ 111 the na' c. of sunpk pointed head, sug.gesb .1 14th century date and as ll docs nor appear to be 
mserted ll mtght he prc~umcd that tho.: nilvt: was built at this time. In the north wall is 3 bh1ckt!d wmdow of presumed 
tnl'tltc>,tl J:11~: 

A strJight j01nt 111 the north .111J !>Outh wJils clearly indicates where the chancel was built onto tht: nave. The chancel 
retainc; us ortginal 15th centur) ea'>t "indo" of three ogec headed lights\\ ith ventcal tracery in a four-centred arch. 
Also origina l nrc tho.: l\\O blocked plam rectangular windows in the north ::111d south walls. 

I QTII CENTURY REt;; fOR,\ liON' 

Aledium 
Afcdium 

Good 

f"hc church W:\5 complete I) n.:storcd tn I S7lJ b) llt:nry Ken ned) when the porch. the be ll-cote I he chimney and the gable 
cross wcrc audt:d. rhe gable coplllgs and 1-.nt:dcrs wen~ renewed. and the roof was heigh tened. The south doorway and ~dl 
the present winduws e\ct.:pt the e~ht winuow were inserted. 

FlfiiNGS 
rht: Octagonal font llf 15th ~ cnttll) d<llt' is '>Cl 011 cl modern peJe:-taJ and base. (he bell in the bell-cote is UJkcl 1677. 
The wmmt1111on rails are e.trl) 18th century and the base of the oak communion table bear~ the dnte 1736. Wall painting~ 
\\ere noted during replastering tn tht: 1950'~ (RCAI IMW 1960. 202) 

OTII(R. 
The \\ails ,1rc ol unc,,urwJ rubble "1th grtr:.tonc dressings \lod..:rn sbtc mor. 

Tho.: \\est end of the na' e ts he a" i I) pomted "111 k the remainder is mort! hghtly pointed, \\ ith good stone de fin it ion 
The inlerior ts pla:.tered. 

A drainage channel t'i sug.gcsted by .1 shght lowering near the north \\all of the church. 

Date Visited: 190-1 ~ 

!.IS I 0 1· REFEIU. 'i( 1.~ 
l'larl..c M I 1961 b Church lllllhltll!l & Church Rc~lllr:ltiun in Ca~rn~r\'Oilslmc Ouring the llJih c~ntur~ lrOIISUCIIIJIIf o(Caefll{/f"l'tJIIShln: flworical SOCil'fl' l"ol :!~ J1 

Gl) nne Sir<., R I t)(JO Notes on the llldcr C'lwrchc~ in the Ft,ur Welsh Dtoccsc~ .. trclwi!Oio~l(l C'ctmhr<'ll~l\ l 'ol \"1 "11 pp J I 6 

Nash-\\ t l li Ui ll~ V l" 195(1 lh11 1-.arll• Chri.•·tw11 .lfo t ttii/1<'11/S f:!{ll"oles pp 9ll 

I<CAIII\!W 11/(l(ln ( oanun·mrthitt! l"o/ II Cemml f'p20 1-:!0:! 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARF'ON LLANlESTYN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 

LLANI£STYN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) PRN: 7025 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH26983375 
DEDICATION: IESTYN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ll}n STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATING~ 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural mvestigation 
Value of documental)' e\ idence 

GENERAL 

l"e~v Good 
,\tedium 

,\tedium 

Survival of firtmgs 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Guod 
Medium 
Poor 

A very interesting church. which recordet.l the second highest value of Llcyn churches in rhe Valuation of Norwich of 125-l 
( Lunt 1926, 195 ). rh is high vo luc is reflected in the 13 th century work, which was fortunately not rep laced in later 
med ieval times, but was in fact copied in the later aisle. It is a church of 12th ccntury nave anti chancel, extended to 
the east in the 13 th century with a triple lancet cast window. to which a south aisle was adt.led in the 16th cen tury. 
The 16th ccnlllry font is ot note. 

CEMETERY 
lhe well kt!pt gruvcyurJ IS rccttltne,lr and slop.:s <.lown from east to west A stont:: slab path leads to the church from the 
entrance in the north boundary wall. It is bounded by a dr) stone boundar) wall. The interior is raise<.l by less than 
0.5m on the west and north sides. There is a road to the east and the graveyard has been encroached by a building in 
the north wc~t comer There Jre no traces of any extensions or former boundaries. Earl~ ... late gravestones date from 
16<>1 to 1743. 

liiURCH 
The church conststo; of nn undl\ 1ded ml\ e nnd chancel with a slightly shorter -;outh a1sh:. 

1 he" est end of the na' e ts probabl) late I ]thor earl) I 3th Ct>ntury, dated by the blocked round-headed window in the 
:.outh wall. and a s1milar '' mdow w1th !Jtcr alterations in the north wall. The west doorway. with a pointed arch of 
rough stone 'oussoirs. i~ difficult to di'lte, but cou ld be of the early 13th century. although the RCAH M W believe it to 

be later. and contemporary with the chancel. Above the door arc two lancets with pointt:d heads of probable late 13th 
century date. The kngth of the lak I ~th 'early 13th ccntul}' church is clearly shown by a strnight joint in the north 
"i.lll . fhc two north windci\\S 111 the nnve arc modan . 

rhc cast ex11:nsio11 1:.1n be d.1ted to the 13th century by the cast trirlc lancet wi11dow. in which tht• centre lancet is 
longer than the others In tht.: north wall of the chancel is an origirwl doorway. but now blocked and con taining a 
modern "indow. 

lhe ~Oltth aisle. ::~JJc<.l in the late 15th or enrl:r 16th century. is divided from the main body of the church by five four­
centred arches oft\\ o ord~rs ~pnnging from low ocragonal piers with capitals. rhc east '" indow is a copy of the 13th 
ccntur) triple lancet "111do'' in the chancel, but presumably of c. 1500. Similarly in the south wall is a blocked door 
"ith a 'iimple round arl h of rough voissours of early 13th century characrer. but in a wall erected c 1500. In the 
~outh \\nil of the msk are three modem'' indows: an earlier blocked ''indO\\ is visible b)' the modem west one. The west 
''all of the a1sle contains a platn rect:.111gular '' mdo\\ in the gable 

I 9TH CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
The church was restored 111 I 858 ''hen it was re-roofed and a new floor insened (Clarke 1961 . 30). New windO\\<S were 
insened. The central arches were dressed and restored and gravestones were removed from the chancel to the west wall. 
The upper parts of the walls of the south aisle appear to have been rebuilt when the modern windows were inserted into 
the south wall of the south ~uslc . 

Fl rTlNGS 
The fon t is a carved octagonal snndstone bowl set on J square plinth probably dating to the early 16th cen tury. There 
is n small hea<.l on the south side of the east resrund of the arcade. Memorials include a stone !:o lab dated 1639 and a 
slate panel dnted 1742 

OTIIER 
The walls are of local rubble; the arcmk is of fine gritstone. Modern slate roof. 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANIESTYN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 

The exterior is roughly pointed allowing reasonable stone definition, but ivy on some parts of the south wall of the 
south aisle obscure some of the stonework. The interior is plastered except for details. The wall footing of the 
original south wall of the nave is visible by the east pillar. 

The floor has stone flags in the centre below the pews with raised timber boards elsewhere. The aisles and altar arcn 
are tiled. 

A dra inage channel less than 0.3m deep is visible round the west and south wa lls of the church and at the east end it is 
0.5-1 m deep. The foundation plin th is exposed at the east end of the south wa ll of the south aisle and the north wall of 
the chancel is also exposed. 

In 1996 a proposa l was put forward to divide the church into two halves with a perspex screen and curtains fo llowing the 
line of the pillars. 

Oat~ Visited: 1994 5 

I JS I" OF RF:FF:HE'\CES 
l Tlh>k~ I' II 1114-1 'icn·ens & Loft~ in \\':tk~ l rdiUt'<lloglu Cumhrensis l"o/ XCI"/// pp 107 

(,J~nn~ <.lr S R 1900 NPLC~ on the Diller Churches Ln the Four Welsh Di<Jct:scs lrchal.'olngw Cambrens's lol .\"l'/1 pp 316 

1 tnll \\ E (~<h 1'121> !111! l'u!twt1w1 11(.\unlich I :l5./ pp 191 

RC \JJ\1\\" 1'~<>·1 ("<tl'l ' l<'n't"llilll'' I"' Ill lrc~lppll7-MI 

206 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANLLEC HID PARISH CHURCH 

LLANLLECHID PARlSH CHURCH PRN: 7026 

PRE 197-t COUNTY: Caemarlon 
LLECHID 
Bangor 

NGR: SH61196869 
DEDICATION· 
DIOCESI-::: RURAL DEANERY: Arllechwct.ld STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary e' idence 

GENERAL 

1'1:'0' poor 
Poor 
Medtum 

Survival of tittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

fhe s ite or a medieval church. wh1ch was listed in the 1:254 Valuation of Norwich (Lun t I 926, 191 ), but was complete ly 
rebuilt in the 19th century. Tht: found:llions of the earlier chu rch remnin, and these fo rm the main feature;: of 
urchat:o log1ca I interest. 

CI:MEH RY 
A n:ctangular cemeter;.. '' hH.:h was e\tended to the east when the ne'"' church was built. The original cemetery lay 
<.~longs ide the road. with open field-. on its remaining sides. It is bounded by a stone '~all.\\ ith access from Talysam 
to the \\ec;t .tnd from the road tn the ~:ast A t.1bletomb of 16S21ics on \\hat must have been the nonh side of the former 
church, unless it was placed in 1ts rresent locatiOn after the demolition of the church. There ts a sundia l dated 1795 
\\C!It of th~.: porch oflhe present church 

MCO lf:. VAL CII URCH 

Poor 
Medium 
Poor 

The rnedicvnl church was taken dO\\ 11 1n 18-16, when the new church was built. The earlier church lay cast of the present 
huilding. !'he church ''as llt:scriht.:d as a "long. low ancient edifice consisting of a nave and chancel. with a small 
chapel or oratory on the south side" (Lewis S. 183.3 ). A terrier of 181 I rt·corded the dimensions ns 49ft long and 48 ft 
"ide for the na' c. and 20ft 3m long anJ 48ft ''ide for the chancel. fhc chapel was 15 II by 15ti I Oin wide. The church 
had a stone floor and held 214 '' orsf11ppcrs. At the west emJ "as a modem building. \\ hich formed a school and ' est I) 
{Hughc., anJ Nonh 192-1. 1-15-7) 

rhe ccm~:tcr) e.tst of the prest.'nt church ,., dt.'n~d~ covered '' llh hunals, and n is not possible to rnat-.e out the 
luunt.lat10ns of tho.: e:ul ier church 

llw Uthll'\\ .t\ ;1nd a <;toup arl' prl'WJ'\ cd 111 the new church. 

i\JODERN l IIURCII 
1 he prc~c11t church wa:-. built in I S-16 b) I Jenr) Ken ned) tn neo-nornhm '>I) lc (Clarke 1\1 L I 961 ::!5 ). It contains within it 
the stoup. built inside the present unon\3). nnd the princtpal door\\ay ofthc old church {according to Hughes and Nonh. 
1924) flO\\ leads mto the present cellar: this door has a rounded arch of s3ndstone 'ouss01rs 

~ 11 rJNlil.\ 
Apart from the stoup and tht.: ~und 1al mcnt1on~:d above. the only other fitting remaining is the font\\ hich i!> probably the 
orig111al re-cu t to its prt!st:nl ~hnpc . 

Date Visited IIJC)..J 5 

LIS I Of. IU: FEHL '\CES 
( l,ul-~ \I I I 961 b Church 1lU1Id111g & l hurd1 Rcswratit>n m Cacrnan un~hirc l>unng. I h..: 191h Ccntu~ I r.J/1\tlctmm u/C<Jcmun'oll:;lnre 1/worical Soclt'll I ,1:: :' P 

llughc' & 'mth ('12-l fh,· Old Clwrd1t!~ ot .'i11audomn pp 1~5- t 17 

l CIIIS i\ I t 970 .\/umed Glass m \ urlh lluln pp 6 7-I>N 

I un l \\ 1: (<!d) 1 ')~(1 The I alucman o( \uru"h /]5./ I'P !Ill 

RCAIIM\\ ICI'\b Caunanumlurt• I oil /."cJ(t PJl LI.J 

Sno11 Jt>ll l:l Nnllonal Pari. .St>Cicl~ I CJS.t ,\dllillunnl mllc, ou th~ Churchc~ 1/u;.:.ht·~ •'< .\'(If til- 1hc OIJ ChurchC!.~ o(.\llnHdoma pp 2'11 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANLLYFNI PARISH CHURCH 

LLANLLYFNI PARISH CHURCH 

PRE 197-1 COUNTY: Caemarfon 
DEDICATION. RHEDYW 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Med ieval architecturc.: 
Potential for architectural in\'estigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY: Arfon 

Mt:dium 
Medium 
Medium 

PRN: 7028 

NGR: SH47065209 

STATUS· Regular use 

Survival of fittings Medium 
Potential for archaeological investigation ,\tedium 
Group Value Alecliwn 

A church of cruciform plan of" hich the nave is probably 14th century, the chancel 15th century and the transepts 
16th/17th century. The church has been much restored, and all the present windows are modern. It did nor prove 
possible to gain access to the interior of this church. but it has bc.:en reported that a number of blocked openings an! 

'1siblc. There would appear to be architectural potential at th1s church fo r funher discoveries. There is the site of 
an associated wt!ll a shon distanct: west of the church . 

CEMETRY 
1\ large ct.: meter) or irregular shapt•. \\ h ich \\aS extended to the.: north-west and south-west in 1879 and again in 1906 
( B C 90 & 11 C <>I). It slnpes •aeeply on the nonh side, where the cemetery is overgrown. and con tains 18th and 19th 
cen tu ry graves. The most modem graves are those furthest to the sou th-west. The cemetery is bounded by mortared stone 
'',Ills. \\ l11ch retain the lm high ulterior le\ els on the east and south. 

CIIURCII 
The churt h con"''L' of J na' e and chance I "1th a \\est bell-cote. nonh and south transepts, and a south porch 

lhe l.Jth n:ntllr} n:n I! t!o the: oldest part or the bu lid in g. dated by the nonh door which has a simple two-centred arch 
;I( '\h1IC \ OU!>SOII !>. 

I he chancel \\ "" probabl~ addc:d in tht: 15th century. 1\ straight joint is visible m the nonh ''all just \H'St of the 
transq11. and one 111 the ~outh wt~ l l further west. suggesting p::lrt of this wa ll was rebuilt when the chancel was added. 
The RC,\IIMW argue con' icing!} for the former pre:-.ence of a chancel arch (RCAHMW I 960, 206). based on the c\ 1dc:nc..: of 
f...necler~ tor J l11ghc:r roof in the nonh :~nd south walls. 

The transc:pts were aJded in the late 15th :1nd early 16th centuucs. The northcm transept inclines to the west and the 
~ou th incllllcs sl ightly to the cast 

I he restor:~uon plans ltf 1839 "how t\\ t' THirTO\\ blod.ed win do\\ s in the south wall of the nave and another at the west end 
or the north wall (B/Mt\PS '60). It did not prove possible to obtain keys to see the interior of this church, but it was 
rc~:ordcu m 197.3 that rhe plask'l had been :.trippcJ off the interior. and that two small blocked windows were visible in 
the east W<tll and n squar c block eel opening visible in the south wall (Snowdon ia National Park 1984. 300). 

I 9 I H C£ 'ITUR Y RESTORATIONS 
I he church w:Js cxtcns1vt:ly restored 18.39, and again in 1879 by Lloyd ofCaernarfon. A new roof using the old trusses 
\\aS builL new \1 indows were in~cned and a south porch was built. 

f-' IITINGS 
1 he octagonal stone font probabl) belongs to the I 5th century. Memorials include a carved stone panelrn the south w:~ll 
of the nave dated 1603 and an 18th century inscribed slate slab ::n the west end of the nave. 

OTHER 
!"he w:Jlls are of local rubble\\ ith modern dressings. Modern slnte roof 

The extenor is pui111ed with good stone definitiOn. 

Dntc Visit.:d: 199-1 5 

I t \ fOF t<Ffi::R~'\ C I" 

:!OS 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANLLYFNI PARISH CIIURCH 

Crossley F H 1944 Scrc:cns & Lofts in Wales Archaeologia Camhrensis l'o/XCI'II/ pp 108 

Glynnc 'iir <; R 1900 Notes on the Older Churches in the Four Welsh Dioceses Archacologio Camlm:n~1s l'n/ X,.,/ pp J 16-317 

llughc> & Nonh 11)2-t n~~ Old Churchcs ofSno•odonia pp 256-261 

RCI\11:'1.1\V 1960<• (aunar.·tmslure l'o/11 Central pp 206 

'ino" don• a National Park 'io~ICI) 1984 Addition;tl notes on the Churche; HuKhes & .\'or1h nu~ Old Church.:s o.fSno~tdmua pp 300 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANNOR PARISH CHURCH 

LLANNOR PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7029 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: Sl-135383725 
DEDICATION: HOLY CROSS 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY· Ll}n ST/\ fU5: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieva l arch itecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Medium 
Aledium 
\!edium 

Survival of fitt ings Aledtum 
Potential for archaeological investigation M11diwn 
Group Value Puor 

I his church has been much restored , hut retains 13th century masonry. which confirms the date provided by its inc lus ion 
in the 1254 Valuation of Norwich. It is essentially a s ingle cel l church with a west tower of l:.lte medieval date. The 
6th century stone is of interest. 

CHIETRY 
fhe overgro\\ none acrl' graveyard is squnnsh with evidence of a curvilinear origin 111 the height dtffcrence of a former 
internal bounJary to the east of the church. It IS surroundcJ by a raised stone wall. which\\ as repaired in 1912 and 
aga111 in I tJ20 (XPC '55'CI ), There is a lych gilt~! which was dcdici:!tcd in [ 930 (XPE/55122). 

Cl llJRCII 
fhl' church con.;r~b of an undi ' ided na' e and chancel. a \\est tower. a south transept and a south porch 

The church has been cons1Jcrabl) rc:.tored, but it is like ly that the nave and chancel are 13th century in origin. This 
date IS derived from the cast window, now modern, but a cop) of the original triple lancet described by Glynne as "a 
tolerable Fir~t Pointed triplet, without mou ldmgs", and presumably not dissimilar to the example which survives at 
L1 .1 ni~styn. No other dating ev idence for this period remains. The windows on the north c; ide are modern. although 
Glynne records one in that wall nt~ar the.: east end. which must have been replaced by the present window, unless ihere is 
a blocked one further east\\ hich cannot be seen. The south window in the chancel was inserted in I 855, but fom1erly IJ) 
furthe r west. and \\ ac; put in its present pOSition in 1905. The south windows in the nave are modem. but are in older 
openings \\hich h.\\e been modified. The pn:~cnt south door is modern. The two-ccntrt>d archway to the tower is nO\\ 
blt)CJ..cd. \ 1 ith ;1 d110r through. 

The west towl.'r "as bui lt 111 the late 15th or c.:arl) 16th centur). ol which only the lower stage is origin al. The west 
doorwa) is app.ut:ntl\ i1 later insertion ( RC 1\ liM W 196-l. 7·1 ). 

I hc.:rc was fonm:rl) a !Iouth ciKlpd. east o t th~: present tran'iept, wh rch was taken tllm n in 1855. It \\ ould appear to have 
hccn late medic\altn date (Giynnc 1900. 317) lhe present transept was built in 1905 

19 rt I CENTURY REI:)TORATIONS 
Compl<:te restoratiOn wa\ undc11aken b) 1-knry Kennedy in 1855 when the BoJvel chapel. to the south of the chancel, was 
pulk-d do,,n, the ch:lllcel \\as shortent::d b) mo\ing the east gable wall to rhe \\est. Tht: second \\indow from the west end of 
the ~outh wall '""' replaced b) the south door and a porch "as added. The on I) north \\ indO\\ was removed when the chancd 
was shortened and three modern wrndows were inserted The wofs were rene\\ cd. The upper part of the tower was rebuilt 
(CRO XPE/55/ 17) 

I urthcr work was undertaken in 1905 when the present south transept was added by H Hughes (XPE/55119). 

rJ rrtNGS 
There is an inscribed stone of 6th cell! til) date in the porch. the Latin inscription of which translates as "(The stone) 
o Frgulinus. son of Locuhtus. He lies here" (Nash-Williams 1950, No. 95). There is an inscribed stone of c. 1600 in 
the porch from the old Bouvel chapel. The modem font has a hollow-moulded octagonal limestone base from the 15th or 
e;.1rly 16th cen!Liry. Memoria ls include two gritstonc slabs in the churchyard with dates of 1671 and I 692 and a s late 
!oi lnb of 1700. 

OTI IER 
The\\ ails are of mughh coursed rubbk '' 11h larger quom stone<;. Modern slate roots. 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANNOR PARISH CHURCH 

The ex terior is pointed; the stones of the tower are completely covered and those of the chancel are barely visible. 
The interior is plasrered. The floor was raised 14 inches during the 1852 restoration. 

A French drain was dug around the church in 1852 with an outfall at the south west comer (XPE/55/17). further drainage 
work was undertaken in 190 I (XPE/55/9). 

Date Vi~itcd: 1994/5 

J.IST OF I{EFER£-"C£5 
Gl) nne SirS R llJOO Nlllcs on the Old~ r Churches in the Four Welsh Dioceses Archaeologia C'ambrensis l'ol.\'1'11 pp 317 

Lunt WE (~d) 1926 7/u: l"uilltJIIO•t oj.Varuldt IJ5.f pp I<JO 

Nash· Williams V E 1950 Tire Early Christian .lfonumenls of H'ales pp 90 

RC!\IIt\1\V l96..J Caemm,·on~lurc l'olllf: West rP 73-7..J 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANRUGPA~SHCHURCH 

LLANRUG PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7033 

PRE I <>74 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH52696308 
DEDIC/\ TION: MICHAEL 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: 1\rfon STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSM ENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigatiOn 
Value of documentary e' idence 

GENERAL 

\tedium 
.\tedium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

/lledilm1 
,\tedium 

Pour 

A medieval church of cruciform plan which has undergone much restoration. and now retains few features of medieval date. 
The 18th century lych gate is of intcn.:st. 

CEMETRY 
1 hi.' O\ ergro\\ n graveyard forms a long rectangle tapering 10 the cast. It is bounded on the nonh by the road and to the 
"est by <1 footpath. A stone "all marl-s the boundary to the west and north and an eanh bank to the south and east. 
fhere are traces of a fonner boundary'' ithin the existing one outlined b) trees and a raist>d bank to the east and south. 
T'hc rendered lych gate tn the nonh west comer of the boundary ''all "as erected in 1714. It is a square building with a 
slate roof and square hc,1ded opcnmgs \\ llh stone lintels and an ong111al roof fwo new gates and railings were fitted in 
I <>02 ( BIF/380). Then: IS a small outbui !ding to the south of the cast end of the nave. 

CIILJRCII 
The church i~ cruciform \\ ith very short t ran~epts . a north porch. and <1 ~outh vestry in the nnglc bct\H:cn the south 
transept and chancel. 

D.tting is difficult because of the thorough restoration work. The only tirm date is given by the arch-braced collar­
beam roof trus~es of the 15th century m thl' nave. chancel and transepts. Those in the transepts have been re-used, and 
the suggestion has been made that the) ''ould ha"e former!} roofed the chancel \\here the crossing IS nm\ situated (RCAIIMW 
1960. 213) The masonr~ of the nave. the walls of which have a distinct batter, is likely to be older than the roof 
trusses. as lllJ) the chancel walls. It b not poc;s1ble to date the transepts, but RCAHMW sugge5t 16th or early 17th 
ccntur) (RCAIIMW 1%0. 213) 

I he nave has a nort h door with simple square head contain ing a frame with elliptica l arch, probably of the 17th century. 
[a\t or the door is a modern I\\ o light windo\\. with a similar window in the o;outh wa ll . A n:ce'>S in the rendering at 
th~: centre ol th.: \\est em g::~blc end ~hows a possible blocked doom il} or" indow. 

l'hl.' east, .. indO\\ of the chancel is Jll(ldcm. In the north wall is a single light'' indo\\ or medieval d:lle but" ith a modern 
he.11.J lhc south wall IS modern. probal:lh built 111 1856 with the 'cstr). 

lh!.! north nnd suuth tran,epts h;l\e modern l\\0 light windows in thl.'ir end walls. 

I hi.! "est bell -cote, with its inscribl'd b!.!ll (If 176 7. was probably nddcd in 1767. 

lJH: north porch appears fairl} modl.!rn, but has a re-used medieva l truss, nnd the former 18th century door of the church 
ts now the outer door of the porch. 

19TH CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
rhe church was repaired in 1793 but no part \\CIS taken dO\\ II (XPE:. 2211 8). The nonh porch was built at the beginning of 
the 19th centlll). 

The church was restOred by Henl")' Kennedy in 1856, when the ca~t w1ndow was replaced, together with the windows in both 
transepts and the windo\\S in the north and south walls of the nave. l'hc south wall of the chancel wus removed when thL' 
modem vestry was built. 

Three stamcd glass windows were lllSencd in 1902 (8/F/380) t'\t this date also the old church door was fixed to the 
porch 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON L LANRUG PARISH CliURCH 

A modem skylight has been inserted in the north roof. 

FITTINGS 
There are three internal memorials dating from I 729 to 1781. The doors, pulptt and reading desk were installed in 1902 
(NLW B!Ft380). 

OTHER 
The ex tenor is fully rendered. '' llh modern dressings. The interior is plac;tcreJ . 

There art: sumps at the north east and south east comers of the chancel. A drc11ncovcr, with a pipe showing 0.7m down, at 
the south west comer of the nave probably follows the west gable to the gate. 

Date Visited: 199415 

LIST OF REFEIU::'iCI::S 
C Iarke ,vii 196 1 h Church fJui lcJing & l'hurch Rcs torati011 in Cacrnarvonshire Ouring th.: 19th Cclltlll") tronsaciiOIIS of Caettiiii'\'OIIsltire Hislorical Som•11 l'ul '!; I' 

()lynne SirS R IIJOll Nutcs on the Older Churches in the Four Welsh Dioceses . lrclweolo/(lo CamhrVIISIS l'ol XI 'II pp 31 S 

llughcs & North 1 92~ Tht• (}/,/ Church<!s ofSno1tdOII/r1 pp 210-211 

RC ;\IIMV.. llJ60a ( O<'fll,fl"'·on,Jur<' I of// Crnlra/ Pi' 212-~ 13 
C.,nC>\\<hlllia Natinn,tl Pari. '-t•crct\ 11>!\·l t\dtllliolfal nNe~ on the Churches I lur<h,•s & \ 'r•rth • fire Old ( 'lwrclrel td \"mmdoma pp ~q7 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: CAERNARFON LLANWNDA PARISH CHURCH 

LLANWNDA PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7039 

PRE I 974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: SH47595868 
DEDICATION: GWYNDAF 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Med ieval architecture 
Potential for arch itectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

FeiJ' poor 
Pvor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Medium 
Medium 
r 'el:v flO/ lr 

The site of a medieval church, which was taken down in 1848 when the new church was built The memorials in the new 
church are of interest. 

CEMETERY 
A long cemetery. which hJs been extended to the north-wcsL The boundary around the southern end, where the church is 
siruated. is cu rvilinear. but the extension is stra ight siJed . Bounded by a road and houses on the sou th. sou th-west 
un<.l east sides. but open fields on the north. 

:VIEDIEVAL CHURCH 
This church was taken down in \8-18 when the new church was bu ilt. Its location within the cemetery is not known . 

A description of the old church is given by G lynne ( \900. 3 18). where ir is described as a "small, rude cruciform 
church , with a turret con taining two bells. The transepts havo.: square-headed perpendicular windows, one of good 
character, with label and corbel heads. There is a large excrescence on the north side. used as a school, and a rude 
"ooden porch. The east window has three other lancets, but it is not clear whether they are originaL There are rude 
poi nted arches opening frorn the nave 1'0 the transepts, but no division of chancel. Above the east end of the chancel 
the roof is boilrdcd. The imerior is vay gloomy. and the fititngs of the rudest kind." 

The east window. if it was<~ triple lancet of I 3th cenwry dare, sounds interesting. 

MODbRN CHURCI I 
The church was bu li t in I X-IR b~ George !\ lexandcr in the Norman style. The interior of this church was not seen. 

FITTINGS 
Acces!> was not guincJ to the: intt:rior of' this church. Fitt ings recorded by the RCAIIMW ( 1960. 2 19) included fragments of 
iln altar tomb d;llc<.l 1612: an 18th ur 19th century chest: a pnir of col lecting shovels dJted i 772; an early 18th century 
communion table. Sixteen memorials of 17th and 18th century Jate are described. Two bells in the western bell-cote are 
sa id to be inscribed I 724 . 

Date Visited: I CJC}..J /5 

I tST OF REFf.HEM' ES 
CJJJI.c ~ t L t <)() t b Chur~h i:iuittlin~ & Church Rcstormiun in CacmnrvoJhhir~ During Lhl: t 9th Centw) !'ra!ISIICiiolls r1f Coem a n •onsltire I /tsruncol \ociL'I) t ·, 1 '2 

Glj nne: SirS R 1900 Notes tlfl tilt: ()fun Churchc> in the Four \Vdsh Dioceses :lrchoeologw C'a111brcnsJs rut XI 'II pp 3 t S 

Hughes & North 19:!.J Tltt: Old Clturcltes ofSno\fdoma pr l:>0-::!5::! 
P~tmcr AN I S86 The Poni0nnry Churches oJ' Mcuiev31 Nonh Wales , trchaeologia Camlmmsis l'ollll pp 191-192 

RC" AIIMW I 960:. Cw:rnanollsl,irc l'ol II · Ccntml pp 219-220 

<.nc"ldonia National Park SL>CiCt\ I'>S-1 Atldiliollalnntcs vn thc Churches fl,ghcs & .'l'ol'lh - The Old Churches of Snowdonia Pfl JOO 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON LLANYSTUMDWY PARISH CHURCH 

LLANYSTUMDWY PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7043 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon 
JOHN 
Bangor 

NGR: SH47403859 
DEDICATION: 
DIOCESE: RURAL DEANERY: Eifionydd STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Su rvival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Vet)' poor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival offittings 
Potential for archaeolog ical investigation 
Group Value 

This church was rebui lt in Gothic style in the 19th century, but it may retain some medieval stonework in the 
foundat ions. 

CEMETRY 
The well kept graveyard is surrounded by by o stone wal l. The interior is raised, particularly where it is bounded by 
roads on the north and west. There are traces of a fanner boundary where there is o slight rise in height close to the 
church. The graveyard has been extended on the east side and north s ides in relatively modern times. There is a lych­
gate at th~.: western entrance 10 the churchyard. 

CHURCH 

Very pour 
Poor 
Medium 

!"he medieval church ''as completely rebuilt by Kennedy in I S62 (Clarke 196 I. 25). No description of the medieval church 
has been round. The masonry at the !>Ou th-west corner of the nave is uneven, and indicates earlier work. 

The new church is cruciform in shape, with a mixture of window styles inc luding square headed in the nor1h and south 
walls. three pointed windows in the west wall and a window of three c inquefoil lights with curvlinear cusped tracery in 
:1 pointed arch :lt the cast end. The wa ll!. are of snecked rubble with modern dreso;ings. Modern slate roof 

Nn fittings rcn1.1in from the earlier church. 

Date Visited: I 99-1 5 

[IS f" OF IU.FEHI·:'>O:-. 
(IJrke \ l I I 'I( II h ( "hurth lluildtll~ & Chur..:h ~ ~~-wr::ll i on in ( OCriHI[\'OII~Imc During I he 19th c~llhl f) Trt/1/.\(/<"f/fii/X of CuN//<Ir\"{1/IShir~ I {lsroncnl Soctcf\ j "u/ JJ •' 

RC-\1 1\f\\' 1'1110,, l·,, .,,,l'"'"''~~~"<' I oil! ( "entrul rr 23~ 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: CAERNARFON PENLLECH PARISH CHURCH 

PENLLECH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7052 

PRE 197~ COUNTY: Caemarfon NG R: SH219934~0 
DEDICATION: MARY 
DIOCESE· Bangor RURAL DEANERY. Ll}n STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATI~GS 
Survival of ~h!dieval arcl11tcctun.: 
Potential for architectural inve~tigation 
Value of document<try evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Aledium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings ,\/edi11111 

Potential for archaeological investigation /lledwm 
Group Value Pvor 

A church of continuous nave and chancel, which was largely rebui lt in 1841. The:: church was mentioned in the Valuation 
of Norwich or 125-1 ( Lunt W E 1926, 190), and the blod.ed "' indows at th~ cast end of the north and south walls may be of 
tbis dnte. rhc C:lriy 19th century internal fittings are of note. 

CE1\1CTERY 
I he ~.:cmctcf) form~ a rectangle extending co a quaner of an acre with the south eac;t corn~r cut off. It is well kept 
\\ 1th evidence ol occassJon:~l recent buri:~ls. An adjoining. farmyard has encroached to the north. The north cast corner is 
cur"cd wtth a culling dO\\ n to the ea5t gate. Another entrance to the south cast has been closed. The graveyard is 
houndl·d b~ a stonl' \\all The interior is raised by 1.5m in the nonh and 0.5rn elsewhere. There are no traces of 
earh~or bounJarn:' or e\tcnstons 

CIIURCH 
A church ofcontmuo11s II;)\ I? und chancel \\lth bell-cote. all oh,hich was much rebuilt tn 1840 RCAHtviW suggc::st the 
mcd1cval chanct:l \\'"'built later th:lll the nave. but although this is very probable. the ev1dence based on the remaining 
med iev:~l m:l~onr) IS siH.:ht. 

Thcrc arc tlm~c biClcked l.lllcet ''indO I\~. one at the east end of the north wall, anJ one either side the present east 
11 1ndo\1 in the south wall. Only u s111gle jamb and the sill arc clearly visible of each of the windows. and their 
itkntllicat Joll n~ bnccb I\ not certain though probable (RCA HMW 1965. 85). 

t\11 the rn.:scnt 1\' lndm, ... a1c mod~:rn and poinkd with Y tracery in wooden l'rnrncs: the cast winJow i5 in a meral frame. 
·1 he north dnur i~ mu,ll'rn 11 ith pla in j;unbs and segmental arch with stone vous~oirs. 

fht• lower p.m~ t>l the rwrth anu south wnll~ rna; be medieval, but the upper parts have all bt:cn rebuilt: the old rougher 
111asonr~ i<. clc.trh 1 !Sible arnong.~ t tht: nc11cr. The east \\all app!.!ars to be ofor igm<~l build, but the west wall has been 
rcbui lt 

fiTTI'NG&.., 
rhc font. a plain C) lindncJI blH\ I. I~ probJbl~ medieval. A stone C) Iinder alongside the font J113} be pan of the 
origmal b:hl', l'hc furniture olben~oh.:s ''ith three box pcl\'i IS e:trl) 19th cenlllf) 

OTIIER 
fhe \\ all'i are of local ruhble ".1odcm slate rout'. 

The exterior IS potntcd \I 1th good stone definition. although II) in the middle of the south wallrs becoming a problem. 
The imerior 1s plastered 

The floor has been lo,~crcd 0 5m from the ground level to the south rmd 0.3m from the ground level to the north. 

There arc stone flags under the nave pews, timber boards under the chancel pews and tile-; in the aisle 
Tht:rc is no evidence or :~ny drainage system. 

Date Visited: I qq~ ':' 

LJS1 OF f{ LFI::RE.''C ~-.,.., 

Lum W C (cd) 192(• lin· 1,,/uolloll vf \un11dl 1.'5./ pp l 1l0 

RC,\H,\1\\' t<>t>-1 Cuananilll.!lurl' I <•Ill/ llut pp M:i·St• 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON PENLLECH PARISH CHURCH 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON PENMORFA PARISH CHURCH 

PENMORFA PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7055 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NG R: SH5412402S 
DEDICATION: BEUNO 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Medicvnl architecture 
Potential for architectural invest igation 
Value of documcmary evidence 

GCNERAL 

RLRAL DEANERY: Eifionydd ST A TCS: Redundant 

Medium 
Aledium 
A!edium 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeologica l investigation 
Group Value 

A small church of cont inuous chancel and nave of medieval date. of which the chance l is later than the nave. Much 
restored. so it is now uifficult to date, with mostly modem wi11dows. The three-light east window is intriguing but of 
unknown date. The medieval glass in the wec;t window is of note. Structural r~:pairs should be monitored so that new 
information can aiJ tntcrprctation of the structure. 

CEMETER'l 
fhe well kept grave~ .trd s lopes f'rom the north to south. A mound tn the north west continues outstde the western 
boundary. The ground falls away steep ly on the south side to the roatl and stream. This section has a. probably 
natural. curvt: with a vau lt dug into the bank about 5m above the level of the road. The graveyard is bounded by a stone 
"all and is raised 0 6mto the cast and 2-Sm above the road to the south. There arc traces of a former boundary where 
the graveyard "a~ e' ended to the north tn 18Q6. There is abo a very recent extension to the ''est. The graveyard ha~ 
been encroached by ·• house ro the north cast Entrances arc found ro the east and north of the church" ith a 19th 
ccntlll) rebuild oL11 ,'.trller lych gate /1. tablet set in the south wall of the lych gate bears the dare 16Q8 and the 
door rurnirure ma~ h I rom tht: originul gntt.:way of this date lhc path has been lowered about 0.3m near the church. 

CI IURCII 
l'hc church cun'>i!.t~ 111 a continuous nave and chancel with a north vest')' and a south porch. 

\!though undi' ide. 
~cpJrating the tW<l 

"as formerly in th 
~till rcm.tino; tn thl 

t: na' e. '' hich has an mrernal brmer pre-dates the chancel." hich does not. A straight joint 
1 ts ts vi!>iblc on the north side of the church. The dating evidence is best given by glass'' hich 
.,t "tntlow. and has been dated to the pcriotl 1600-1 6 10 (BrecLe 1905. 147-52): some of this glass 
, , wmtlow. The chnncd was possibly bui lt at that time. and the nnve at ::.t n c:~ rli cr period. 

"fl!ditllll 
A/ed111m 
?oar 

I hi.'" est\\ alloltl•~ IIJVc contains a small round-headed" in dow of unkno\\ n date (possibly 16th century?) set within tll1. 
hlockmg of a doo!'\' <•~ "tth s~:gmentJI .1rch -this is visible from the inside only. as the exterior is rendered. fhe 
duorwa~ nppear' c\l.~n later in dati! from appearance. so perhaps th.: west\\ indo'" is 19th cemur~. The" indow contains 
fragmen ts of 16th century glnss (Breese I CJ05. 1-l7-152). The rectangular window above probably provided light fo r an 18th 
ccntuf) gallcr:-. The south tloorwa) has a rounded head and is probably of 16th ccnrury date (although RCAHMW say late 
15th centu ry). There arc two modern windows with wood frames in the south wall , be low the easterly one of which can be 
'1.!1.!11 two straigh t joints which fom1 the Jillnbs of a very narrow blocked door. In the north wall is a modem window nnd n 
~unplc twrro\\ door through to the vestr) A vestr) is recorded in a terrier of 180 I. :.1.1 the door and vestry are assumed 
tu bt! 18th centul") (RCAHtvl\\ 1960. 66-7). The roofs an.• modem 

T'ltc east window ol the chancel is of three round headed lights of equal size with chamfered jambs. The sill has been 
raic;cd These winuows wou ld usually bl.' considered as 16th century in dare. but RCAHMW argue reasonably convinc.:ingly 
that they could be 14th century and were originally in the former east wall of the now nave, thereby dating the nave to 
the 14th centul")'. This theory is difficult to prove or dis-prove. and must simply remain as a possibility until more 
C\-idcnce comes to light. There is a modern'' indow in the nonh wall and in the sout h wall of the chancel. 

In the lower course~ of the e~terior north and south walls are long stones with a number of shallow bored holes of 
unknown purpose. 

Abovl! the western gnblt: end is a large rendered bell-cote with an open arch and a single bell which is surmounted by a 
cross made of 16th ccntul) mullions. 

The vest!"). of 18th ccntul") date. has a sunplc door. and fireplace wnh chimne~. 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: CAERNARFON PENMORFA PARISH CHURCH 

19TH CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
Extensive restoration was undertal-..en in 1899 by John Douglas, when modern windows were insened in both north and south 
walls, the south wall was partially rebuilt and the roof was replaced. Douglas had recently completed work for R M 
Greaves at his house "The Wern", ami was then asked by Greaves to carry out the work to the church (llubbard 1991, 271 ). 

FITTINGS 
An alabaster memorial on theE wall of the chancel to Sir John Owen. Clenenny, dared 1666. l'wo 17th century chairs. A 
brass ami copper crozier mounted on a modern pole in the chancel is said to have belonged to Bishop Humphrey l-lumphre)'S 
of Bangor, 1689-170 I. 

0 fliER 
The walls are of local rubble with dressings of grits tone. The roofs are of modem slate. 

fhc c11.tcrior of\,t.:Stern gable end is rendered. The remainder of the exteriur is pointed with reasonable stone 
dctini tion , but'' ith some ivy on the nor1h-east or the chancel. 

Dntc Visited: I9C)..ff5 

Ll'i I OF IU FFR£,('1::~ 
llr~csc l I 1•>0~ OIJ \tJ1ncJ (JI.JS> 10 St lkuno·, Church. Pwmon a lnh,z,·olugw C ambrensu l'o/1' pp 147-15~ 

llarl..c \1 l 1961!1 Church llu1IJmg ,\Church Rc,turatnullll C.J~m:mon,lur~ Dunn~ the 19th Century Trausoclmm uj(.m•mon-onslun: Hmortml So ·rrll I "'~: I' 

I luhb.trd l 1119 I '/II, II or~ 0' Jolin /)1)11~1<11 p(l :"I 

I Cl\l'i \I 1117(1 \'huu,·,/ (j/,IS5 Ill \orth lfai.-.1 pp!<7 

l'cnrl.llll I I <ICII • I I uur ill II oft., I"/// Jl(l l'lh-197 

f(C•\II\1\\ l'l!•ll.t ( ';zl'm,mo/1.\/w~ J'u/1/ Ct •llr<ll pp (\(t-117 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON PENTIR PARISH CHURCH 

PENTIR PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7060 

PRE 1974 COUNTY. 
DEDICA TlON: 

Caernarfon 
CEDOL 
Bangor 

NGR: SH57156709 

DIOCESE RURAL DEANERY: Arfon STA fUS: Regular u'~ 

ASSESSMENT RAT INGS 
Survival of MedievCJ I architecture 
Potential for archttectural invest igatiOn 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Poor 

\tedium 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Aledrum 

Good 
,\Jedium 

The site of a tnL'dieval church which was pul led down in the mid 19th century when the ~.:xisting church was built south of 
the earltcr one. The archaeo logical potential of the t:arlier chu rch is ofinteresl. 

CEMETERY 
l'hc graveyard 1s boundctl b) a road to the" est and surrounded by a stone wall. It is raised 0.5m to the north and \vc::st 

sides. The c;i tc of till' old church is to the nonh of the presem building. A lov. wall 9m long runn ing no11h to south is 
said to be on tht: stte of the cast \\all of the old church. Graves \\ hich pre-date the church are found to the west of 
thi:, \\all suggesting they formed the lloor of the Sanctual) (Hughes and North 1924, 205). There are traces of a former 
boundar) "hen.• a raised bank. 0 5m-1 m high. runs to the east of the stretch of old wall with a curve at the north east 
corner Burials outside are post 1846. The south boundar} can be seen as a higher slate rcvctted area 10 the west. and 
tn ltne '' ith, the nonh \\all of the church The graveyard has been encroached on the north side by a chapel. The 
entrance to the ~rave~ard '"to the:: :.outh of the ''estern side 

MEDIEVAL CIIURCII 
No descriptton of the mc::da~val church ha~ been found. It'' as mentioned in 15~ I. and in 1694 a new chapel was built. 
'' hcthcr cnurcly replnclllg the olc..l or a .. an aJdnion is not 1-.nm\ n ( I ht!! ht!'> anct North 1924. 204-6). The church \\as 
demoltshed in 18·17 

MODERN CHURCII 
Thc present church \\ :1" bui It to .1 de~tg.n b; Kennedy in Dccormed style in llP7 -8 (CI:lrkL' 1961. 25 ). It consists of a 
nav\.! and smaller tham:c l wtth ~~south porch at the western end of the nave and a <;Oi tth vestry at the western end of the 
chancel. Thcr~· 1~ a t.tll hdi-C<\tc :tbovc the \\ l!Stcm gab le ~.:nd with t\\'n 17th • l'ith century be ll<>. 

fl I'TINGS 
rittmgs from the old church Jllcludc the o:~l.. communion table dateu 1702 and ten cng.ravl.!d brass plates, set on the 1\'tndo'' 
:-ills t•fthc north "ide olthc n.tve, dutcu 1664 w 174~ . 

OTHJ·R 
Tl1l' \\ails are of' rough I\ Cllltr~ed rubble" llh modern dressings. ;>.1odcrn sl,ne roots 

The c:\lcrtur olthl.' church 1., potnll'd "tth good stone definnion The mter111r plastercJ 

Date V t~tteJ. I Qll~ 5 

!IS r OJ' RLH IH' ,CU, 
Cl.•r~c /\I t t Qt. I h Church lltnllllllg ,\; Churdl RcslNat•on in Cacrnal'\ unshin: Duri11g. the I 9th (entul') I rcm.\c/CIIII/1\ o/ Ca.:mar .. on.•lurt! Hisroncal S~J<'It'l\ /'of -'-' p 

llughes & North t'J~.I "'' Oil Clwrthl·s •4.\nmnlowa pp 20-t-206 

l.e11 I> S IIUJ lc•pographrad Dic/WJU/f) uf II ales fl.\N 

!{( J\1 11\IW I 'I(.Oa Caeman'lliiS!~tre I nl fl ('~nlnd pp 2~2-243 

Sn1111 dnni:t N:tllon:tl 1'.1rk ~r>CICII t <lS 1 ,\dclitit>nal note~ t>ll the ChurdlC'i I fr~ghl'-' .~ ,\'orth Tlr£• (}/,/ ('hun hes of SnoH·dnma pp 2116 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES! CAERNARFON PISTYLL PARlSH CHURCH 

PlSTYLL PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7062 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfcm NGR: Sl 131824232 
DEDICATION: BEUNO 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Medieva l architectu re 
Potential for architectura l investigation 
Value of documentary ev idence 

GENERAL 

A!edium 

Medium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeo logical in vestigation 
Group Value 

A pleasantly situated smnll church of continuous nave and chancel. It is probably of 12th century origin, but it has 
been much restored. l lowevcr. rhere is b01h architectural and archaeological potential provided by the early date and 
lack of subsequent development. The 12th century font is of interest, and so is rhe late medieval roof. The church is 
listed in the Valuation ofNol\vich (Lunt W E 1926, 190). 

CE METERY 
The we ll kept graveyard is rectilinear and and slopes down from east to west. There is a sharp drop to the stream on 
the west. The cemetery is bounded by a stanc wall. There arc traces of a former internal boundary in a raised area to 
the sou th ''here the gra\ eyurd was e:\tended in 1896. The entrance to the graveyard is to the south east with a concrete 
path ro the church . 

CHURCH 
rhc church is ,1 smalllu11 bui ld ing w ith a con tinuous nave and chance l. The earliest western part of the church could 
date to the 12th century with an extension to the east In the 15th century. as noted by sl ight changes In the masonry. 
and the presence or a bou lder plinth around the west half of the church but not the east. The church has been much 
n:ston:d. a lthough the medieval church is unlikely to have consisted of more than a south door and east window. 

The west dour has a follr·cemred arch of sttme voussoirs, of probable 15th century date. There are rwo modern heavy 
buttresses either side the west door. There is only one small window in the north wall which may also be of 15th 
eenrury date . J\ sim ilar one in the sotllh wall is now blocked. and there is a larger modern window alongside it. The 

1\ fedi11111 

Medium 
Poor 

south doorway has been blocked and now con wins a two-light window. The cast window of two simple rectangular lights is 
;1 lsu modt.:rn. The roof has bctn restored. but retains five arch-braced co llar-be:Jm trusses of late medieva l d~tte. Also 
rewined arc the original purlins and rafters and panelling between the wall plate and lower purlin . 

The uppn r;u·t of tlu: rll>rth wall ha" been rebuilt. There is a serious crack close to the western gable end. 

1\ bench amuntlthe inside of the chance l wall is at the he ight ofihe origina l sanctuary. 

J"hL: t,tllmoJern bdl-ccHc ubove the wesrern gable end has a small open arch with a single bel l dated 1735. 

I q fll CENTURY RESTORA I"! ON 
The modern windows in the south wall haJ already been inserted when G lynne visited the church In 1850 (Giynne SirS R 
1900,3 19-3 :20) so restoration must have taken pbce be fore this date. 

FiTTINGS 
fhe circulnr carved gritswne font with cha in decoration probably dates to the 12th century. 

OTHER 
The walls me of local rubble. Modern s late roof. 

Tht c.,terior and interior clcvations arc pointed with good stone definition . The stone flagged floor has been lowered 
with the thresho ld for the south door being 0.3m above the present lloor level. 

There is a drainage chJnnel 0.6m \vide and 0.3-0.6m deep at the west end of the building. 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON PJSTYLL PARISH CHURCH 

u-;·1 OF I~EFEHE:\CES 
ul) nn.: <.,,r s R IIJCJO Noll!> on tllc Olt.kr Churches in the Four Welsh DIOC<:5e~ ' lrcluu:ologia Cambrensis J ol \Ill pp 319-320 

I unt W l (cd) IQ26 n1c l'alrwt~tmnf\onqcfl 115./ pp 190 

RC' \11.\1\\ 196.J Caemancmsl11rt: I villi Jl ,·st pp 89-90 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: CAERNARFON TREFL YS PARISH CHURCH 

TREFLYS PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7073 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caernarfon NGR: SH534~J785 
DEDICATION· MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Eifionydd STATUS: Regul;~r use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Surviva l of Medieval architecture 
Potent ial for architectural investtgation 
Valuo.:: of documemary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Jlledium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological in vestigation 
Group Value 

1\ small church of nave with later chancel . much restored in the l:lte I Qth century but of probable 14th century date. 
fhc 6th century inscribed stone is of note, and its presence;: en hances the archnt!o logica t potential ol the si te. 

CCMETERY 
lkctangular '' ith ~:.hurc.h at e<~st end. The princ1paJ entrance" as possibl~ once from the south. although now it is from 
tlw road to the" est,'' here a new carpar"- has bct•n made. The cemetery has also extended into the field in the north in 
rt:c~o:nt times. The 1ntcnor of the cemetery ts raised above the :.urrounding. area on the east side. 

CI IURCH 
\ nave \\ ith later chancel 

I he na' e 1~ the carhe!.t part. but unfortunatd~ the only dating. evrdence is prO\ tded by rhe ''est door of two-centred 
:1rch of thm \OU'\SOtr~ . of probablt: 14th cL'Illury date. The "est hell-cote is also probably of this date; it has a 
proJecting plinth m the base of the bell openning. The coping stones or the roof rest on long kneclers. 

llllu~hes described the chu rch in 1906 ( llughc~ 1906. 3 11· 1·-1). after its restoration of 1888-9. He records rhar rrior tn 
rc~toratJon tho.:: church consisted of n nave and chancel separated by an arch. which. although semi-circular. could have 
been of nn~ dat~.:. anJ the small chancel be) ond was thought not to hm e been old fhe roof was of simple collar-beam 
trll!>~l:S 

19thlENTURY Rl C...IORATIO:--: 
In 1888-9 the pr~.:<>cnt chance l was buil t onto the ll<l\C: stro~ tg.ht jl)ints are vrsibh.: in the nonh and south wa ll c; All 
the\\ indm1s J.rtc !rom then. as Joe.., th~.: prcs~.:nt roof 

J'ITTI\:(JS 
I he font i.., a c;mall rortnJ hen \ I of medic\"' Jatc l"he hell ''dated 17-U. An inscnbed stone '' ith a C. hi-rho monogram 
.1nd the inscriptton "'lac t i!IU~ iili min !:wit" . uf6th Cl'ntury d<Jtc, dug up in the chun.:h)ard in 190~ 

PI IWR 
I he \\till~ are vf local rubble 11 ith modern drc~~lftg~ . 

fhc C\tenor 1-. poimed '' ith pour stone Jdinruon. The intcnor i'> pomted and'' httcl\ashed. 

"1 hcre is a dram at tht: \\C~t end. and sump~ :lithe NE and SE comer~ . 

Date Visited: 191J415 

lt" f OF IU.FFIU:'\(TS 
llu!!h~s II 19U6h frdh ' t hurdtla~m:lr.unshirc lrd/ileolo)!W ( mnl>r<!ll ltl J"o/ \} pp 311-314 

"'a,h·Williams \'I· 1•1511 flc,• l.<~rll Clmwan \ft~twmt!IIIS ofii.Jh•s I'll 9 3 

Rt , \II~ 1\\ t !)(itl~ l tlt'rttcrn·cmslur,• I rd II Ct•ntml pp ::!-16·2-1":' 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES; CAERNARFON TUDWEILIOG PARJSH CHURCH 

TUDWEILIOG PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7077 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Caemarfon NGR: Sl-:123823677 
DEDICATION: CWYFAN 
DIOCESE.: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Llyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Med ieval architecture 
Potential for Jrch itectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GLNER/\l. 

Poor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

1\ site dating back at least to the 13th century. us the church is listed in lhc Valuation of Norwich of 1254, but which 
contains a modern church buill in 1849. No remains of the earlier church are visible, though some fittings survive in 
tlu: present church. 

CEMETER \' 
!\ predom inantl) rt:ct<Jng.ular cemetery, although the north side curves, and the continuation of this curve round the east 
"ick of the church can be seen as a raised bank e. The north wall is of different character. and is older than the west 
\\,dl. There is a lane bounding the \\'CSt side. and a road on the south. The main entrance is on the south, with 
bloch.cd entrances on the south and north t>nds of the west wa ll. fhe interior is raised by 1.5 - 2.0 m above the outer 
~round Incl. 

\IEDfEV AL CHLIRl' ll 

Medium 
Medium 
Pnor 

The medieval church. rulled dO\\ n in 1849. was probably of continuous nave and chancel with a south transept (RCAHM W 
1%5. l 07) Nu plans appear to h::lVe Slrrvivcd of this church. The med ieva l church is assumed (because of lack of space) 
to trnderlk the later church . 

~10Df:.RN CIIURCII 
I he present church \\a~ built by George Gilbert Scoll in 1849; it consists of nave. chancel and south porch. The windows 
are of earl) l'nglish sty It: ( plille tracery). with the exception of the east window wh ich is three light decorated. 

FIITINCiS 
It Jid nllt Jli.O\' ~,; ro~~1bie tLl g.ain nccess to the interior of the church: the following fitt ings have been described by 
the RCt\ II !'vi \V (I%:'. 106- 7): hl·nrh insc:ribt·d I 70Q. two chests of \are l Sth century date, communion table inscribed 1713 

OHlER 
I h~· wall~ .1rc 1tl d:11 1.. ::.n,_·cked rubble with light cok>urcd quoins and dressings. Modern s late rnofs 

I.IST OF IU:I·E Hr--:< E~ 
l 'l:lrl..c \l I I "6 J h l hlllcll [luiluing $:. Church l{c~tontuon in Cal·rnal' 11nshin: t )uring the I 9dt C.:rnu~ 7i·,uwt< t/11/J.\ o(Caemanollshit<! I !tstrmcal S"clct\' r,,, ]]. f' 

ltllll \\' L (l·ll) I'(~IJ /he l'alllollufll)_{ \ iJr\l'lt:h 1:!5-1 pp 19(1 

Rt \llf\1\V 1% ·1 c 'm ' lllli/TIIIIS!IIr<' J (1//// JJ'(•f/ rJ1I llb·I07 
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