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Welsh Historic Churches Project 

Gwynetl tl Gazetteer: Meirionnydd 

Introduction 

This church survey was c:mied out during 1993-5 as part of a Cadw funded project wh ich looked at all 
the pre-19'11 century Welsh churches in the ownership of the Church m Wales. An introductory report 
has been \Hinen which summarises the information within the gazeneer. 

The gazetteer is fairly self explanatory: it is divided primarily into four geographic areas, Anglesey, 
Caernarfon, Conwy Valley and Mcirionnydd, and within each area the churches are listed 
alphabetically. Each area is separately bound. 

Each entry contains basic information e.g. its grid reference and dedicat ion, and also its primary 
reference number (PRN) through wh ich it can be identified within the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 
Sires anJ Monuments Record. 

Assessment ratings arc given for six criteria. These ratings are not absolute, but are relative to the 
other churches within the project. Further study could well give rise to the need to change many of the 
ratings, which have been made in the light of a single field visit and present academic knowledge. 

rhc text description IS designed to give an adequate architectural description and h1story, and to 
highlight areas ofpan icular im portance. 

fhe list of references folio'' ing each entl) are those wh1c.h have been consulted, but they are not 
nccessari ly complete 

Andrew Davidson 
u\\} nell <.I Archaeolog1cat Trust 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYOD DOLGELLAU PARISH CHURCH 

DOLGELLAU PARISH C HURC H PRN: 6928 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH727517X'i 
DEDICATION: MARY 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumaner STATUS: Regular us•. 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval arch itecture 
Potentia l for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

Poor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

. \ /,•dwm 
!1/edium 

f'onr ] 

L-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GENERAL 
/\n impressive church built in 1716 in largely class ical style, replacing an earlier church of which there is now no 
sign. Features of note include the I 4th cenlllry effigy of Meurig ab Ynyr Fychan; the Georgian church with its tower and 
apsidal chancel and internal wooden columns, of which there are very few examples in Gwynedd; and some interesting 
modern stained glass, some by Cla}'ton and Bell. References include RCA HM W ( 1921, 24 ); Gresham (I 968, 190-192) and Hcrnp 
(1949, 315). 

CEMETERY 
I he churchyard is irregular in form with a curved stone-walled boundary on the west side. The churchyard is raised l-
l 5 m above the roads on the west and south-east side. In 1793 the churchyard was extended by I 0 roods (2.5 acres) on 
the north-west side (N L W B/C/29). It has been severely encroached by build ings and pro perry walls on the south, east 
and north sides. Tite churchyard contains n large col lection of l 7th and 18th century gravestones and is entered through 
entrances at the ::.outh-east and west sides. There is a window mullion set on the west wall of the churchyard wall to 
the south of the west entrance 

MEDIEVAL CHURCII 
fhcre is no visib le t.:vidcnce of the medi<::vul church, and ne tther has any description of the former church been found. 
The effigy ofthc knight Meurig ab Ynyr Fychan ofc.l345 from the medieval church has been re-set within the present 
church. There is a re-used chamfer.:-d mullion on the west churchyard wall which probably comes from the earlier 
~tructun:. 

MODERN CIIURU I 
f'he present church was built in 1716. It consists of a nave <~nd apsidal chancel, north and south aisles and a western 
wwcr. The\\ indo\\ san: lar1;c and round lu:aJeJ. The nave is tli\1 ided from the aisles by arcades of wooden beams The 
church ''as restored in I 874 

Fl rTINGS 
!'he effigy of the knight Meurig ab Ynyr Fychan ofc.JJ45 from the medieval church has bct>n re-set within the present 
church. There is an as::.ortment of Victorian glass, including some by Clayton and Bell. The seating dates from the 
restoration of 18li4 

OiliER 
£3uilt of n1bble masonry with squared stone voussoirs to windows and doors. 

I he external walls are pointed with good stone definition. fhe interior is plastered. 

The aisles of the church are floored with tiles and there is timber boarding beneath the pews. 

Date Visitcd: !994/5 

I.ISf Of REH .. IU.'\CES 
(j rc~ham C A 11168 ,lll'dt~I'!.J! Stt>tll' (.'ar.,.mg in ,\'ortlt Wnlcs pp I 90- 1 <)2 

ltc111p W J I !149 D\1lgclk) Churcl1 ,/rd>ueologw Cmnhrl!nris l'ol C pp) I ~ 

I C\\ is S I 1!33 /'opogruplucal Drcnonan of Wales DOt 

I Un! WE (ctl) 1<>:!6 fill' laluat•on of.\nru•clt/!5./ pp 191> 

RC AI 1!1.1\\ I <l:! I \f,·rt!lncth lnwniiJn rr 24 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: M EIRIONNYDD FFESTTNIOG PARJSH CHURCH 

FFESTINIOG PARISH CH URCH 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth 
DEDICATION· MICHAEL 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival ofMedieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigat ion 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY. Ardudwy 

.Vane 
None 

l'e'J' poor 

PRN: 6933 

NGR: SH69944190 

STATUS: Regular use 

Survival of fittings No11e 
Potential for archaeological investigation il/1 /itlllt 
GroupValue A/Jiw 

fhe medieval church was replaced in 1843-5 by one designed by llenry Kennedy to the west of the earlier church (RCAHM\V 
1921. 32). 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard was rectangular in fonn but is now irregular tlue to the extension of the churchyard and has a stOne­
walled boundary. The churchyard is raised 1-1.5 m on the south side, I m on the east side and 0.5 m on the west side. 
The north side of the churchyard has been encroached by buildings. A linear wall bounds the road on the eastern side 
and the churchyard was extended on the west side in 1843-4, with land donated by Lord Newborough when the new church \\as 
buill (GAS Z/PE/1/20). The Fonner linear west boundary cannot be traced within the churchyard other than a general 
dating of the gravestones to the east of the present chu rch. The original churchyard was used for burial unti l 
recently. A recent extension has been made on the north-west side. The main entrance to the churchyard is at the east 
.md then! is a further entrance to the west. There is a lane on the south side and the east side of the churchyard 
faces the square. The medieval church lay" ithin the eastern area of churchyard and its location can be detennined by 
the area occupied by po~t 1844 gravestones, covering an area measuring I 6m in length and 12m wide. Old gravestones have 
been used to cap the south wal l. 

MEDIEVAL CHURCH 
The date and plan of the medieval church, Jemolished in 1843 (GAS Z/PE/1120), is not known~ its location is described 
above. Within the vestry minutes there is a sketch plan of the west end of the church showing the seating of the west 
gallery and a south window in 1829 (GAS 7./PE/ 1120). In 1839 a Mr Johens of Chester made a report on the state of the 
church accompanied by a plan '' hich was sent to the Incorporated Society for the Building and Enlargement of Churches 111 

London and the Diocesan Church Building Society. No copy of this plan has been found within the diocesan records 
depos itt:d in the National Library of Wales. 

L-:wis described the old church as bemg 111 rhc ancient style of Eng! ish architecture 111 which a gallery was erected m 
1829 (Le\\iS S I 833 r LS) 

MODERN CHURCII 
The present church was bui lt in 1843, by llenry Kennedy, on a green field site to the south west of the medieval church 
Plans and specificat ions were drawn up which were sent to Archdeacon Newcome (GAS Z/PE/1/l 9). However, no copies have 
been found within the diocesan records deposited in the National Library of Wales. The church is nco-norman. with a 
large nave. a chanccl separated by a horsc-!.hoe shaped arch. and a south door. 

The church was restored by Harold Hughes in 1913 when a south porch was added to the nave and a north 'est:ry "ith an 
external doorway was added to the chancel (B/F/ 149). 

ln 1932 a new heating boiler ~md pipes were added, and the nave and chancel reptastercd. 

There are no fittings or memorials from the medieval church 

OTIIER 
Walls of roughly coursed quarried blocks. Slate roof. Limestone dressings. 

The ex terior is pointed with good stone dclinition. The interior is plastered. 

The a1sle and altar of the church are noored w1th tiles and there is timber boarding beneath the pews. 
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There is no trace of a drain around the church. 

Date Visited: 1994/S 

l.IST OF R£FER£:-;CES 

Lewis S I 833 Topograplucal DtcllanutJ of Wale.< FES 
RCAII:\1\\. 1•1~ I ,1/c:rwlldh /11w:111on pp 32 

FFESTINIOG PARISI! CHURCH 
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GAZ ETTEER OF CH URCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANABER PARISH CHURCH 

LLANABER PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6936 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merionelh NGR: SH59931802 
DEDICATION: BODFAN; MARY 
DIOCESE: Oangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RA TlNGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

l'e,yGood 
Poor 
l'erypoor 

Survival of fittings ,\fediwn 
Potential for archaeological investigation Ponr 
Group Value 'vune 

A superb church whtch exhibits some of the finest Early English work in Gwynedd It is unusual in being an almost 
perfectly preserved 13th century building, despite substantial restoration work, consisting of an aisled nave with 
derestory and a south porch, and a raised separate chancel with a north vestry. The chancel arch is unusual in an area 
''here most churches are of a single cell. All the windows are single lancets. The founding of the church has been 
attributed to Hp\el ap Gruffydd ap Cynan. a benefactor of Cymer Abbey, and great-grandson ofOwain Gw) nedd, \vho rult:J 
from 1202to 1216(RCAHM 1924,47;RadfordCAR 1949,303-4). 

CEMETERY 
fhe churchyard at Llanaber tS irregular in shape, stone walled and terraced into slopmg ground above sea cliffs. The 
..:arliest dating evidence for tht: site is the late 12th century church. The churchyard was exrendcd to the south in 
1861, when the road to the cottage, which is located to the south-west of the church. was re-routed to the south and the 
original east-west road was incorporated into the churchyard (NLW 8/DL/98). The southern boundary ofthi-; extension can 
be traced as a lo\\ linear bank A further low linear bani.., located nearer the church, may indicate an earlier southern 
extension. The churchyard has been significantly disturbed on the western side by the erection of a retaining wall and 
on the east side has been encroached by gardens and the main road. A gable finia l and window mu llions are reset by the 
western entrance. There are entrances to the south-east, with a lych gate of 1861. and to the cottage on the west side 
Recent burials have occured in the ~onthem extensions. 

CHURCII 
The church consists of a nave'' ith north allll south aisles, a south porch. and a chancel with a north vestry. Although 
later alterations have been earned out it appears that the\\ hole was conceived and built as a single structure in the 
carl) 13th ccntuf! 

rhe ch:mccl is lit by .1 <;cr ies of lancet windows: one single light in the east wall, three single lights and a double 
light 111 the south waiL t~nd t\\ o smgle lights in the north wall. A shouldered doorway of c. 1300 in the north wall no\\ 
kads into a modem ve!>tf). Tht: chancel arch is of three ordl!rs with carvt!d capitals. The nave has two five bay 
arcades, with drum columns and capitals ornamented with stiff-leaved foliage, and mou lded arches. The south doorway. uf 
four ord~:rs each with triple columns is also possibly later 12th century. The originnl \\ indows were all singlt: lancets. 
including the clerestory wmdo\\ c; nf four small lancets on each side. The porch, although restor..:-d, was probably 
rontemporary with the doorway 

f'he 15th century chnnee l roof of arch-braced collar beams has a panelled cei ling and coloured bosses over the altar. 
fhe plam trusses withm tht: nav~: ore of unknown date. but possibly post-medieval. A rood-screen formerlv C\.isted 
across the chancel arch, of which .;ome parts remain (Crossley 19.t5. 160). 

I ATER RESTORATIONS 
l'wo rectangular blocked windo,~s of probably 16th century date, were noted, one at the eastem end ofthe south aisle and 
the other at the east end of the south clerestory. 

The eastern window in the south wall of the nave was widened by 1.2 m in I 726. the sanctuary stone nagged and a ditch 
excavated along the outside or the east wall of the chancel (GAS Z/PE/1 0/9). 

/1. painting of 1849 (NMR) shows a chapel, of unknown date, on the north side oftlw chu rch which was demolished and 
replaced by a vestry in 1858-60. This chapel was noted in a terrier of 1793 and was 7.5 yards in length and 6.5 m wide 
(NLW 8/TERR/350) It had two rectangular windows, one above the other in the north wall and a similar window in the 
west wall. A straight jomt was observed below the eastcm window of the north aisle which probably relates to the 
northem addition noted in the paintmg of 1849. This window was probably rebuilt in the same style as the others in 
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the north aisle. 

Restoration work during 1858-60, supervised by W W E Wynne, included rebuilding the western wall with its bell-cote nnd 
two modern lancets, and pans of the walls of the chancel. Other work involved the construction of the present porch, 
and the removal of the north chapel to be replaced by the present vestry. 

In 1910 the reredos was added. the porch re-roofed and the altar rails and choir stalls were replaced (NLW 8/F/189 & 
190). 

FITTINGS 
The church contains two inscribed stones, both found at Barmouth, currently placed in the north aisle. In the nave 
there is a 13th century grave slab and a 16th century font. There are two marble memorials dated 1832 and 1836 

Fragments of a rectangular window sill and a finial cross are located above the western entrance to the churchyard. 

fhe seating nnd the pulpit are modern 

OTHCR 
The "ails are of mamly uncoursed local rubble. with dressed blocks used on the modern quoins and buttresses. Freestone 
dressings. Modern slate roof. 

The exterior is pointed with good stone defimtion. The mterior is plastered. 

The ccntr;Jl ;Jislc of the nave is stone !lagged wrth timber floor ing below the seating and has probably been 1t1wered 
The chancel and aisle> Me stone flagged. 

i\ substantial stone wallt:tl drainage trench. 1-1 .5 m deep <H the east end, has been excavated around the chancel, and the 
north and south arsles. Tlus showed the upper level of the foundations of the chancel 0.5 m below the present level of 
the churchyard on the south side. 

Date Vis ired: I 994/5 

I.IS I 01- REFlRE:\C f:S 
Cnl;~lc} & RidgwJy I!J-15 Sc r~cm & Lolls Ill \Vales lrclw.:ologta Cwnbrensir l'ul XCI'/// pp 160 

I rccm3n l· ' ' I l\5(1 Th~ h:.:bia~tic;~l,\rdulcctun: of W01lc' & the Marches Ardw<!ologia Cumbrensis I oil/ pp 221·2·13 

( il\ nne 'itr <; R 1•1111 ll.utc> on the Older Chur.:hc, in the l\1ur Welsh Utoce~cs .lrdweologia Cambrt•nm I a/ Lfl pp 13.1·1 H 

lor.:sham {. 1\ I %X ,1/edl<'''" Stonr Can mx 111 \ 'orlh II akr pp ')9-1 02 

Radlvrtl (' A R I ().I'J Llunuhcr Church ·lr, h.teologiu ( 'umhrt'IIS/.1 l'ol (. pp 30J·JU~ 

RC·\11\J\\' 1921 llatun<th lmcnlt•IJ pp-17-Hl 

Wynne \\. W 1- I g.;~ IIJn~bcr Church ~ lcru.Hh:thshm: .-lrchoC'olox•" t 'aml>r,zns•s Iolii. pp J 1·1·31 (i 

\\')nne W WE 11< 5!! l.lan~b.:r Church. 1\.krklllcthshirc Arclweolo!Jitl Coml>rens~< I ·ot/1' pp 314·3 16 

\\ 1 nne \\ \\ [· I SW l l.tuah.:r Church. :-.knnncth~hirc lrclwt'olugt<l Cami>r<'ll\lf I o/ I' pp I 12-143 
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GAZETTEER OF C HURC HES: MEIRI ONN YOO LLANBEDR PARISH CHURCH 

LLANBEOR PARISH CHURCH PRN: 694J 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH58492698 
DEDICATION: PETER 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for archlttctural investigatiOn 
Value of documemary evidence 

tlfedium 
Medium 
l'c1y poor 

Surv1val of fittings Pt,nr 
Potential for archaeological investigation Medtum 
Group Value rc/:1 flO/ •I 

GENERAL 
A church of nave and seperate chancel of probable 15th and I 6th century date is unusual for this area where the 
continuous nave and chancel is typical. Lnter restorat ions have removed most of the early features. Gresham states 
that thr.: dedication to St Peter goes back at least to the 13th century (Gresham n.d .). Until the 19th century the 
c-hurch wns a dependant chapel annexed to the rectory of Llandanwg. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard at Llanbedr is bounded by a stone wall and retains a curvilinear clement toils eastern side. It has a 
lych gate to the west. ''hich ''as restored bt:I\\Cen 1987-92. It is raised above the surrounding gardens. which have 
encroached upon tht: north, \\eSt and southern sides of the churchyard and it has been used for recent burial. The 
earliest dmmg evidence for the site is derivctl from the church of 1400· I 500 

CHURCII 
A church of nave '' llh be Iff). n scperate chancel. and a modem north vestry. 

All the present widows are modem. but before the restoration of 1883, Glynne described it as having "no windows on the 
nonh side or at the \\eSt end. The cast window is of two lights. mutilated. and on the south of the altar is a single 
rude light" (Giynne I 90 I. 134). The lack of original '' indows mal,.e~ dating the :.tructure very difficult. The west end 
of the south wall of the nave is thicker than the: remaining east em section (a straight joint is visible by the west 
window in this wall). wh ich implies this sect ion is of an earlier date. However the door looks I 5th century in date and 
does not appear to be inserted. The pointed chancel arch is crudely made. and probably of late I 5th century date. One 
possibility is that \\e arc looking at an original smgle cell church of unknown date, but probably early 15th century. 
'' hich wac; rebuilt in the late 15th or early 16th century when the chancel was added. The east wall contains two small 
recesses either sid~: the altar, 0111.! with a pomt..:d head and one square headed. There is also a square recess in the 
north wal l of the sanctuary. Gl) nne mentions a "low rude arch in the nonh wall of the chancel. whence it seems likely 
that there '~as one at<.lc or chapel adjoining" (Giynne 190 I. 134) but an organ now stands agamst that wall hiding any 
detail. 

In I 883 the upper halt of the \~est \\all was rebuilt. the north vestry added. the church was ref1oored. all the windows 
were rcplal:ed and the roofrene"ed. This work \\as l:mncd out by the architect F.R. Wilson of Alnwick. 

l'he roof nrpears to bl' late 17th centtll') in dJtc and was part ialy restored in 1883. 

FITTINGS 
The memorials and seating arc I 9th century 111 date. The church contains a prehistoric stone with an incised spiral 
decoration (brought in from elsewhere), and three mortars or quems, nil by the fon t. The octagonal font has been 
described as I 7th century (RCAIIM W 1921 ). although it could be earlier. 

OTHER 
fhe walls arc of roughly coursed rubble. with modern sanJstone dressings. Modern slate roof. 

The external and interior elevations have been pointed with good stone definition on all elevations. 
The central aisle of the nave and chancel is stone flagged with timber boards beneath the seating. The tloor was 
probably lowered to accomodate this flooring. I lowever. the difTerence in height between the interior ofrhc church and 
the deposits in the churchyard is not sign ificant 

A shallow Jrainage trench was noted around the c1rcuit of the church 
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Date Visited: 1994/5 

LIST OF REFERENCES 
Gl} nne SirS R 190 I Notes on the Older Churches in lh~ four Welsh Diocc-,c< lrchaeoloKia Camhrensis l'o//.1'1 pp 13-1 

J \V II 1992 l.hmbedr St Peter's pp 1-4 

RCAIIM W 1921 .\lerlonl!th Inw:ntory pp 53-54 
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GAZETTEER Of CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANDANWG PARlSH CHURCH 

LLANDANWG PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6949 

PRE 1974 COVN fY. Merioneth NOR: SH56872824 
DEDICA TlON: TANWG 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY. Ardudwy STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Medium 
fl.fedium 
Very poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential fo r archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

/'fi(JI' 

Good 
uoo. 

/1. simple church of continuous chancel and nave much threatened by sand inundation . The present remains may be of 13th 
century origins. with an eastern ~xtension of the 15th century. It was derelict for much ofthe 19th century following 
the building of a new church in Harlech i11 1841. In 1884 it was restored and re-roofed by the Society for the 
Preservation of Ancient Buildings. The presence of two 6th century inscribed stones and a cross-inc1sed stone imply 
early activity at this site. as does the ded1cation to St Tanwg, traditionaly a Breton saint who accompanied Cad fan to 
Bardsey. A !though there are no individual features of great merit, the church and site are of interest becuase of the 
early foundation and the potential for demonstrating the development of a medieval church with its subsequen t decline 
Pnncipal references are RC/\HMW ( 192 I , 60-61) and Richards nnd Lloyd (1935, 70-86). Access could not be gained to the 
interior of this church. 

CEMETERY 
The form of the churchyard cannot be determined as much of the site lies buried beneath sand dunes. The present 
churchyard is rectilinear and stone walled There is a curvilinear ditch, centred on the church, outside the present 
cast wall of the churchyard. Although this ts presently used as a drainage ditch, it is probable that this is the 
original boundary of :.1 curvilinear churchynrd, the remainder of which has been lost beneath the sand dunes. The 
ch urchyard is no longl!r used for buria l but has man y 17th and 18th century graves at different levels exposed in the 
sand dunes around the church. The snnd dunes were cleared around the church. between 1884-1992, to a depth of2-3 m. to 
providt· Jccess to the we<;t door and to alleviate pressure on the walls of the church. The area of clearance is I .35 m 
from the south and nonh walls and much '' ider at the east and west sides. The churchyard is entered through a lych gate 
of I 955 on the east -.ide. The dimensions of the churchyard were given as 142 foot in length and 96 feet in width in a 
terrier of \906 (NLW B/TI/2). rhe churchwardens accounts in the vestry minute book contains many references to the 
n:pa1r or the churchyard \Hill between 1777-189~ (GAS Z/PE/8/3 ). In these minutes the repair of a porch, with a new road 
to 1t. was mcntion!.!d iu 1790 and 1809 (Gi\S Z/ PE/8/3). There is no evidence lor a rorch attatchcd to the church and it 
i~ probnblc that this r~:fc rs to an earlier lvch gate. 

CI IURCII 
1\ building of cout1nuous nave anJ clhtncel "ith a rood scrt>cn. and a small west bell-cote. 

Dating is difticu lt bccau~c of the lack of architectural features. However, there is a stra ightjoint visible in the 
south wall just cast ofthe centre. The blocked south doorway with its simple poin ted arch of stone voussoirs could be 
I Jth century in d:lt~:. The chancel is probnbly early 15th century from the date of the east window and roof trusses. We 
arc tht:rcforc lookmg ;u a possible 13th century church of undi vided nave and chancel, with an extension to the east 
added in the e;1rly 15th century. There is a plinth at the bottom of the nonh and west walls. However, the 
termination of th1s plinth does not correspond with the straight joint in the south wall. It is possible that this has 
been removed by the re- bu i !ding of a 4 m stretch of walling consisting of large boulders, observed at this point. The 
stone work of the lo" cr courses above the plinth is of nat shale slabs. 

In the late 14th or early 15th century the chancel was extended. The new east window was unusually tall, of two-centred 
pointed head, with external jambs of two hollow chamfered orders with a pointed hood moulding terminating in two stone 
heads. The east window was blocked and the sill raised in the 17th century when a new window was insened into the 
opening. At the cast end of the nonh wall ofthe chancel is a window oftwo ltghts with ogee arches and trefoiled 
cusping to the lights, within a square label which is of 15th cenrury date; the lights have been reduced in height by 
raising the sill. /\I the cast end of the south wall of the chancel is a much rebuilt square headed window with similar 
jambs to that in the nonh wall. The heud of the window has been severely eroded on the west side but it wou ld appear 
to have been of a similar date to that in the nonh wall. There is a square label above this window with a carved head 
label swp on the west s1de. 
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The three eastern arched-braced collar beam roof trusses arc of 15th century date. These were ceiled, possibly in the 
16th century, with wood boards on which original paintings were still visible in 1935 (Richards and Lloyd 1935, 77). An 
oak rood screen was also installed, probably in the 15th century, of which only the top beam now remains with some 
projecrions on the underside which suggest the usual central doorway flanked by three compartments (Crossley and 
Ridgeway 1945, 160-63). 

In the 17th century the west doorway and the windows in the ccJttre of the south and north walls wt.:re inserted. It is 
probable that a 4 m stretch of the centre ot-the north wal l was re-built when the north window was added to the church 
to light the rood screen. The date of these alterations is probably recorded by the initials and date REP 1685 cut into 
the cross incised stone on the west gable 

There was formerly a galler)' across the west end of the nave of uncertain date, of which only the supporting beams 
remain (Richards and Lloyd I 935, 77). 

19TH CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
In 1884 the nave was re-roofed, and the church restored and re-noorcd. The north window and the south door may have 
been blocked at this time. The present west Joor dates from this restoration. 

"ometirm: after 1884 the bell-cole \\JS rebuilt the church re-pointed. and the floor re-paved. 

fiTTINGS 
There were twccs of paint on the north wall near the screen and lettering on the south wall in 1935 (Richards and Lloyd 
1935, 77-8) There are t\\ o 6th century rnscribed -;tones, one re-set in the north window of the nave, the other in the 
east \\ mdo". There is a 7th to 9th cenrury cross-inscribed :.tone re-set in the outside west gable. The seating is 19th 
century m date. The octagona l font ol the 15th century has been moved to the church in Harlech. 

OTHER 
The wu lls arc of uncoursed local rubble,\\ ith longer stone quo ins. Gritstonc dressings. Modern slate roof. 

r he mtcnor elevations are pla~tered. I he C\temal elevations have been pointed with good stone ddinuion on all 
dcva11ons allowing fabric changes or tcaturcs robe observed. 

lhc church rs tloon::d 11 ith stone slabs. 
the sand dunes around the church \\ere uug out to fonn deep trenches around the church bct11 ccn 1884-1 Q92. 

Date Visited: 199-l/5 

l.J ' J' OF HEFERE\C t:S 
( ru~'k) & Ridglluy JQ~5 "cm:n' & l.ufh In\\ :tk' ,lrcltacC>Iogw f 'amlm!IISIS f 'o/,\( rIll pjl IIJO·If• ' 

(ol)nnc 'itr" R 1110 1 1'\vt~~ 011 tlh: OIJcr (hurd\~' in tlu.: !'our \\'dsh OilKC)CS trchucnlo~iu Cumbrt:/1$/S l'ul Ll 'l rr IJ5 

,a,h-\\ ilh.un, V l ICJ50 TJ,.: Eurlt Chmt11m \lmmmcllts o_{llules pp II><> 

R( \II~ I\\ lll21 \l..rlull,'th illhlllun pp hll·lll 

R"h;~rJ, & I '•') ..t t9J5 1 he Ol..t (hurd\ nf I hm..t.m" g /rdweulu!:/0 Cumbrn111< l'oi.\'C pp 70·1!6 
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LLANDOERFEL PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6952 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NG R: SH98163 706 
DEDICATION· DERFEL 
DIOCESE: St Asaph RURAL DEANERY· Penllyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecwre 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Good 
Medium 
Very poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

1\ church of continuous nave and chancel, rebuilt in late medieval times (c. 1500) which is unusual in Merioneth. 
However the patron sa int, Dcrfy l. was very popular. and this could account for the availability of resou rces at a time 

Vt:ry liuu.l 
\leclium 
f't!l)' f'UCII ' 

many other churches were struggling. Similar re-bu ilding occurred in Anglesey and Caemarfon (e.g. Clynnog, Llaneilian) 
for the same reason. It contains a fine rood screen, and, of most interest, a wooden horse which formerly accompanied 
an 1mage of the saint. fhe image was removed by Cromwell's men and burnt in London with a Jesuit priest called Forest 
but the horse remams The SJte may have been in use from Early Medieval times, but there is no evidence until 1254. 
\\hen 1t is mentioned m the Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt 1926, 473; RCAHMW 1921, 68-70). 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is curvilmc.:ar in fom1. with a curved stone-walled boundary from the west around to the south-cast, and a 
linear stone wall above the escarpment on the south side. The churchyard is raised 0.5 m on the west sidt: and l-1.5 m 
on the north and t:ast side. The churchyard has been encroached by a property boundary on the east side and bounded by a 
road on the north side. The churchyard was wtdened in 1820 but the location of this probable extensiOn could not be 
dctem1ined by ficl<.h\or'- (GAS ZIP£116117). The original churchyard was used for burial until recently. The main 
cntrnnce to the churchyard is by a lych gate at the north east corner and an entrance on the south side, whtch was 
blocked in 1822 (GAS Z/PE/ 16/17). 

CHURCH 
,\ church of continuous na' c and chancel with north and south (now the vestry) porches and a west bt:ll-cote. 

I he church appears to have been rebuilt c. 1500, probably on the foundations of an earlier church. The whole church 
:;it~ on a wiJe foundation plinth l m high. which is of different masonry to the remainder of the church, and may reflect 
the pre-1500 bui I ding, partft:ularly west of the centra l window, where the masonry changes. There an: thret: windows in 
the north and south walls. all of three lights with cinquefoil heads under wide four-centred arches with hood-moulding 
terminating in corbcl-l1t~ads. Some of these windo\\ s are modem. The east window i:s similar but of four lights with 
perpendicular tracery above. The north and south doors arc or similar date. Glynnc records a west door. which is now 
bloc'-ed and a wmdow tnscrted (Gl) nne 1885. 33) The roof retains its six original trusses. 

Separating the nave from the chancel is <J line screen, which, nhhough having undergone various restorations is still in 
good condition. The screen of nine bays. four either side a central door, with cusped four-centred arches is of mid 
15th century date. Above the screen is part of the original loft which was built onto the loft c. I 500. In the 18th 
century the loft was ta'-cn dO\\ n and used to form part of a galkry at the west end, then, when the church was restored 
in 1870, the surviving eastern parapet of the loti was replaced on top of the old screen but turned round to face west 
(Gresham n.d.; Crossley and Ridgeway J9-t5. 163-5). 

fhe north and south porches nre later additions. The south porch is now 111 use as a vestry and the south door and east 
windows are blocked. 

MODERN RESTORATIONS 
fhc church was restored in 1870 by Pountncy Smith, but the documentation for this restoration has not been found 

In 1921 the church was re-pointed and a drainage trench excavated. The west end of the floor of the nave was replaced 
with concrete and finishcJ with woodblock. 

In 1954 the heating system in the south porch was replaced. 

fhc churchwarden's accounts for 1726-1758 (GAS ZIPE116 ' 12) and the vestry mtnutt:s for 1811-1905 (GAS ZfPE/1 6117) .md 
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1907-53 (GAS Z/PE/ 16/18) contain references to numerous repairs to the church . 

FITIJNGS 
The memorials anti seating are 19th century in date. Within the porch are rhe Intriguing remains of a wooden statue of 
St. Derfcl's horse, a delightful creature with his legs tucked under his body. The tales surrounding the horse are 
well-worth r~ading, but it is sufficient to say here that it is of medieval date and is one of very li.!w surviving 
medieval relics (RCAIJMW 1921, 69; Gresham n.d.). 

OTHER 
The walls are of roughly coursed local rubble with buff coloured dressings and gable copings. The foundation plinth 
contains shorter stones east of the central '' indow. Modern slate roof. 

The e:-.ternal elevations have been pointed with medium to good stone definition on all elevations. The interior 
elevations are plastered . 
The aisle of the nave and the chancel is tiled with timber boards beneath the seating and the west end of the nave is 
floored with woodblock. 

A sha iiO\\ drainage trench was noted around thc circuit of the church 

Date Vic; itt:d: J9Q4 ~ 

I.IST 0~ HHER£~0., 
Cr<'S..'Ic) & Rodg,\J) 1915 \cr~~ns & l.~lll\ m \\ ales lrclt.II?Oio~m Camh~<'ll.m l'o/ \'C I'll! pp 163·1 b 7 

Gl)nn~ <..us R 18RS :-;lllC\ llO the Oltkr ( hur.:hcs 111 the f·uur \Vcbh Dit•.:cscs ./rch,u:olof(ltl Carnhft'IISIS l'o/11 rr 33·3·1 

Cirit1iLhs ti Ill 11.155 1\ RcpunofLhc Deanery or l'cllll} II alltl EdcimtNI Jow!lul aj '"" \{C!riont:th 1/i~torrca/ c.llld Record Socii! f)' .... o J Series I rr 22-26 

Jenning' )( I S61 l.landdcrkl. \ 1croinctlhhirc · Pawd1iuha . trchaeolor:rcJ Cumhn••mt l'u/1 II pp 7o-81 

l.um WI· (<'U) J9]o 17r,• I uluatron oi \ onncll /.'5.J pp -173 

RlAIL\1\\ 19~1 \ftorr•ml'flr lrm·rrton• JlP 61!-70 

Thtlmas Vcn 0 R 19 11 //r~ 1/rston· of tho! /Jrocew 1!/St..lsuph l 'of If/ pp 95-91> 

\\ olli:om~ R <., 1<155 llh: (. hurdr ,,{ ~~ Dcrl\:1 Ci.rJ.trrr . I ),tnddcrrcl. :O.Icruollclh Jourrra/1.!/t/11: MerOifll:tll l/1.<1onwl umll<ecord SO<: IN) l'u/11 pp 2-10 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRJONNYDD LLANDDWYWE PARISH CHURCH 

LLANDDWYWE PARISH CH URCH PRN: 6955 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth 
DEDICATION· DWYWE 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regul.tr u..,c 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

;\Iedium 
Medium 
Poor 

Surv ival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

l'oor 
/'(•(!/' 

,\ 11:dwm 

A church of continuous nave and chancel with a north chapel and south porch. The structure is mainly of late medic' al 
and post-reformation date, and shows the strong intluence of the Vaughan's of Corsygedo l, who were responsible for much 
of the work, inc luding the north chape l and screen. The latter is of particular interest. Llandwywe is mentioned in a 
Roll of 1292-3. and it is possible that the foundations and some of the masonry are of an earlier date than the 
archllecutural dates would suggest (RCAHMW 1921, 76; Gresham n d ). The close association with Corsygedol house is ab<' 
uf interest . and raises the group value of the struclU re. 

CEMETERY 
fhe churchyard is cun iii near m form with a stone-walled boundary. The soU!h and east sides of the churchyard have 
bc~n slightly encroached by roads and the \\CSt side by farm buildings, where there is a substantial drop. The 
churchyan.l is raised I m above the surrounding ground levels on the north, east and south sides. The churchyard was 
c-:tended on the north-east side 111 1906 and the former curvilinear boundary here IS now marked by a very low bank (Nl W 
Bangor Parochial Re~ords- Llanenddwn and Llanwywe 68). The original churchyard was used for burial until recently 
The entrance to the churchyard is on the south side. The circumference of the churchyard was given as 153 feet in a 
rerrier of I 793 ( N L W Bangor Paroch ia I Records - Llanenddwn and Llanddwyc/ I) and the area of the churchyard w11s 
given as 2 roods Jnd 10 perches in a terrier of I S9Q (NL W Drfl/2). 

CHURCII 
A continuous nuve and chance l of p11ss ible late 15th century date accorJing to the cast window and arch-braced collar­
be::tm roof trusses. although RCA liM \V suggest a complete re-building in 1593. a date over the porch. 1 he east win do\\ is 
pointed with perpendicular tracer) The south and north doors ma} also be of 15th cenrury date. 

In 1.593 the pn.:sent south porch WJ!> built. com ntcmorated by a date-stone in the gable. 

In 1615 the north chapel "as added "itlt a north \\in dow. '" n t"ast "mdO\\ s. a west wmdow (ncl\\ blocked} and west dl10r\\ JY­
rhe chapel is dated both inh!rn.tll) Jnd extenl<tll). All the\\ mdows are plain lights\\ ith round heads and the door hds 
a four-centreJ arch. 

'\n open screen" ith moulded mullions with central door~ dated 1620 separates the north chapel from the: chancel (Crossle) 
.111d Ridgeway JQ.J:\, 167-9). 

In 1663 the cast end of the south wall was rcbu i It .tnd a date stone 1 nscr11::d to mark the re-build in g. 

In the I Sth centul) the chancel and nave were separated by railings. 

LATER RESTOR A rJONS 
In 1853 the west wall of the n<~ve. the belfry and the south porch were re-built and the two present windows were 
inserted in the south and west walls (NL W BIF/234 ). 

In 190 I the hearing. system was introduced <tnd a chimney bui lt into the west end of the south wall. The heating pipes 
crossed the nave to " gri II in the central aisle. A window was inserted at the west end of the north wall of the nave 
and the blocked doorway to the east of rhis window was re-opened. A drain, 3 feet deep, was inserted along the ea<;t 
wall of the porch, and the south and east walls of the church, with a drainage trench crossing in front of the porch to 
the south-west. A sump with two connecting drains was excavated to the north of the nave. The nave was re-tloored with 
oak blocks and the chancel with tiles. The pews were replaced and the vestry in the south-west corner of the nave was 
rcfited usmg some panelling from the benches. The roof was repaired and the walls replastered. Plans, elevations and 
sections of this restoration by C. llodgson Fowler of Durham have survived (NLW B/F/234). 
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In 1925 the church was rcpomted and the screen repaired (NL W Ban~or Parochial Records! Uanenddwn and Llanduwywef<l). 

A restoration was carried out in 1963 for \\hich no details were available. 

In 1993 the interior of thi..! nonh chapel was plastered 

FITI"INGS 
There are six memorials dating from the early 17th century to the 19th century in the north chapel. The font is 16th 
century in date. 

OTHER 
The wa lls are of uncoursed loca l rubble with gritstonc dressings. Modem slate roof. Ribbon pointing on all but rhe 
west \\all The interior elevations are also pointed. 

The llooring is of wood block in the nave and north chapel and the chancel is ti led. The central aisle is stone 
tlaggcd 

rhcrc is a dratna~c trench. C\cavat l..!d 111 190 I. on the sou th and cast sides of the nave and chancel. 

Date V tsited: I 99-1 5 

1.1!\ I OF REFFIU:'iC I:S 

<. ros'lc) i\. Ril.lg""' tr'l' <.,~rccn' & Luth 111 \\ales lrdtveolo~:w t tllltltrensts I u/ \('I'll/ pp 167-169 

<.tl~ nne .... r .., R I )Ill \:nt~·. Ull the Older l hurdleS in th~ rour \\ d'h l>toccscs lrdw~ofo~/0 Cambro!II,<IS l 'of Ill pp ll:'" 

t 101 d·l<llhcrt;; l I% I /It<• \ron of 1he ( hurth ut Llundtl"1'"'t! pp 1-1 

RC\!1\IW 11121 l krtonc!ltlnH'IIInry pp 7 11-77 

\\ :trd \I IINJ ll,ln ,l<l"~ \\~ (. hurd• . Ire/,,,, tdu({\ t11 ll'vh·• \o JJ pp g-
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GAZETTEER Of CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYOD LLANDECWYN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANOECWYN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6957 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Menoneth NGR: S!-163213745 
DEDICATION: TECWYN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANf- RY: Ardudwy ST A fUS : Occas ionnl 11~c.: 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documcnrary evidence 

GENERAL 

l 'cry• poor 
Very poor 
Poor 

Survival of fitt111gs 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

f>c,nr 

.If ·luun 
Pnnr 

A new church of 1879-80 wns built slightly to the north ol the former medieval church. The potential archaeology of the 
mcdteval church and the in~cribed stone are or interest. 

CEMETFR'r' 
The church)ard 1!; cun ilmcar 111 form '' 11h a stone-walled boundary. The southem boundar) has been sta1ghtened b)' a 
road. The churchyard is ratscd 1.5-2 m on the north. south and west std~:s. rhe east side is ratsed less than I mas 
the hill slopes down to,vards the church. The churchyard b encroached by a 17th century cottage on the south-west side. 
A plan was made of the churchyard in 1880 (NL W B/C/50). The churchyard was used for burial until recently. The lych 
gate is located at the'' cst end of the: south wall The churchyard has commanding views O\ er the surrounding 
countrys1de 

MEDIEVAL C'IIU RCH 
1\ single cell chu rch of continuous nave and chancd. A terrier of 18 I 6 gave the dimensions of the church as 18 yards in 
length and 5 yards wide and noted that there was a ga ller) at the west end (NLW B/TERR/525). 

A new church \\aS budt on the site in 1880. and, although the Royal Commission suggest that the one was built 
incorporating the other, con5ccrmion record~ suggest that the new church was bl1ilt ou cJ m:w site north uf the medieval 
church (NLW B/C/50). A strange inscribed stone, seeming ly impossible to interpret but of I I th century date was found in 
the walls of the old church. and IS now in the present church (RCA HMW 1921, 80-81 ). 

\10DERN CIIURCII 
The present church \\JS built in 1880. b) lhom;ts Robert<;. to the north ofthe site of the medievnl church (NLW 13/C/50) 
Oeta i led plans. c lt.!vations and ~ecrions by tilL' arch itccr in J 8 79 have su rv ivetl ( G 1\ S Z/PE/3 '\/ I I -13 ). I he church has a 
~ontinuous nave and chancel with a porch un the south side of the nave. The foundation trenches were 2 fee t 6 inches 
deep and trl!nc.he<.::! feet dt:t'p \\~rc C\cavatcd \\ ithin the church for the bac;es of the timber noor. 

FITTINGS 
l'hc l I th ccntttr)' 111scribed ~ton !.!. found within the walls of the medieval church and a srnn ll stone basin can be lound 
Within the chun:h Thac 1S n n:l:ess on the sou th side of the chancel which may be a re-selnh.:dieval feature There is 
J sl.tte memorial or 1706 rc-<;ct tn the ea•.temrnost buttress (If the south wall. 

OTHER 
fhe wa ll s are uf roughly t:ourscd loc3l rubble with a string course ofsqu::trcd blocks visible at the west end. Modern 
slate roof. 

The exterior IS potntcd '~ ith good stone dctini11on . The interior is plastered 

!'here is timber boarding beneath the pews and the nis le and chancel are tiled 

There is no trJcc of a drt~in around the church 

Date Visited. 199·~ '5 

I.IST Of REHHt:,'\CES 
KL'i\11\1 W 1921 .\ftonu•1ellt hlH'tllnn pp ~U-l! I 
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( .ZETfEER OF CHURCHES: MEJRIONNYDD LLANEGRYN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANEGRYN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6971 

.E 1974 COUNTY: Mcrioneth NGR: SI-15961 0579 
wr~DICATION: MARY 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumaner STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
~urvival of Medieval architecture 
otential for architectural investigation 

j Value of documentary ev1dence 

uENERAL 

,\ fednun 

t\-fedium 
Medium 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Vel]' uuud 
tl'f t.! c/111111 

!vledtull• 

The church ts of continuous chancel and nave of probable 14th century date, with a medieval south porch, and modem 
orth vestry and organ chamber The glory ofthc church is the superb 16th century rood screen and loft which dominates 
1e interior of the church. Most of the windows are 19th cenrury. The site is at least of the 13th century as 

evidenced by the cross-incised stone. the font and the inclusion of the church in the Norwich taxation of 1254 (Lunt 
· 926. 196). In add 1tion to the screen the roof trusses and font are noteworthy. 

CEMETERY 
The church)ard IS polygonal In fomt wnh a stone-walled boundary. It is rai~cd 1.5 m above the surroundmg ground 
levels on th~: south and \\CSt sides and is on the same level on the ~ast and north sides. There IS a stream running 
under the churchyard, to the cast of the church, which may have formed the original eastern boundary. No trace of the 
earlier eastern boundary could be seen in the churchyard but the burials to the east are later than 1883. The 
churchyard was extended eastwards in 1883 and was reported as being curvilinear. The only evidence to support this is 
the angle of the south-we~! boundary which may represent a straightened section of a curved boundary. The present 
eastern lych gate was moved to the east end of the extension and there is a stile in the south wall. The north boundary 
appears to have bec:n encraoched by farm buildings. There is part of a late 15th or earlv 16th century window head and a 
jamb re-set tn n farm building hordcring the north boundary of the churchyard. 

\HUKCH 
A church of continuous nave and chancel. ~cparatcd by a remarkable screen with loft,\\ ith a south porch. and a modern 
north vestry and organ chambL·r 

The date of the continuous not \ .md chanu:l cannm be: dc:termmed with any certainty, because of the 19th century 
restorations I hl\n:ver. a I ..Jilt , l'ntury cast'' tndO\\, and one of s lightly later Jate in tht:: west wall, was noted in 1850 
(Glynne 1901. 136). In additu 11there were t\\O 15th century windows in the south wall and nlate 15th or early 16th 
century" mdow in the north ".til olthe chnnccl. Glynnc also noted a west gal lery. 

rhc pres.:nt church retains a latl' 15th or early 16th cc:n tury window at the east end of the north wall of the nave, which 
was moved from the chancel in 1858. Then;: tS part of a similnr late I Sth or early 16th century window head and a jamb 
re-set in a fann building bordering the north boundary of the churchyard. The dale:: of the south porch is uncertain but 
may be late medie\'al 

The roof ret<uns arch-braced collar-beam trusses. with quatrefoil dccroation between the struts and was repaired in 
1770. 

19th CENTURY AND LATER RESTORATIONS 
The church, including the rood screen and loft. was restored during the 1840's and 50's, under the patronage ofW WE 
Wynne of Peniarth. Few details of these restorations have survived, but the windows and south door probably date from 
this time. The chmch was further restored in 1876 by E G FerTey, when the north vestry and organ chamber were added. 
It would appear from the stonework that the west end was rebuilt during this period. 

In 1931 the heating system was introduced and a boiler room added to the west end of the north vestry. A door was 
inserted in the north ''all ofthe nave leading to the boiler room (NLW BIF'/280). 

In 1965-6 the church was re-roofc:d, a new heating system introduced and some restoration work carried out on the rood 
screen. 

FITIINGS 
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There is a cross inscribed stone of possibly I lth or 12th century date. There are two marble memorials of 1714 and 
1729. There is a small 16th century helmer set by the altar. The seating is of the 19th century. The square font may 
be 12th century in date. 

1 he rood screen and loft, probably of early 16th century date (although Gresham (n.d.) says late I :5th century), is of 
sevt:n bayc;; the door is located in the central doubJe bay. It has been fully described by Crossley and Ridgemont (194:5, 
169-74) and was carefully restored under the guidance ofW WE Wynne . 

OTHER 
The walls are of uncoursed local rubble, except forthe west wall which is of coursed rubble, and the west end of the 
north wall which contains longer stones and is roughly coursed. These differences suggest the west end oflhe church 
ha~ been rebuilt. The walls of the vestry and organ chamber are roughly coursed. Older dressings of gritstone. 
Modem slate roof. 

The exterior IS pointed with medium to good stone definition. The interior is plastered. 

The floor ing beneath the seating in the nave and chancel is of timber boards. The area by the font , the sanctuary and 
the aisles are tiled. 

!'here is a drainage trench, excavated 1986-1 993, along the south wall. 

Datt: Visited: 1994/5 

1.1 ~ r OF ftEFERF.;'\O:S 
Cros~lc:y & R1c.Jg" ay 19U Screen\ li:. l ofts in Wal..:s . lrchaeolo[!ltl Cumbn·nst.f l'oi.\'CI'/11 pp 169-17-1 

l•l}nnc SirS I{ 11101 l'!t>lc' <lnlh.: ()lc.JcrChurchcs in the Four \Vcl \h Daoceses . trchacolof.!ta Cumbremis l'ol /.1 I pp 131\-137 

urv•lh<ITI C t\ II U JltWif') of lft•rtOII!'Ih l'o/ > ll.11p11bft.flti!u/ 

llughcs W R ct970 Llom:gnn Church pp t ·K 

Luall W E (ell) 1916 7/rc l'allmtron ojSorH idt I J5.J pp I<)(, 

RC•\11\IW IQ11 1/.:rtnn<·t/, lm.·nf<)t;. pp91 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: M ElRJONNYDD LLANELL TYD PARlSH CHURCH 

LLANELLTYO PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6973 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioncth NGR: SH71751954 
DEDICATION. ILLTYD 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ys)umaner STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Medium 
Very pvor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A small church of continuous nave and chancel, with north and sou th porches, a west bell-cote and two unusual dormer 
windows on the sou th side. ll has been heavily restored, but the 15th centu ry roofis of note. The 12th century 
inscribed stone is of particular interest. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is curvilinear in form \\ ith a stone-walled boundary. The churchyard is raised 1-1.5 m on the north side, 
1.5-2 111 on the cast side and up to 3 m on the south and west sides. To the south of the nave the churchyard boundary 
has been encroached by the property boundary ofTy'n Llan. There is a raised bank, I m high, just to the west of the 
church which may be a natural feature or rhe line of earlier raised graves or tombs. The churchyard was extended on the 
west side in 1881, outside the earlier churchyard, for which a plan has survived (NL W B/C/64, NLW B/DL/395). The 
original churchyard has not been used for burial since the extension of the churchyard and there has been limited grave 
clearance The mmn entrance to the churchyard is on the north side. where 11 has been slightly encroached to provide 
access from the adJOinmg road There is a secondary entrance on the south-east side to give access to Ty'n Llan. 
There is a disused :1nu blocl\ed entrance on the north-west side. 

CHURCH 
The church consio;ts of a continuous naH:! and chancel wnh north and south porches. 

The structure has been much restored, and the lack of architectural detail makes dating difficult. The roof. of six 
arch-braccu collar-beam tru~scc; with decoratt::d windbraces. is of the later 15th century. The lower walls. made up of 
large blocks, arc prcsumbly of this date, or could they be even earlier, perhaps 12th century 

Apart from thl' two dormer wtndows on the south side, all the present windows are modem; a single light on the west. 3 
lights under a four-centred arch on the east. and three round headed windows i11 the north and south sides. Below the 
present cast wintlow arc the rcma tns of a possible I Sth century window. The west jamb stones and sill of an earlier 
window have survivcu the insertion of the present eastem window in the south wall of the chancel, as have the easr jnmb 
stones of th~ corresponding eastern winduw of the north wall, and the west and east jamb stones and sill of the westem 
winJow 111 the north w<tl l rhcre w<ts probably a window where the south porch is now located given the evidence of the 
gabled dormt'r window abov..:. The two doors, with flattened arches. nre of unknown date. 

A date stone of 1636 to the C::t'>t of th..: nonh porch probably indicates a restoration of the church at that time and it 

Gnod 
Mcdlllm 
! 'cry prJur 

IS possible that the two gabled dormer" inJows above the windows in the south wall were added then. Old prints suggest 
that similar w indO\\ s were located on the north side (J WH 1990). 

The south porch was probably added in 1779. the date inscribed on the wooden door. The north porch was probably added 
in the 19th century as, according to the church pamphlet. it does not appear on an 18th century print (JWH 1990) 

19th CENTURY AND LATER RESTORATIONS 
A date of 183-1 on a stone to the north of the west window may refer to the restoration of the church at that date. It 
is possible that the west window nod the three windows in the north and south walls were inserted at this time. The 
east window may have been restored in 1859, the date of the stained glass. 

Major restorations were undertaken in 189Q. The present east window W3S probably inserted then, with its higher sill. 
It replaced an earlier window oft\.vo ligh ts as shown in the faculty plan for the restoration (NLW B/F/283). The 
architect for the restoration of the church was C. Hodgson Fowler. At this time a new reredos was added, the pews were 
replaced, the gallery removcJ and the pulpit, choir stalls and reading desk re-arranged. Detailed plans showing the 
pre- and post-restoration seating arrangements have survived. The 17th century pew panels were re-used to panel the 
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GAZETT EER OF CHURCHES: M EIRIONNYDD LLANELL TYD PARJSH CHURCH 

internal walls. The font was replaced and an internal vestry was added to the ''est end. ft is assumed that the church 
was also re-floored at this date. 

The church was further restored in 1976, the details for which were not available for consultation. 

FITTINGS 
The seating is 19th century in date. The 17th century pew timbers have been re-used to panel the walls. There is a 
marble memorial of 1792 on the north wall of the chancel and a funeral hatchmen t of 185C) on the west wall. There is a 
small font dated 1689. The present font was introduced in 1899. In the south porch is a stone tub, which must be an 
earlier font, possibly 11th century. A stone of possible 12th century date has been set up against the west wall of the 
church and bears the inscription "Vestigiu(m) Kenyric tenetur in capite lapidis et ipsemet antequam p(er)egre profectus 
est" which is translated as "The fotprint of Denyric is affixed on the top of the stone and he himself is bound [by his 
vow made] he fore he ser out on a journey" (J W H 1990). It was found in I 876 among debris in an outbuilding near the 
church. 

OTHER 
The walls are of uncoursed local rubble with very large quoins. Modl'm slate roof. 

fhe C.\ternal elevations arc pointed with good stone definition. Tht! intt!rior is plastereu. 

The centra l a1sle anu sanctuary are tiled and there are timber boards beneath the pews. 

There 1s no trace of any drainage trenches. 

Date Visilcd: 1994/5 

t.IST OF RHEHE . ..;CES 
CruS\Ic) & Rtdgw~~ 19·15 Scn:\:ns &. l o il~ in \\'n ics Arc:ha.:nlogw CumbNIWS l"o/.YCI"/11 pp 174 

Cil) nm: Sir\ R I 901 Notes on the Older Chur~hcs 111 the I our Wcl-;h llil,ccscs lrc:/lui!ologm Cambrensts l"u/ 1.11 np IJ 7 

J Vv II 11190 St 1/ltm/'s Llunt•flt.l d pp 1-7 

IH. AIIMW 111~ I \Juion<Jrlt '""'"'un· pp 117 <lX 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANENDDWYN PARISH CHURCH 

L LANENDDWYN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 697-t 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: Sl-158242343 
DEOJCA TION ENOOWYN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regular us" 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

?uor 
Medium 
Poor 

Survival of linings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A cmcifom1 church of contmuous nave and chancel with nonh and south transepts and south porch. It was heavily 
restored in tht: 19th century, and little mediev11l work remains. It is probably an early foundation, and certainly of 
12th century date (Gresham n.d.), but the only da~eable features to remain are the re-used roof trusses and the south 
chancel" in dow.'' hich are of c. 1500. 

CEMETERY 
Th~ churchyard is rectilinear m form with a stone-walled boundary. The original churchyard was used for burial until 
recently. The entrance to the churchyard is on the south-east side. The churchyard was extended by 1400 sq yards on 

?nor 
M • . m 

Por'l 

the \H:~t side tn 1899 (NL W Bangor Parochial Records- Llanenddwyn and Llanddwye/2). The former western boundary can b~ 
tract:d as a low bank. The churchyard has been slightly encroached on the south side by the property boundary of the 
recto!). The ctrcurnmfercnce of the churchyard was given as 520 feet in a terrier of 1793 and a lych gate wa~ noted {NL \\ 
Bangor Parochiul Records- Ll::menddwyn and Llanddwyc/1 ). The area was given as 2 roods and 30 perches in a terrier ol 
1891) (N L W B/1112). 

CHURCH 
A cruciform church of continuous nJvc and chancel with south and north transepts, sou th porch and west bell-cote. 

The lo,~er fabric of the n.tve and chancel and the south chapel is almost undoubtedly medieval in date. However, the 
earliest dateable feature on the site is the re-used roof. which is c. 1500, and the south window of the chancel, which 
is probably 16th centut). 

1\ It hough it har; been ~uggc~teJ that the north chapel was added in the 19th century it is mentiont:d in a terrier of 1793 
(Nl W 13angor Parochial Records - Llanenddwyn and Llanddwyt:/ I). This terrier gives the dimensions of the church as 69 
feet 111 length and 19 feet'' ide'' ith mo aisles (chapels) I 0 feet in length and 18 feet wide. It also mentions a 
galle!) at the wc:st end 

It appears that the church ~tartcd as a small single-cell structure '' ith a chancel and south chapel, possibly in the 
16th cc:n tury. and a b:1lanctng nonh rhapel was added in the 18th century. Of the seven re-used trusses, five are more 
ornate, and may have roolcJ the na-.c, and the two plain trusses were added later to roof the extenJcd chancel (Gresham 
n.J.) 

19th C'CNTURY RESTORATIONS 
fhc church was restored in 1883 by llenry Kennedy and much of the walling rebuilt (NLW B/F/289). A south porch to the 
nave and a vestry to the north of the chancel were added. The north and west walls of the north chapel and the north 
wall of the chancel were taJ...cn down and rebuilt. New windows were insened in the east wall of the chancel, the south 
wall of the south chapel, the nonh wall of the north chapel and two windows were inserteJ in the nonh wall of the 
nave. The seating was re-arranged and the memorials and gallery were removed. The church was refloored with timber 
boards beneath the pews and tiles in the walkways. The internal elevations were replastered. 

In 1914 the Jloor of the south chapel was replaced in woodblock and re-sealed and in 1924 a new oak reredos was added 
(NLW B/F/235 & 290). 

FITTINGS 
The scaring is 19th century in date and there arc no pre 19th century memorials. 

OTIIER 
The walls are roughly cour~ed local rubble with squared gritstonc kneelers, modern dressings and modem be ll-cote of 

282 
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squared stone. Modem slate roof. 

The exterior is pointed with good stone definition. The interior is plastered and part panelled. 

The central aisle and sanctuary arc tiled and there are timber boards beneath the pews. 

There is no trace of drainage trenches. 

Date Visited: 199415 

LIS-I m RHERE.\CES 
Gresham C J\ n d I !I story of \{,mon.:th r·ntl !Cnpubltsht•dJ 

RCAII!\IW lQ11 .\lenoneth /m·entory pp 101-10:! 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: MEIRI ONNYDD LLANFACHRETH PARISH CHURCH 

LLANFACH RETH PARISH CHURCH PRN: 6979 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Mcrioneth NGR: SH754622•18 
DEDJCA TION· MACHRETH 
DIOCESE· Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumaner STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidcnce 

l'ery poor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings p, ur 

Potential for archaeological investigation Gvod 
Group Value l 't:l)' puur 

GENERAL 
1\ modem church of J 8 74, with a slightly older tower of 1822, was built on the site of a medieval church. The new 
church was built to a different plan, and archaeological remains of the medieva l church could remain in s1tu. The 
church was listed in the Nof\vich taxation of I 254 (Lunt 1926. 196). 

CEMETERY 
The original churchyard was curvilinear in form with a stone-walled boundary from the north around the west to the south 
side. The churchyard is raised 3-4 m on the south side and I - 1.5 m on the n011h side and 1 m on the west side. There 
is a road curving around the cast, south and west sides. The churchyard was extended on the north-east side before 1876 
and then further e\tended to the north in 1934 (NL W B/C/65). The fonner curvilinear east and north-eastern boundary is 
now marked by a low bank and a line of yew trees. The north and west sides of the churchyard are encroached by pro pert) 
boundaries. fhe original churchyard was used for burial into the late 19th century. The main entrance to the 
churchyard is by a lych gate on the south side and there is a fu rther entrance on the north-west side. The lych gate 
was mentioned in a terrier of 1776 (NL W BITERR/658). 

:'1-IEDIEVAL CHURCH 
1 he medieval church was demo! ished in 1871 (N L W B/F/296) and cannot be traced within the churchyard or with in the 
masonry of the present church which was buill partly on the site of the old church in J 874 to a new ground plan (GAS 
W/PE/11 11 . GAS W/PE/l/1~. NLW B/F/293). 

The church hat! a nave and separate chancel, wuh transeptal chapels on the north and south !>ides. The dimensions of the 
church were grv~:n in a terrrer of 1776 as 60 fee t m length and 36 feet wide, with a small aisle. I 0 feet in lc:ngth and 
16 fl!et '~ide on the north s1dc (NLW B/TERR/658). A west gal lery was also mentioned. 

1\ tt:rrier of I 1!26 notes that m 18~0 a south chapt:l was added. 15 feet in length and 18 tt:et 2 inches wide, and the 
north chapel was rebuilt. 18 feet 6 inches in length and 24 feet I inch wide (GAS ZIPE/22'15, NL W BITERR/660). The 
terrier also notes that the'' est tower. 12 feet square and 37 feet 6 inches high.\\ as built in 1822 and had a spire 30 
fee t hrgh. The rower was retained when the present church was built in 1874. 

MODERN CIIURCH 
fhe present church w;:rs built un the silt: of the oiJ church in 1874 (GAS W' PE/1111. GAS \V/PE/1112. NLW 8/F/293). The 
church was burlt over part of the old church w n Jifferent ground plan. It consists of a nave, a "ep::rrate chancel, a 
'iouth porch and a north ve!;try. 

!'he west tower built in 18.22 1\JS retained and has an external first storey entrance and a wc~t door at ground level 

In 1886 the north vestry '"as enlarged to the east and a porch was added to the east side of the vestry with a boiler 
room below (NLW B/F/297). The east window of the chancel was also replaced. A plan and elevation of the enlarged north 
vestry have survived within the facu lty records. 

1 he church retains good monuments to tht: Vaughans ofNannau, '"ho built the church, including a large marble monument to 
Anne Nanney, d. I 7?.9. The furnishings arc all modem. 
OTIIER 
fhe wa lls arc of roughly coursed quarried rubble, with moJcrn dressings. Modern slate stone roof. 

fhe external elevations are pointed with good stone definitron. The interior is plastered. 

There is 2-2.5 m deep trench around the north vestry which continues, I m wide and I .5 m deep, along the nonh wall of 
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the nave. There is a flight of steps down to the entrance of the boiler room. 

Date Visited: J9Q4/5 

LIST OF R~ I'EIU.\Cf.S 
llarris M C 1964 ll1stnry nf Rei ig1110 in the Parish of Llan fachrcth .lcllltnul of the ,I fenrmr:th I !rstarlcal anJ f<ecord Soci<'{}' l'o/ 11' pp 340-34 6 

l.unt \V E (cd) I 926 The l'alua/Jull ofNc?miclt I'! 5.f fJP IIJo 

RCt\II~IW 1921 \lenoncth fmt:nlory pp 105 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCH ES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANFAIR PARJSH CHURCH (MER) 

LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCH (MER) PRN: 6985 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH57762906 
DEDICATION: MARY 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy ST 1\ TUS: Rcgu lar us.: 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval arch itecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

i\Iedium 
Afeclium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

Poor 
.\lcdtwn 
Pnnr 

A church certainly present in 1188, when visited by Gerald of Wales and Archbishop Baldwin, but it has been considerably 
restored since. In the 15th century a new chancel was built onto an cxistng church of small continuous nave and 
chancel. onto which a north chapel (now gone) was added in the 16th century. The much restored rood screen of 16th 
century date and the east window are of imerest. 

CEI\IIF.TERY 
The churchyard is irregular in form \\ ith a curved stone-wallt::d boundary on the north-east and easr sides and linear 
\\ails on the other sides. The form suggests that the churchyard may once have been curvilinear in form but was then 
extended on the nonh and\\ est sides and encroached on the south side. The churchyard was extended externally to the 
north of the church in 1919 (NLW B'F/33 1 ). There is a raised area with a low bank to the north of the church which 
<;uppons the arguement for an extenston. There are traces of a low curvi linear bank, centred on the church, within the 
churchynn.J extension on the north-west side wh ich suggests that the present churchyard boundary may have encroached on 
the original ch urchyard area. The churchyard is raised 0.5- 1 m on the south side, I m on the east side, and 1-1.5 m on 
the nonh and west sides. The original churchyard was used for buria l until recently. The foundations fo r a north 
chapel adjoining the chancel were noted 111 the churchyarJ in I ~51. There is an 18th century lych gate on the south-west 
stdc (NL W B/TERR'736). 

CHURCH 
The church comprises a nave. 1\ luch \\as fom1erly a continuous nave and chancel, a later undivided chancel, and a modern 
north vcstr). 

lhcn: is a <; traigh t joint in the north wull show ing the Fonner kngth of the nave. There is no corresponding joint 
visible in the south \\'a ll. There arl' no surv ivmg feature~ with'' htch to date the nave, but it is assumeu to be earl ier 
than the extension of the late 14th c..:ntury 

In the late 14th ur c11rl) 15th c..:ntury the church \\CIS C\tended by the addition of a chancel of the same width as the 
n.l\ e, dated b} its original east wmdow of three cinquefoiled lights \\ ith tracery under a pointed arch will1 hood 
mouldmg and carved stone heaJ stopo; fhcrc was fomlCrly a 15th century window in the south wall of the chancel (RCAIIMW 
I '>21, I 09). There is a piscina tn the south wall of the chancel. The roof trusses c-onfirm a difference between the 
\\t.:St and cast pans of the church· tho::.e to the west are arch-braced collar beam trusses but with a more rounded arch 
Jnd with cusping above, those to the cast have a more pointt:d arch with no cusping. 

In the 16th century there was a chape l on the nonh side ofthe chancel, o \Vindow of""hich has been re-set in the north 
wall of the present vestry. The church appears to have been re-noorcd at this time and the buttresses added. 

The dimensions of the church were given as 29 yards in lt:!ngth and 6 yards wide in a terrier of 1773 (NLW 8/TERR/736) 

19TII CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
The church was restored c. I 85:?- I 858 by Kennedy when the north vestry was added, possibly on the site of the ruinous 
north chapel. The five windows in the south wall, the three winuows in the north wall and the west doorway and window 
were inserted. Much of the walling was re-built and a new bell-cote wns built. The church was re-t1oored at this date. 

FITTINGS 
There is a font of the 16th century. The rood screen has been much restored, but is probably of 16th century origin 
(Crossley and Ridgeway 1945 174-6 ). The seating is 19th century in date. 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDO LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCI I (MER) 

OTHER 
The wall~ of the western half of the church are of roughly coursed even shaped rubble. those of the eastern half contain 
more mixed stone and hence the coursing is less. Modern dressings. Modem slate roof 

The external elevations of the nave have been pointed with good stone definition. The internal elevations are total ly 
hidden by plaster. 

The nooring is of stone slabs with timber boarding beneath the pews. 

There is a gravel filled drainage trench around the north, east and o;outh sides of the church 

Date Visited: 1994/5 

Ll~ r m IU.FER£:\CES 
Cros~ l cy & Ridg\\ay 1945 Screens & Lofu tn Wale~ . frchaeolog,a Cambr~nHs I o/.\'CI '/11 PJl 1 7~-176 

Glynnc SirS R 190 I Notes on the Older Churches 1n the Four Welsh Diocc~c' •/ rchal!ologia r ·ambrensis l 'o/ L I 'I pp I J7 

l.unt W E (eo) 19:!6 Tho: ru/umwn of.Vor111clr I !5./ pp 196 

RC,\IIi\1\V 1'12 1 \lennrr,•rh irH't•rrlory pp 109 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCJ I (MCR) 

LLANFJHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH {MER) PRN: 7001 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth 
DEDICATION. MIC HA EL 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

NGR: SH67140886 

RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumaner STATUS: Occasional ust: 

Puor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings Medmm 
Potential for archaeological investigation !If, dw••t 
Group Value p,,,,. 

A typical Meirionnydd church of con tinuous nave and chancel with north chapel. It has been much restored, with linle 
medieval architecture remain ing, although parts of the nave walls may be 12th/ 13th century, and the chancel walls 15th 
century. The north chapel is typica l 16th century. now used as a vestry . The most interesting feature is the 12th 
century font. which is unusual in GwyneJd outside Anglesey. 

CHIETERY 
The churchyard is curvilinear in form '' 1th a stone·\\ ailed boundar) the sides of which have been straightened slightly. 
The deposits within the churchyard rise agamst the boundary wall to form a bank and there is a stream bounding the site 
on the east and south sides. The churchyard is raised 0.5 m above the surrounding ground levels. The churchyard was 
e\tcnJcJ on the west and north west sides before 19-10. The former curvilinear westem and northern boundaries are now 
marked by a very low ban k. The original chu rchyard was used for burial until recently. There is a lych gate on the 
east side. 

In 1899 the churchyard area was 1/4 of a acre and the boundary was part ly stone walled or earth banked (G/\S Z/PE/12/ I Q) . 

lhc wall was repa1red in 1902 and new walls were built on the banks (GAS Z/PE/12/19). 

fh1.·tc i~ a gravt:~tom: to the ca!)l o f the church ''hich is supponcd by two stone drums which may be g:ueposrs. arcade 
ptllars or stones from Casteii->·Aere I here is a sundial dated 1786 in the churchyard . 

CHURCH 
Tht: church cons1sts of a continuou'> nave ond chancel with west bellcote and south porch, and a north chapel. lr has 
been much restored, with little left to aiu dating. The wa lls of the nave and chance l are probab ly medieval. possibly 
15th l:cntu ry in date. although a chnngc in the stonework indicates thm the chancel has been extended so perhaps the 
1\t:\tt:nJ of the church is older. The -;in!!,le narrow li ght in the north wall of the nave is of uncertain Jatc, possibly 
11th centul} but may be later 

In the:- I me 15th or 16th ccntur) the north chapel was added and there IS a small two light round-headed'' indow of this 
date 1n the east wall. The'' mdow at the joint of the north transept and the nave was widened to fom1 a squint. The 
'' e~t Jambs of a north window ha'..: been re-used as a door jamb. 

G I} nne ( 190 I. 138) records the rre~cncc of a rood screen and west gallery, but these have now gone. 

·1 here arc three modern inserted windows in the south wa ll and one in the east wall. The south porch appears modern. A 
door has been inserted in the north wall of the north transept The west wall of the church has been rebuilt in modem 
times. as have the upper parts of the south wall. 

Further restoration work was carried out between 1930-7. At this date the internal fittings were renovated and a deep 
trench was excavated along the north. west and south walls. 

FITTINGS 
fhe font is of the 12th century. a rectangular bowl with scalloped base, sitting on a round pillar which in tum sits on 
a solid base with scalloped uper edge; the base is probably later. rhc seating, pulpit, reading desk and communion 
rai ls were added in the early 19th century and 1930's. 

OTHER 
The walls are of roughly coursed locnl rubble with some longer stones either stde the w1ndow jambs. Modern dressings. 
Modem slarc roof 
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The exterior elevations have been recently repointed with medium stone definition. except for the east end which retains 
earlier pointing with poor stone definition. 

The floor ing is of tiles with timber boards beneath the pews. 

A recent drainage trench capped with concrete was observed around the church. 

Date Visited: 1994/5 

LIST OF REFERE:-iCt::S 

Crossley & Ridgway 1945 Scrct:ns & Lofts in Wales Archaeologia Cambrensis / 'of XC I'll! pp 174 

Glynn.: SirS R 190 I Notes on the Older Churches in the Four Welsh Dioceses Archoeologia Cmnbrensis l'ol L 1'1 pp 138 

Lunt WE (cd) J<l26 n re J'aluulion vftVorwich /15-1 pp 196 uncertain 

RCi\ f IJ\1\V 1921 Maionetlr Jm•cmo')• pp II J 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MElRIONNYDD LLANFIHANGEL Y TRAETHAU PARJSH CHURCfl 

LLANFIHANGEL Y TRAETHAU PARISH CH URCH 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Mcrioneth 
DEDICATION MICHAEL 
DIOCESE: Bangor 

ASSESSMENT RA T lNGS 
Survival of Medieva l architecture 
Potential for architectural investig:nion 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy 

Poor 
Poor 

Poor 

PRN: 7003 

NGR: SH59523526 

STATUS: Regular use 

Survival of fi tt ings Gond 
Potential for archaeological investigation M.:dium 
Group Value Guod 

1\ church of continuous chancel and nave, ofwh ich the chance l is later than the nave. l11e masonry is mostly medieval, 
but no architectural features survive the 19th cenrury restor:H ions. Of particular interest is the inscribed stone in 
the cemetery describing the construction of a church in the 12th century. 

CEMETERY 
The church) ard IS rectilinear in form with a stone-walled boundary. The north-west comer is curved. 1 he churchyard 1s 
raised 0. 1-0.5 m on the east and south sides, 1.5 m on the north side where it is bounded by a lane, and there is a 
4Uilrry on the we:,t side. The churchyard was used for burial until recently. The entrance to the churchyard is on rhe 
south side. The most interesting feature of th is church. is the 12th century inscribed stone to the west of the church. 
'~hich records the constn1ction of a church on this site in the 12th century. It rt!ads "Hie est sepulcrum Wieder matris 
[ll)odeleu qui rrimum edilicavit hanc ccclcsiam 111 tempore Ewini Regis" translated as "Here is the tomb of Wieder muther 
uf ll ocdliw who lirst built this church in the time of King o .. ,ain" 

CHURCH 
!"he church con:,i5ts of a cominuous nave and chancel with bell-cote and west door. 

The masonry is essentially medieval in date. There is a joint in the north wall between the central and eastern windov. 
'' hich has been keyed in showing that the nave originally pre-dated the chancel. The west doorway was originally 
pointed, of the 13th to 15th century (Giynne 190 I. 138). The western upper jambs and springings of the arch of earlier 
windows of uncertatn date can be seen to the west of the inserted central and east windows in the south wall. The east 
w1ndow. although modern. may have cop1~d an original 14th-century window 

19th CENTURY RESTORATIONS 
I he church had been restored before 1861 wh\.:n new windows were inserted and the roof was renewed. 

In 1 ~8~ the church" as restored by llcnry Kennedy from which plans and elevations have survived (GAS Z/PE/6117). The 
\H:~tern porch and the north vestry were built and the modern e\isting '' indows mserted. UnderOoor ventilation was 
Introduced and a drainage trench dug along the south wall. 

111 t C>09 five inscribed stones. possibly Inter gravestones. were noted as being broken up and used for the padstones of 
the roof of tht: chancel. 

Panelling was added behmd the altar m 1958 {GAS Z PEt6/ 11)). 

OTIIER 
fhe walls are of local rubble with modl'rn dressings. Modem slate roof. 

·1 he external south, l!ast and west elevations are pointed with good stone definition The north external elevat1on 1s 
heavily pointed with poor stone definition. The internal elevations are hidden by plaster and panelling. 

The central aisle and sanctuary are tiled and there are timber boards beneath the pews. The floor appears to have bec:n 
lowered 0.5 m. 

There are no visible signs of drainage trenches around the church. 

Date Visited: 1994 5 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: M EIRIONNYDD LLANFIHANGEL Y TRAETHAU PARISH CHURCH 

I.IST OF RF:FERENCES 
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l.unt WE (cd) I '126 77te J'aluation af \'orwiclt ll5.J pp 196 um;crtain 

Na~h-Willhuns Y E 1950 T!tc Early Cltristian Mommwnts of !Vales pp 169 

Parry T L D J 18·1!1 lmcribcd Stone at Llanfihangcl y Tra~thau. Merioncth~hire .lrchaeolngia Cambrensis J'ol/11 rP 224-221! 

RCAH~I\\> IQ:! I lfenon.:tlt lm·e~tlory pp 162 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANFOR PARJSH CHURCH 

LLANFOR PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7005 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: NGR: SH938J3680 
DEDICATI ON: 
DIOCESE: 

Merioneth 
DEIN !OL 
St Asaph RURAL DEANERY: Penllyn STATUS: Redundant 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary ev idence 

GENERAL 

Poor 

roor 
A·!edium 

Survival of fitt ings A.fedh11n 
Potential for archaeological investigation !...tedium 
Group Value Ve1y (rout! 

A late 19th century church of continuous nave and chancel with a west tower bu ilt on the foundations of the medieval 
church. The site is of interest because of the possibil ity of the earlier church having a 12th century tower, implying 
a chu rch ofhigh status. The church was included in the Norwich taxation of 1'254 (Lunt 1926, 473). A well preserved 
med ieval ring-work lies a short distance north of the church, and a sequence of roman forts lie to the south. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is irregular in fom1 with a curved stone-walled boundary on the north and south sides. The churchyard 
appears tu have been curvilinear original ly and has been extended on the east side and encroached by housing on the west 
side. The former curvilinear north-eastern boundary is now marked by a low bank. The original churchyard was used for 
burial until recently. There is a lych gate on the south side and other entrances on the west and east sides. There is 
a ~undial dated 17-15 to the west otthc church, the shaft of which may belong to a churchyard cross. 

MEDIEVAL CHURCH 
The earlier church consisted of a continuous nave and chancel with an unusual west tower, and a later north chapel and 
south porch. The church was demolished in 1874. when the new church was bu il t. 

Descriptions of the earlier church are found in Thomas ( 1913, 1 04-9) and G lynne ( 190 I. 34 ). 

The church appears to have been of re latively undist inguished appearance in the 19th century, with the exception of the 
west tower, described by Thomas as "a low but massive tower. with a stepped saddleback: a Nonnan arch formerly opened 
into it from the nave", which certa inly suggests the presence of a Nom1an tower. The north chapel of the Rhiwlas family 
was 16th century in dJte. 

The foundations of the north ch<~pcl and south porch of the medieval church lie within the churchyard adjJcent to the 
presen t church. 

MODERN CIIURCII 
-1 he present church was built in 187 5 by the Jrchitect E 8 Ferrey on the foundations of the old church. excluding the 
north chapel and south porch. The new tower was built on the foundaiions of the earlier one. The wal ls are of roughly 
CllUrsed local stone with modern dressings. 

In I SS7 a mausoleum was built in the northern half oftht churchy:Jrd (N LW St Asaph/ 1987 Deposit!Lianfor). 

FlTTINGS 
1\ memorial of 159Cl and a 6th-centurv inscribed stone Jre re-set in the tower of the church. 

Date Visited: 1994/5 

LlST OF REFERENCES 
Crossley & Ridgway 1945 Screens & l .olls in Wales Ardweologia Cambn:nsi.t l 'ol XC l'lll pp 176-17!! 

Cilynne SirS R 1885 Notes on tho: Older Churches in the Four Wcbh Dioceses tlrchaeologia Cambrensis rot// pp 34-35 

Grit1ilhs () M 1955 1\ Rc:pon of the [kancry l'f Penll yn and [dtirnion Journal of the Mcrioncth 1/istorica/ and Record Society No 3 Series I pp t •l-19 

Lunt WE (cd) 1926 71!,· J'a/ualtOII of:\'orwrc/11!5-1 pp -173 

Nash-Wil l i~ms V r: 1450 Thtt £uri> Cltrtsrian .\lafiiii/WIIIS of Woh·s pp 170 

RC'AHM\V 1921 ,\/cnum:lh lrn·crl/01)' pp 117-l ll< 

Thom3S Vcn 0 R I'll J 711tt 1/i.ttilrl' <!frh,• lltoc.:se of Sl A.<rt{•h l'o/111 pp I 04-109 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCJ-IES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANFROTHEN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANFROTH EN PARfSH CHURCH PRN: 7006 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Mcrioncth NGR: SH62234117 
DEDICATION: BROTH EN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Closed 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

Very Good 
Medium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings Good 
Potential for archaeological investigation \/, )uu,, 
Group Value Po,,. 

GENERAL 
An attractive church and ofthc typ ical plan of continuous nave and chancel. but of particular importance for its triple 
lancet east window of the 13 th cl!ntu ry. In addition there are opposing doors, probably of the same uate, and a later 
medieval roof and screen. 

CEMCTERY 
fhe churchyard is irregular in fom1 "ith a curved stone-walled boundal). The churchyard was used for burial until 
recent I} rhc mam entrance to the churchyard was originally on the nonh. 

CIIURCII 
fhe church cons1sts of a con tinuous nave and chancel 72 feet and 6 1nches m length and 26 feet wide (Gresham n.d.). 
The build ing, according to the cast window, which is a triple lancet of which the jambs are of small local stone laid 
hom.ontally, is of 13th century date: there is a simi lar single lancet in the west wall, although this one is larger, 
and probab ly of later dutc, possibly even 19th century. 

There arc opposing doorways ::11 the wc~t end, of which the north one has a pointed arch of long thin voussoirs; the south 
door IS probably similar. but has b..:cn plastered over. The nonh door is now blocked. 

The arch-braced roof trussc:s and purl ins appear late! medieval (15th century?) in date. 

In the !Jte 17th or carl) 18th ccntul) single lancets were inser1ed in the north and south walls of the chancel 

flwrc 1<; a modern south porch and the other windows were inscrt..:d 111 the 19th century. 

f'l n'INCiS 
rhc rood screen is of nine bays, four either side a central t.loor, '' ith a wainscot of two horizontal planks, in which 

oblong openmgs have been s~mn The ba) s arc divided by moulded uprights, which are jointed into a moulded head beam, 
no" sevcn:ly mutilated. although its original mouldings can still be seen at either end (Crossley and Ridgeway 1945. 
178·9). The screen is not easy to date. but it may be original to the construction of the church, or of sl ightly later 
(I 'l th century) date. East of the screen IS another beam resting on the wall plates with a series of triangular cuts on 
the unders1de, which presumably once formed part of the rood loft. Oeh ind the altar is a length of carved plank 
t.lecorated with a vine-leaf pattern atH.l )Upported between two 17th century bench-ends: it is thought to have once been 
pan of the roof timbers, possibly situatt:d above the Rood (Crossley and Ridgeway 1945, 178-9). The octagonal font is 
of the late 15th century, and is Situated in a corner between a smu ll box pew and a bench: there is a horizontal rail 
some JOcm off the ground in an arc around the font between the pew and the bench. There arc some 17th century bench 
ends. The seating was added in the 19th and 20th centuri~:s. 

OTHER 
The walls are of localuncoursed stone wtth gntstone dressings. 

The external elevations are pointed With good stone definition. The interior is plastered_ 

Date V 1sited: 1994/5 

LIST OF HEFERE:'IiCI:.S 
Crosslc:) & Ridgway 19-15 Screens & Llllls 111 W:~lc' . lrcha<·afvgra Cambr•·mtr ru/ XCI'/11 pp 178-tXO 

RC i\ll.\1\\ t 112 I 1/c:rt<m<'lh /nn•ntun• i1P I :!:!·t:! J 



GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: MEIRJONNYOD LLANGEL YNTN PARJSH CHURCH (MER) 

LLANGELYNTN PARISH CHURCH (M£R) PRN: 7013 

PRE 1974 COUNTY; Merioneth NGR: SH57120T20 
DEDICATION: CELYN IN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumaner STATUS: Occasional usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidenc.: 

GENERAL 

Good 
Medium 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A picturesque church right on the edge of the cliff above the sea. It consists of a continuous nave and chancel of 
possible 12th century date, with a north porch which has a bell-cote above its gab le. It is of interest for its early 
date, and the fittings and wall paintings. 

CEMETERY 
The churchyard is rectangular in fonn with a ~tone-walled boundary. The churchyard is raised 0.5 m on the south sidt:, 
1.5-2 m on the west side. 0.8-2 111 on the north side and the eastern side has been temaced into the sloping ground. 
The churchyard was used for burial until recently. The main entrance to the churchyard is by a l~ch gate, \\-hich was 
restored tn 1884 on the cast side. fhere is a slllc next to the gate. 

CHURCH 
The church consists of a continuous nave and chancel, '' llh a south porch which has a steeple on 1ts gable. 

The nave and chance l are possibly or 12th century date: there is no structural difference bet\vecn them, and there is a 
slit window with an internal round arch probably of this date in the we~t wall. There are two tomb niches on either 
side of the altar" l11ch date from the I -lth-century. 

Good 
,\ l.•dwm 
Pnor 

In the 15th century the present hammer-beam roof was built and windows oftwo ltghts with rounded-heads and square label 
were inserted in the cast ends of the north and south wulls of the chancel. A squint, now blocked, lit the rood screen. 
rhe south door :md porch with its unusual steeple on the gable may be of this date. 

In the I 9th cen tury tht: c~::ntrn l south'' indo I\ nnd the two western"" indows of the north wall were added. 

FITTINGS 
There is an unusual chancel screen'' hid! incorporates clements of an earlier late med1eval rood screen. fhe present 
pews date from I823. many of them have their owners nilmcs on them. fhere are I 7th century paintings on the north wall 
of the chancel. There 1s a marble memorial or 1785. 

OfHER 
The walls are of local rubble: the lower courses use thinner slabs, when:as the upper courses haw squarer blocks. 
Gritstonc dressings. Modern slatt: roof. 

The C.\tcrior is pomted '' 1th mcliJum stone dclin111on. The nuenor is plastered. 

Then: church is stone llngged. 

There IS a drainage trench around the porch 

Date Visited: I 99415 

I.IST OF REFER£~CES 
Cros~lcy & R1dg1~a)' 1945 S.:recns & Ll>tls in Wales .lrchaeologw Ct~mbre/ISIS I oi.\CI Ill pp 11!0-1111 

Glynnc Sirs R 1901 N\11CS \Ill the Older Churches in the Four Wcl~h llinccscs r ll'dlt.Jt!IIIO[{ic1 Combrt'IW.< l'ol Ll'l rr 139 

ll1rs1 A cl980 A Grnde IV the . IIICI£'111 Church of Lltmg.:(rrwr pp 1-8 

Hughes & NMth 1914 /h.: Old Churcltl!s o[Snowdomu pp 72-R6 

Lunl WE (cd) 1926 /7,.• l'u/uor,on u(SoriiiCh I ~5./ pp 196 

Palmer A N 1886 The f'nrt1unary Churches of MediCI al North Wales . lrdun•olog•a Combr.:nsr.< l'o/111 pp 19t- t 92 

2Q.t 



GAZETTEER OF CH URCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANGEL YNIN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 

RCAIIMW 19~1 .lfertoneth lnvrmrory pp 129 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRJONNYOD LLANGOWER PARJSH CHURCH 

LLANGOWER PARISH CHURCH PRN: 70 16 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH90423226 
DED!CATLON: CYWA IR; GEORGE 
DIOCESE: St Asaph RURAL DEANERY: Penllyn STATUS: Regu lar usc 

ASSESSMENT RA TlNGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architecrural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A single cell church with bell-cote and a south porch, dating mainly from restorations ofthe late 18th centttry and 

Poor 
Good 
Poor 

1871, with no medieval architecture other than the lower courses of masonry remaining. The mound in the ch urchyard is 
of interest. 

CEMETERY 
The large squarish graveyard with rounded comers is cut into the natural slope, it is bounded by a stone wall on the 
east side, and a stone bank on the other s ides. Entrances are found in the east and south boundaries. Traces of an 
earlier boundary are visible in the south part of the cemetery. The area around the chu rch is sl ightly raised fa lling 
off quite steep ly to the west. There is a large yew tree on a mound to the east ofthe church. and a low mound on the 
south side of the church w1th older gravestones clustered on anJ around it. 

CHURCH 
A small church of con tinuous nave and chancel with west be ll-core and south porch. 

It was described in 1729 as "small and very dilapidated, consisting of a continuous nave and chancel, the latter, equal 
to nearly one-half of the church. mooded and wainscotteJ, with a small ruinous gallery at the west end" (Thomas 19 I 3, 
II 1 ), 

The church was re-built between I 778 and 1781. and again in I S71. 

The lower courses of masonry are probably mt:dieval, but much re-bu ilding has taken place. The roof has been raised, and 
the origina l he ight can be seen in the enst gable. There are blocked open ings visib le in the east end and the west end 
of the norlh wall. 

The present church has three: modern twn ltght wood framed windows in the south wal l, and twu in the north wall, with a 
simibr triple lancet in the east wnll. The roof is modern. 

FITTINGS 
The font is a cylindrica l bowl of probable med ieval date on an octagona l stem of late-medieval dme. There is a 
Jatestone of 1773 on o stone above the central window in the !iouth wall (RCAHMW say 1772). 

OTIIER 
The walls are of roughly coursed local stone. Modern slate roof. 

Render complete ly covers the west wall and bell-cote while the others are pointed with reasonable stone definition. The 
interior is plastered. The floor has been lowered, and covered with timber boards. Bad structural cracks arc apparent 
in the east and north walls. 

Date Visited: 1994/5 

LIST OF REfER ENCES 
Glynn~: Sir~ R 18!)5 Noles un the Older Churches in Lhc four Welsh OJ,,c~>CS Arclraeologia Combrensis l'o/11 pp 35 

Griffiths G lVI 1955 t\ Rerun L>fthc Deanery of Penllyn and Eddminn Journal oft h.: Menonetlr Historicol ond Record Society No 3 Seril!s 1 PP 19-22 

RCAHMW 1921 ,\lerimretlr lm•rntory pp 131 

Thnmos Yen DR I 913 Tire 1/istory o,f 1he Dioces~ o,[ S t ,tsaplr l'n/111 pp 111 -11 3 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANUWCHLLYN PARISHCHURCH 

LLANUWCHLLYN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7037 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: NGR: SH87363030 
DEDICATION: 
DIOCESE: 

Merioneth 
DEINIOL 
St Asaph RURAL DEANERY: Penllyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Very poor 

Ve1y poor 

Poor 

Survival of fittings Medium 
Potential for archaeological investigation Poor 
Group Value J'uc1r 

A modern church built in 1873 on the site of a medieval church. It is assumed that the earlier church lies under lhe 
modern one. Of note is the 14th century effigy wh ich lies in a recess in the sanctuary of the present church. 

CEMETRY 
The churchyard was almost circular until it was extended to the east and south west It is enclosed by a raised dry 
!>lone wall with traces of a former raised internal boundary on the east and south sides close to the church. The lych­
gate, in the north west of the boundary wall, was bu ilt in 1725. There is a sundial dated 1763. The path has been 
lowered. 

MEDIEVAL CHURCH 
The medieval church was taken down in 1872 when the present church was built. It consisted of a chancel and nave with a 
south aisle of live bays added in the 17th century by Rowland Vaughan ofCaergai (recorded on a tablet in the present 
church). A western gallery was put up about 1745, probably when the rood loft was taken down (Thomas Ven D R 1913, 
115) 

MODERN CHURCH 
The present church was built in l 873 to designs by E B rerrey. The church has two parallel aisles, a lthough the south 
<li51e stops short of the west end of the nave. The chance l occupies the east end of the north aisle with a vestry to 
the south. Thac is a north porch and west bell-cote with one bell. 

FITTINGS 
The font is a pi<~ in octagona l bowl of medieval date. J n a recess in the north wall of the chancel is an effigy of lcu<lll 

ar Gruft)'dd up Madog ap lorwerth as a !\night in aJ1110Ur, dated 1395 (Gresham C A 1968, 195-198 l. 

OTIIER 
The walls are or cours~d snecked rubble with modern dressings. Modem slate roof. 

The exterior walls arc pointed with good stone definition. The chancel is paved with glazed tiles. 

There nre drainage channels, obscur~d by vegetation, around the church. 

Dnte Visited: 1994/5 

LIST OF K£Fl-:Rf.NCES 
Gl}nnc SirS R l!ISS Noles un the Older Church.:s in the Four Welsh Dioccs~s Archacologw Cwnbrensts l"o/ II pp 35·36 

Gresham C i\ I 968 ,\/edittval Stone C of'\'111.1: in ,\'orth Walt·s pp 195·198 

Gril'lilhs G M I 955 A Rq>on uflhe o~ancry of Penllyn and Edeirnion J0111 nul of th~ tll<'rionetlt 1/tsforical and Ro>cord Society No 3 Seru?s I PP 9- 14 

L.unl WE (<:1.1) !()26 77tc l'alccotion ojNonric/rll5.J pp ~72 

l'..:nnam T 199 1 .I Tour in Wales l'o/ 11 pp 85 

RCAHMW 1921 Merionetlt lnl'entory• pp 141 
Ru,~lanll$ [ W I 977 Uan,~enllwyfo Churches Trcmsoctirm.i of the Anglfsey Antiquariun Soctety 19r -1978 pp I 47- I 58 

l'homas V~n DR 1913 7Jre 1/istOI)' oftlte Dtot:~se ofSt Asaplr l'o/111 pp 113-117 

297 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANYCIL PARISH CHURCH 

LLANYCIL PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7040 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH91473485 
DEDICATION: BEUNO 
DIOCESE: St Asaph RURAL DEANERY: Penllyn STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RAT INGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Poor 
Medium 

Survival offinings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

A church of medieval origins. which contains Roman brick in the lower courses, but which was fully restored with new 
windows and roof in the later 19th cenlllry. The 18th and 19th century memorials are of oote. 

CEMETERY 

1\tfediuJn 
Poor 
Medium 

The large well kept rectangular graveyard is surrounded by a dry stone wall. The churchyard was enlarged m I 897 to the 
north. and aga in in 1944 to the east (ZIPE/20/ 11 0). The Victorian lych gate at the north west corner was renovated in 
1987. The RCAHMW record a few semi-circular stones in the graveyard wall close to the entrance, thought to have been 
tht! steps of a former cross and later dial (RCAHMW 192 1, 146), but these were not noted during th is vis it. 

CHURCII 
The church consists of <:l continuous nave and chancel with west bell-cote, a north porch and a south vestry. 

The church was largely re-built in 18!:) I by E. B. Ferrey, and only the lower walls are of med ieval date. Roman brick or 
tile, rnentioneJ by Edward Lhuyd ( 1660-1709) as coming from Caergai, can be seen in the lower courses of the walls where 
the porch meets the north W<:l ll . 

The windows are all modern, and arc <lssumcd to dme rrom the restoration of I ggJ. l'here are three square headed and one 
pointed in both the nonh and south walls. the pointed window being at the east end on each wall, each is of one or two 
cinqudoil lights. The C"asl window is of three lights. the stained glass of which was fiued in 1883 (ORO ZPE/20124 ). 

FITTINGS 
An old bench in the church is dated 1657. ;\r the west end of the south wall of the church on the outside is a tablet to 
John Vaughan of Cefn Bodig dated 1671. There are 18th century memoria ls within the church . Within the cemetery is the 
grave of Thomas Charles (I 7 55- 1 g 14 ). famous for his preaching. and leadership of the Welsh Method ists, to whom a statue 
was erected in Baln in !895. 

OTI IER 
The walls are of loca l uncoursl'd rubble " ith modern dress1ngs. Modern slate root. 

The exterior is pointed with good stone definition. a lthough this is somewhat obscured by ivy to the west of the south 
wall and on the vestry. The interior is rlastered. 

Drainage channels arc visible outs ide the: north. south and c:ast walls. 

Date Visited: t 994/5 

l.IST OF REHRENC'I::S 
Crossley & Ridgwny 19·15 Screens & Lolls in Wales . lrclroeologin C'umbrcnsis f'oi.\'Cl'lll pp 18 1-182 

Glynnc SirS R 1885 Notes on the Older Churd1e; in the Four Welsh Dioccs~s Archaeo/ogio Cambrcnsis J'ol ll pp 36 
Griniths G M 11155 A Report of the Deanery of Penllyn Md Edcimion Journal of the Alerioneth l!tstortcul and R!!cord Soc1ety .Vo 3 Series I PP ::!-9 

RCAIIMW 1921 Mcnoneth!m•et~tory• pp 1-15 
1'110mas Vcn DR 1913 1hi'IIF.~tnryafthc /Jioces~ ofSt.lwph l'ol Ill pp 111!-123 

198 



GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: MEIRIONNYDD LLANYMA WDDWY PARISH CHURCH 

LLANYMAWDDWY PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7041 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioncth NGR: SH90331904 
DEDICATION: TYDECHO 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Cyfei llog and Mawddwy STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
f'oor 
f'Mr 

Survival of fittings /lf,•dinm 
Potential for archaeological investigation /Juur 

Group Value Poor 

This t:hurch is first mentioned in the Valuation of Nonvich of 1254 (Lunt W E I 926.471 ), but has been almost entirely 
rebuilt in the 19th century. The rncdi~val font is of in terest. 

CEMETERY 
The graveyard is very large w1th a road on the south west side which, along with the west side, is curvilinear. Bounded 
by dry stone walls. To the nonh the ground is terraced and rises steeply up to a boundary bank sum1ounted by a field 
''all. The ground falls away to the we~t of the church. The north west boundary has been straightened and a bank 
possibly denotes the onginal boundary on the west side which was superceded by the road c 1846. There is a modem lych­
gate c~t tht: southem entrance to the graveyard. The path has been lowered by O.Jm and the western end has been sufaced 
'' 1th tannac 

CIIURCII 
This church consists of a nave with bdl-cote. chancel and south porch. 

The present structure appears to have been rebuilt from foundation level in the 19th century, although no archive 
mformat1on has been found to say ''hen ::~nd by whom. All the windows are modem double or single cusped lancets. except 
the ca~t '~hid1 IS triple; the uourW<I} 1~ pu111ted and modem, nnd so, probably, is the pointed chancel nrch. The roof is 

modem. The vestry is in the nonh-\~cst comer'' ith a boiler room below. 

I he IO\\er part of the south wall bt:>low sill level may be of met.licval date. and there is a plinth visible at the foot of 
the \\est wall which is probab ly mcdiehll. 

rn riNGS 
The font is the only medieva l fittmg. uf probabli.: 14th century date it i~ octagonal with scalloped dccorution, and is 
presently ~1tting on a millstone 

OIHI"R 
The'' illls nrc of rough I~ courseJ l01..c1l rubble '' ith modem dressings. 1\ lodem slate roof. 

fhc e\tcnor is pointed. The in tenor'' cc;t wall is panelled and the chancel IS pointed. The flooring has been lowered 
to tlw north. fhcre are stone tlag.s at the'' est end, raised timber under the pews and tiles in the aisle and altar. 

1\ drainage trench lrn wide and ().Jm deep is vis ible around the north nnJ south of the nnvc and chancel. 

Date V1s1ted: I <J94/5 

I lS I Of RI:.FERE\"Ct::S 

lunl \\- f (cd) IQ26 71u: Jalut~IIOII u{ \cmo1th /:!5.f pp ·HI 

RCAII!\1\\' l'l21 1/aum~th lm·,·ntnry pp II:' 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD MAENTWROG PARJSH CI lURCH 

MAENTWROG PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7047 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merloneth NGR: Sl-166454053 
DEDICATION: TWROG 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy Sf A TUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval arch itecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Ve1y poor 
Very poor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

fhis site is now occupied by a modem church built in 1896 on the site of a medieval building. The present church still 
u1corporates origina l fabric in the lowest courses of the north and south walls. 

CEMETERY 
fhe cemetery is rectilinear and bounded by a stone \~all I m high. The main entrance is a timber framed lych gate. with 

c;late panels, of 1897 wtth a small spire and clock. There is a narrow path between houses to the church. There is a 
small gate to the north and a door into a garden in the south ea~t There are three old yew trees to the south of the 
church. The stone of I wrog has been en.•ctcd to the east of the south porch with a gravestone dated 1691 next to it. 

Cl lURCH 
rhc present church conststs of a nave with narrower chancel, a north vestry. a south porch. a square tower and spire. It 
''as built to a dcstg.n by John Douglas in 1896. This church rl!placed a previous one built in 1814, "' hich in tum replaced 
the medieval church ltts possible that some of the fabric of the lowest cousres of the north and south walls of the 
nave is medieval but no dateable features survive. 

No details or descriptions of the medieval church have been locatt:d. 

f· ITTINGS 
All the fittings. '' tth the cxeption of a memorial of 1703, appear new. The stone ofTwrog (Maen T" rog), a sandstone 
pillar 1.1m high. h.tc; been erected to the ''est of the south porch 

0 f"IIER 
I he w::~ lis are of cour'it!d ru bblc with ri hhon point in g. The roo f. tower and spin.! arc of slate. 

There are dratnage ti!Jturcs '' ith sump~ and channels around the church 

D.ue Visued t9<1.l "' 

liS r OF REFEREM L'l 
llr\ll\"11 R L 19S7 rh~ l'ari'ih nf I'I~Siinlll!; \lilh 1\l.lcOI\\rog Joumal of thc .\lt:nont:lh lhstoncalaml Nt!cord SoCII!/)' J 'of X pp 241·2-13 

( .r~'hum C 1\ 197 1 ,\ Rum;m Jn~criht.:d '>tllrl~ ln.> Ill ;\Jacnm rug Journ.d n(1hc \fcnoncllr I lt.Hon cul unJ Ro?cord SoCii!/)' J 'of J"l PP 225·2:!6 

Rt t\1 I \1\\ lll21 1/,•t lllllt'lh /111·,·nton pp t5 I 
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GAZEITEER OF CH URCH ES: MEIRIONNYDD M/\LLWYD PARISH CHURCH 

MALLWYD PARISH CHURCH PRN: 70-48 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH86281 235 
DEDICA TTON: TYDECHO 
DIOCCSE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Cyfei liog and Mawddwy STATUS: Regular usc 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Good 
Medium 
Aledmm 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological investigation 
Group Value 

AI ed111111 
~ lt•dt//111 

Pvnr 

An interesting church, with some medieval work, but mostly of the 17th century, wnh a wooden tower of a style which is 
typical of areas east and south of Mallwyd. The 17th century wort-. is associated with Rev . .John Davies, who was 
responsible for compiling "The Webh and Larin Dictionary" of 1632. The church is listeu in the Valuation of Norwich of 
1254 (Lunt 1926, 4 71). This church was visited by Pennant during his Tour of Wales in 178 1 who was struck by the fact 
that. m defiance of the archbishop, the altar was situated in the middle of the church (Pennant r 1991, 92). A good 
description of the church is g1ven by Hughes in 1916 '~ith little having changed since (Hughes 1916). 

CEMETERY 
fhe cemetery is curvilinear~ ith a stone wall boundary. The wall is capped by large slate slabs around most of the 
circumference apart from a short stretch to the south cast. Thert: are two entrances, the main gate being to the south 
west of the church and the other to the north east. The main gravel path to the south porch has been lowered by 0.3m. 
fhe small path to the north east has frequent sl::lte slabs and has not been lowered. The chun:h is situated on a rock 
outcrop and the cemetery is raised by 5-6m above the road to the north and the lane to the west. To the sollfh the grounJ 
Is 1-2m above a farm track and is bounded by a house and garden to the east. There is a sma ll cottage against the north 
cast boundary wall and the old heating house with chimney against the western boundary. There is an ancient yew tree to 
the south of the church and the head of a three-light window dated 1613 beside a cut down yew tree to the south east of 
the chancel. The most recent burial took place. in a family plot to the south of the porch. m I 985 of a local woman who 
lived to be I 00 years old. 

CIIURCII 
/\ church of continuous nJve and chancel" ith a" ootlen tower formmg a bell-cote at the west end and a south porch. 

lhc nave is earlier than the chancel,"~ can be seen by the change in wall thickness towarus the cast end . Thl' nave 
walls are poss ibly 13th century. a date suggested by the presence of a blocked lancet window in the west wall. but they 
l ould be of 15th or 16th Cl!ntury date. There is a blod.ed door in the south wall of about this dntc with a segmental 
an:h of rough voussoirs. The present south door is 17th century, and there is a square headed door to the tower at the 
"est end. Another blocked door at the enst end of the south \Hill has a shouldered arch. A I so in the south wall are two 
17th ccntur) windows. lengthened into donners in the 19th century. There is a blocked window and possibly a blocked 
, !Jt \\ indow to the west of the ea!>tern \vindow m the south wall fherc is a change of fabric vis ible in the south wall. 
to the east of the central blocked doorway, ''hich is not discernible in the north wall. In the north wall are two 
windows of 18th century date. a 17th century window extended into a dormer and a modern window at the east end. ll1cre 
is n blocf.-.cJ window to the eJ\t of the two square windows. 

fhc scats at the west end of the church are raked up to rest on the old gal lery beam. Late medieval roof trusses in rhe 
nave have been mutilated by the removal of the tie-beam and struts below the collar beam. The chancel has a wooden 
ceiling supported on curved principal~. The feet of the brackets of the second principal from the east are carved. The 
~outhern bracket shows a lion, now pninted red, and the northern bracket shows a unicorn. painted \\hite, with a gold­
painted fleur-de-lys below. 
The west end ofthe church now houses the vestry, and also the 17th century timber tower, supported on massive angled 
timbers with a sill piece between. 

rhe chancel was added in the 17th century, and has a perpendicular window of three lights with segmental arch of 
probable 17th century date. There is a blocked square headed doorwny in the south wall. The roof trusses nrc formed from 
massive timbers with arched moulued tie-beams. 

The porch is dated 1641: heavy upright timbers support tie beam trusses with diagonal struts and wooden pegs. The date 
AD 510 has been carved on the tic beam above the church door The wooden roof has rafters with horizontal ribs and 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD MALLWYD PARISH CHURCH 

panels. There is a small rectangular opening in the east wall. The floor is of slate slabs. the walls are plastered and 
the roof is of slate. A large animal rib and another bone arc fixed above the outside of the porch arch, which were 
found locally nearly rwo hundred years ago. 

The tower. containing three bells dated 1642, 1685 and 1738 (Hughes 19 16, 75), is weatherboardcd with a pyramidal slate 
roof. There is a sound louvre on the t:ast side and sound holes to the north and south. A new board on the sou th side of 
the tower is a reconstruction of an older one bearing the perforated inscription "SOLIDEO SANCRUM ANNO CHRISTl MDCI". 

A foundation plinth is visible along the west end of the north \\all and the cast end of the south wall 

rtTTINGS 
Thi! altar has a black marble slab donated in 1734 and a small octagonal font, also of black marble, of the same date 
rhree bells bear the dates 1642, 1685 and 1738. There is a possible re-used carved stone in the east wall to the south 
of. and just below. the east window. The pews, two galleries and other fumiture are modem. 

O'IHER 
fhe walls are of loca l rubb le. The roof is modem slate with two small dormers to the south of the west end and one to 
the north. The tower is weather-boarded. 

The C\tcrior walls are pointed with meuium stone detinition and ivy on the nonh and west walls. The interior is 
plastered 

Then: are new raised timber bo<:~rds und~r the pews and slate slabs under the carpets in the aisle and chancel. There are 
3-4 older boards at the east end of the: so111hem pe,.vs containing a commemorative slate plaque to John Davies 1567-1644. 

Date Vtslted: I ll94 /5 

1.1'1 f OF REFDU. "\"Cl::S 
IJI~nnc ~~~ S R I 'JO t Noll!!> on the Older Churches 10 the Four Wcl~h Dw~c>c~ .irdwt•alogiu Camilrens1~ J'u/11"1 pp I·Hl 

!lug he~ II I') 16 1 he Church ol S I") dccho. \I Jill\> d lrclw.:o/og/(1 Cumhr~nm l'ol \T/ pp 6 7-8-1 

I unl w L (cd) 1916 Tlt.t l 'aluu/IQII of \"orurclt I !5-I rr 171 

f•cnnanl r Ill')( I lt~ur 111 llul.•s J u/11 pp •11 

IH. \11\1\\ 1<121 11.-rwnt"lhlnwn/o, Jlpl'~> 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDD PENNAL PARISH CHURCH 

PENNAL.. PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7057 

PRE 197·1 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH69970039 
DEDICATION: PETER AD VINCULA 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Cyfeiliog and Mawddwy ST 1\TUS: Regu lar usc 

ASSESSMENT RA TJNGS 
Surv1val of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural inve::.llgation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Poor 
1\-ledwm 

Survival of fittings Ponr 
Potential for archaeological investigation M ... ·,/ium 
Group Value 0outl 

The present church is an 18th century building, but built on the site of a medieval church. The church is mentioned in 
the Valuation of Norwich of 1254 (Lunt W E 1926, 196). The group value is raised by the presence of a roman fort to the 
south-east and a motte to the south-west. 

CEMETERY 
fhe \\ell kept O\al graveyard has roads on all sides. The graveyard IS bounded by a stone '"all. l he interior is raised 
0 5m to the south, 1-I..Sm to the north west and 1.5-~m to the east. The road to the south was w1dened in 1991 when pan 
of the graveyard was removed to a depth of 1.5m (Barfoot J 1993). During this work 91 memorials were recorded 
identifying 174 inhumations. The memorials removed were subsequently laid flat inside the walls. No archaeological 
ev1dencc for any earlier structures was found but finds included fragments of Roman tile and opus signinum. Roman brick 
can bt: seen at the t!astem end of the north wall of the church and in the graveyard wall to the south of the west gate. 
rhe south west comer of the graveyard, having been lowered, is now gravelled . There are no traces of former boundaries 
or of extensions to the graveyard. There are entrances to the west and south east of the church, the Inner having a 
lych gate of uncertam date. The path has been lowered by 0.3m and surfaced with tarmac. 

CHU RCH 
lhc church consists of a continuous nave and chancel probably builL in the 18th century with an added south porch, north 
vcc;try and lo" square tower. It is built of long regular shaped dressed blocks with those of the upper east wall and 
upper south wall being narrower 

l"he n:wr hns two square heaJcd windows in the north wall and three in the south wall. The eastern window in the south 
"all is in!>erted into a doorway that was blocked in I 86 7 (Z/PE/30/9). The western window appears to be an insertion of 
inl't::rior quality. There is a square hcaJed Gc01·gi::ln 1\oindow in the west wall and a round headed window in the east. 

r he square be Iff) above the western gable end is sum10unteJ by a pyramidal tiled roof and has four slaned rectangular 
upcnings. The roof retams some ol the origmal late 16th or early 17th century timbers. Wooden arches at the west end 
nf the church may indicate the location of a former gaiiCI)'. The tiled south porch is located at the west end of the 
nave I\ ith the roof level with the caves or the church roof. The doorway has a rounded chamfered arch. 

lhe tiled veSt!)', designed by Henry Kennedy and built c 1900. is located at the west end of the nonh side of the nave. 
The apex of the roof is slightly above the eaves of the m<~in church roof. There is a round headed window in the north 
wa ll of the vestry and a square headed window in the east wall. Below the vestry is a boi ler room accessed by outside 
sta1rs on the cast siJc. The church has an under floor heating system. 

FITTINGS 
fhe font is l 8th century. There is a bronze age urn in a glass case by the door to the nonh vestry. Marble memorials 
inside the church bear dates of 1717, 177?. and 1797. 

OTHER 
lhe walls are of coursed stone blocks with modem dressings. Slate roofs. 

The exterior ofthe church is pointeu with good stone definition . There are large subsidence cracks in the south east 
and north east corners of the church poss ibly outlining the rebuild with the upper south and north walls. 

I" he interior of the church is plastered. 

t"hc llltcmal floor area was IO\\ ered by 2'6" c I QQ I (BfF'431 ). The tloor has timber boards under the pews with tiles in 
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GAZETIEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRIONNYDO PENNAL PARISH C HURCH 

the aisle. The west end is carpeted. There is wooden panelling around the altar with ornate altar rails. 

I\ drainage trench 2m wide and 0.8m deep with gravel in the bottom is located on the north side of the nave 

Date Visited: I Q94/5 

US f OF REFEJU""'( LS 
nartiJOl 1 I <19] Pcnn.ll Chur.:hyanl .lrchar:ology Ill ll'u{o!S Vo ]_\ pp 86·87 

l.un! W E (cd) I \126 fit.: l 'ulttalmll nf \ 'amtclt 115-1 pp 196 

HCAIIMW 1921 .l ll!l'lfJII,'tlt l11velllan• pp J(i(J 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCH ES: MEIRIONNYDD TAL Y LLYN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 

TA L Y LLYN PARISH C HURCH (MER) PRN: 7070 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH71070939 
DEDICATION: MARY 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Cyfeiliog and Mawddwy STATUS: Occasional use 

ASSESSMENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval arch itecLUre 
Potential for arch itectura l investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Mttdium 
Pam· 

Survival of fitti ngs 
Potential for archaeologica l investigation 
Group Value 

1\ smal l church of medieval date, but much restored so that dating its origin is not possible. It consists of a 
continuous nave and chancel with later south chapel and south porch. Its principal fea ture of note is the painted 
barrel cei ling above the chancel, of unknown date but possibly 16th century. 

CEMETERY 
Elongated and polygonal, the church lies on the long edge of the nonh-west s ide. There is a raised area west oftht 
church. It is bounded by stone walls, with open fields on the south and east sides. The east end of the cemetery is 
probably a later ex tension. There are rwo en1rances, both with lych gates, in the north and west sides. 

CHURCH 
A church of continuous nave and chancel with south chape l and south porch . Restoration has removed nearly all early 
evidence. The masonry is medieva l. and the nave and chance l appear to be one bu ild, with the south chapel probably 
added in the 16th cen1ury. However, there is a s light difference of alignment visible along the north wall between the 
nave and the chancel, so perhaps the laner is of later date .. The south chapel is separated from the chancel by a 
wooden parti1ion. 

fhe most interesting feature is the boarded ceiling divided into square panels with carved bosses at the intersections, 
each square with nn alternate red anu white rose on white and red. RCAHMW ( 192 1, 164) suggest it is 1600 in date. 
Odd ly, Glynnc, who visited the church in 1850 does not mention it, although a drawing of the ceil ing was done in I 841 
(Cross ley and Ridgc11 ay 19-15, 182) The l::ltter believe it pre-dates 1600. 

rhe church was restt1reu in 1876. 11 hen all the windows were renewed, and the roof, although retnining some original 
1 imbers. was re-built. Large parts of the Cil.St and west walls appear to have been re-bu ilt a lso, although some of this 
wor'-. was done in 191-1 by llarokl Hughes (N I. W 8 /F /466 ). 

FITliNGS 
Traces oflhc rood screen remain (Crossley and Ridgeway 1945. 182) 

OTI IER 
!"he walls arc of roughly coursed schisl slabs with modern J ressings and modern slate roof. 

rhe exterior of the church is pointed with good stone definition. the exterior of the south chapel IS rendered. ·n 1e 
Interior is plastered . 

There is a drain around the south chapel 

Dare Visited: 1994/5 

U ST OF R£f£RE:'\C'ES 
Crossley & Ritlgv.ay 1'1.!5 S.:r~cn~ & Lo1\s lrl Wt~lcs .lrchueologia Cambrensis l'ol XCVIII pp t82 

G lynnc Sir I, R 190 I Notes on the Older Chur~hc> in the Four Welsh Dioceses Archoeo/ogia C'ambrensis l'o/ Ll'l pp 140 

RCt\111\ IW I '121 \h•flum·tll lm·elltory pp I (H 
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GAZETTEER OF CHURCHES: MEIRl ONNYDD TRA WSFYNYDD PARJSH CHURCH 

TRAWSFYN YDO PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7071 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH70653570 
DEDICATION: MADRYN 
DIOCESE: Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ardudwy STATUS: Regular use 

AS ESSM ENT RATINGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural mvestigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

Poor 
Puor 
Poor 

Survival of fittings 
Potential for archaeological in vestigat1on 
Group Value 

A Joublc-aisled church w1th a south porch and bell-cote which has been much restored. 

CEMETERY 
The curvilinear cemdcry i<> bounded by a stone wa ll. The south east corner has been cut out to f01m a car park. There is 
a large extension to tlw west but the original stone-walled boundary is rdained within it and is raised by 1.5m. There 
are en trances with a gate into the lane to the nor1h east and o lych gate into the road to the south. The lych gate is 
of roughly coursed rubble under a slate roof with a bench niche in the east wall and a wrought iron gate. There is a 
blocked doorway in the 2-3m high wall adjoining a proper1y to the north. The main concreted path from the lych gate to 
the south porch has been lo,, ercd by up to lm. The path to the north east gate is laid witJl slate gravestones slabs. 
There is a small "ailed enclosure to the west of the nonh aisle which has been lowered by 0.5m allowing access to the 
1\CSt door 
CIIURCH 
A church of 1\~0 aisles, of '' hith the nonhem aisle is th~ original church of continuous nave and chancel. although it 
has been lengthened to the WC!>t, and the southern one a probable 16th ccrHU!) addition. It has been heavily restored, 
and little of the ongm.ll chun:h now remains. fhcrc is a straight joint sligiH iy to the south ofthe centre of the 
ea~t wall to show where the south aisle was added. 

fhe north walllhls two single l1ght wmdows. one double light and a blocked square window at the east end. There is a 
projecting section of wall O.:lm out towards the west end of the nonh wall. The bell-cote above the westem gable of 
the north aisle ha~ a n.:ctangulur opening with a single bell. The south porch , bui lt at the same time as the south 
a1sle. is of rough ly courscd rubble under a slate roof. It has a segmen tal arch of loca l unworked stone above the double 
'' oodcn doors. 

r he church was complctcl) restored 111 1853-4. when all new'' 111dows 1\aC fith:J, the roof was re-built using some 14th 
century arch-bmccd t rus~es, the original arcade wa5 completcly rebuilt us ing wood piers, roofs, the arcade (the pillars 
;,re \\ ood). There was n lir~ in 1978 "hich destroyed the western end of the church. Th is has since been restored and the 
church rc-roolctl 

riTTING~ 

! hcrt• IS an old font but other titting.s are modem 

OTHER 
The walls are of rough I~ coursed rubble Jnd nre clear I~ pointed. lnh!rnall) there •~ newly painted plaster. 

The lloors are slate p:l\ eu with timber boards under the pe" s. 

l'hcre is an earth anu gravel tilled drainage channel along the east end of the south wall with gullies on this wall and 
..tt the south cast corner of the south porch There are no drainage features elsewhere. 

Date Visited: 199M5 

LIS I' OF REFI-:IU. '\CFS 
Gi}nnc SirS R 1<>01 Notes lllllllc Older Chu r~hc~ in t h~ Four Welsh Dioc~<;cs .. lrchal!o/o~-:ia Comlncn;is l 'ol L /'1 ppl-1 1-1-12 

RCAIIMW 1921 .ll.-rtnm•I/,JnvenWr')' rP 11!0 
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GAZETTEER OF CH URCH ES: M EIRIONNYDD TYWYN PARISH CHURCH 

TYWYN PARISH CHURCH PRN: 7078 

PRE 1974 COUNTY: Merioneth NGR: SH58820095 
DEDICATION: CADFAN 
DIOCESE· Bangor RURAL DEANERY: Ysyumancr STATUS: Regular use 

ASSESSMI!:NT RAT INGS 
Survival of Medieval architecture 
Potential for architectural investigation 
Value of documentary evidence 

GENERAL 

re')' Goocl 
Medium 
Medium 

Survival of fittings Good 
Potential for archaeological investigation GoaJ 
Group Value G.l(n/ 

This site is that ofan early Clas church, and the present building retains the nave and aisles ofo 12th century 
church. It was described by the poet Llywelyn Fardd (m id 13th century) as "the glory of Mc irionydd" with "three 
magnificent altars famed for miracles", the three altars were dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. St Peter and St Cadfan 
(Gresham n.d.). Initially a crucifom1 building. the medieval tower collapsed to be replaced by a west tower in the 18th 
centuf). The church was rebuilt to a cruciform plan in the 19th century. The nave with its 12th century aisles, 
arcades and clen::storey windows is unique in Gwynedd, and of great importance. The fi tt ings. particularly the inscribed 
stone but also the two effigies. are also important. A holy well formerly stood a short distance from the church. 

CEMETERY 
:\ rectl incar cemetery. bounded by a stone wal .l. It is surrounded by roads on the west and sou th sides. but encroached 
by buildings on the north and ca~t The intcrror is raised by some 1.5 - 1 m from the outside. The path on the south 
s1de has been lo" ercd. Tht" main entrance IS through a l~ch gate (of I 90S) south-west of the church. There are possibk 
re-used ~tone mullions north-west of the church A free-standing chapt:l is recorded as having stood in the north-west 
of the churchyard, although there is no sign of this now (OS Card SH:50SE 14 ). Work carried out in 1908 (B/F/4 71) 
included re-building the south churchyard wall on a new alignment because of road widening, and building a new lych 
gate. The :>outh s1de was curved prior 10 th1s straightening. 

CHURCH 
A cruc1form church ofaiskd nave. north and south transepts Rnd chancel. 

Wllh the exception of the ncl\C the pn:scnt1.hun:h i'> li.trgcly modern, tnult in the 19th century tO replace a former 
~ru~ifonn church with central tower of I ~ th century d::tte. In 1692 the central tower fe ll down. bu t it was not rebuilt 
at that time: inslt!ad a west towa wa~ built to replace it. over the west t:ncl of the nave. This was in tum taken down 
Juring the major re-butlding oll884 (not IS-IS a., stated in RCAHM W). 

I he naw IS the only medieval part remaining. I his. however, has north and sou th nisles uf 12th cenrury date. The 
arcades Jre of thrt.!e bays (there were fou r before the construction of the 17th ct:ntury tower). of plain circular piers 
'~ithout capitals. and <;emi-c1rcubr arches. On c.1ch side of the clerestorey are four small typical 12th century windows 
"1th rounded heads and deep interior splays: the east wmdO\\ on the n011h has been renewed. All the aisle windows are 
modern. The west ''all with its triple lancet window is modern, but traces of the former 18th century tower are visible. 
The arch-braced roof of the nave is I..Jth century. The north arcade is ~upported by arched buttresses bui lt out over the 
aisle. probably dunng the 17th century work. Glynne ( 190 I, I..J I) de~cribes the church betore the 1884 restoration, 
where he states "the transepts open to the aisles b) smaller arches than those in the nave. very low and small, but of 
like form.", thereby confim1 ing the 12th century date for the original transepts. 

rhe prt:sent tower. chancel and transepts were built in 1884 by the architect John Pritchard of Llandaft~ when the 1792 
tower was taken do'' nand a new west wall built, excluding the previous fourth bay oft he nave. A new south door was 
inserted. The aisle windows also date from this restoration. The chancel appears to have been built on the foundations 
of the former one (NL W B/F/469) 

FIITINGS 
Two early 14th century effigies, one an unnamt.!d priest, the other an unnamed knight bur tradit ionally that of Gn1ffydd 
ab Adda of Dolgoch. in modern niche's in the north wall of the chancel and sanctuary (Gresham 1968. 164-193). An 
inscribed stone of 7th to 9th century date bearing the earliest known inscription in Welsh (Nash-Williams 19:50, 172). 
upright in the north aisle. On the outside of the south side of the tower a pillar stone with an incised cross. 
Octagonal font of probable 14th century date. 
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OTHER 
The walls are of local rubble. with modern dressings. Modern slate roofs. 

The nave interior is plastered and whitewashed. The exterior of the church is pointed" ith good stone definition. 

Date Visited: 1994/5 
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