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FORMER LUXOR CINEMA, PLAS YN DRE, LLANRWST 
 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY (G1850) 
 
Introduction 
 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust has been asked by Conwy County Borough Council to undertake a 
photographic record of the former cinema, Llanrwst, prior to its demolition.  The work was requested 
by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service, who will be responsible for monitoring the project on 
behalf of the local planning authority. 
 
Photographs were taken on Kodak 200 ASA film using a 28mm shift lens to minimise vertical 
distortion, and a standard 28mm to 90mm zoom lens.  A full catalogue of exterior, interior and 
demolition photographs taken is given in Appendix 1.  A selection of the photographs is appended to 
this report.    
 
Background history 
 
The former Luxor cinema at Llanrwst was designed by Sidney Colwyn Foulkes during the years 1936-
8.  It is an interesting example of inter-war architecture, and its history contributes to social, 
technological and architectural research themes.  The cinema was converted into a supermarket in the 
1970’s. 
 
Colwyn Foulkes (1884-1971) practised in Colwyn Bay.  He designed a number of award-winning 
housing schemes, and contributed to several landscape projects.  He is, however, particularly 
remembered for his cinema designs, including examples at Colwyn Bay, Rhyl, Flint, Birkenhead and 
Conwy.  Those at Rhyl, Birkenhead and Colwyn Bay have now been demolished, and though Llanrwst 
is not of the same architectural status as the better of these (Birkenhead, Conwy and Rhyl are 
considered to be the best of his work1), its importance is raised by the scarcity of the remaining 
examples. 
 
Archival sources 
 
The original architects plans of the Llanrwst cinema are at Conwy Archives, Llanrwst (reference 
number 21/2/5/5/1).  These comprise a full set of plans, elevations and sections, of which six examples 
are appended to this report.  The surviving external elevations appear unchanged from the original 
drawings, apart from the rear doors, and the boarding up of the front elevation.  One elevation (figure 
6) shows a second floor above the front with living accommodation, but this was never built. 
 
Building description 
 
The cinema was built on undeveloped land between the town and the station and close to the river (SH 
796617).  It is a large trapezoidal shaped building, 32m long, with the east-facing front being nearly 
20m wide, narrowing down to 12m at the west end.  It is built entirely of brick, and has a gently 
curving front between lower bastions, these almost echoing the drum towers of the Edwardian castle at 
Conwy.  There are central doors in the front facade, and a ground floor canopy with its original fascia.  
The upper exterior of the front is ornamented by brick horizontal banding into which are inserted a 
series of horizontal windows in three groups.  A further horizontal band marks the base of the roof 
parapet.  The towers, lit by small slit windows, contain stairs to the upper gallery.  Both side walls are 
divided by structural pilasters that have a narrower section at the top, and apparently stop at the base of 
the roof parapet.  In the first bay on each side, behind the front towers are doors (presumably the 
principal exit doors) with projecting jambs and lintel.  Partial remains of a blocked door are visible at 
the rear of the south elevation.  The rear wall is a plain brick wall, with a single central brick buttress 
that runs to the top of the roof parapet.   
 
The interior of the building was changed considerably during the conversion to a supermarket in the 
1970’s. At the time of survey the auditorium and stage no longer existed, with a levelled floor being 
constructed in its place. The doorway to the south of the stage, within the south wall had been blocked 

                                                           
1 E. Hubbard The Buildings of Wales: Clwyd (1986) 



and a new door constructed in the north wall, due to the levelling of the floor. The curving walls 
highlighting the stage still existed.  The ceiling contained its original girders and timbers. The original 
ventilation pipes were still in situ, as well as the six-lattice steel extract grills, shaft, the propeller fan 
and the motor on the exterior of the building. The spiral stairs within the two lower bastions still 
existed, leading to the first floor. The first floor remained unchanged, with the store, battery, rewinding 
and office rooms still as the original architect’s plan. The square projector windows within the west 
wall of the projector room were still in situ. The foyer area still contained the original cream and green 
tiled floor, although the manager’s office and the cleaner’s room no longer existed, creating one large 
room. The ladies toilets to the north of the foyer had been replace by a supermarket loading bay. The 
four groups of three horizontal windows within the east entrance wall were still in situ.  
 
Demolition of the building was monitored on the 14th December 2004. 
  
 















Plate 1. East elevation. G1850/01/04

Plate 2. East and north elevations. G1850/01/23



Plate 3. East side of the north elevation. G1850/01/15

Plate 4. West side of the north elevation. G1850/02/12



Plate 5. West side of the north elevation. G1850/02/11

Plate 6. West elevation. G1850/01/12. 













 
Appendix I.  List of photographs in the project archive.  
 
 
 
Archive Number 

 

 
Description 

 
Date 

G1850/01/00 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/01 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/02 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/03 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/04 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/05 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/06 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/07 Southwest view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/08 Southeast view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/09 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/10 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/11 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/12 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/13 South view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/14 South view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/15 South view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/16 North view of the east side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/17 North view of the east side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/18 North view of the east side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/19 North view of the west side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/20 North view of the west side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/21 Northeast view of the south and west elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/22 Northeast view of the south and west elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/23 Southwest view of the east and north elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/24 Southwest view of the east and north elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/01/25 Southeast view of the west and north elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/00 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/01 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/02 West view of the entrance in the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/03 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/04 West view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/05 West view of the first floor windows in the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/06 West view of the north side of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/07 West view of the north side of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/08 Southwest view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/09 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/10 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/11 Southeast view of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/12 South view of the west side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/13 Southeast view of the east side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/14 Southeast view of the east side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/15 South view of the east side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/16 South view of the entrance in the east side of the north elevation 28/09/04 
G1850/02/17 Southwest view of the east side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/18 Southwest view of the east side of the north elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/19 Southwest view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/20 Southwest view of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/21 West view of the north side of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/22 West view of the central features of the east elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/23 West view of the south side of the east elevation. 28/09/04 



G1850/02/24 Southwest view of the east and south elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/25 Southeast view of the lower bastions. Detail of the small slit 

windows and fascia. 
28/09/04 

G1850/02/26 North view of the east side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/27 North view of the west side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/28 North view of the west side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/29 North view of the west side of the south elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/30 Northeast view of the west and south elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/31 Northeast view of the west and south elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/32 Northeast view of the west and south elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/33 Northeast view of the west and south elevations. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/34 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/35 East view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/02/36 Southeast view of the west elevation. 28/09/04 
G1850/03/01 Northwest view of ceiling detail in the Northwest internal 

corner. 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/02 Northwest view of ceiling detail in the Northwest internal 
corner. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/03 Northwest view of ceiling detail in the Northwest internal 
corner. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/04 Northwest view of small door in ceiling in the Northwest 
internal corner. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/05 Northwest view of Northwest internal corner. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/06 Northwest view of Northwest internal corner. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/07 Northwest view of Northwest internal corner, including detail of 

ceiling. 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/08 Northwest view of Northwest internal corner, including detail of 
ceiling. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/9 Southwest view along internal of the southern wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/10 Southwest view along internal of the southern wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/11 West view of the internal of the western wall with ceiling detail. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/12 West view of the internal of the western wall with ceiling detail. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/13 North view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/14 North view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/15 North view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/16 North view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/17 North view of the central ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/18 North view of the central ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/19 Southwest view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/19 Southwest view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/20 Southwest view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/21 West view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/22 South view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/23 South view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/24 South view of ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/25 South view of the central ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/26 South view of the central ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/27 South view of the central ceiling detail, including pipes. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/28 North view of the ceiling detail above the western wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/29 North view of the ceiling detail above the western wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/30 South view of the eastern end of the southern wall, including 

asbestos pod and ceiling detail. 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/31 South view of the ceiling detail above the eastern end of the 
southern wall. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/32 Southeast view of the ceiling detail at the eastern end of the 
building (near the stage), including a small opening. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/33 Southeast view of the ceiling detail at the eastern end of the 
building (near the stage), including a small opening. 

10/12/04 



G1850/03/34 General view facing east. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/35 General view facing east. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/36 General view facing northeast. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/37 Northeast view of the internal of the west wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/38 Northeast view of the internal of the west wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/39 East view of the projector holes in the internal east wall. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/40 General view facing west. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/41 General view facing west. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/42 North view of the ceiling detail at the eastern end of the 

building (near the stage). 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/43 North view of the ceiling detail at the eastern end of the 
building (near the stage). 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/44 North view of the ceiling detail at the eastern end of the 
building (near the stage). 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/45 West view along northern wall, including asbestos pod. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/46 West view along northern wall, including asbestos pod. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/47 West view along northern wall, including ceiling detail and 

asbestos pod. 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/48 West view along northern wall, including ceiling detail and 
asbestos pod. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/49 East view of stair case within northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/50 East view of stair case within northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/51 East view of stair case within northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/52 South view of first floor corridor from northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/53 South view of first floor corridor from northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/54 South view of first floor corridor from northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/55 South view of first floor corridor from northeast tower. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/56 North view of first floor room marked as store on original 

architect’s plans. 
10/12/04 

G1850/03/57 North view of first floor room labelled as store on original 
architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/58 West view of the first floor room labelled as batteries on 
original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/59 West view of ceiling of the first floor room labelled as batteries 
on original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/60 West view of ceiling of the first floor room labelled as batteries 
on original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/61 Northeast view of the first floor room labelled as projection 
room in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/62 Southeast view of the first floor room labelled as projection 
room in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/63 South view of the first floor room labelled as projection room in 
the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/64 Southeast view of the first floor room labelled as projection 
room in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/65 North view of electrical box in the first floor room labelled as 
projection room in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/66 North view of electrical box in the first floor room labelled as 
projection room in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/67 West view through projector hole in first floor room labelled as 
projection room in original architect’s plans, including detail of 
auditorium ceiling. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/68 West view through projector hole in first floor room labelled as 
projection room in original architect’s plans, including detail of 
auditorium ceiling. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/69 West view of the first floor room labelled as rewinding in the 
original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/70 South view of the corridor on the first floor adjoining the south-
east tower 

10/12/04 



G1850/03/71 Southwest view of the first floor room labelled as office on the 
original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/72 South view of the entrance to the staircase in the southeast 
tower. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/73 South view of the entrance to the staircase in the southeast 
tower. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/74 East view through the window in the west wall of the first floor 
room labelled as projection room in the original architect’s 
plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/75 East view of staircase in south-east tower from the ground floor. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/76 East view of the ground floor room labelled gent’s toilets on the 

original architect’s plans.  
10/12/04 

G1850/03/77 North view of the floor of the ground floor room labelled as 
foyer in the original architect’s plans, including the divisions for 
the entrance, managers and cleaners office, which no longer 
exist. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/78 North view of the ground floor room labelled as foyer in the 
original architect’s plans. The original ladies toilets were 
originally at the far end, these were replaced with a loading bay 
with the development of Kwik Save. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/79 North view of the ground floor room labelled as foyer in the 
original architect’s plans. The original ladies toilets were 
originally at the far end, these were replaced with a loading bay 
with the development of Kwik Save. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/80 Northeast view of the ground floor room labelled as foyer in the 
original architect’s plans, including the entrance. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/81 East view of the west wall of the room labelled as manager’s 
office in the original architect’s plans. This room no longer 
exists and is included as part of the foyer. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/82 South view of the detail of the floor in the room labelled as 
foyer in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/83 South view of the detail of the floor in the room labelled as 
foyer in the original architect’s plans. 

10/12/04 

G1850/03/84 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/85 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/86 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/87 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/88 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/89 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/90 North view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/91 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/92 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/93 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/94 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/95 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/03/96 South view of the original entrance exterior of the building. 10/12/04 
G1850/04/01 Individual pipe from demolition. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/02 Southeast view. Demolition of outer toilet block  14/12/04 
G1850/04/03 Northeast view of initial demolition of stage area. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/04 East view of the demolition of the stage showing ceiling girders 

and pipes. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/05 Southeast view of initial demolition of the stage area. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/06 East view of the demolition of the stage showing ceiling girders 

and pipes. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/07 East view of the ceiling girders and pipes. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/08 Southeast view. Demolition of outer toilet block. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/09 Southeast view of initial demolition of the stage area. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/10 Southeast view of the door in the east end of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/11 Southwest view. Demolition of outer toilet block. 14/12/04 



G1850/04/12 South view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/13 Southeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/14 Southeast view of the ceiling girders and pipes. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/15 Southeast view of the demolition of the south wall, including 

detail of ceiling girders and pipes. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/16 Southeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/17 East view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/18 Detailed view of the demolished ceiling girders. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/19 Southeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/20 Southeast view of the demolition of the roof. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/21 Southeast detailed view of the demolition of the roof. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/22 Southeast view of the demolition of the roof. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/23 Southeast view of the demolition of the roof. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/24 Southeast view of the demolition of the roof. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/25 Southeast view of the inner west wall, including projector holes. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/26 Southeast detailed view of the ceiling girders and pipes. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/27 Southeast detailed view of the projector holes in the inner west 

wall. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/28 Southeast detailed view of the ceiling girders. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/29 Southeast detailed view of the ceiling girders. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/30 Southeast view of the standing south, west and north walls. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/31 Individual pipe from demolition and bricks. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/32 Southeast view of the standing south, west and north walls. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/33 Southeast view of the demolition of the room labelled as store 

in the original architect’s plans. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/34 Southeast view of the demolition of the room labelled as store 
in the original architect’s plans. 

14/12/04 

G1850/04/35 Southwest view of the demolition of the northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/36 Northwest view of the demolition of the northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/37 Southeast view of the demolition of the rooms labelled as store 

and batteries in the original architect’s plans. 
14/12/04 

G1850/04/38 Southeast view of the demolition of the room labelled as 
projector room in the original architect’s plans. 

14/12/04 

G1850/04/39 Southeast view of the demolition of the room labelled as 
rewinding in the original architect’s plans. 

14/12/04 

G1850/04/40 Southeast view of the demolition of the room labelled as office 
in the original architect’s plans. 

14/12/04 

G1850/04/41 Southeast view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/42 Southeast view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/43 Northeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/44 Northeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/45 Northwest view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/46 East view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/47 Southeast view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/48 Southeast view of the demolition of the Northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/49 Southeast view of the demolition of the Northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/50 Southeast view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/51 Northwest view of the demolition of Northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/52 Southwest view of the demolition of the Northeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/53 Southwest view of the demolition of the east wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/54 Southwest view of the demolition of the east wall and entrance. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/55 Southwest view of the demolition of the east wall and entrance. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/56 Southwest view of the demolition of the east wall and entrance. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/57 Southwest view of the demolition of the east wall and entrance. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/58 Southwest view of the demolition of the southeast tower. 14/12/04 

 
G1850/04/59 Southwest view of the demolition of the southeast tower and 

east wall. 
14/12/04 



G1850/04/60 Northwest view of the demolition of the southeast tower and the 
south wall. 

14/12/04 

G1850/04/61 Southwest view of the demolition of the southeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/62 Southwest view of the demolition of the southeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/63 Northwest view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/64 Northeast view of the demolition of the southeast tower and 

demonstrators.  
14/12/04 

G1850/04/65 Northeast view of the demolition of the southeast tower. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/66 Northeast view of the demolition of the south wall. 14/12/04 
G1850/04/67 Original lead fascia from the ground floor canopy.  14/12/04 
G1850/04/68 Original lead fascia from the ground floor canopy. 14/12/04 
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