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Figure 1. Old Police Station Location Map J 
(Source: OS Open Data Mapping Contains Ordnance Smvey data 

©Crown copyright and database right 2014) 
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Figure 2. Speed’s Plan of Caernarfon Dated 1610 (Source: Jones 1882)

Figure 3. Except from the 1777 Vaynol Survey of Estate Lands, Caernarfon
(Source: Gwynedd Archives VA.4056)
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Figure 4. Except from the 1790 Glynllifon Survey of Estate Lands, Caernarfon
(Source: Gwynedd Archives XM Maps 4573)

Figure 5. Except from an 1810 Plan of Caernarfon
(Source: Gwynedd Archives XM Maps 1398)
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Figure 6. John Wood’s 1834 Map of Caernarfon
(Source: Gwynedd Archives XM/Maps/1333/1)

Figure 7. John Wood’s 1848 Map of Caernarfon
(Source: Gwynedd Archives XM 493)
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Figure 8. Thomas Parr Williams Ellis Application for the Position of First 
Chief Constable of Caernarfon (Source: Gwynedd Archives XD2/14109)

Figure 9. 1861 Census Entry for Thomas Parr Williams Ellis and Family

Figure 10. 1861 Census Entry for the Police Station, Caernarfon
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Figure 11. Plans and Elevations of Cells Added to the Police Station 1862 
(Source: Gwynedd Archives XQA/P/6/28) 
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Figure 12. Plan if the County Hall Dated 1867 (Source: Gwynedd Archives XS/8) 

Figure 13 (Above). 1871 Census Record for Police Station 

Figure 14 (Below). 1881 Census Record for Police Station Copyright © CR Archaeology
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Figure 15. 1882 Plan of Improvements to the Shire Hall & Prison
Showing Rear of Police Station (Source: Gwynedd Archives XCA/156)

Figure 16. 1890 First Edition Ordnance Survey Map

Figure 17. 1891 Census Entry for Police Station, Caernarfon

Copyright © CR Archaeology



Fi
gu

re
 1

8.
 S

am
ue

l H
ar

ris
 (S

ea
te

d)
 &

 G
ro

up
 o

f 
C

ae
rn

ar
fo

ns
hi

re
 P

ol
ic

em
en

 c
. 1

89
0 

(S
ou

rc
e:

 H
ug

he
s 2

00
7)

Fi
gu

re
 1

9.
 S

am
ue

l H
ar

ris
 (R

ig
ht

) &
 G

ro
up

 o
f 

C
ae

rn
ar

fo
ns

hi
re

 P
ol

ic
em

en
 c

. 1
89

0 
(S

ou
rc

e:
 H

ug
he

s 2
00

7)

Fi
gu

re
 2

0.
 S

am
ue

l H
ar

ris
 (C

en
tre

 L
ef

t) 
&

 G
ro

up
 o

f C
ae

rn
ar

fo
ns

hi
re

 
Po

lic
em

en
 c

. 1
89

0 
(S

ou
rc

e:
 G

w
yn

ed
d 

A
rc

hi
ve

s X
S/

13
11

/2
)

Fi
gu

re
 2

1.
 S

am
ue

l H
ar

ris
 &

 F
am

ily
 c

.1
91

0.
 L

-R
 - 

Ed
ith

, E
th

el
, G

ilb
er

t, 
V

io
le

t, 
Fr

an
ce

s. 
Fr

on
t R

ow
 - 

Id
a,

 S
yb

il 
&

 O
liv

e
(S

ou
rc

e:
 G

w
yn

ed
d 

A
rc

hi
ve

s X
S/

34
06

/9
)

Copyright © CR Archaeology



~ ev ~' •·d·r~ t\l_ t' I' 

- .fM ~II • :.-<•~~(,~""' ! --

1 
'ltWI~#/1.. Stft - I~ 

1 ~,[;, ~-~~rf 
I rt-.rA!.utl/, ~11'''"'" , . 

Figure 22. Postcard of Ditch Street, Caernarfon 
Showing Police Station c. I 890 (Source: Gwynedd 

Archives XS/3478/430) 

Figure 23. I 900 Ordnance Survey Map of 
Caernarfon Showing Police Station 

Figure 24. 1901 Census Record for Police Station 

Figure 25. Postcard Dated I 907 Showing County 
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Figure 26. 1911 Census Record for the Police Station and Lock-up
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Figure 27. 1918 Ordnance Survey Map Showing Police Station

Figure 28. 1953 Ordnance Survey Map Showing Police Station

Figure 29. 1967 Ordnance Survey Map Showing Police Station
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Plate 7. Rear Elevation 
Showing Blocked Doorway 

& Window of Room 6
Plate 8. Rear Yard Store Sheds

Plate 9. Doorway into 
Prison Yard

Plate 10. Rear
Elevation First & 

Second Floor Windows

Plate 11. Iron Gates
Retained from Front
Of Building. To be 

Rehung as an Element
Of the Current 

Programme of Works

Plate 12. Modern Rear Extension
To be Removed as Part of Current

Programme of Works

Plate 13. Rear Elevation Showing Ground 
Floor Windows of Rooms 10 & 11 

& Fire Escape
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Plate 20. Room 3 

Plate 21. Room 3 Window Detail 

Plate 22. Room 4 

Plate 23. Demolition ofModern Wall 
Between Rooms 3 & 4 

Plate 24. Room 5 

Plate 25. Room 6 

o1 ....... .n. ..,~ ·o ----- ry I ..... u;; .O.Vo J.'-VVUI , I 
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Plate 27. Room 7 Toilet 
- To be Demolished 

Plate 28. Room 8 Staircase 

Plate 29. Room 8 Staircase Detail 

Plate 30. Room 8 Stairwell 

Plate 31. Room 8 Woodwork 
Below Stairs 

Plate 32. Room 8 Original Archway 

• 
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Plate 33. Room 9 Corridor Plate 34. Room 9 Steps
Into County Hall

Plate 35. Room 10 Cell Plate 36. Room 10 Cell

Plate 37. Room 11 Cell Plate 38. Room 11 Cell
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Plate 39. Room 12 
Plate 40. Room 12 Window 
Plate 41. View into Room 13 
Plate 42. Cell Door Room 13 

Plate 43. Room 13 
Plate 44. Window Room 13 
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~ 

Plate 45 - 46. First Floor Cell, Room 14 

Plate 47- 48. First Floor Cell, Room 15 

Plate 49 - 50. First Floor Room 16 Showing 
Enlarged Opening and Sash Window 

I Plate 51 -52. First Fioor Room 17 I 
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Plate 60. Room 21 

Plates 61 - 63. Room 22 

Plate 64. Room 23 

Plates 65 - 66. Room 24 
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Appendix B.

Specification for Archaeological Works at

Old Police Station, Caernarfon
 

NGR SH 247708 362695

Report Number CR60-2014

                C.R Archaeology
                Compiled by Catherine Rees 
                on Behalf of Mr Aled Jones, Cymen
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1.0 Introduction

C.R Archaeology have been instructed by Mr Aled Jones, Cymen to conduct archaeological works

at The Old Police Station,  Caernarfon in compliance with  conditions placed on their  planning

application (Planning Application C13/1077/14/LL).

The Old Police Station,  Caernarfon (Figure 1)  is  situated within the historic  town walls  at  the

western end of Castle Ditch, abutting the Town Wall directly opposite Caernarfon Castle. It is a

Grade I Listed Building (Listed Building Reference 3827), listed as an example of a well-preserved

19th Century public building of strong architectural character.  It  is  an integral component of an

important group of public buildings which includes the former Shire Hall and the former jail. The

Old Police Station is  also considered to be an important  contributing element  to  the setting of

Caernarfon Castle.

The  western  gable  of  the  building  incorporates  part  of  the  Medieval  Town  Wall  which  is  a

Scheduled Ancient Monument (Cn034) and part of the Caernarfon World Heritage Site. The Old

Police  Station  as  a  whole  is  within  the  essential  setting  of  the  World  Heritage  Site  and  the

Caernarfon Conservation Area.

Planning permission has been granted for a change of use for the building from a Police Station into

offices (see Appendix A for proposed plans).

This  specification  has  been  written  with  reference  to  correspondence  from  GAPS  (Ref

0105je01/D1634 dated January 5th 2012) and following a discussion and site visit (December 5th

2014) with Development Control Archaeologist Jenny Emmett of GAPS as a methodology for a

programme of works.
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2.0 Project Aims & Objectives

The aim of this programme of works are to create a Level 2/3 Building Record of the Old Police

Station, Caernarfon,

Subsequent archaeological works will aim to further enhance this record through the monitoring of

demolition works and the stripping of interior render. When structural elements have been removed

the remaining building exposed will  be photographed with scales and any blocked architectural

features/ building joints/ alterations or changes in fabric will be recorded.

This scheme of works also aims to monitor any groundworks which may be necessary to identify,

assess the survival of and excavate/record any archaeological remains uncovered.

The objectives of the archaeological programme are to provide an archive record of the building; to

increase understanding of the site’s history, development and significance; to ensure the recording

and interpretation of any information revealed during the course of the works.
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3.0 Historical Background

This section is through necessity brief and is intended merely to provide a basic outline of the

building's history. The compilation of a more detailed history will form an integral part of the final

report.

Castle Ditch is a mid Nineteenth Century Street created by Anthony Salvin, which connects Castle

Square through the gap in the Medieval circuit  of the walls  left  for the castle's  ditch (Haslam,

Orbach & Voelcker 2009: 305).

The Police Station was built  in  1853 as  the  first  County Hall  by John Lloyd (ibid:  304).  The

RCAHMW  Database  records  the  building  (NPRN  23243)  and  the  Cadw  Listed  Building

Description is as follows “Neo-classical style of 3 bays and 3 storeys, in ashlar with large pilaster

strips, slate roof behind a low coped parapet on a moulded cornice, and parallel stone end stacks.

The central pedimented bay is advanced and is rusticated in the lower storey. Its doorway is set

back in an arched recess and has double panelled doors. Flanking ground floor windows are set

back in similar arched recesses. The windows are12-pane hornless sashes in the lower and middle

storeys.  In the middle storey the central window has a segmental pediment,  the outer windows

triangular pediments. The upper storey has 6-pane hornless sash windows under hood moulds. The

central pediment has a dated tablet. The L gable end is built into the Town Wall and is rubble stone

with coped gable and freestone dressings. In the lower storey are 2 late C19 small-pane windows

under shouldered lintels. Below the L-hand window is the jamb and part of the arch of a blocked

Medieval postern gate. In the middle storey is a sash window to the right of a single over 2 panes,

while upper L is a window with 6 over 2 pane sash. The forecourt is enclosed by cast iron railings

with anthemion finials, on a dressed stone dwarf wall. Central stone steps are framed by square

panelled gate piers with moulded caps”.         
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4.0 Geographical and Geological Context

4.1 Topography

The site is located within the Parish of Llanbeblig on a fertile low-lying area overlooking the Menai

Straits. 

The Old Police Station, Caernarfon is situated within the historic town walls at the western end of

Castle Ditch, abutting the Town Wall directly opposite Caernarfon Castle.

4.2 Geology

The superficial geology of the site is described as “fluvial deposits” and the bedrock is not detailed.

The deposit is described as “normally soft to firm consolidated, compressible silty clay, but can

contain  layers  of  silt,  sand,  peat  and basal  gravel.  A stronger,  desiccated surface zone may be

present”  (www.bgs.ac.uk).
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5.0 Scheme of Works - Methodology

5.1 Scheme of Works – Methodology for Building Recording at The Old Police Station

The methodology employed will conform to the requirements of  a Level 2/3 Building Record as

specified  in  Understanding  Historic  Buildings:  A Guide  to  Good  Recording  Practice (English

Heritage 2006) and The Institute for Archaeologists: Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological

Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures (Revised 2008). 

The following points are detailed in Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording

Practice (English Heritage 2006).

The record created for the Old Police Station will consist of:

Written Account Points 1-3, 5-8, 12, 18 & 22

Drawings Points 2, 4, 7-9

Photography Points 1-9.

5.1.1 Desk Based Research

A complete and coherent history of the site will be compiled utilising information sourced from

Bangor University Archives & Gwynedd Archives. A full map progression will be undertaken along

with a search of estate records and general archival research. Web resources will also be utilised.

The works  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  with the IfA Standards  and Guidance  for  Historic

Environment Desk-based Assessment (IfA 2009) and will include the information required to fulfil

points  1-3, 5-8, 12, 18 & 22 as specified in  Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good

Recording Practice (English Heritage 2006).

This material will form the historical background for the archaeological report. The report will also

include the results of the photographic survey and an additional compact disc containing all site

images in Tiff format.

5.1.2 Drawn Survey

Architects drawings of the elevations and plans were produced for the property by Ap Thomas

Partnership  and  it  was  not  felt  necessary  to  replicate  these  existing  works.  Copies  of  these

documents will be incorporated into and discussed in the text. These drawings will be annotated and
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amended to reflect the current building layout and to aid interpretation of building phasing. 

These drawings will fulfil points 2 & 4 as specified in “Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide

to Good Recording Practice” (English Heritage 2006). Location plans and historical material will

be produced/sourced by C.R Archaeology to fulfil criteria 8-9 in the aforementioned document.

5.1.3 Photographic Survey

A photographic survey of the Old Police Station will be undertaken. This will include:

1) A photographic survey of the exterior of the Old Police Station

2) A photographic survey of the interior of the Old Police Station

The methodology employed will  conform to the requirements of photographic recording to the

equivalent of a Level 3 Survey, as specified in Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good

Recording Practice (English Heritage 2006) and will include works specified in points 1-9.

5.1.3.1 Equipment 

A photographic survey of the Old Police Station will be undertaken using a 14.2 mega-pixel Sony

Alpha-350 digital camera with a variety of standard and other lenses using a tripod where necessary.

Images will be captured in RAW format for later processing into high resolution JPG and TIFF

files. 

Where possible all exterior and interior elevations of the building will be photographed with scales

from ground level. Additional photographs will be taken detailing important architectural features. 

5.2 Scheme of Works – Methodology for Archaeological  Watching Brief  at the Old Police

Station, Caernarfon

Limited  works which will affect the historic interior of the building are planned. A watching brief

will be conducted when a section of the original wall on the ground floor (in the room to the left of

the entrance hall) is removed. A photographic record will be made and building materials noted.

It is proposed that existing services will be utilised to supply the building following the renovation

and no below ground works are planned. However given the sensitivity of the site should works be

found to be necessary all intrusive groundworks at the site are to be monitored by an archaeologist
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from C.R Archaeology. GAPS will immediately be informed of the works. Where possible intrusive

works requiring the use of  a mechanical excavator will  utilise a  machine fitted with toothless

bucket.

Any archaeological features, structures or remains identified in the course of the excavation will be

trowel cleaned by hand. Investigation of such features,  structures or deposits will be sufficient to

determine  their  character,  date,  significance  and  quality.  If  features  yield  suitable  material  for

dating/environmental processing then samples will be taken for processing off site. The size of these

samples will depend on the size of the feature but for smaller features a sample of up to 95% will be

taken. For larger features a sample of up to 40 litres will be taken. GAPS will be informed of the

discovery and a mitigation strategy agreed before works will progress. 

Fieldwork is to be conducted by Matthew Jones or Catherine Rees of C.R Archaeology. Both staff

members are qualified, experienced archaeologists and cv's can be provided on request.

5.2.1 Recording

The record forms at C.R Archaeology are based on the English Heritage system and full written,

graphic  and photographic records  will  be made in  accordance  with the  English Heritage  Field

Recording Manual. Sample forms can be provided on request. The written record shall comprise

completed pro-forma record sheets.

Plans, sections and elevations will be produced on gridded, archive standard stable polyester film at

scales of 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50, as appropriate. Representative measured sections will be prepared as

appropriate showing the sequence and depths of deposits. A temporary benchmark (TBM) will be

established on the site and plans, elevations and sections will contain grid and level information.

Where possible this will  be relative to OS data. All drawings will  be numbered and listed in a

drawing register, these drawing numbers being cross-referenced to written site records.

A high-resolution 14.2mp Sony Alpha digital camera will be used to create a photographic record of

the site. This will be comprised of photographs of archaeological features and appropriate groups of

features and structures. Included in each photograph will be an appropriate scale and north arrow.

All  photographic  records  will  be  indexed  and  cross-referenced  to  written  site  records.  Details

concerning subject and direction of view will be maintained in a photographic register, indexed by

frame number. Images from photography will be stored in a loss-less digital format in this case
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‘*.TIF’.

A 'harris matrix' diagram will be constructed for the excavated area.

5.2.2 Additional Mitigation/Contingency Measures

In the unlikely event of a significant archaeological discovery being made during the excavation

C.R  Archaeology  will  immediately  inform  both  the  client  and  the  development  control

archaeologist. Consultation will take place between C.R Archaeology, GAPS and the client with

regards to the most suitable course of action.

In the unlikely event that human remains are encountered site work will  cease with immediate

effect. The coroner, client and monitoring body will be informed immediately. The company will

abide by the requirements of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857. Any arrangements regarding the

discovery of human remains will be at the discretion of HM Coroner whose instruction/permission

will be sought.  All human remains are to be preserved  in situ, covered and protected. They will

only be removed in exceptional circumstances and with the appropriate Ministry of Justice licence,

environmental health regulations, Coroner’s permission and, if appropriate, in compliance with the

Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981 or other local Act, with adequate security provided

in such cases.

Any artefacts recovered that fall within the scope of the Treasure Act 1996 will be reported to the

landowner, GAPS and to HM Coroner.

5.2.3 Recovery, Processing and Curation of Artefactual Material

All  recovered  artefactual  material  will  be  retained,  cleaned,  labelled  and  stored  according  to

Standard  and  Guidance  for  the  collection,  documentation,  conservation  and research  of

archaeological materials (IfA 2008) and First Aid for Finds (Watkinson & Neal 2001). The aim will

be to create a stable, ordered, well-documented, accessible material archive forming a resource for

current and future research (IfA 2008).

All artefactual material will be bagged and labelled with the site code and context number prior to

their removal from site. The archive reference number will be clearly marked on all finds.
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Each  assemblage  will  be  examined  according  to  typological  or  chronological  criteria  and

conservation needs identified. An assessment report of all post-medieval material will be produced

by Matthew Jones and further specialists will be appointed as required. A list of specialists will be

prepared prior to the post-excavation phase of works.

Specialist conservation will be undertaken by an approved conservator on advice provided by a

suitable specialist. This will be conducted in accordance with guidelines issued by the Institute for

Conservation.

Following analysis  all  archaeological  material  recovered will  be deposited  in  Bangor  Museum.

Processed assemblages will  be boxed according to issued guidelines and a  register  of  contents

compiled prior to deposition.

The works will be carried out in accordance with The Institute for Archaeologists: Standard and

Guidance for Archaeological Watching Brief (Revised 2008).

5.2.4 Archive Compilation

All records created during the fieldwork will be checked for consistency and accuracy and will form

part  of  the  Primary  Site  Archive  (P1)  (EH 2006).  The  archive  will  contain  all  data  collected,

including records and other specialist materials. It will be ordered, indexed, adequately documented,

internally consistent, secure, quantified, conforming to standards required by the archive repository

and signposted appropriately to ensure future use in research, as detailed in the English Heritage

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) methodology.

The archive will be assembled in accordance with the guidelines published in,  Standards in the

museum care of archaeological collections (Museums & Galleries Commission 1994), Guidelines

for the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage  (United Kingdom Institute for

Conservation, 1990) and Archaeological Archives: A guide to best practice in creation, compilation,

transfer and curation (AAF 2007).

All materials contained within the Primary Site Archive (P1) that are subsequently identified by the

Assessment Report (P2) as appropriate for analysis will be processed by suitable specialists and the

resultant Research Archive (P3) will be checked and ordered according to MoRPHE criteria.
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Bangor Museum will be notified in advance of the proposed work and the deposition of any archive

created by this archaeological project and archive material will be deposited in accordance with the

museum’s terms and conditions for archive deposition. 

5.3.0 Timetable for Proposed Works

It is envisaged that works at the Old Police Station will commence as soon as possible. Initial site

work  is  to  take  place  over  one  day with  further  site  visits  when  stripping  out,  demolition  or

groundworks are undertaken. Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Services will be informed of the

exact site days to allow monitoring of works.

5.3.1 Staffing

The project will be managed by Matthew Jones (BA, MA). All staff will have a skill set equivalent

to the IfA AIfA level. C.Vs for all staff employed on the project can be provided on request.

All projects are carried out in accordance with IfA Standard and Guidance documents.

5.3.2 Monitoring

The project  will  be  subject  to  monitoring  by Gwynedd  Archaeological  Planning  Services. The

monitor will be given prior notice of the commencement of the fieldwork. A projected time-scale

and copy of the risk assessment can be provided on request to the monitoring body prior to the

commencement  of  works.  GAPS  will  be  notified  in  writing  of  the  commencement  dates  for

archaeological site work. 

5.3.3 Health and Safety

A risk assessment will be conducted prior to the commencement of works and site staff will be

familiarised with its contents.  A first aid kit will be located in the site vehicle.

All staff will be issued with appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for the site work.

Initially this is anticipated to consist of:

• Safety Helmets (EN397)

• Hi-visibility vests (EN471)

• Safety footwear – steel toecap and mid-sole boots and Wellingtons (EN345-47)

Any further PPE required will be provided by C.R Archaeology
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All staff will have passed at least a CITB health and safety test at least operative level and will carry

a Construction Related Organisation (CRO) White Card for Archaeological Technician (Code 5363)

or a Site Visitor card.

C.R Archaeology staff  will  also comply with  any Health  and Safety Policy or  specific  on-site

instructions provided by the client or their appointed Principal contractor or H&S coordinator.

5.3.4 The Report

The reports  will  clearly and accurately incorporate  information gained from the  programme of

archaeological works. They will present the documentary evidence gathered in such a way as to

create a clear and coherent record. The reports will contain a site plan showing the locations of

photographs taken. 

The reports will include:

• A copy of the design brief and agreed specification

• A location plan

• A descriptive and interpretive written account of the building, building history and building 

phases

• Architects and historical plans and elevations

• A plan illustrating the location and direction of any photographs or drawings

• Full dimensional and descriptive detail, a full bibliography of sources consulted

• An archive compact disc

The report will detail the results of the Level 2/3 Building recording at the Old Police Station. A

supplementary report will be produced which will detail the results of the Archaeological Watching

Brief.

Copies of the reports in Adobe PDF format will be sent to the appropriate monitoring archaeologist

for approval before formal submission. A bound paper copy and PDF digital copy of the report will

be submitted as part of the formal submission. A digital Adobe PDF version and a bound paper copy

of the final report and will be lodged with the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record within six

months of completion of fieldwork.
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5.3.4.1 Copyright

C.R Archaeology and  sub-contractors  shall  retain  full  copyright  of  any commissioned  reports,

tender documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

with all  rights  reserved;  excepting  that  it  hereby provides  a  licence  to  the  client  and the local

authority for the use of the report by the client and the local authority in all matters directly relating

to the project as described in the Project Specification.
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Appendix A.

Proposed Development Plans
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