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1. Introduction and Acknowledgements 

1.1 Introduction 
The landscapes of the iromnaking industry of South East Wales represent an increasingly rare 
and important historic landscape and archaeological resource, which remains under considerable 
threat from a variety of developments from reclamation and landscape renewal to residential and 
industrial development. For this reason the cunent project has been instigated, to assess the 
current state of survival/preservation of the ironworks landscapes of the northern coalfield rim, 
and inform conservation, protection and management requirements through providing 
recommendations for the proactive and long-term management the ironwork areas. 

ln essence the work will help to ensure that any necessary change to industrial ironworks 
landscape is accommodated without sacrificing the essential integrity and coherence of the 
historic environment. 

The latter half of the twentieth century saw the wholesale clearance, reclamation and 
development of many industrial sites in the South East Wales region. Ironworks, in particular 
have been vulnerable to landscape reclamation and renewal schemes, to such an extent that the 
vast majority of ironworks have at least in pru1 been affected, and the process is ongoing. 
Therefore, it is both opportune and welcome that this project has been instigated, commissioned 
and funded by Cadw as part of an on-going initiative. lt is hoped that this report wi ll provide the 
catalyst for the urgent consideration of the future conservation of ironworks and their associated 
landscapes. 

The cunent report sets out the results of the project, with a section defining the aims, and 
methodology. It also summarises the known and potential threats ru1d provides general 
recommendations and establishes management/conservation priorities. 

The main body of the rep01i, Section 8, identifies and describes the 25 identified transport 
networks (43 sub-sections). These routes are mapped in the current landscape using a Maplnfo 
Geographical Information System, and figures have been produced to illustrate a selection of the 
best surviving areas/features. 

1.2 Acknowledgements 
The project was conu11issioned by Cadw and w1de11aken by the GlaJllorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust in their remit as the regional archaeological body responsible for the 
understanding and preservation of much of the archaeological resource in southeast Wales. 

The Trust would like to thank the staff of the Glamorgan Record Offices, Cardiff and Swansea, 
Gwent Record Office and the National Library of Wales for their assistance, The National 
Assembly for Wales for their helpful assistance and the staff at the National Monuments Record 
(NMR), RCAHMW, Aberystwyth. The Trust would also like to thank Judith Alfi:ey ofCadw for 
providing comments and advice during the project. 

The report has been prepared by Richard Roberts and Charina Jones, with the assistance of other 
staff of the GlaJllorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust, notably Gail Higginbottom, Caroline 
Thomas, and Neil Maylan. The fieldwork was undertaken by Richard Roberts and Charina 
Jones. Digital mapping has been prepared by Charina Jones. 
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2. The Study Area 

The project entailed work on the ironworks and related features within the northern coal rim 
area. These are located within the respective Unitary Authorities: Blaenau-Gwent, Caerphilly, 
Me1ihyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire, Neath Port-Talbot, Rhondda Cynon Taff, and Torfacn. 

The study was initially limited to the nmihern coalfield rim, specifically those sites described in 
L lnce 1993 111e South Wales Iron lndustl)l 1750-1885, Merton Press. The northern coalfield 
rim of South East Wales supplied over 30 major blast furnace iron-producing sites. 

Whilst Blaenavon and Merthyr Tydfil have undergone intensive study much of the rest of the 
northern coalfield rim remains are little recorded. The RCAHMW through their upland survey 
and aerial mapping have studied this area as a priority and a lot of data is and will become 
available from them. There are many other local historians/archaeologists who have pub1ished on 
different parts of this area and the first edition OS map contains an extraordinary picture of this 
landscape at the end of its productive life. 

Between the 1790s and 1840s the Heads of the Valleys in particular was the largest producer of 
iron in Britain, if not the world. A major system of tramroads and railroads was developed to 
furnish the ironworks with raw materials; this system, with the possible exception of the North 
Eastern Coalfield of England, was 'by far the most extensive in Britain and therefore the World' 
(van Laun 2001 ). The transport networks of South Wales were notable for a number of 
impotiant teclmological advancements, such as the first use of the all-iron edge rail , and here the 
tramroad was developed to its highest fom1, with implications for the later development of public 
railways. 

Three major components of the ironworks related transport system have been identified: 

• the supply lines which extended from the limestone quanies of the nmihem outcrop to 
the furnaces (c. I OOkm overall length) 

• the supply lines which conveyed coal from the coal and iron ore mines, which generally 
lay closer to the ironworks than the quarries (comprising a vast network of underground 
track) 

• the exit lines from the ironworks to the ports and canals and nearby markets (originally c. 
190km) 

The best surviving of these routes were the feeder routes from the limestone quarries, these were 
considered by van Laun to be the most productive for fwiher archaeological research; the routes 
to the coal and iron ore mines being largely underground or inaccessible, having been tipped 
over by continued workings or removed by land reclamation, whilst the exit routes have by and 
large been obscured by later railways, and road development with the notable exception of the 
Merthyr Tramroad. which has been excluded from the current study. Any meaningful 
examination of the routes to the various coal and iron ore extraction sites would require a 
substantial amount of desk-top study and original research, beyond the remit of the current 
project. It was therefore considered that the most productive approach would to limit the current 
study, almost exclusively to investigating the lines between the limestone qualTies, the best 
surviving element of the network. 
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3. Purpose of Report- aims and applications 

A number of Industrial Jronworking landscapes are well known and well protected. Notably the 
World Heritage Designation at Blaenavon, but protection is also afforded through Historic 
Landscape registration at for example Merthyr Tydfil. In other areas only those elements that are 
Scheduled or Listed are protected and consequently other elements of the landscape relating to 
the monument are more exposed to removal or impairment through re-development. Industrial 
landscape reclamation and opencast is considered to be the main threat to these endangered and 
rapidly disappeming landscapes and their component elements. 

Monuments that arc isolated from their context or that arc only partially protected (i.e. where for 
example the Engine House is Listed, but the coke ovens, casting structure remains are not) are 
less easily interpreted and understood. More particularly monuments should be understood 
within their wider context. lromvorks, which have distinctive different monument struclures and 
supply/distribution inf1-astructurc and sourcing points. which often survive in the adjacent 
landscape, are pmticularly suitable for such appreciation. 

However, whilst additional designation may extend protection this can only be applied where it 
is merited against defined criteria. Proactive management is needed not only of individual 
monuments but the surviving elements in the landscape that relate to their use. This can be 
achieved through local conservation initiatives; the industrial monuments tied in \vith ecological 
protection in amenity development. 

It was proposed that the study be initially limited to the northem coalfield rim. specifically those 
sites described in L !nee 1993 Tile South Wales Iron Induslly 1750-1885. Merton Press. The 
northern coalfield rim supplied 30 major blast furnace iron-producing sites . A simple but 
valuable exercise comprised comparing evidence from depictions of the core ironwork areas on 
the 1st edition OS map with modem maps and aerial photographic material, w ith the intention of 
identifying what survives and is visible, what survives and is buried, and what has been 
destroyed. The boundaries of the initial study were taken as the limits of the core ironworks areas 
and did not extend to wider transp01i links, waterworks and associated extraction sites, which it 
is intended to cover in the future. Validation was through site visits, consultation with local land 
reclamation departments and talking to local experts. Each ironworks core area was categorised 
as archaeologically sensitive areas, areas of archaeological potential or sterile areas. As a 
separate document a review of the scheduling of these sites could then be undertaken. 

Whilst there is this wealth of information Cadw are endeavouring to improve the protection and 
management of what is perhaps the most important aspect of Wales' history. Cadw would like to 
see this project attempt at building a consensus and partnership over how to tackle the protection 
and management issues and assimilate the information gathered into these processes. This may in 
effect act as a scoping for a larger project to be taken forward in future yem·s. 

The study should ultimately provide the information necessary to: 
• assess the cunent state of survival/preservation, conservation and the recording requirements 

(of the ironworks landscapes of the northem coal rim) 
• inform future protection and management issues, including future scheduling proposals 

(regarding the ironworks landscapes of the northern coal rim) 
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• inform the relevant Unitary Auth01ity on industrial ironworks landscape issues m the 
planning process, including forward planning 

• assist in assessing the wider impact of future proposed development on industrial ironworks 
landscape. 

• assist in the evaluation of the aesthetic or amenity value of the industrial ironworks landscape 
• assist in measuting the effect of individual development proposals on the overall historic 

integrity and coherence of industrial ironworks landscapes, with particular reference to the 
issues of outright removal, severance, fragmentation or dislocation of the historic elements. 

• assess the cumulative effects of seconda1y or piecemeal changes over time. 

In essence the work will help to ensure that any necessary change to industJial ironworks 
landscape is accommodated without sacrificing the essential integrity and coherence of the 
historic environment. 

The report has been presented in such a way that upgrading of information can be considered 
through the medium of a GlS system, allowing data storage, manipulation, analysis, 
intenogation, presentation and future update of information. The Information Technology 
component of this project will therefore be high and will see the creation of a dynamic and multi­
layered digital model for the study area. 

The project was designed to identify industrial ironworks landscapes, individual monuments 
within them that would me1it fm1her protection, and liase with conservation and other planning 
officers in respect of long-term protection and enhancement. In the first year it was intended to 
identify all potential candidates and examine in detail a representative sample of sites. 
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4. Methodology 

4.1 General 
In year twu of the project it is proposed to extend the study outwards from the core of 
manufacturing and processing sites to the routes of supply, and in particular the limestone 
railways and other early transp011 infrastructure. 

The hist01y of these is well studied but this has been largely document-led and there has been 
little in the \vay of fieldwork to establish what survives on the ground. There has been 
comprehensive coverage of several of the ironwork related transport systems in the Southeast 
Wales area: the Merthyr Tramroad (Archaeological Investigations), the tramroad network around 
Blaenavon (Torfaen CBC and RCAHMW), and the Brecon Forest Tramroad (Dr. Stephen 
Hughes, RCAHMW), while the Hereian project and Richard Phipps at Groundwork Merthyr 
RCT are looking to develop a network of industrial trails, many of which will use trarnroads as 
pa11 of the routes. Of particular relevance to this project is John van Laun · s Early Limestone 
Railways (2001 ), which provides a detailed account of the best-preserved element of the railway 
transport system, the lines which carried the fluxing limestone from quarry to furnace. 

It was decided that this assessment project would be field visit/survey driven rather than desk­
based led. CeJiain hist01ic map data especially advance drawings for the Ordnance Survey and 
Board of Health Plans were considered to be of particular use but application of the standard 
iterative desk-top study methodology to establish and enhance a project database was considered 
not to be a productive approach. lt was also decided to exclude the well-covered Merthyr 
Tramroad, routes associated with Cyfarthfa and tl1e area of Blaenavon from the current project. 

At an early stage in the project it became increasingly obvious that the number of transport 
networks relating to ironworks was extensive. The networks linked the core ironwork areas to 
both the sources of supply, i.e. mineral fields and extractive areas, but also to their markets, and 
va1ied over time and ranged from haulage roads, canals to tramroads, railroads and railways. A 
study of the whole system at an appropriate level would have been rendered unrealistic by time 
constraints on the project, therefore a more achievable and productive approach was adopted. It 
was decided to largely limit U1c study to the best surviving transpo1i network elements directly 
relating to the core ironwork sites as identified during Year one of the project 1; these were 
predominantly Tramroads, and mostly related to the iromvork's extraction sites. 

Based on John van Laun's Early Limestone Railways and information on the ironwork centres 
and early map sources collated during Year one of the project, a representative proportion of the 
resource was selected for field survey, and consideration for protection proposals. These 
include, an1ong others the Abersychan Railway: the Llam-march Railroad; the Llam-march 
Trarnroad; the Clydach Railroad; Clydach incline; Disgwylfa Tramroad; the Trevil Railroad, 
Rassau Railroad; Hall's Trevil Tramroad; the Rhymney Tramroad; Twynau Gwynion Tramroads 
(2 lines); Morlais (east) Tramroad and Railway; Morlais (\vest) Tramroad; Tappenden's 
Tramroad; and Mr Glover's Railroad. These were chosen on the basis of association with 
various ironworking centres, where the smviving remains are considered to be of high quality, 
and on landscape interconnectivity, in addition to typological and historical considerations. This, 

1 See Appendix 1 for details. 
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it was felt would allow greater scope for landscape interpretation and understanding of the 
industrial archaeological resource and the processes involved. 

The project involved some inten-ogation of the computerised Regional Sites and Monuments 
Record, the ENDEX data of the National Monuments Record with reference to information on 
the Co:flein, supplemented by other readily available primary and secondary data. Jt was found 
that SMR/NMR enquiry allowed data recovered by other means to be correlated. More general 
works and miicles and other readily available sources were also be consulted and expertise 
drawn from lustorians and archaeologists working in the area. 01iginal research, beyond map 
regression to check various details, was not can-ied out as part of the current project. While it 
was not the intention to undertake original research, where tills was considered to be a relevant 
and beneficial approach at some future date tills has been identified. 

Rapid map regression unde11aken during the previous year, based clllefly on -available 
cartographic material (early OS, Tithe a11d Estate maps), was used, in conjunction with essential 
secondary sources. during the current year's project to understand and determine the 
development/phasing and integrity of the industrial landscapes. In this way a comparison 
between the lustoric, and ca11ographic evidence and the modem landscape was made. This also 
allowed the routes of transport inrrastructure to be checked and cha11cd and provided evidence of 
the potential extent of and cunent survival of identified transport networks and key identified 
elements, prior to confmnation through survey in the field (see section 6, below). As a separate 
document. a review of the level statutory protection afforded these transport sites could then be 
undertaken. 

The cunent report has been presented in such a way that upgrading of information can be 
considered through the medium of a GIS system. This allowed data storage, manipulation, 
analysis, interrogation, and presentation. Future updating of infom1ation. as necessmy, 'vill be 
facilitated by this approach. The Information Technology component of tills project has been 
significm1t and included the creation of a dynmnic and multi-layered digital model for the study 
area. 

4.2 Final Task Breakdown 

l.Review and compile baseline documentation 
o Rapid review and compilation of documentation 
o Review copies of I st edition 1 :2500 OS maps, etc, for each trm1sport site 
o Compile source list and bibliography for project 
o Collate information on recent and cunent archaeological survey and investigation of 

transp011 sites 
o Revise existing GGA T lists and produce distribution maps 

2. Review current state ofprotection and threats 
o Establish cun-ent and proposed extent of scheduling / listing 
o Investigate details of current UA plans/WDA progrmnmes 

3. Undertake selective field investigation 
o Visit selected transp011 sites (i.e. field validation) 
o Ascertain extent of surviving remains 
o Asce1tain quality of surviving remains 
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o Undertake rapid mapping (annotated enlarged J :2500 base), description and photographic 
recording sufficient to illustrate extent and quality of surviving remains) 

4. Review the assembled data 
o Consider and detennine the needs and priorities for future recording 
o Consider proposals for protection 
o Discuss conclusions with Cadw 

5. Compile and disseminate report 
o Compile text 

o Briefly review background history of the transport system associated with the 
ironworks of the northern coal rim, historiography, recent research, and significance 
and importance of individual transport sites 

o Review relative historical significance and importance of individual linear sites 
o Provide sununary description of surviving remains and review significance 
o Review threats and cmTent management proposals, and assess likely impacts 
o Review and discuss priorities in terms of detailed field recording 

o Make any additional recommendations (i.e. proposals for protection), as necessary 
o Format schedules for individual sites, determine and produce appendices and tables, and 

produce indexes to documentation and field indexes 
o Prepare illustrations for report 
o Produce report using DTP facilities 
o Submit report to Cadw 
o Provide copies to interested parties (SMR. NMR, and Local Planning Authorities) 
o Bibliography, key references and other sources 

6. Additional presentation (future programme to be agreed) 
o Presentation of mapping in GIS format 
o Reconm1endations for further study, where appropriate 
o Assimilation and dissemination of the data to relevant bodies, via the Website 
o Bilingualism to be incorporated in the final repmi, subject to separate funding 

4.3 General Criteria Used.for Categorising Individual interests 

The following criteria in addition to those detailed in 7.1 were also used to assess the 
archaeological value of surviving sections. 
The condition of individual sites and the general overall condition of surviving remains has 
bea1ing on the value of the sites themselves and on the value that they impart within a wider 
landscape context. The condition of individual sites have been recorded following the system 
used by the GGA T SMR, using the following criteria: 

• Intact: the site is intact 
• Near intact: the site is nearly intact 
• Damaged: the site has been moderately damaged 
• Near destroyed: the site has nearly been destroyed 
• Destroyed: the site has been destroyed 
• Restored: the site has been restored 
• Moved: the site has been moved (usually finds) 
• Not known: the condition of the site is not known 
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For the purposes of this rep011, rarity is assessed at regional level only. The following criteria 
are used: 

• High: very few sites of this type are known 

• Medium: the site is not unusual, but cannot be considered co11U11on 

• Low: the site is quite common 

Group association is where a com1ection between sites within the landscape can be demonstrated. 
These will usually be of the same period, but may include groups where the presence of an 
earlier site or sites has led to the fonnation of a later complex, or where an earlier site or sites can 
be shown to have acquired imp01tance as part of a later complex. The criteria are as follows: 

• High: the site fonns part of an interconnected complex occupying a clearly definable 
landscape where little or no fragmentation has occurred 

• Medium: the site is part of an interc01mected complex which is either limited in scope or 
badly fragmented 

• Low: there are few or no other sites which are associated 

Historical association is where there is a link between the site and known historical or cultural 
persons or events. Only sites with ce1tain or possible association can be assessed for importance, 
and historical association can only increase the importance of a site; the absence of it will never 
decrease its imp011ance. 

Historical association- identification 

• Ce1iain 

• Possible 

• Unknown 

I listorical association- importance 

• High 

• Medium 

• Low 

The assigrunent of values to identified interests requires consideration of the reliability and 
accuracy of the source data, ranging from fully-recorded features seen in open excavation to 
antiquarian comments on finds of note from a poorly-defined location. The confidence with 
which the values have been assigned is noted, using the following criteria: 

• Very high: existing infom1ation is derived from excavation to modern standards with full 
supp011ing detail 

• High: existing information is reliable and detailed 

• Medium: existing information is apparently reliable but limited in detail 

• Low: existing infonnation is too limited to allow its reliability to be assessed 
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5. Background 

Main features relating to tramroads and railroads 
There are a number of physical features that make up the surviving tramroad routes, these are 
listed below. The survival of tramroad related features varies according to the location, 
subsequent use and development of the routes and good survival unsmprisingly has a marked 
geographic bias towards the 'less developed ' upland areas beyond the industrial urban valley 
centres, though there are a few exceptions: for example IWT014 Mr Glover's Railroad at 
Hirwaun with its scheduled causeway (SAM BRI57) and the surviving sections IWT013(ii), 
(iii), (ix), Tappendens' Tramroad, at Aberdare betvveen Abernant and Gadlys. Where 
particularly good examples of these features smvive, usually found in combination, though 
occasionally in isola6on, these have been used as indicators of good condition/survival. 

The main tramroad features can be summarised as follows: 

• Fonnations, including track bed 

• Cuttings 

• Embankments/revetments 

• Causeways 

• .Junctions/turnouts 

• Tunnels 

• Bridges/culverts 

• Bridge abutments 

• Inclined planes (inclines) 

• Winding houses/gear for inclined planes 

• Staithes 

• Stone blocks 

• Sleepers 

• Plates, rails, chairs or sills 

Typically, tramroad formations consist of a slightly raised trackbed usually constructed of earth 
and stone, sometimes revetted with low stone walls. The upper surface is usually of stone 
chippings or gravel. Along this fonnation are laid either sleepers (usually wooden but iron has 
also been used) or large stone blocks to support trmmoad plates and rails. TraJTiroad routes often 
made use of the natural contour along hillsides. 'Where the forn1ation required to be raised upon 
a higher embankment for example to accommodate a shallow drop in ground level , revetment 
usually of stone was used to retain the embankment and strengthen tJ1e formation and prevent 
erosion. Embankments constructed of eruih were also used to cross w1dulating ground to 
maintain the level of the tramroad, these filled dips/gaps of varying size and were sometimes 
revetted with stone to prevent erosion. Where these crossed small streams a culvert might be 
incorporated, as can be seen fi·equently along the Trevil Tramroad, for example. Similarly 
causeways were constructed, usually on a larger scale and comprising of pairs of stepped stone 
retaining walls containing an earth or rubble core and incorporating culverts or arches (Hughes 
1990, 317) such as that surviving at Hirwaun Ironworks. Alternatively bridges were built, early 
ones were usually constructed of wood, however these timber bridges no longer sw'Vive and are 
only evidenced by surviving bridge abutments or very occasionally by timber supports remaining 
in situ (Hughes 1990, 326). Wooden bridges were largely replaced by stone bridges such as that 
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at Gclli-isaf. Iron bridges were also built although are less conunon than stone, for example, that 
at Robe11stown, Aberdare. 

To avoid steep changes in incline and minimise use of inclined planes, cuttings were often made 
through the landfonn to maintain the gTadient of the tramroad. Cuttings are recognisable by a 
substantial bank either side of the tramroad, occasionally revetted for stability, an example of a 
large section of cutting can be found along the Rhymney Limestone Railway as it approaches 
Tv.rynau Gwynion quarry. Where terrain was too unaccommodating tunnels were sometimes 
created below the ground surface, for example, Harford · s tunnel at Ebbw Yale. 

Inclines or inclined planes designed to allow rapid decent or change in level of a tramroad 
system were plimarily used within the quarry areas themselves; however, examples can be found 
elsewhere such as Tappendens' Tramroad incline. This example was steam powered whereas 
early inclines were worked by chains then later by ropes as at Llam-march. The precise-methods 
of construction of the various components in this study area have by and large not been 
investigated and may therefore wanant further study. 

Most of the tramroads/railroads surveyed featured stone blocks at some point in their 
construction, this is known as a permanent way as stone blocks are less movable than iron chairs 
or sills, and having no scrap value, are most often left in situ. These were cheaper than wooden 
sleepers and 'became almost universal for four decades, appearing to be another innovation of 
South Wales' (van Laun 2001. 202). John van Laun discusses the importance of these as an 
archaeological resource for investigating the particulars of the tramroad/railroad itself. For 
example the length of rail can be gleaned from the longitudinal spacing of the stone blocks. The 
width of surviving blocks of both sides of the tracks can give a good estimation of the gauge of 
track, a number of wear mark and cuts can help in identifying the type and measurements of rail 
used, whether chairs were used and how they were fixed. During the field study stone blocks 
were often found with holes or spikes in situ indicating the use of Outram type notched plates, 
whereas absence of spike holes indicates the use of si ll s to hold the rail in place (van Laun 200 I, 
28). 

John van Laun·s work is crucial to the understanding of the typology of the transport net\vorks 
surveyed in this study as it remains a rare investigation along with Stephen Hughes ' 17te 
Archaeology of an Early Railway System: the Brecon Forest Tram roads (1990) into the type and 
construction of tranrroads in the South East Wales area. These studies examine a number of 
elements such as chairs, rails wear marks and gauges, these are beyond the scope of the study 
undertaken by GGA T which concentrated on the overall survival of identified networks. As such 
it must be remembered that the table in Appendix IV provides an overview of the type and 
components of these networks largely based on above ground survey and from few finds. 
Documentary evidence has allowed further conclusions about measurements and weights and 
gauges of tramroads to be drawn (see van Laun 2001 ). However, the table in Appendix JV only 
provides an indication of what survives and cannot be taken as definitive as further exploratmy 
investigation may reveal new evidence. Also given that many tramroads were altered and re-laid 
throughout their working lives and following disuse, there is some potential for remains to 
survive in a buried state. In this way features not currently recorded as associated with a 
pruiicular system may in fact remain to be discovered. \Vhere the history of the route is known, 
dates along with their cotTesponding phases have been noted. 
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Overview of Typology (after van Laun 2001) 
The earliest form of transportation used for moving raw materials to the ironworks was by 
packhorse or mule, along track ways and lanes (van Laun 200 I, 11 ). Horse traction continued to 
be employed with the development of the tramroads/railroads, which largely occurred from the 
mid-18th century. 

The main difference between railroad/wagonway, and tramroad (or tramway) is that the fonncr 
has flanged wheels running on edge rails, whilst the latter had ' the flange on the L-section plate 
and the wheel was plain' (van Laun 200 I , 14 ). 

'Vooden 
The initial developments in railroads were wooden wagonways. These developed around 
Newcastle and SJu·opshire and were first credited to Huntingdon Beaumont with the-two-mile 
line built in 1603-4 at Wollaton (van Laun 2001 , 15). Wheels of both these systems were 
flanged, with rails of square wood fixed to transverse wooden sleepers. In Shropshire the use of 
smaller wagons and a narrower gauge allowed the lines to run right to the coal face: this type 
spread and dominated in South Wales until 1800. 'ln 1697 Sir Humphrey Mackworth built a 
raih.vay .. .. . in thi s manner. .. from the coalface down to the River Ncath (van Laun 2001 , 16). 
An example ofthis is the early Mr Glover' s Railroad (JWT014) dating to c. 1786. 

Cast-iron 
Cast-iron plates were not introduced until 1767, when they were employed at Coalbrookdale, 
Shropshire. These early plates comprised ' flat cast-iron plates laid on top of \Vooden under-rails 
and held by nails through projecting lugs'. "It is to this phase of development that we may date 
the introduction of railways to the Heads of the Valleys, most likely under John Guest and 
Francis Homfray who had ironworks at Broseley; both were influential ironmasters in Mcrthyr 
Tydfil by 1782" (van Laun 2001. 16). The above represents an intermediate phase between all 
wood and all iron rails. 

Jt is widely accepted that the first all cast-iron rails (bar rails) were produced at Dowlais in 1791 , 
however Plymouth accounts indicate that all iron rails were being produced as early as 1787 (van 
Laun 200 I, 203-204). The Dowlais rails have been described as being "6 feet long, 3 pin holes 
in them, mitred at the ends, 3 inches broad at bottom, 2 Y2 in. top & near 2in. thick" (van Laun 
2001 , 16), the type of male and female joints used are thought to reflect Thomas Dadford's 
familiarity \Vith those used on the Caldon Low Railway. Both the Monmouthshire and 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Companies used this type of rail for their railroads from the 
1790s; it became the standard along the Heads of the Valleys but appears to have been rarely 
used else,vhere (van Laun 2001 , 17). These rails were placed on transverse sleepers of timber 
(found at Penydarren (van Laun 2001, 201)) or iron, before stone blocks became more common. 
The use of stone blocks was first recorded in 1792 in relation to proposals of the Momnouthshire 
Canal Company. 

For tramroads, John Curr pioneered the conversion from wooden flanged rails to iron tramplates, 
first using them underground at Sheffield in I 787 (van Laun 2001 , 18). The Cun type was first 
used above ground in Derbyshire in 1788 with a small gauge, also seen in South Wales in the 
same year when Plymouth cast 176 for James Cockshutt. These may have been used for 
Dowlais' Twynau Gwynion line, either nailed to wooden dovetailed sleepers or morticed 
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together with a small spike or pin (van Laun 2001, 19). Plates cast at the Plymouth ironworks 
from 1794 (4ft eared plates c. 44lb) following Curr's mortice design. for a time set the standard 
(van Laun 2001, 206). 

After 1788 tramroad development in South Wales adopted Curr's pract ice, experimenting with 
holding the plate to the sleeper, in his fashion either by nails at the rail ends, dovetailed sleeper, 
or morticed joint. The idea of dovetailed sills originated on railroads and first appeared in 1792 
on the lines of the Monmouthshire Canal Company. Dovetailed sills were hard to cast, and as a 
result adoption of the method was slow, however they became widespread at turn of nineteenth 
century and were used at both T\vynau Gwynion and Rhymney. A fmther tramroad variation 
was favoured by Outram, having a much wider gauge of 3ft 4in or 4ft 2in compared to CulT's 2ft 
gauge, this became popular from 1799. A later development was chairs, which were in use from 
the 1850s, replacing sills. 

'Benjamin Outram (1764-1805) is generally considered the prime mover in the development of 
the surface plateway in South Wales. Jolm Hodgekinson (1779- 1861), Outram's relative and 
assistant, long continued his practice of fixing plates directly to stone blocks' (van Laun 200 I, 
19). Outram's type of cast-iron plate rails were heavier than Curr' s and designed for a larger 
gauge, primarily for surface lines. These plate rails are generally 3ft long and identifiable by the 
tapered notch for the spike at each end of the plate and the lugs on the inner side of the rail. 
Outram increased his reputation by setting high standards of track preparation and laying; 
guaranteeing his plates for a period if he cast and laid them himself. Out ram 's sale pitch resulted 
in the MCC and B & A canal companies converting to his type from 1799 onwards. This type 
dominated tramroad construction in South Wales until the 1830s. Another trademark of Outram 
is the stone block (van Laun 2001, 21 ). Despite their popularity plate rails were, however, more 
defective than edge rail s. Dirt collected on the plate, increasing friction with the wheels. In 
response to this wheels were made narrower with the idea of cutting through the dirt, however, 
they also cut through the plate. In addition repairs cost less for edge rails and they also allowed 
more weight to be caJTied along them (van Laun 2001 , 22). In 1800 the Plymouth Ironworks 
was making 'Oun·am pattern· plates known to be used on the Morlais (I TWO 11 and IWTO 12) 
and Penydanen tramroads (van Laun 2001, 208). 

Regarding the development of cast-iron rails, the fish-bellied or T-shaped rail was adopted due to 
its better strength qualities: William Jessop added a bottom flange, and its final form was 
achieved by Stephenson and Losh in their patent design of 1816 (van Laun 2001 , 17). 

Si lls or chairs were also used. Constructed of iron, si ll s were predominantly used to hold cast­
iron plates in position, usually stabilised by a tie bar and useful for retaining the gauge. These 
were variously pinned to wooden sleepers (van Laun 200 I , 22-23) or placed on stone blocks by 
iron stakes driven through one or more holes. These holes were found in many of the recorded 
stone blocks and occasionally iron stakes were recorded in situ during the fieldwork component 
of this study. The earliest known tramroad sill was cast at Ebbw Vale 1794 for Nantyglo, an 
improved version has been found in number on the Blorenge, formerly part of the Blaenavon 
Tramroad. Also used on Tredegar's Trevil Tramroad (IWT007) of 1804, was a horned variety 
resting on small stone blocks. Examples of dovetailed sills, possibly inspired by Curr' s 
dovetailed sleeper (van Laun 2001, 209) can be found on line 4 of the Twynau Gwynion used by 
Rhynmey before 1807 (van Laun 2001, 208). The Rhymney type of dovetailed sill, first seen at 
Hi 11 ' s tram road about 1817 and later used at Disgwylfa (1WT006) and Llangattock (I WT005), 
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became the most frequently used found (van Laun 200 I, 209). The use of iron keys with cast 
iron plates is thought to be unique to Llangat1ock (van Laun 2001, 21 0). 

The use of chairs appears to be less common than sills, however this use is more common in 
South Wales than in England and Scotland, and increased after the anival of wrought-iron plates. 
These were used for holding plates and also rails in position by pinning to the underlying sleeper 
or stone block. Chairs were usually more substantial/heavier than sills, the latter being easy to 
move and reuse. Relatively light and simple dovetailed designs are found on Tredegar line after 
1852 in compm.ison to the larger design reminiscent of main line railway chairs adopted from the 
1850s for the Rhymney Limestone Railway (van Laun 2001, 212). The Iibbed wrought-iron 
plates needed a different pattern leading to the demise of the dovetail type, by this date the chair 
was usually fixed to a wooden sleeper. Large chairs are still used on modern railway lines. 

'\'rought-iron 
The change to wrought-iron allowed edge rails to ' leap forward· over plate rails (van Laun 2001, 
2 11 ). This material was inherently stronger than cast-iron, which was notably brittle and could 
be produced in longer lengths (up to 15ft in length) with fewer joints; for thi s reason wrought­
iron rapidly became the standard. The earliest non-bellied Birkenshaw rails were laid in 1820- 1, 
whilst the earliest fish-bellied were rolled for the Stockton and Darlington in 1822. From the 
1830s a variety of slightly different types generically known as T-rails, generally spiked directly 
to sleepers, was widely adopted. South Wales was, however, slow in the uptake of this type 
more usually associated with locomotives (van Laun 200 I, 2 11 ). By 1840 the double-headed rail 
was common, eventually to be replaced by the ' long-lived bullhead rail'. Brunel"s bridge rail 
' was widely adopted on industrial lines from the 1850s. Both these types were usually spiked 
straight to sleepers, others \vere held in chairs fixed by cross pins and then by iron or wooden 
keys (van Laun 200 I, 18). In South Wales the adoption of the simple L-shaped type occurred 
f!·om the 1850s, often attested to by chairs; lines known to have used L-shaped rail include 
Morlais West (IWT012), the Rhynmey Limestone Railway (JWTOI6) and Penderyn (JWT013), 
as well as the later locomotive lines of Brinore (JWTO 17) and Tredegar Trannoad (IWTO 18) 
(van Laun 2001,21 1). 

Railways 
The main attributes of a railway distinguishing it from a railroad or trmmoad are as follows. The 
gauge of the railway i.e. the di stance between the two parallel rails upon which the wheels run is 
\·vider. For railways this measurement is 4 ft 8 Y2 in, which became known as 'standard gauge·. 
Additionally, the rails are usually heavier and stronger, made of iron and later of steel, and set in 
substantial chairs fixed to wooden or concrete sleepers. Stone blocks or sills are not used. Later 
railways also have a firmer trackbed formation of compressed earth, stone and gravel to prevent 
movement of the railway. The wider gauge along with substantial rails and track bed formation 
allO\:v heavier loads to be carried and most importantly allow locomotive transportation. Five 
mineral railways existed in the general area before 20111 century, four of which lie within the 
study area defined for the cuiTent project. The em.·Jiest is the Abersychan Limestone Railway 
(IWTOO I) c. 1830, which unique to South Wales had wrought-iron fish-belly rails. As early as 
1838 Dowlais had reconstructed the trm.moad to Morlais east (J\VTO 11) as a standard gauge 
railway, later partly replaced by the Dowlais Branch of the Brecon & Merthyr Railway. The 
Rhymney Limestone Railway (JWTO 16), also originally a trarnroad, was converted to standm.·d 
gauge by 1870. The Trevil Railroad (IWT007) was reconstructed from the 1850s with wrought­
iron rails, retaining its earlier 3ft 8in. gauge and only being worked by locomotive after 1900. 
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Railway track employed in Southeast Wales generally comprised replacement T-rails in chairs 
from about 1840, later 19th century/early 20th century lines comprised flat-bottomed rails 
atypically held in chairs (with the usual wooden keys) usually double-headed rail , or as 
evidenced at Twynau Gwynion and Trevil, bullhead rail (van Laun 2001.216- 217). 
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6. Fieldwork 

Fieldwork formed a dominant element of the cunent project a cross-section of ironworks related 
transport networks within the study area with the exclusion of the Blaenafon area, which had 
been extensively covered by recent Hist01ic Landscape Characterisation work, were selected for 
survey. Emphasis was put on those routes, which related to the best surviving examples of the 
core ironworks landscapes identified in Year one of the project.2 A selection of transport routes 
relating to less-well preserved core areas was also included in the sunrey. 

The transp01t networks selected for rapid survey were based on the results of Year one of the 
project relating to the ironwork areas identified from !nee 1993, and other secondary sources, 
primarily John van Laun's Early Limestone Railways (2001), but also Stephen Hughes' study. 
The Brecon Forest Tram roads ( 1990) and John Mear's Aberdare The Raihvays and Tram roads 
( 1999). To this end a walkover survey was undertaken between the 18th May and 15th July 2005. 
along the routes of twenty-five identified ironworks related transport networks. These were 
further subdivided into branch sections for ease of survey; the result was that some forty-four 
tramroad/railroad sections were identified in all. The visited ironworks related transport 
networks are given in Table I. 

The site visits in conjunction with documentary and cartographic sources were undertaken to 
validate the current state of ironwork transp011 features previously identified from searches of 
data collections of the NMR and SMR, and to establish the current conditionlsunrival, or 
potential for survival of the archaeological resource along the identified transport routes. A total 
of 45 SMR interests and 22 NMR interests (see Appendix I1I) were identified prior to fieldwork 
taking place. Fieldwork, in the form of rapid survey, resulted in the identification of an 
additional 213 individual interests (detailed in Appendix II). Where possible the additional 
interests have been cross-referenced to those noted by John van Laun. 

The fieldwork entailed the walking of the selected transp011 network routes. The condition and 
extent of surviving sections of the transport networks \:vas noted during the fieldwork, and 
general management priorities identified. The location of sections was accurately detennined 
using a handheld GPS. The field visit also allm"'ed an initial identification of those sections 
where consideration of protection through scheduling might be fm1her investigated. 

Where previously known sites were visited during fieldwork, their cunent condition was noted 
and any management primities identified. Where new features were identified, other details 
were recorded in addition including location (where possible NGRs were established by GPS), 
type and brief description. it should be noted that this survey is not exhaustive due to time 
constraints and the sheer quantity of surviving remains encountered along some of the routes; for 
example extensive numbers of stone blocks within IWT006 were not recorded as individual finds 
but constitute pru1 of the section description as they characterised the entire section. Detailed 
follow-on surveys are recommended where it is felt it would be beneficial to supplement the 
level of information generated by this rapid survey. A photographic record of both individual 
features and sections was made using digital photography. A full digital photographic record 
fmms part of the main project archive. 

2 Roberts, R, 2005, Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes Year I: the core ironworks areas 
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T bl J T a c : t t k . 't d d . . t ranspor ne wor S VISl C unngJJrOJCC 
Ironworks Transport 

Number3 
Name NGRI NGR2 

IWT001 Abersychan Limestone Railway so 28199 04626 so 26061 03469 

JWT002 Llam-march Railroad so 22930 13305 so 21293 12123 
IWT002a Llam-march Railroad (Waunllapria) S02191812096 so 21 800 11301 
IWT003 Llam-march Tramroad so 24383 14541 so 21857 12204 
IWT003a Uam-march Tramroad Pen-Ffyddlwn SO 22056 I 233 7 so 21857 12204 
IWT004 Clydach Railroad so 24361 14610 so 16476 11539 
JWT005 Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad so 21119 15287 so 19097 10916 
.JWT006 Disgwylfa Main Tr<umoad so 2189014314 so 19947 13179 

IWT006a Disgwylfa Pant Draenog S02171114082 so 21691 13683 

IWT006b Disgwylfa East so 2191614255 so 21693 13678 
TWT006c Disgwylfa West so 21171 14782 so 21819 14279 

IWT006d Disgwylfa Main (conjectured) so 19939 13179 so 1915212794 
IWT006e Disgwylfa Main (south) so 19155 12784 SO I 9079 10592 
IWT007 Trevil Railroad Main Line SO I 1938 13594 SO 14668 I 1511 
IWT007a Trevil Railroad Beaufort Line SO 17320 I 2387 S01620411536 
JWT007b Trevil Railroad Ebbw Vale Line so 16893 10961 so 17218 09703 
l\VT007c Trevil Railroad Sirhowy Line SO 14464 I I 149 so 14376 10390 
IWT007d Trevil line to Victoria so 17051 09926 so 17059 07670 
JWT008 Rassau Railroad so 16891 10968 so 1436210172 
TWT009 Hall's Trevil Tratmoad so 11631 13981 so 11520 07342 
IWT010 RJ1ynmey Tramroad Branch so 13228 10492 so 10844 09160 
IWTOJl Morlais East Tramroad and Railway so 05093 09982 so 07235 07676 
IW1012 Morlais West Tramroad so 04929 09972 so 05600 07013 
IWT013 Tappendens' Tramroad SN 96164 05313 so 0 1512 02181 
IWT013a Tappendens' Tramroad West SN 88712 06736 SN 96026 05356 
IWT014 Mr Glover's Railroad SN 94123 08950 SN96151 05323 
IWTOI4a Mr Glovers Railroad Bryngwyn SN 96054 05351 SN 9781 I 04063 

Extension 
IWT015 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 so 07533 09772 so 07476 09373 
IWT015a Twynau Gwynion Tramroad line 2 so 06983 10046 so 10324 09163 
IWTOI5b Twynau Gwynion Tramroad line 3 so 06481 10420 so 07472 09369 
IWTOI5c Twynau G\\'Ynion Tramroad Line 4 so 064 70 1 0340 so 07755 08588 
IWT016 Rbymney Limestone Railway SO 063 78 I 0782 so 11 083 07066 
IWTOI 7 Bryn Oer Tramroad S01173910056 SO 1 I 777 09203 
JWT018 Tredegar Tramroad so 12042 12695 so 14155 09189 
IWT019 Ebbw Vale Private Line so 14365 10187 so 17158 09745 
IWT019a Ebbw Vale Private line addition so 14357 10090 so 14392 09282 
IWT020 Bute Tramroad SO 0804 I 08319 so 10593 07923 
IWT021 Beaufort Tramroad SO I 6887 11204 so 16969 09797 
JWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad SN 87327 04800 SN 85973 04714 
IWT022a Venallt Tramroad SN 86862 05928 SN 86814 05131 
IWT023 Banwen Quarries Tramroad SN 86447 09726 SN 85739 10015 
IWT023a Banwen Coelbren Junction SN 85090 113 I 7 SN 86041 10476 

3 Numbers prefixed by IWT in main text 
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IWT024 Ystalyfera SN 76755 09387 SN 76334 07597 
JWT025 Nant y glo -Beaufort so 19080 11674 so 17060 11328 
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Figure 1: Location ofTramroads Subject to the Present Study 
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7. Results 

7.1. Condition and Archaeological Significance 

As part of the field work the presence/absence of surviving remains along the various transport 
routes (i.e. of the main routes and branches) was noted. Each transpmt network was then 
subdivided along its sunriving route(s) according to condition; this is sununarized within Table 
2, below. The following condition ratings were devised and used in relation to the overall 
condition of each section: 

A- Intact: well-preserved formation with abundant associated features visible in situ. 

B - Moderately Intact: formation in good condition, occasionally with associated features visible 
in sUu, and high potential for buried remains. 

C- Damaged: fonnation and or features survive in disturbed condition, or out of situ. 

D - Substantially Damaged: fmmation and or features survive in a heavily disturbed condition 
\Vith form and function no longer obvious. 

E- Altered: fom1ation (oftramroads/railways) survives with upper surface in altered state, some 
potential for buried remains 

U- Unknown: unknown surviving potential (e.g. sites inaccessible for survey, i.e. those on 
p1ivate land, or hidden by vegetation). 

The overall archaeological significance or potential of the resource on a network-by-network 
basis was arrived at through considering the following factors (see also section 4.3 above): 

• Rarity - in terms of period, type, etc 
• Representativeness - representative range of elements 
• Survival - percentage sunrival 
• Condition - overall condition of surviving elements 
• Group Value- structural/functional coherence of surviving features, but also wider 

ironwork group value 
• Coherence - retention oflustoric meaning and significance 
• Integrity- survival of original character or form 
• Potential - potential for future study or analysis 
• Amenity - potential for development for public educational recreational amenity 
• Association - to events, figures, technological advancement, or availability of 

documentary evidence 
• Status - statutory protection 

The archaeological significance anived at was allocated one of the following values: 
• High 
• Medium 
• Low 
• Unknown 
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The condition rating, overall percentage survival and overall archaeological significance of the 
transport net\:vorks is presented within Table 2, below. 

Of the forty-three transport networks and branches ten, that is only 4.3%, were found to have 
routes surviving to 50% or more of their otiginal length. In tetms of overall archaeological 
significance twelve networks and branches were considered to be of high overall archaeological 
significance, six of high-medium significance, whilst the remainder were considered to be of 
medium, medium-low, low, or unknown significance, on the criteria given above. Those 
transport networks and branches with a high or high-medium overall significance rating were 
fmiher assessed for possible consideration for future protection (i.e. scheduling). 

T bl 2 C a e : d'. 'Id h l'l'T urrent con ItJOn, percentage surv1va an arc aco og1ca SI •m Jcance 
Transpot1 
Network 
Number 

' iiWl 001 

IWT002 

Name 

I Abersychan Ltmestone Railway 
I 

. Llam-march Railroad 

Condition Rating 

jJWTOOl(t): D 

ilWTOOl(ii): A 

: IWT002(i): B 

,JWT002(ii): D 

lWT002a ;uam-march Railroad (Waunllapria) .IWT002a(i): B 

1WT003 Llam-march Tramroad IWT003(i): B 

'IWT003(ii): D 

,JWT003(iii): A 

IWT003(iv): B 

1 IWT003(v): A 

IWT003a 'Llam-march Trmmoad Pen-Ffyddlwn JWT003a: D 

IWT004 

IWT005 

IWT006 

Clydach Railroad 

i Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad 
~ -·· -- .. 

I Disgwylfa Main Tramroad 

I 

1 JWT004(i): B 

•JWT004(ii): C 

IWT004(iii): B 

ilWT004(iv): E 

IWT004(v): E 
; 

I 
IWT004(vi): C 

ir\vToos: n 
j 

, IWT006(i): D 

1IWT006(ii): B 

IWT006(iii): D 
I 

lrwT006(iv): B 

IWT006(v): C 

JWT006(vi): B 
I 
I i IWT006(vii): C 

20 

%Overall 
Survtval 

:55% 

11 % 

4% 

35% 

0% 

20% 

'<1% 

100% 

Overall Archaeological 
Significance -

High-Medium 

Medium-Low 

High 

Low 

High-Medium 

(includes: listed 
tramroad bridge 23837) 

'Low 

High 
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iiWT006(viii): B 

IWT006(ix): A 

; JWT006(x): B 
I 
'lWT006a ' Disgwyl fa Pant Draenog IWT006a(i): B , roo% High 

' IWT006b 
I 

' Disgwylfa East jiWT006b(i): B , 100% High. 

IWT006c ' Disgwyifa West 
-- - - --

· JWT006c(i): B 94% High 1 

IIWT006c(ii): A 
I 
1IWT006c(iii): A 

' jlWT006c(iv): A 
I 

•JWT006d Disgwylfa ~1ain (conjectured) 11WT006d: D ·O% Low 

JWT006e 
1
Disgwylfa Main (south) 

1
JWT006e(i): A 9% lligh-Medium -
IWT006e(ii): B 

! JWT006e(iii):B 
! 

IWT007 !Trevi l Railroad Main i-ine ' Iwroo7(i): A 61 % High 

1WT007(ii): E 

JWT007(iii): A 

IWT007(iv): E 

JWT007(v): B 

IWT007(vi): B 

1WT007a :rrevil Railroad Beaufort Line JWT007a: D <1% Low 

,IWT007b Trevil Railroad Ebbw Vale Line JWT007b: D <1%? Low 

JWT007c 
I 
Trevil Railroad Sirhowy Line IWT007c: D 0% Low 

JW1007d 'Trevilline to Victoria IWT007d: D 0% Low 
-

IWT008 Rassau Railroad IWT008(i): E 14% Low-Medium 
IWTOOS(ii): E 

1WT009 Hall's Trcvil Tramroad •JWT009(i): B 7% Medium-Low 

lrwro09(ii): c 
IWTOIO · Rhymney Tramroad Branch ,1\VTOJO(i): U 3% Unknown 

·IWTOll 'Morlais East Tramroad and Railway iiWTOll(i): B 39% High-Medium 

I IWTOll(ii): D 
I 

I 
JWTOII(iii): E 

- -
JWT012 :Morlais West Tramroad 1J\VT012(i): C 34% High 

,IWT012(ii): A 

JWTOI 2(iii): E 

JWTOI3 Tappendens ' Tramroad TWT013(i): A 29% High 
' ,IWTOI3(ii): B 

1 
IWTOI 3{iii): B 

1IWT013(i v): C 
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IIWT01 3(v): U 

JWT0l3(vi): E 

lWTOl3(vii): E 
1JWTOJ3(viii): c 

I TWTOJ 3(ix): A 
1 -

ln vro t 3a iTappendens' Tramroad West ilWTO 13a(i): C 16% ' Medium 

IWT013a(ii): C 

TWT013a(iii): C 
IWTO 13a(iv): U 
' JWT013a(v): B 

[rwT014 lMr Glo-ver's R.arlroad 
I -·-· - - -
!JWTOJ4(i): A 65% High 

! IWT014(ii): E 
i IJWT014(iii): B 

1
IWT014a . Mr Glover's Railroad Bryngwyn 

1
IWT014a(i): B 6% Medium-Low 

Extension 
i 1IWT015(i): c 

·- - -
dWTOl5 jTwynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 125% • High-Medium 

llWTOJ5(ii): B 

IWT015a 1 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad line 2 'lWT015a(i): D 50% High-Medium 
,lWTO 15a(ii): C 

JWT015a(iii):C 
IWT015a(iv): D 

I 

JWTOI5a(v): C 

IWT015a(vi): C 

TWT015a(vii): B 

IWTOI5b Twynau Gwynion Tramroad line 3 IWT015b(i): C 87% Medium 

1
IWTOI5e · Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 4 IWT015c(i): B 19% Medium 

IWTOI5c(ii): U 

IWT016 Rhymney Limestone Railway IWTOJ6(i): E •29% Med ium 
TWTOI6(ii): B 

IWT017 • Bryn Oer Tramroad IIWT01 7: D 0% (within Low 
I Glamorgan -

Gwent) 

' IWT018 'Tredegar Tram road IWTOI 8(i): B 4% ' Low 
! 

-
IWT019 , Ebbw Vale Private Line IWT019(i): B 2% High (includes listed 

; causeway and tunnels 
22532). 

;IWT019a 
- - -

1
Ebbw Vale Private line addition TWT019a: D <1% Low 

I only a tunnel 
1 (IWTO 19a/OO I) 
under Beaufort road 

'survives. 
I I .. . 
iJWT020 Bute Tramroad JWT020: D 0% 'Low 

jiWT021 1 Beaufort Tramroad IJWT021: D ' 0% Low 
I 
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jiWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad iJWT022(i): B 

llWT022(ii): U 

126%? 
! 

High (IWT022(i) is 
protected within 

! 
, Scheduled Ironworks 
:Area GM423). 

-
:IWT022a f-venallt Tramroad . j1WT022a: D 0% Low 

·-
!Banwen Quarries Tramroad ' 33% ,JWT023 llWT023(i): U ·Unknown 

I :l\VT023(ii): D 
' :(On private land) 

' 
.IWT023a iBanwen Coelb-;:en Junction TWT023a(i): B ·87% High-Medium 
! i jiWT023a(ii): B 

!nvT024 
I 
jYstalyfera !IWT024: D 0% ·Low 
I I 
!-

'T\VT025: D ' lWT025 :Nant-y-glo- Beaufort 0% Low 
I 

7.2 The Resource and Current Protection 

The archaeological resource (i.e. condition, archaeological value, presence of visible remains and 
buried potential) in relation to the level of current statutory protection (i.e. Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and Listed Buildings) has been assessed for each ironwork transport network 
(summarised below in tables 3 and 4). 1t was found that of the 25 ironworks associated transp01i 
networks (i.e. or a maximum 44 branches) examined during the course of fieldwork, 20 (or 33 
branches) retained visible remains, of these, 14 ( 18 branches) were considered to contain 
sections of high or high-medium archaeological significance. 

Nine Scheduled A11cient Monument areas were found to be directly relevant to the study (see 
Table 3), while a further 12 listed interests. two of which were Grade II* listed (see Table 4), 
were also visited during the course of the fieldwork. The oveJTiding majority of features 
currently scheduled or listed along the length of the transport networks surveyed were found with 
few exceptions to be trrumoad bridges or features in association with bridges. The incidence of 
statutory protected (scheduled/ listed) monuments along the routes of the ironwork associated 
transport networks surveyed is given in Tables 3 and 4, below. 
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T l 3 I . ab e : ncidencc o fS ldAr" M chedu e ICient l . onumcnts m re at10n to surveye d k transport networ s 
SAM Name Easting Northing Type IWT Section Number4 

Reference 
BR I 57 Hirwaun Ironworks: Tramroad 295756 205824 Tramroad Causeway & IWTOJ4(i) 

Causeway and Bridge Bridge 
BRJ61 Clydach Ironworks (remains) and 329900 213200 Ironworks JWT002(i)IIWT003(iv) 

Smart's Bridge 
GM347 Iron Tram Bridge, Robcrtstown, 299711 203631 Bridge JWTOI3(ix) 

Trecynon 
GM411 Gelli-lsafTramroad Bridge, 299005 204354 Bridge JWTOI 3(i) 

Abemant Tramroad 
GM423 Venallt Ironworks 286400 205000 Ironworks lWT022(i) 

GM533 Remains of Gamlyn Railway 298183 204910 Bridge IWT01 3 
Viaduct 

MM251 Gi lwern Embankment 324400 2 14400 Embankment & Aqueduct JWT003/I WT004 

MM263 Clydach Railroad Section Near 320220 2 12263 Tramroad IWT004(iv) 
Brynmawr 

MM264 Clydach Coal Level 320039 212171 Tramroad IWT004 

T bl 4 I "d a e : nc1 ence o f L " dB "Id" I . 1ste Ul mgs m re at10n to surveye d t k transpor networ s 

Listed Name Ea sting Northing Grade IWT Section 
Building Number 
Record 
Number 

10872 Llwydcoed Tramroad Bridge, Gelli-Isaf 299000 204300 II 1WTOI3(i) 

10894 Tramroad Bridge, Robertstown, Trecynon 299700 203600 Jl TWT013(ix) 

22532 Newtown Bridge, Ebbw Vale 316930 209890 II JWT019(i) 

238 12 Pantglas Bridge, C lydach 322920 213300 II TWT004 

23813 Smart's Bridge, C lydach 322880 2 13260 ll* JWT004 

238 14 Tra1moad Bridge over Sychnant River, C lydach 322510 2 12660 ll IWT003(iii) 

23818 Tram road Bridge near junction of A465 and 323300 213700 TI IWT003 
Station Road 

23824 Gellifelen Tramroad Bridge 321900 211900 li JWT002 

23837 Rai lroad Bridge at Maesygwartha 323030 213770 JJ TWT004(v) 

23840 Tramroad Bridge near Forge House 323530 213960 IJ TWT003 

26827 Tramroad causeway and bridge at Hirwaun 295850 205730 11 IWT014(i) 
Ironworks 

23826 Embankment and Aqueduct ofBrecknock & 324400 2 14430 11* IWT003/ lW 
Abergavenny Canal T004 

Seven of the transport networks surveyed (I 0 sections by condition) were found to have some 
degree of cunent statutory protection (i.e. Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Listed buildings); 
these are sunm1ruised in Table 5, below. The actual quantification of the area already protected 
as a percentage of tl1e available resource in the network sample has not been attempted, as the 
result would be misleading. The extent of the scheduled resource, however, is clearly under 
representative in tenns of quantity and variety of transport monument type. Previous scheduling 
had concentrated on individual features. rather than viewing the networks as a series of 
interconnected features, and the protected resource had been restricted largely to one particular 

4 Full section number if re levant, or route number if not. 
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type of monument (tramroad bridges) aJmost to the complete omission of others (e.g. tramroad 
cuttings, revetmcnt, groups of blocks, etc ). 

Table 5: Transport network sections surveyed which currently benefit from some level of statutory protection 
( SAM & L. dB ·1d· ) s Isle Ul mgs 
Trausport Network Section Condition SAMNumber LB Number 
Name Number 
Llam-march Railroad IWT002(i) B BRI61 

Llam-march Tramroad IWT003(iii) A 23814 

Llam-march Tramroad 1WT003(iv) B BRI61 

Clydach Rai lroad JWT004(iv) E MM263 

Clydach Railroad IWT004(v) E MM263 23837 

Tappendens' Tramroad IWTOI3(i) A GM411 10872 

Tappendens' Tramroad IWTOI3(ix) A GM347 10894 

Mr Glover's Railroad IV/TO 14(i) A BRI57 26827 

Ebbw Vale Private Line J\VTOI9(i) B 22532 

Protheroe's Tramroad IWT022(i) B GM423 

7.3 The Resource and Proposed Protection 

The overall archaeological significance of the surviving resource has been used to identify the 
transport networks and branches, which should be further considered for protection. The linear 
nature of the resource, and inherently lower value of individual elements, required a different 
approach to the traditional 'site' based approach '"'hen identifying elements of the resource for 
the purpose of protection. It was felt that a broader landscape approach was necessary to prevent 
further under representation of some of the less impressive site types, emphasizing the 
connectivity of the resource through group value, coherence and integtity in particular. The 
surviving resource had been previously subdivided into sections based on general condition. and 
group value, among others (see 7.1, page 17); these sections were used as the basis for 
reconm1ending consideration for protection, rather than individual elements. 

Ten ironworks transport networks and their branches, some 16 sections, were identified as 
satisfying the criteria sufficiently to be considered for future protection. These are listed in Table 
6, below. 

Table 6: Transport network sections surveyed detailing incidence of current scheduled protection and 
d d . f .d . f f . propose recommen atwns or consi eratwn or uture protectiOn 

Surviving Name NGRl NGR2 Currently Consider 
Section Scheduled future 
Number Scheduling 

IWTOOl(ii) Abersychan so 28199 04626 so 27307 03390 No Yes 
Limestone 
Railway 

IWT002(i) Llam-march so 22868 13213 so 22898 13064 Yes Yes 
Railroad 

IWT003(iii) Llam-march so 22572 12721 so 22302 12511 No Yes 
Tramroad 

JWT003(iv) Llam-march so 22868 13213 so 22895 13075 Yes Yes 
Tram road 

TWT004(iv) Clydach Railroad so 20430 12338 so 20067 12220 Yes No 
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,IWT002a :Liam-march ' None 
1 Railroad 

No threats were !Maintain as current. 

IWT003 

I 
! 

I ,_ 
,JWT003a 

JWT004 

IWTOOS 

' --
,JWT006 

(Waunllapria) 
i identi lied from the 
,UDP. I 

Llam-march Part of the incline No threats to surviving ' Consideration could be given No 
Tram road ' within section i sections identified apart I for scheduling of parts of 

1JWT003(iv) falls from ongoing erosion of jsections JWT003(iii) and 
' within scheduled , IWT003(ii). No threats · IWT003(v) as they retain well-
' area (SAM BR 161 ); i identified from the i preserved remains. Extending 

Th b 
.d . 'UDP. ischeduledarca(SAMBR161) 

· e stone n ge tn . 
( IWT003C .. ) , ' to mclude the whole of the 

sec 
1
1
°n db .

1
d . 

111 
incline JWT003(iv) could be 

JS a ISle Ul tng . 
(23814). cons1dered. 

- - - ! __ -

i Llam-march ; None •NI A 
i 

l 
IN/A 
i 

,No 
'Tramroad Pen­
Ffyddlwn 

Clydach 
Railroad 

' Bailey's 
Llangattock 
Tramroad 

Disgwylfa 
Main Tramroad 

·- -
A small section of Vehicular activity has . An appropriate barrier needs to 
IWT004(iv) is al ready caused some I be put in place to prevent 
scheduled (SAM damage to the track bed ., vehicles from accessing the path · 

. MM263). Smart's along 1WT004(i) and . along sections IWT004(i) and 
; Bridge is listed IWT004(ii). No threats 1 (ii). 
(23813) and identified from the 
scheduled as part of UDP. 
Clydach Ironworks 
(SAlvt BR161). 

A railroad bridge 
under the modem 

·road is listed 
(23837). 

' None 

None 

NIA 

. A major problem is 
' increasing bog 
encroachment. Off-road 
vehicular activities pose 
a minor tru·eat. No 
threats identified from 
the UDP. 

The Machine House 
,(IWT004/005, 34645, 34374) 
·might be considered for lis ting. 
Now used as a domestic 

, residence, it remains in good 
' repa1r. 

NIA 

Detailed survey (possibly to 
include trial excavation) of the 
tramroad and surrounding 
quarry/construction features. 
Scheduling could be considered 

' for the best-preserved sections, 
, in particular IWT006(ix). 

No 

No 

Yes 

1IWT006a ·Disgwylfa Pant :None 
1 Draenog 

The tramroad is 
! becoming obscured by 
vegetation. No threats 

Detailed survey/investigation is Yes 
recommended: to be caJTied out 
when vegetation growth is less 
advanced . The causeways ! identified from the 

.UDP. 
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IIWT006b Disgv.')'lfa East ' None. The tramroad is ·; Detailed survey/ investigation is Yes 
:becoming obscured by 1recommended: to be carried out 
' vegetation. No tlu·eats 1 when vegetation growth is less 
1 identified from the advanced. The causeways 
UDP. ' require conservation measures. 

I 
!The quany area and tramroad 
i sections within the quarries 
i require further detailed survey. 
j 

JWT006c ·Disgwylfa .None No threats identified !Detailed survey is highly Yes 
West I from the UDP. • recommended for all sections 

' particularly IWT006c(ii) and 
; (iii) due to the high frequency of 
surviving surface features. 
I Additional buried features may 
J survive. 

i 

I Scheduling could be considered 
for part of this tramroad. 

JWT006d Disgwylfa None ,NI A NIA No 
Main I 

(conjectured) 

IWT006e Disgwylfa None No threats identified :Detailed survey of the later Yes 
·Main (south) from the UDP. 1 tramroad (depicted on I st 

Edition OS) and the quarTies 
and workings along the terraces 
above the river is reconm1ended. 

IWT007 Trevil Railroad None Erosion from off road It is recommended that section Yes 
Main Line vehicles (IWT007(ii) ilWT007(iii) is considered for 

and water damage !scheduling due to the abundance 
especially to of surviving features and very 
IWT007(iii) identified. good condition, e.g. 
No threats identified TWT007/012. 013 and 024. 
from the UDP. Conservation of the revetmcnt 

and north of the bridge 
abutments/causeways is 
recommended. 

1 
Prevent further erosion of 

i surviving sections from off road 
vehicles. Detailed survey (with 

' possible excavation) is 
recommended, particularly for 
IWT007(iii). A number of 

. features related to quanying 
I were also noted in the area. 

!TWT007a Trevil Railroad None NIA 'NI A No 
1 Beaufort Line 

-- -
JWT007b ;Trevil Railroad .None NIA !N/A No 

Ebbw Vale 
~ Line 

JIWT007c 
' 

:Trevil Railroad ,None iN/A iN/A No 
· Sirhowy Line I 

l 
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:nvT007d 

: 

I 
I 
! 
I 

-
IWT008 

[IWT009 
I 

Trcvil line to 
Victoria 

Rassau 
Railroad 

Hall's Trevil 
'Tramroad 

TWTO 1 0 Rhymney 

JWTOll 

IWTOJ2 

1 Tramroad 
Branch 

Morlais East 
Tramroad and 
Railway 

Morlais West 
Tram road 
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None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

'None 

'NI A iN/A 

' No threats identified 
1 from the UDP. 

The tramroad is almost No 
i completely lost to road 
' development. Ensure surviving 
i route link is maintained within 
I 

1 f1llltre development plans as far 1 

! as practicable. 
i 
' 

1 
Clearance of undergrowth 
around JWT008(i) would enable 
detailed survey of the surviving 

~ bridge structure. 

1 Ong~ing qua;Tying l M·ainta in as cunent as far as_ 
threatens the survival of i. practicable. 

, any remains that have 
not already been 
destroyed. 

No threats identified 
· from the UDP. 

; Maintain as cun·ent as far as 
practicable. 

Dereliction and drainage 1 Conservation of the tram road 
are the most prominent and sunounding quarry areas is 
threats at present. There' recommended. A well preserved 
is some minor erosion landscape which should be 
fium off road vehicles. preserved. Statutory protection 
Area fotms part of should be considered. 

:Heritage Trail: 
i infonnation panels have . Detailed survey (possibly to 

' include trial excavation) to been vandalized, though 
dete1mine the phasing and 

some wayside sign construction of the tramroad and 
posting remains. The 

i 

area in a generally 
neglected state. 

The area is highlighted 
as derelict land and an 
infom1al recreation area 

I in the UDP. Limited 
· and sensitive 
reclamation works are 
proposed for the quan-y 
area. 

I 

it branches. 

-
Yes 

Yes 

There is some minor 
erosion from off-road 
vehicles. The area is 
used for outdoor 
pursuits. i.e. climbing, 
this may contribute 
some minor damage to 

[The quarries and their attendant Yes 
i tramroads constitute a well-

1 quarry features. 
I 

, The area is highlighted 
as derelict land and 
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I their preservation and 
' protection. 

1Detailed survey (possibly to 
! include tlial excavation) to 
ll determine the phasing and 
construction of the tramroad and I 
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I 

,JWTOI3 

-

Tappendens' 
Tramroad 
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Gelli Jsaf tramroad 
• bridge wi thin 
section 1WTOI3(i ) 

· is scheduled (SAM 
' GM411) and a 
listed building 

,(1 0872). 

i in-fOimal recreation area :it branches. 
,in the UDP. Limited ! 
and sensitive ' 
reclamation works are 

, proposed for the quarry : 
i area. Area fom1s pa11 of i 
lHe1itage Trail; 
! information panels have ! 
1 been vandalized, though j 
. some wayside sign 
!posting remains. 

·Erection of fencing 
, along the edge of the 
1 tramroad may cause 
i fmther damage. 
' 
·There is a threat of 
! damage to the tramroad 
1section JWT013(iii) 

I 

!The visual and physical link 
.

1

: between Robe11stown iron 
bridge and the surviving 

I
. tramroad to the cast has been 
intenupted by the A4059. T-he 
section of footpath under the 

Robertstown iron from the demolition of 

1 bridge could be improved for 
·safe public access. 

bridge is scheduled ,U wydcoed ironworks. 
(SAM GM34 7) and . 

' also lis ted (10894). 
; 

. No other threats 
identified from the 
UDP. 

' IWT013(ix) could benefit from 
;scheduling. 
! Conse1vat ion/vegetation 
clearance is recommended , 
including remedial work to the 
scheduled features. 

Any fu ture path 
restoration/maintenance should 
take heritage into consideration 

.and be can·ied out under 
archaeological supervision. Al l 

:surviving features (e.g. stone 
I blocks) shou ld be retained in 
situ. 

Yes 

JWT013a Tappendens' None No threats identified 
from the UDP. 

Vegetation clearance under Yes 

-
JWT01 4 

Tramroad \V est 

Mr Glover's 
Railroad 

archaeological supervision 
followed by addit ional survey is 

, recommended. Any exposed 
I features, such as the site of the 
I important Glynneath incline 
engine house could be re­
assessed, at this stage. 

(I\VT014(i) within Erosion from off road Improve access to and along 
schedu led area vehicles. General IWTO 14(i) . The scheduled area 
Hirwaun Ironworks , dereliction and dumping ; is cunently suffering from 
(SAM BR157 of waste. :neglect and continuing 
includes tram road ! dere liction; recommendations of' 
causeway and IWTOJ 4(i) and the , phase I of this project should be 

whole ironworks area 
bridge at Hirwaun). prioritized. Inf01mation panels 

are highlighted in the and safe/suitable access should 
UDP for Land 

' Reclamation. 
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1 Extensive detailed survey is 
1 recommended of the quany 
workings, features and quarry 
face branch routes to the west of 
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:IWT014a 1Mr Glover's 
:Railroad 

I :Bryngwyn 
Extension 

None 

i 
p i rn)I5 •Twynau 

1
None 

Gwynion 
'rramroad Line · 
1 

IJ\VTOJ5a ,Twynau 
Gwynion 
·Tram road I ine 
2 

, JWTO 15b Twynau 
Gwynion 
Tramroad line 

' 3 

--
None 

None 

I IWTOJ5c Twynau None 

IWT016 

, lWT017 

,rwTOJ8 

IWTOJ9 

Gwynion 
Tramroad Line 
4 

Rhymney 
Limestone 
Railway 

Bryn Oer 
Tram road 

Tredegar 
Tram road 

Ebbw Vale 
. Private Line 

irWTOl9a ;Ebbw Vale 
Private line 
addition 

·TWT020 

1
IWT021 

I 

Bute Tramroad 

Beaufort 
:Tramroad 

None 

None 

None 

-
The causeway and 
tuMels are a listed 
building (22532). 

None 

No threats identified 
, from the UDP. 

· SN 94 I 57 09024. Some features 
· have already been recorded 
from IWT014/0ll onwards. 

! Maintain as current. 

I 

; Continuing ~rosion fro~ ! Detailed slllvey. (possibly to 
,livestock. include trial excavation) is 

recommended as a significant 

1 amount of the route survives. 
- -· - - - --
Continuing erosion from 1 Detailed survey (possibly to 

!livestock. j include trial excavation) is 
1 recommended as a significant 
1 amount of the route Slllvi ves 
and buried features are a 

Bog encroachment and 
poor drainage of land 

1 threatens some parts of 
the tramroad. 

' possibility. 

Continuing erosion from 'Maintain as cutTent. 
livestock. 

' 
Continuing erosion from 1 Maintain as cun·ent: 
livestock. 

The surviving section 
JWTOJ 3(ii) is under 
threat from off road 
vehicular activities. 

No threats identified 
from the UDP. 

Maintain as cuiTent. 

I 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

NIA N/A No 

No threats identified 
from the UDP. 

No threats identified 
•from the UDP . 

NIA 

,NI A 

NIA 
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The tramroad is almost No 
, completely lost to road 
; development. Ensure surviving 
route link is maintained within 

:future development plans as far 
as practicable. 

Maintain as current. 

•NI A 

NIA 

No 

No 

No 

No 



IWT022 'Protheroe's 

I 

;IWT022a 

-
JWT023a 

IWT024 

·IWT025 

Tramroad 

Vena lit 
:Tram road 

Banwen 
QuaJTies 
Tramroad 

Ban wen 
Coelbren 
Junction 

Ystalyfe ra 

. Nant-y-glo-
Beaufort 
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JWT022(i) is , No threats identified 
protected wi thin the from the UDP. 
scheduled 
ironworks area 
GM423 . 

iN/A 

I 
; 

I 
' NI A 

Yes 

None I The scheduled area of lThe scheduled area requires 1Yes 

None 

None 

None 

' the ironworks is in an urgent remedial conservation 
overgrown condition; , work; tree clearance/building 

. tree growth is actively ;consolidation work is urgently 
threatening the integrity ' needed, to include clearance of 

' of the standing r vegetation from the associated 1 

:structures. As a result itramroad followed by detailed 

1 the monuments are 1 survey. 
becoming unstable and ' 

1 unsafe. TI1e ironworks 
' structures are seriously 
threatened by 
dereliction. 

No threats identified 
:from the UDP. 
' ·-
Slight bog 
encroachment on route. 

No threats identified 
from the UDP. 

Development is planned 

.. 
, Maintain as current 

NIA 
for the former ironworks ' 
area, this has been 
subjected to a desk-
based assessment and 
appropriate mitigation 
strategies have been 
devised. 
-

NI A. rN/A 
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8. Industrial Ironworks Transport Networks 

1\VT Number 001: Abersychan Limestone Railway (07226g) 

NGR: SO 28199 04626 to SO 26061 03469 
Date Range: c. 1 f530- 1876 
Approximate length oftramroad = 3.3 Km 
Overall survival = 55% 

Historical Background 
The Abersychan Limestone Railway was constructed c1830 to cany limestone westwards from 
Cwm Lascam quarry to the British Ironworks (IW004). This replaced a tramroad branch off the 
Blaenavon railroad . This railway is of special historic interest given its unique status in South 
Wales as it was constructed of wrought-iron fish-belly rails as opposed to the usual plate rails or 
cast-iron bars. It is thought that the railway was abandoned by 1876 (van Laun 2001: pp 40-45). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Tnble 8· Routes of Trnmroad JWTOOl 

Route Name Location Figure Reference 
Number Number 
TWTOOl Abersychan SO 28 1 99 04626 to SO 2.3 

Limestone Railway 26061 03469 

The route of the tramroad from the British lronworks can today be followed along Lodge Road, 
Foundry Road, Union Street, Broad Street and Station Street to Ffrwd Road. The section 
between Ffrwd Road and Coronation Terrace has been destroyed apart from a stone abutment for 
the bridge (IWTOO J/016) that took the tratmoad across the Afon Llwyd river (this conesponds to 
the section noted as A3 by John Van Laun). To the east of the Afon Llwyd a steep incline (A2 
JVL) took the tramroad up to Company's Wood. From here its route can be followed n011h then 
northeast along a footpath through the woods to Cwm Lascarn Quarry. 
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Figure 2: Route ofTramroad IWTOOl Abersychan Limestone Railway 
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Figure 3: Tramroad IWTOOl Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of IWTOOl 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two distinct surviving sections of IWfOOl: 

T I 9 S ab e : fiWTOO urviving Sections o 1 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOOI(i) - SO 27295 03393 to SO 27307 03390 D 4, 5 
JWTOOl(ii) SO 28199 04626 to SO 27307 03390 A 4,5 

IWTOOI(i) (CONDITION D) is a small sw'Viving section ofthe incline noted as A2 by John Van 
Laun. It is in poor condition and severely overgrown. 

IWTOO I (ii) (CONDITION A) this is an extremely well preserved section of tranu·oad, complete 
with many features in good condition. Stone blocks in situ are exposed all along tllis section; the 
best surviving examples have been recorded (see table 1 0). This section is in use as a footpath 
through thick woodland. It seems likely that given the good survival of features along the route, 
many more arc likely to be buried beneath the heavy leaf litter created by the sun·ounding trees. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 3; details of these interests are given in Appendix lJJ . 
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Figure 4: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOOl(i)-IWTOOl(li) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 5: Surviving Tramroad Sections and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection afforded to any part of this tramroad. However, the surviving 
sections are within a special landscape area - Lasgam wood is ancient woodland and is protected 
byCCW. 

Identified Threats 
No immediate threats were identified from the UDP; however, there is a potential threat from 
forestry operations such as thinning or felling. Potential use of the footpath for forestry vehicular 
access should be avoided. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
It is highly recommended that a full detailed survey/plan of this tramroad and perhaps trial 
excavation be undertaken of the surviving sections to ascertain the completeness and extent of 
remains. It is suggested that following this, scheduling of all or part of the surviving remains is 
considered, given its excellent survival and unique status in South Wales. 

Plate 1: Part of Section IWTOO l(ii) Depicting a Surviving Stretch of Stone Blocks, View to Northeast 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

1\VT Number 002: Llam-march Railroad (05985.0g) 

NGR: SO 22930 13305 to SO 21293 12123 
Date Range: 1795-1811 
Approximate length oftramroad = 4.5 Km 
Overall survival = 9% 

Historical Background 
The Llam-march Railroad was constructed following a request made by the Clydach Ironworks 
Company by the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company and was opened by 1795. 
Llanelly quarry provided the limestone to the ironworks at this time. Minor changes were made 
to the tramroad by 1804, most notably the steep incline, which ran tlrrough what is now 
Danycoed, was convetied into four inclines. These were balanced inclines that used ropes rather 
than chains. The branch to Llam-march iron mines via Waunllapria (IWT002a) Was added 
sometime after 1797, this was later extended eastwards with a branch to Blaenavon (this branch 
was not surveyed as features relating directly to Blaenavon have been excluded from the 
project). Most of the route of TWT002 went out of use by 1811 when further changes were 
made. These changes resulted in the route shown in figure 9, IWT003 Llam-march Tramroad 
(van Laun 2001: pp 65-68). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table 12: Routes of Tramroad IWT002 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT002 Llam-march Railroad SO 22930 13305 to SO 21293 12123 6, 7 
JWT002a Llam-march Railroad S02191812096toS021800 11301 6, 7 

(Waunllapria) 

JWT002 
From the ironworks the tramroad ran via a small incline southwards then a second, steep incline 
southwest towards Waunllapria, past Llanelly quarry. lts route can be followed here along a 
minor road through Danycoed and along the edge of the escarpment to Daren-felen. Here it 
levels out and roughly follows the minor road above the former route of the Merthyr, Tredegar 
and Abergavetmy Railway to Gellifelen, ending at the coal and ore works. 

IWT002a 
This branch joins IWT002 at Daren-felen and runs east to a junction at the Jolly Col lier' s at 
Waunllapria. From Waunllapria the trarnroad route can be followed along a minor road until 
Sunny Bank, Llam-march. South of here it has been destroyed by opencasting and the area has 
been landscaped. 
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Figure 6: Route of Tramroad IWT002 Llam-march Railroad 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 7: Tramroad IWT002 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of I\VT002 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5. I). 

There are two distinct surviving sections of IWT002: 

T bl 13 S a e : s urviYIIl ' ectlons o fiWT002 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
JWT002(i) SO 22868 13213 to SO 22895 13075 B 8 
IWT002(ii) SO 21694 12144 to SO 21538 12082 D 8 

IWT002(i) (CONDlTION B) is the tramroad incline descending south-north to the Clydach 
ironworks, now used as a footpath. This incline continued in use when the railroad route was 
altered in 181 I and as such also fonns part of lWT003. The stone track bed survives and is \veil 
preserved but slightly overgrown. The section between SO 22881 13152 and SO 22868 13213 
falls witllln the SAM area ofClydach Ironworks (BR161). 

lWT002(ii) (CONDITION D) is covered with grass and gravel just north of the road near 
Gellifelen. The route of the tramroad is ve1y difficult to determine in this area, however, a slight 
cutting is visible. No surface features were visible through the long grass. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this trmmoad. 

Archaeological interests identified ptior to the current survey are shown on figure 7; detail s of 
these interests arc given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
Part of section IWT002(i) fall s within SAM BR 161 . The surviving sections lie within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Extending the scheduled area to include the whole of the incline IWT002(i) could be considered. 
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Plate 2: Incline on Section IWT002(i) (also IWT003(iv)), View to South 
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Condition of nVT002a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section of IWT002a: 

T bl 14 S a e : s t" UI"VIVIDI! ec lOllS 0 fiWT002 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT002a(i) SO 22075 12296 to SO 22022 12283 B 8 

A very small section IWT002a(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over escarpment along 
the break of slope to the south of the road near Darenfelen school. This section is on private 
land. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features \:Vere recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the cunent survey are shown on flgure 7; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
There is ctuTently no protection afforded to any part of this tramroad. The surviving section lies 
within the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

Identified Threats 
No immediate threats were identified. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 

45 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 8: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT002(i), IWT002(ii) and IWT002a(i) 
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JWT Number 003: Llam-march Tramroad (05985.0g/05274.0g) 

NGR: SO 24383 14541 to SO 21857 12204 
Date Range: c. 181 I - 1870s 
Approximate length o.ftramroad = 5 Km 
Overall survival = 35% 

Historical Background 
By 1811 most of the original route of the Llam-march Railroad serving the Clydach Ironworks 
had been replaced by the new Llam-march Trarnroad at the expense of the Clydach Ironworks 
Company. This route incorporated three new inclines to can-y limestone from Llanelly quarry to 
the ironworks, these were chain worked in contrast to the previous rope-worked inclines. A 
section extended not1heast from the ironworks to the canal at Gilwern and a small branch 
(JWT003a) ran through Daren-felen to Pen Ffyddlwn farm. The section of T\VT002a to 
Waunllapria was also replaced with a new incline at this time. By the late 1860's the ironworks 
had changed hands and was owned by John Jayne, he was responsible for incorporating standard 
gauge track to allow the inclines to serve the Me11hyr, Tredegar and Abergavenny Railway as 
well as the ironworks tramroad. However, only coal and limestone was being transported and 
this was for use elsewhere as the Clydach ironworks was out of operation by this date (van Laun 
2001: pp 68-71). 

General Description 
This tramroad was aiJocated two route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table IS· Routes ofTramroad IWT003 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
JVlf003 Llam-march Tran1road SO 24383 14541 to SO 21857 12204 9, 10 
IWT003a Llam-march Trarnroad SO 22056 12337 to SO 21857 12204 9, 10 

(Pen-Ffyddlwn) 

lWT003 
North of the ironworks, the tramroad ran over Pant Glas Bridge (LB 23812, 07802g), from here 
until north of the A465 the route has been destroyed by land reclamation and road construction. 
Its route survives along a minor road past Forge Row to St Maelog, then northeast along a 
footpath to Gilwem canal where it deviates north and runs under then alongside the scheduled 
Gilwem embankment (SAM MM251 ). 
South of the ironworks the tramroad ran along the same incline as IWT002, before deviating 
southwest rising up a series of inclines past LlaneJly quarry. The tramroad route can be followed 
along a footpath to Daren-felen above the minor road that was the route of IWT002. A junction 
off this route took the tramroad south up an incline to the Jolly collier's at Waunllapria. 

JWT003a 
This route branches off IWT003 at Daren-felen and follows a minor road a short distance to the 
former site of Pen-Ffyddlwn Fann. 
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Figure 9: Route of Tramroad IWT003 Llam-march Tramroad 
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Figure 10: Tramroad IWT003 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT003 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are five surviving sections of TWT003: 

T bl 16 S a c : s . urv1vm [! cct10ns o flWT003 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT003{i} SO 22204 12494 to SO 22018 12430 B 11, 12 
1WT003(ii) S022051 l2435toS02215512291 D ] 1, 12 

IWT003(iii) SO 22572 12721 to SO 22302 12511 A ] 1' 12 
IWT003(iv) SO 22868 1321 3 to SO 22895 1307 5 B 11, 12 
IWT003(v) SO 24308 14471 to SO 23618 14093 A 11 ' 13 -

IWT003(i) (CONDITION B) includes the junction (fWT003/004) of sections E8, E9 and E l 3 
and most of incline E9 (as identified by John van Laun (2001 )). The formation of this survives 
as a grassed over footpath with no visible surface features. 

IWT003(ii) (CONDITION D) this section includes part of the incline recorded as E 13 by John 
van Laun (200 I). Part of this section runs through private land where it is strewn with rubble 
from nearby construction work. The trarnroad, now very overgrown, has been badly damaged by 
the excavation of a drainage gully. 

!WT003(iii) (CONDITION A) relates to inclines El 0 and Ell and a small part of El2 depicted 
by John van Laun (200 1) now in use as a footpath. The inclines are in good condition with some 
exposed stone track bed, although they arc slightly overgrown. A stone bridge (IVlf003/00 I, 
LB 23814) survives between E l I and El2 with two exposed stone blocks in situ (IWT003/002). 
The watercourse passing w1der the bridge has been diveJied from its original route. 

The site of the fonner rolling mills and tramroad route between IWT003(iii) and (iv) has been 
developed for housing. 

JWT003(iv) (CONDITION B) is a tramroad incline now used as a footpath. This incline is the 
same as that used by the earlier Llam-march railroad (IWT002: surviving section IWT002(i)). 
The stone track bed survives and is well preserved but slightly overgrown. The section between 
SO 22881 13 I 52 and SO 22868 I 3213 falls within the scheduled area of Clydach Ironworks 
(SAM BRJ61). 

lWT003(v) (CONDITION A) survives along what is now a footpath to Gilwern canal. This 
section is well preserved; stone track bed is intact in places and some stone blocks remain in situ. 
However, dan1age has been caused by the insertion of drainage channels with the removal of 
stone blocks. l1 is possible that more remains survive buried beneath the leaf litter. A small 
section of the route above Pwll Rhys has been tarmaced over. 
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Figure 11: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT003(i)-IWT003(v) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure I 0; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 18: Features Associated with IWT003(iii (see Figure 12 
Feature Number NGR Type 
pw~o~~~~ SO 22535 12681 JTramroad bridge 
l~!~~;oo~_ jso 22535 I2681 1st~~ bi~ck.-
, IWT003/003 I so 22558 12705- irr~-;;:;~~ ~uttin~ 

Table 19: Features Associated with 1WT003(v) (see Fi >ure 13) 

' IWT003/005 i SO 23574 14034 ! Revelment 

; I\V!__003/0_Q~ jS623618 14093 J.!>ost h~~ 
iiWT003/007 ! S0-2~768 14!27 I Ston~ block 
j_IWT~03/008 I SO 24144 14286 Drain Pipe 

! IW~0~31?09 !SO i4149 14286 !St-one blo~k 
' IWT003/0 I 0 ; SO 24189 14286 Stone block 

IWT003/011 

1 IWT003/0 12 
i JWT003/0 13 

:so 24209 14286 
'SO 24245 14421 
I SO 24258 ] 4420 

Current Protection/Status 

i Stone block 

~ Stone block 
1Building 

Part of section TWT003(iv) falls within SAM BR161. 
The stone bridge in section JWT003(iii) is a listed building (23814). 
Part of IWT003(i) is within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lies within Cwm Clydach 
SS SI. 
Part of IWT003(iii) is within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lies within the following 
protected areas; Cwm Clydach Woodlands SAC and PSAC, Cwm Clydaeh ancient woodland, 
Cwm Clydach NNR and SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No CUJTent threats to surviving sections apart from ongoing erosion of IWT003(ii). 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Extending the scheduled area to include the whole of the incline IWT003(iv) could be 
considered. Consideration could also be given for the scheduling of the lower section of 
IWT003(iii) as it is well preserved and provides a good exan1ple of a change from rope worked 
inclines to chain in this area. The eastern section of IWT003(v) could also be considered for 
scheduling as it has high group value with the Gilwem Embankment (SAM MM251) 
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Figure 12: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT003(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 13: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT003(v) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Plate 5: Gilwern Embankment (SAM MM251) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition J\VT003a 
There are no surviving sections of this tramroad. The route of this section is now that of a minor 
road . 
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IWT Number 004: Clydach Railroad 
(05269.0g/05976.0g/05977.0g/06009.0g/06010.0g/276001) 

NGR: SO 24361 14610 to SO 16476 11539 
Date Range: c. 1794 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 10 Km 
Overall survival = 20% 

Historical Background 
Construction of the Clydach Railroad came in response to the need of the Brecknock and 
Abergave1my Canal Company to transport coal from the Clydach Valley. John Dadford was 
commissioned to design the railroad in 1794 to run from Gelli-felen coal pits to the canal at 
Glangrwyney on the Usk (the section east of Gilwem has not been surveyed). By _1805 the 
railroad had been extended westwards to Nant y glo and then joined the Rassau Railroad at 
Beaufort (van Laun 2001; Rattenbury 1 980). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 20· Routes of Tramroad IWT004 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT004 Clydach Railroad SO 24361 14610 to SO 16476 11539 14, 15 

Much of the railroad has been tannaced over and the route is now largely that of minor roads. 
Eastwards from the junction with the Rassau and Trevil Tramroads at Rhyd-y-blev·l, its route can 
be traced along Beaufort Rise, Radford Terrace, Frost Road and Bangor Road. The section 
around Beaufmi Hill has been destroyed by housing development until south of Maeshalog 
House. The tramroad continued eastwards along what is now a footpath to a junction at the 
reservoir north of Winchestown. Here a branch would have run southeast to join with the 
Disgwylfa Tramroad to Nant y glo. 

From the reservoir the tramroad continued northeast and its route can now be followed along 
Alma Street, Brynmawr. A small section of the tramroad has been destroyed by Brynmawr 
roundabout, however, its route can be traced north of the A465 towards Maesygvvartha where it 
ran along the north side of the river below Blackrock, passing Daren Ddu quarries. The traimoad 
continued northeast through Cheltenham and Maesygwartha to the canal head at Gilwem. 

A connection from the railroad into the ironworks is thought most likely to have been along a 
stone road across Smart's Bridge (LB 23813, 03204g) depicted on 1st Edition OS. Jolm van Laun 
(200 I) mentions that the gauge of the bridge is unlikely to be for a tramroad as well as the fact 
that there a1·e no wear marks or means of fixing plates. 
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Figure 14: Route of Tramroad IWT004 Clydach Railroad 
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Figure 15: Tramroad IWT004 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of P\VT004 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are six surviving sections of IWT004: 

T bl 21 S a e : s un'Ivmg cctwns o fiWT004 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin_g_ Number 
IWT004(i) SO 18379 11298 to SO 17622 J 1462 B 16, 17 
IWT004(ii) SO 18379 11298 to SO 1849011150 c 16, 17 
IWT004(iii) SO 18614 11434 to SO 18354 11299 B 16, 17 
IWT004(iv) SO 20430 12338 to SO 20067 12220 E 16, 17 
IWT004(v) SO 22230 12750 to SO 22004 12749 E 16, 18 -

IWT004(vi) SO 24361 J 461 0 to SO 24367 14526 c ] 6, 18 

IWT004(i) (CONDITION B) is in use as a footpath between Maesyhaelog House and the fom1er 
Nant y glo Ironworks reservoir north of Winchestown. The trackbed survives and is 
approximately 1.5m wide with drainage ditches and parallel dry stone walls of mixed boulder 
and cut masonry to either side. Between SO 18025 I 1 373 and SO 18196 11326 the tramroad 
deviates into private land, covered by heavy vegetation. A number of stone blocks were recorded 
with good wear detail ; however, the section is eroded in this area. 

IWT004(ii) (CONDITION C) follows a footpath to Waunheulog housing estate. It would have 
originally joined the Disgwlyfa tramroad at thi s point. This section is heavily eroded and 
littered. No surface remains were recorded. 

IWT004(iii) (CONDITION B) is a continuation of the Clydach railroad over the dam on the east 
side of the fom1er Nant y glo Ironworks reservoir. This section survives as a grassed over bank, 
no surface features were visible. 

JWT004(iv) (CONDITION E) The tramroad formation survives but is tannaced over for use as a 
footpath, however, bmied remains are possible. This section is important as the main surviving 
feature is a scheduled stone-revetted eruih causeway with stone archway over Nant Melyn streatn 
(SAM MM263, 307962, 276001). From the end of IWT004(iv) to the Rock and Fountain Inn, 
Cheltenham the tramroad has been destroyed, though, its route can roughly be traced along the 
A465. 

IWT004(v) (CONDITION E) the fonnation survives, including a culvert IWT004/004 but it has 
been tarmaced across the top and used as a footpath. This section in fact forms part of the 
Clydach Gorge Heritage Trail. 

The remainder of the tranu·oad can be traced along a minor road through Cheltenhatn over at 
least two bridges, 1WT004/006 and one which is listed (23837) to Maesygwartha past Machine 
House (IWT004/005, 34645, 34374) to the canal head at Gilwem. Here a small section survives 
running alongside the canal. 
IWT004(vi) (CONDITION C) is a partly grassed over, partly gravelled section that has been 
dan1aged by the creation of a track. No surface features were visible. 
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Figure 16: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(i)-IWT004(vi) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified p1ior to the current sun ,ey are 
shown on figure 15; details ofthese interests arc given in Appendix lll. 

1~V~0_4/~~1 
TWT004/002 

Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 24: Features Associated with IWT004(v) (see Fi ure 18) 

i TWT004/004 I so 2205 1273 

Table 25: Features Associated with 1WT004 Other (see Figure 18) 
!Feature Number jNGR !Type 
IIWT004/005 :s02417914375 jBuilding 

' IWTOOJ/00 I ' SO 22535 126RI . Tnunroad Bridge 

Current Protection/Status 
A small section ofiWT004(iv) is scheduled (SAM MM263). 
Smart's Bridge is listed (238 J 3) and scheduled under the area of Clydach Ironworks (SAM 
BRI61). 
A railroad bridge under the modem road is listed (23837). 
IWT004(iv), (v) and (vi) are within the Brecon Beacons National Park and lie within the 
protected areas ofUsk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. Vehicular activity has already caused some damage to 
the track bed along IWT004(i) and IWT004(ii). 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
An appropriate banier needs to be put in place to prevent vehicles from accessing the path along 
sections IWT004(i) and (ii). 
The Machine house might be considered for listing. It is in good repair and now used as a 
domestic residence. 
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Figure 17: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 18: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT004(v)-(vi) and Identified Features 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

1\VT Number 005: Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad 
(03213g/05271.0g/05980.0g) 

NGR:S02111915287toSO 1909710916 
Date Range: c. 1830-1876 
Approximate length oftramroad = 7.5 Km (within GGAT area) 
Overall survival= less than 1% within area surveyed 

Historical Background 
In 1828 the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company authorised the Bailey family to build a 
tramroad from Nant y glo ironworks to Llangattock quarries (the section north of Waun Watcyn 
was not surveyed during this survey as this lies beyond the boundary of Glan1organ-Gwent). The 
tramroad was fully completed within 18 months and proved to be a saving for the Bailey's as it 
was cheaper to transport limestone from their own quarries to Nant y glo ironworks than from 
Trevil quanies as they had done previously. The limestone from Llangattock was also said to be 
of better quality than that of Trevil. This tramroad joined a connection to the Brecknock and 
Abergavenny Canal at Llangattock 

1t has been suggested that locomotives were used along this tramroad due to the size, thickness 
and weight of blocks and chairs, along with other documentary evidence (van Laun 200 I: pp1 07-
113). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 26: Routes of Tramroad IWTOOS 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
JWT005 Bailey's Llangattock SO 21119 15287 to SO 19097 10916 19,20 

Tramroad . -

The route of this tramroad can be followed by a minor road leading around Lla.ngattock 
Mountain south from Waun Watcyn, then west above Blackrock to Brynmawr where it continues 
along lntetmediate Road and Lower Bailey Street. From here it ran due south to Nant y glo 
Ironworks, however, this section has been destroyed by housing and industrial development. 
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Figure 19: Route ofTramroad IWT005 Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 20: Tramroad IWTOOS Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of fWTOOS 
Although no surface features survive. causeways remain beneath the road at Hafod and at the 
base of the fonner incline at Wcm Watcyn (see table 27). 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix IJ) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the cun·ent survey arc 
shown on figure 20; details ofthese interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 27: Features Associated with IWT005 (see Fi ure 21) 
Feature Number 

I lWTOOS/00 I 

l!wi'6i5JQ02 

NGR 
/SO 20661 12864 

1.so ~88o I483o 

Current Protection/Status 

!Tramroad causeway 
1-- -· . 
1 Tramroad causeway 

No cunent protection/status given to surviving features . 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the VDP. 
schemes/maintenance. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 

Potential threat from future road 

Maintain as current. The identified features were inaccessible at he time of survey, any works 
having an effect on these features should allow for archaeological recording. 
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Figure 21: Tramroad IWTOOS Identified Interests 
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I\VT Number 006: Disgwylfa 

NGR: SO 21171 14782 to SO 19079 10592 
Date Range: c. 1818- 1833 
Approxilnate length oftramroad = 9.8 Km 
Overall survival = 49% 

Historical Background 
Disgwylfa quarries were worked by Nant y g1o Ironworks from c. J 818 although little 
documentary evidence exists concerning the construction of the tramroad, it is thought to have 
existed by this time (Rattenbury 1980). Tramroad branches served a number of quarries in the 
area and were in use up until 1833 at the latest, most falling out of use by 1829 when the 
Bailey's opened their new tramroad to Llangattoek quarries (lWT005). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated six route numbers for the pmpose of the survey: 

Table 28: Routes of Tramroad IWT006 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT006 Disgwylfa Main Tramroad SO 21890 14314 to SO 19947 13179 22,23 
IWT006a Disg.vylfa Pant Draenog SO 21711 14082 to SO 21691 13683 22,23 
IWT006b Disgwylfa East SO 21916 14255 to SO 21693 13678 22,23 
JWT006c Disgwylfa West SO 21171 14782 to SO 21819 14279 22, 23 
IWT006d Disgwylfa Main SO 19939 13179 to SO 19152 12794 22,23 

(conjectured) 
IWT006e Disgwylfa Main (south) SO 19155 12784 to SO 19155 12784 22, 23 

IWT006 
This route equates to the section of Disgwylfa tramroad running from the southem entrance to 
the quarry of the Lonely Shepherd along the route of the present day footpath across Llangattock 
Mountain and Nant yr Hafod to the edge of the field boundaries of Hafod Farm. This was 
separated from IWT006d as the exact route in this area is unknown. The route of this tran1road 
originally extended further north into the quarries of the Lonely Shepherd, however, this was 
destroyed by the later construction of IWT006b. 

IWT006a 
This tnumoad is a branch off the main line IWT006 running north along a footpath to Pant 
Draenog Quarries. 

IWT006b 
This tramroad is a branch off the main line IWT006 running northeast along a footpath to the 
southern extent of the quarries of the Lonely Shepherd. 
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I\VT006c 
This route branches off IWT006 notihwest through the Quarries of the Lonely Shepherd and can 
be followed along a footpath to Darcn quarry where it tenninates. 

IWT006d 
This section of the main line has been completely destroyed and as such a conjectured route 
taken from van Laun (2001) is depicted. The tramroad routes in this area had also changed 
substantially by the ftrst edition map, however, it is shown on a plan from I 821 (Rattenbury 
1980). 

JWT006e (06008.0g/060 13.0g) 
This route is a continuation of the main line to Nant y glo Ironworks. The route of this section 
can be traced southwards along a footpath on an escarpment from Clydach Dingle te Clydach 
Street, Brynmawr, then along Well Street and Park Crescent. The tramroad originally crossed 
the main Clydach Railroad then connected to it via a small branch before continuing to the 
ironworks. This southem most section has been destroyed by residential and industrial 
development. 
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Figure 22: Route of Tramroad IWT006 Disgwylfa 
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Figure 23: Tramroad IWT006 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 24: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006 (all) 
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Condition of l\\1T006 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

Although most of this section of tramroad is traceable on the ground, its condition varies; 
therefore, it has been divided into ten sections detailed below: 

T bl 29 S a c : un'tvtn s f !! CC lOllS 0 fiWT006 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT006(i) SO 20046 13223 to SO 19947 13180 D 25,26 
JWT006(ii) SO 20422 13421 to SO 20046 13223 B 25,26 
IWT006(iii) SO 20452 13454 to SO 20422 13421 D 25,26 
IWT006(iv) SO 20497 13493 to SO 20452 13454 B 25, 26 -
IWT006(v) SO 20732 13508 to SO 20497 I 3493 c 25,26 
IWT006(vi) SO 20866 13524 to SO 20732 13508 B 25,26 
IWT006(vii) SO 21154 13542 to SO 20866 13524 c 25,26 
IWT006(viii) SO 21528 13499 to SO 21154 13542 B 25,26 
IWT006(ix) SO 21617 13545 to SO 21528 13499 A 25,26 
lWT006(x) SO 21890 14314 to SO 21617 13545 B 25,26 

1WT006(i) (CONDITION D) is badly eroded and covered by dense reed growth and bog 
formation. The tramroad in this area is not easily identified. 

IWT006(ii) (CONDITION B) survives as a slightly raised embankment, which runs through a 
number a cut1ings. This section is grassed over and no features were visible on the surface. Part 
of this section has been dan1aged by a track. 

IWT006(iii) (CONDITION D) bog encroachment has covered the tramroad, therefore it was 
impossible determine its course or see in any detail. 

IWT006(iv) (CONDITION B) represents a well-preserved feature: IWT006/005. A grassed over, 
raised causeway with possible bridge abutments at the northeast end. There is some slight 
erosion to the abutments. 

JWT006(v) (CONDITION C) this section has good surviving features in situ, such as stone 
blocks, trackbed and revetment. However, there is heavy erosion along the track and disturbance 
in some places caused by the creation of a gas pipeline corridor. 

IWT006(vi) (CONDITION B) survives in good condition as a grassed over embankment 
approximately 1 .8m wide and 0.4m high with occasional sections of exposed stone revetment, 
especially visible along causeway IWT006/0 10. 

IWT006(vii) (CONDJTION C) once again bog has encroached over the tramroad. Causeway 
JWT006/0 10 continues through this area, however, because of dense reed coverage it is hard to 
identify the exact course of the tramroad in some areas. 
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IWT006(viii) (CONDITION B) is a well-presen,ed fonnation scarped into the hillside with 
occasional sections of exposed stone revetment similar to IWT006(vi). Sinkholcs and areas of 
scree, for example IWT006/0 14 surround this section. 

JWT006(ix) (CONDITION A) this represents an extremely well preserved, stone revetted 
causeway with both sides of the tramroad exposed along the top as two parallel lines of stone 
blocks (IWT006/0 15). 

IWT006(x) (CONDITION B) this section is similar to sections IWT006(vi) and (viii), a well 
preserved grassed over embankment contouring the hillside then heading towards the qumTies of 
the Lonely Shepherd through a series of cuttings. 
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Figure 25: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006(i)-(x) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazet1eer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 30: Features Associated with IWT006(ii) (sec Figure 26) 
I Feature Number J NGR I Type 

[ TWTO~~~Ol j SO 203 ~2 ~~-30~ !_~r~uoacJ_cutting 
j ~VT006/0~2 ! ~<_? :_o.:_~o !3~64 I T!~l~ad_ cutting 
! IWT006/003 ! SO 20135 13242 

1 
Quany 

: I\VT006/004 1 SO 20351 13384 ITramroad cutting 

T able 31: Features Associated with IWT006(iv) (see Figure 26) 
JFcaturc Number JNGR IT)•pe 
i I WT006/005 I SO 204 3 3 1 3469 1

1 
Tram road causeway 

I . 

Table 32: Features Associated with IWT006(v) (sec Figure 26) 
I Feature Number INGR I Type 

j IWT006/006 i SO 20607 1 3540 ! Stone blocks 

jiWT006/007 l SO 20G66 I 3 53 8 ! Qii"arry 

i]\v1-oo6too8 i so 20686 13524 i Ston~block 
. I j ·--

Table 33: Features Associated with IWT006(vi) (sec Figure 26) 
I Feature Number INGR JType 

IWT006/009 ' SO 20812 13 507 I Tram road cutting 

JWT006/0IO so 20855 13521 Tramroad causeway 

Table 34: Features Associated with IWT006(vii) (see Figure 26) 
JFeature Number JNGR jType 
1 IWT006/0 l 0 i SO 20855 13521 jTramroad causeway 

IWT006l0 I I SO 21 031 13542 J T~~~roacl c~tting 

Table 35: Features Associated with IWT006(viii) (sec Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

I IWT006/012 SO 21185 13548 

:JWT006/0 13 

t rvnoo_6/0 14 

~ so2J2i7 I 3sso 

~ ~0~131913548 

Er~u~ad cutting 

J Culvert 

T able 36: Features Associated with 1WT006(h) (see Figure 26) 
I Feature Number JNGR JType 

IWT006/015 ' S021531 13501 jTramroadCauseway 

Table 37: Features Associated with IWT006(x) (sec Figure 26) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

IWT006/016 

IWT006/01 7 
I -
IWT006/018 
-----
IWT006/019 

, JWT006/020 

11 WT006/021 

I1WT006i622 
I 

so 21655 13629 
- --~ -

[ S<_:J~-~ ~~~ 14197 
ISO 21824 1428 1 

ISO 21848 14305 
I - -- -

!so 21707 13968 

iso 21708 13807 
I ·--· - --· 
lSO ~16_92 13678 

! Tramroad cutting 
L - -- - - -

jS~~ 
: Tramroad junction 

- ITramroad- cutting 
I - -
!Tramroad cut1ing 

i rra~1road junction 

] r~ni\;~y 

79 



00 
0 

Figure 26: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006(i)-(x) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all surviving sections lie 
within the protected areas ofUsk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. However, a major problem is seen in increasing bog 
encroachment. Off road vehicular activities could be seen as a potential threat. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The overall condition of the tramroad is given as good (value B), however, survival may be 
better than is thought, with features surviving in a buried state. This area could benefit from a 
detailed survey and possibly trial excavation to ascertain the true extent of survival. Scheduling 
could be considered for the best preserved sections, in particular the stone reverted causeway 
IWT006(ix) but also IWT006(ii), IWT006(iv), 1Wf006(viii) and 1Wf006(x). 

Plate 6: Revetted Causeway (IWT006/015) along Section IWT006(ix), View to North 
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Condition of IWT006a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

100% of this route survives as one section: 

T bl 38 S a e : UrVIVlll s f g ec wns o fiWT006 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
JWT006a(i) SO 2171 1 14082 to SO 21691 13683 B 27,28 

This tramroad branch survives in its entirety, though in a more overgrown state than the main 
route (IWT006). 

IWT006a(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over embankment with exposed sections of 
stone revetment and heavily revetted causeways visible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A sunm1ary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

1IWT006a/001 :SO 21690 13772 !Tramroad causeway 
r·rw·foo6N'oo2 - ls6 21687 138f5 . r:r;amr;;dcause~ay __ _ 

j IWT006a/003 i SO 21676 14025 ;Hollow way 

! 1WT006a/004 ' SO 21691 J 3683 ! Trarr{road junction 

Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all surviving sections lie 
within the protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SS SI. 

Identified Threats 
The tramroad is becoming heavily overgrown. No further threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
More detailed survey/investigation is recommended, to be cruTied out at a time when vegetation 
growth is less advanced. As the tran1road appears to be in good condition, it is considered that 
additional features may be buried beneath the undergrowth. The causeways may require some 
conservation work to prevent collapse. This section could be considered for scheduling. 
The quarry area and minor tramroad sections to the quarry faces require further detailed survey. 
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Figure 27: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006a(i) 
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Figure 28: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT006a(i) and Identified Interests 

~ 
! 
I 

6124 

IWT006a/001---i 

434 6m 

l 
~ .. 

Key: 

• Archaeological Interest 
(recorded during fieldwork) 

_Condition of surviving sections 

8 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the pennission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary 
Office 0 Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or c ivil proceedings. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ud I 00017916 (2006). 

Mae'r map hwn yn seiliedig ar ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheolwr Llyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © Hawlfrain t y Goron. 
Mac atgynhyrchu heb ganiatad yn torri Hawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn arwain at crlyniad neu achos sifi l. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd. I 000 179 16 (2006). 

84 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

85 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT006b 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 
100% of this route survives as one section: 

T bl 40 S a c : s urvJVIIl!! ectwns o fiWT006b 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT006b(i) SO 21916 14255 to SO 21693 13678 B 29,30 

This entire trarnroad branch survives, however, in a more overgrown state than the main route. 

IWT006b(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over embankment with some exposed 
revetment and occasional stone blocks visible; it is unclear if these are surface tramroad blocks 
or stone for revetment as too little was exposed to detem1inc their exact nature 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number NGR Type 
1IWT006b/OOI ISO 21709 13808 

I IWT006bl002 :so 21 709 13908 

i iwT006b/003 i SO l1 7 60 140 i 9 
: IWT~O~b/_00~ I so 2"127) I ~~3~ 
· lWT006b/005 l SO 21833 14083 

, IWT006b/006 • SO 21853 14083 

Current Protection/Status 

_[!Ze~etment 
! Stone block 

. Rock cannon? 

iframroad cutting 

ITrai;,_ro;d cu-tting 

iQua~zy 

No CUITent protection or status is given to the tramroad. However, all surv1vmg sections lie 
within the protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSJ. 

Identified Threats 
The tramroad is becoming heavily overgrown. No fut1her threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
More detailed survey/investigation is recommended, to be carried out at a time when vegetation 
growth is less advanced. As the tramroad appears to be in good condition, it is considered that 
additional features may be buried beneath the undergrowth. The causeways may require some 
conservation work to prevent collapse. This section could be considered for scheduling. 
The quarry area and minor tramroad sections to the quarry faces require fmiher detailed survey. 
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Figure 29: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT006b(i) 
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Figure 30: Surviving Tramroad Section TWT006b(i) and ldentifie_d_I_n_te_r_e_st.""s _ ___,~.-.---.rn 
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Condition of IWT006c 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are four surviving sections of IWT006c equating to 94%: 

T bl 42 S s . a e : , UTVIVIDI! ecttons 0 fiWT006 c 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin~ Number 
IWT006c(i) SO 21725 14442 to SO 21824 14281 B 31 , 32 
IWT006c(ii) SO 21318 14585 to SO 21725 14442 A 31 , 32 
IWT006c(iii) SO 21199 14686 to SO 21270 14598 A 31, 32 
IWT006c(iv) SO 21171 14 782 to SO 21 I 99 14686 A 31 , 32 

Nearly the entire tramroad branch survives in very good condition. 

IWT006c(i) (CONDITION B) represents feature IWT006c/001, a substantial cutting leading 
through a number of quarries. The cutting and quarry areas are well preserved although grass 
covered and strewn with boulders. 

IWT006c(ii) (CONDITION A) is extremely well preserved. It generally survives as a grassed 
over embankment with frequently exposed sections of stone blocks, stone trackbed and ballasted 
revetment, the best examples of which have been recorded as IWT006c/003 and 005. 

The section between IWT006c(ii) and (iii) has been destroyed by the laying of a gas pipeline. 

IWT006c(iii) (CONDITION A) is again very well preserved like IWT006c(ii). Of note IS 

feature IWT006c/007 a balla..;;ted causeway with exposed stone blocks on its surface. 

IWT006c(iv) (CONDITION A) remains in good condition with numerous, though widely 
spaced, groups of stone blocks surviving in situ. 
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Figure 31: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006c(i)-(iv) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

J T~amroad cuttin~ • IWT006c/00 1 
L .. - --- --

Feature Number NGR Type 
!IWT006c/002 I SO 21371 14576 ~ ~~~m:o~d cutti~g 
I iwToo6cioo3 , so 2 ·1610 14494 , Revetment 
!--- ·- ·- _, .- -·-·---··-··-~-·-- -- - ·'---·-·---

!IWT006c/004 SO 21665 14510 :Tramroadjunction 
:iwi'oo-6c!oo5 ·! so2-14n 14574 -! Stone bl;ck ---· ·· --

iSO 21200 14677 
!so 21269 14666 

Current Protection/Status 

: "!!!~~~_a-~ Cl!_tt!!1g 
; Tramr?ad causewat 

No current protection or status is given to the trarnroad. However, all surv1vmg sections lie 
within the protected areas of Usk Bat Sites SAC and PSAC as well as Mynydd Llangatwg SSSI. 

Identified Threats 
No tlu·eats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Further detailed survey is highly recommended for all sections particularly rwT006c(ii), (iii) and 
(iv) due to the high frequency of surviving surface features. As the tramroad is in very good 
condition, additional features may be buried in situ beneath the surface. Scheduling could be 
considered for the best surviving sections of this tranrroad. 

Short spurs to the north of this section represent tramroads leading to trial quarries. More 
detailed survey is recommended for the associated quarry areas and any tramroad spurs leading 
to these. 
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Figure 32: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006c(i)-(iv) and Identified Interests 
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Condition of IWT006d 
There are no surviving sections of this part of the tramroad. 

It appears that most of the route in this area was removed or tipped by the survey of 1st edition 
OS; though Clydach Dingle, B1yn-y-gaer and Coed-cae mawr have remained largely unchanged 
since then, subsequent opencasting. road constmction and reclamation have led to a major effect 
on the landscape here. There are traces oflater tramroads (depicted on 1st Edition OS) to the 
south of the River Clydach, however, it appears that no part ofTWT006d now survives. 
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Condition of JWT006e 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categ01ised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are three surviving sections of IWT006e equating to 9%: 

T bl 46 S a e : s urv1vmg ect10ns o fiWT006 e 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT006e(i) SO 19228 12525 to SO 19230 12499 A 33,34 
IWT006e(ii) SO 19195 12681 to SO 19217 12553 B 33,34 
JWT006e(iii) SO 19155 12784 to SO 19195 12681 B 33,34 

All surviving sections can be found along a footpath running north at the end of Clydach Street. 

IWT006e(i) (CONDITION A) is a short section demarcated by trees to either side of the track. 
Formation survives as a muddy path with exposed stone blocks (IWT006e/001). More features 
are possibly buried beneath the leaf litter. 

IWT006e(i i) (CONDITION B) is very overgrown. Again the section is demarcated with trees to 
either side and a Hawthorn hedgerow to the west. The edge of an opencasted area is located to 
the west. Remains of revetting (IWT006e/002) are very overgrown and it is probable that other 
remains exist beneath the undergrowth. 

The section between IWT006e(i) and (ii) has been destroyed by the construction of a modern 
track. 

IWT006e(iii) (CONDITION B) this section survives as a grassed over fonnation contouring the 
hillside through a cutting (IWT006e/003). Buried remains are possible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A swnmary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the eunent survey are 
shown on figure 23; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

IWT006e/OO I , SO 19233 12521 j ~tone block _ _ __ _ 

IWT006e/002 

Table 49: Features Associated with IWT006c iii see Fi ure 34) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

;rwT006e/003 !SO 19196 12721 [Tramroad cutting 
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Figure 33: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006e(i)-(iii) 
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Figure 34: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT006e(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No current protection or status is given to the tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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IWT Number 007: Trevil Railroad 

NGR: SO 11938 13594 to SO 17059 07670 
Date Range: 1796- 1964 
Approximate length oftramroad = 13.3 Km 
Overall survival= 61% 

Historical Background 
The Trevil Railroad Company was fonned by the ironmasters of Beaufort, Sirhowy and Ebbw 
Vale ironworks in I 793 in response to the refusal of the Monmouthshire Canal Company to 
undertaken any further tramroad extensions until the completion of those proposed under the 
Monmouthshire Canal Act eight-mile clause. Engineered by Thomas Dadford and completed by 
I 796 the railroad brought limestone from Trevil quarries to the ironworks. In 1874 the track was 
re-laid, bar rails being replaced with double-headed rails, implying locomotive traction. At this 
date the company's name was changed to the Trevi l Railway Company. However, locomotives 
would have been unable to travel along Trevi I at this time as the Rassau Rai !road (IWT008) was 
not converted; Trevil depended upon Rassau for its connections to the ironworks. Following the 
departure of Beaufort to Llangattock in the 1830s and the closure of Sirhowy Ironworks in 1882 
limestone was transported only to Ebbw Vale and Victoria Ironworks. The main line was 
converted to standard gauge and re-engineered in 1919 with a connection to the Ebbw Vale 
Private line after Trevil Machine was dispensed with. Further modifications were made in 1938, 
the tramroad remained in use until 1964 when final closure came (van Laun 2001: 121-127). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated five route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

Table SO· Routes of Tramroad IWT007 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT007 T revil Railroad Main Line SO I 1938 13594 to SO 14668 11511 35,36 
IWf007a TreviJ Railroad Beauf01i SO 17320 12387 to SO 16204 11536 35,36 

Line 
IWT007b Trevil Railroad Ebbw Vale SO 16893 10961 to SO 17218 09703 35,36 

Line 
IWT007c Trevil Railroad Sirhowy SO l446411149toSO 1437610390 35,36 

Line 
IWT007d Trevil Line to Victoria SO 17051 09926 to SO 17059 07670 35,36 

IWT007, IWT007a, 1WT007b and IWT007c were all linked to the Rassau Railroad (IWT008), 
which acted as an intermediary line allowing the transportation of limestone between Trevil 
machine and the Beaufort, Ebbw Vale and Sirhowy Ironworks. IWT007d linked to TWT007b 
and served Victoria Ironworks. 
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IWT007 (05222.0g/05223.0g/05224.0g/05269.3g/05269.2g/05269.3g) 
This comprises the main route running southeast from Trevil quarries across Mynydd Llangyndir 
to Trcvil Machine. Whilst Trevil Machine is now destroyed the route of the tramroad can still be 
followed along a bridle way to Trevil and the entrance to the quarries. Trevil quaiTies remain in 
operation, therefore, the section north of Railway Terrace was not surveyed. 

IWT007a (54303) 
This route fonned a junction with Rassau Railroad at Rhyd y Blew and ran to Beaufort 
ironworks where for a sh01t time it was possible to connect straight to the Beaufort Railroad 
(IWT021 ). Trevil Railroad also joined the Clydach Railroad at Rhyd y Blew. The route can be 
followed along Church Crescent and Beaufort Rise to the end of Ebbw View. Here it enters 
private land and therefore was not surveyed. A branch also ran north/northeast to an iron mine at 
Gamlydan. This route can be traced along Raglan Terrace and north along Primitive Place 
through Bryn Coch housing estate. 

IWT007b 
This part of the route met the end of the Rassau Railroad (IWT008) at Beaufort Ironworks near 
what is now Newchurch Road and ran south to the furnace tops at Ebbw Vale ironworks. lts 
route can be followed along Newchurch and Pant y Fforest Roads. 

IWT007c 
This route served Sirhowy ironworks. branching off the Rassau Railroad (IWT008) at Penmarc 
and running almost parallel with it to the ironworks. 

IWT007d 
This line to Victoria Ironworks is the latest of all the Trevil lines and was not completed until 
after 1843. It ran from Ebbw Vale parallel to the Ebbw Vale Private Line (IWTOI9) across the 
now listed causeway and tunnels, then turned south to Victoria. 
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Figure 35: Route of Tramroad IWT007 Trevil Railroad 
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Figure 36: Tramroad lWT007 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre·survey) 
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Condition of IWT007 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5. I). 

A large portion of this trarnroad (61 %) is very well preserved, including two sections of the 
original tramroad route and a number of passing loops. The surviving route has been split into 
six sections to represent different conditions of survival: 

T bl 5 S a c 1: s . urviVm!?. ections o fiWT007 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
lWT007(i) SO 13771 11744toSO 1445011563 A 37,38 
IWT007(ii) SO 13502 11991 to SO 13771 11744 E 37,38 
IWT007(iii) SO 13227 12231 to SO 13481 12079 A 37,38 -

IWT007(iv) SO 13227 12231 to SO 13502 11991 E 37,38 
IWT007(v) SO 12897 12268 to SO 13028 12286 B 37, 38 
IWT007(vi) SO 12250 12772 to SO 13227 12231 B 37.38 

lWT007(i) (CONDITION A) the majority of the tramroad runs to one side of the bridle way. It 
is well preserved as a grassed over embankment with in situ surface features exposed in places; 
these include stone blocks, stone trackbed, wooden sleepers and stone revetting. A particularly 
good example is IWT007/002. Trcvil machine and a small section to the east of IWT007(i) have 
been destroyed by road construction. 

JWT007(ii) (CONDITION E) survives in formation with some exposed surface features similar 
to IWT007(i) above but has been gravelled over for use as a bridle way. Areas of erosion and 
damage probably caused by vehicles were noted. 

IWT007(iii) (CONDITION A) is an exceptionally well-preserved elevated section of original 
tramroad (pre-1919 bypass), including a substantially revetted causeway (IWT007/024) with two 
arched bridges (IWT007/012,013) (see John Van Laun K3, K4, K5). The section is grassed 
over, however, impressions of later sleepers buried beneath the surface can be seen. Many areas 
of revetment arc exposed through the gra<;s and a number of culverts were recorded. The 
tramroad runs adjacent to a quanied face pattway along the eastern most section of the loop. 

IWT007(iv) (CONDITION E) represents the post-1919 causeway (identified as K6 by John Van 
Laun), that replaced IWT007(iii). This section is heavily gravelled over and in use as a bridle 
way, however, buried remains are possible. 

IWf007(v) (CONDITION B) is another section of the original route (noted as K2 by John Van 
Laun). It is a well-preserved section; grassed over with sleeper impressions and a square stone 
culvert (IWT007/020) surviving in good condition. 

lWT007(vi) (CONDITION B) the formation of the tramroad is well preserved, surviving as a 
grassed embankment. Revetment is exposed in places and a number of culverts were recorded. 
To the north of IWT007(vi), the tramroad lies within an active quarry, therefore, it was not 
possible to survey this section. It is likely that ongoing quarrying has destroyed much of this 
section, once it enters the quarry. 
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Figure 37: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT007(i)-IWT007(vi) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 36; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Fcattu-e Number NGR Type 
; IWT007 /001 I SO 141 4 1154 I Wooden s lccpers 

!1-rrw·.~TTOO·-o0?._7i1o0_ o023
_ -I s6I387 iT72 j-Stonc Bl~ck 

IS0 -13791174 ' Re~et~ent 

1so 1372 1175 Culvert I .. -· ·-·- - --~-- ---- I __ - --
IWT007/005 'so 1369 1174 Revelment 

· JWT007/006 so 13653 11742 !Passing loop 

Table 54: Features Associated with IWT007 iii sec Fi ure 38) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

; 1WT007 /007 1S013471211 I Stone block 

I IWT007 /008 ! so 134 7 i 2 l4 IQuatry 
. - -··--- -

IRevetment . IWT007 /009 ! so 134 7 1221 
- - - -- i 

IWT007/0IO !SO 1344 1228 !Culvert 
1
T\Vl'oo7/o1t 

. --------- - ··--- . 
jSO 1342 1236 iDrai~ 

t - :so 1343 1l49 I TWT007 10 12 Bridge 

IWT007/013 so 1338 1251 'Bridge 

; TWT007/014 so 1335 1249 1Revetment ---- -·- ·-

IWT007/015 so 1335 1249 1Leat 
' lWT007/016 so 1335 1233 ,Culven 
IWT007/017 ·so 1329 1224 Revetment 
IWT007/024 ·so 1343 1249 Tramroad causeway 

: !Wiooi/625 
-- ------~ --··· - - - - --so 1336 1242 . Wooden sleepers 

I IWT007 /026 ,so 1336 1241 !Revetment 

IWT007/0l9 •SO 12901226 'Tramway 

i IWT007/020 ; SO i295 1231 ·Culvert 

Feature Number NGR Type 
IWT007/018 SO 1225 1274 Culvert 
IWT007/021 ·SO ijo7 1229 Culvert 
IWT007/022 so 1317 1225 1Culvert 
IWT007/023 so 1265 1232 I Passing loop 
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Figure 38: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT007(i)-(vi) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded to this tramroad. The surviving sections lie 
within an E16 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Identified Threats 
Ongoing quarrying threatens the survival of any remains of the northern most section. Erosion 
from off road vehicles is a problem especially along IWT007(ii) . On IWT007(iii) water erosion 
has scoured the track bed. No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
It is recommended that section IWT007(iii) at least is scheduled due to the high number of 
surviving features and good condition, especially IWT007/012, 013 and 024. Some conservation 
work is required for the revetment along this section and especially the north side of the 
causeway and bridges. 

Prevent further erosion of surviving sections from off road vehicles. This area would repay more 
detailed survey and possible excavation, particularly for IWT007(iii). A number of features 
related to quarrying were also noted in the area, which require further survey. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Plate 11: Single Arched Bridge IWT007/012 on Causeway IWT007/024 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT007a 
It is possible that a small section of tramroad survives beneath the undergrowth adjacent to the 
footpath at Bryn Coch housing estate or even tmder the footpath itself, however. no remains were 
noted. The rest of the tramroad has been destroyed by the construction of the A465. 

Condition of JWT007b 
There are no visible surviving remains of this tramroad. 

Condition of IWT007c 
This entire section of the Trefil tramroad has been destroyed by development of Crown Business 
Park and modern housing estates. 

Condition of IWT007d 
The entire section of this tramroad south of Market Square has been destroyed by extensive 
redevelopment of the area. However part of its route can be traced along the road east of Market 
Square over Steelworks Road via the causeway and tunnels of the former Ebbw Vale Private 
Line completed previously in 1813. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 008: Rassau Railroad (05998.0g/05265.0g) 

NGR: SO 16891 10968 to SO 14362 10172 
Date Range: 1796- 1907 
Approximate length of tram road = 4 Km 
Overall survival = 14% 

Historical Background 
Construction of the Rassau Railroad was authorised by the Monmouthshire Canal Act and was 
completed in 1796. This formed a connection with the Beaufort Railroad at Beaufort and 
allowed a link to be maintained between the Sirhowy, Beaufort and Ebbw Vale Ironworks. The 
Rassau Railroad was also connected to Trevil Railroad (IWT007) at Trevil Machine and three of 
its branches (IWT007a, IWT007b and IWT007c) which served the aforementioned ironworks 
with limestone from Trevil quarries. All three of these railroads were engineered hy Thomas 
Dadford and as such shared the same track gauge. The Clydach Railroad was later connected to 
Rassau at Rhyd y Blew. The link to the Beaufort Railroad was severed c.1805 when it was 
converted to a plateway. However, the Rassau Railroad continued to link the Trevil sections until 
1907; it was then abandoned after Trevil was connected to the Ebbw Vale Private Line (van 
Laun 2001: 121-129). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 57: Routes of Tramroad IWT008 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT008 Rassau Railroad SO 16891 10968 to SO 1436210172 39,40 

From its connection with the Beaufort Railroad near what is now Newchurch Street, Beaufort, 
the tramroad ran northwest to Rhyd y Blew. Its route can be traced along Cwm Hir Road, then 
along a footpath running above Allotment Road. From Rhyd y Blew it ran west, crossing a 
stream to Trevil Machine. This section of the route can be followed along the present day 
Rassau Road. From Trevil Machine the tramroad ran south to SirhO\vy Ironworks. 

Its main connections with the Trevil Railroad (IWT007) were at Trevil Machine, which allowed 
traffic to be direct west to Sirhowy or east to Beaufort and Ebbw V ale; at Penmarc where the 
Trevil Sirhowy line (IWT007c) ran parallel with it to the ironworks; at Rhyd y Blew where it 
connected both with a line to the north section of Beaufort Ironworks (IWT007a) and with the 
Clydach Railroad (IWT004) and at Newchurch Street where the Trevil line (lWT007b) ran to 
Ebbw Vale furnaces. 
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Figure 39: Route of Tramroad IWTOOS Rassau Railroad 
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Figure 40: Tramroad IWTOOS Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT008 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There arc two surviving sections of IWT008: 

Table 58• Survivino Sections of IWT008 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
1WT008(i) SO 16035 11533 to SO 16036 11517 E 41 , 42 
IWT008(ii) SO 16212 11524 to SO 16642 11226 E 41 , 42 

The western section of the tramroad south of the A465 has been destroyed by development of 
Crown Business Park and housing estates. From Nant-y-croft the route of the tramroad can be 
traced along Rassau Road until just before it passes under College Road. 

IWT008(i) (CONDITION E) is a small section surviving as a tarmaccd footpath over a fom1er 
stone tramroad bridge (308649). This area is very overgrown; as a result it was not possible to 
assess the condition of the bridge. The tramroad has been destroyed by later road construction 
until opposite the car park ofRhyd-y-blew Inn where its route can be rejoined as a footpath. 

IWT008(ii) (CONDITION E) now used as a footpath survives in fom1ation as a raised 
embankment, sloping southeast down to Allotment Road. It has been tarmaced over along the 
top, however, the sides are grassed and at one location surviving revetment was visible through 
the grass (IWr008/002). John Van Laun notes this section as K8. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below. please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey arc 
shown on figure 40; details of these interests are given in Appendix IlL 

i IWT008/00 1 I SO 1650 1131 ! Boundaty marker 

1 IWT008/002 j SO 16-50 1131 : R.evet~ent 
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Figure 41: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT008(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 42: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOOS(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The tramroad is nearly completely destroyed with any remains buried beneath tarmac. 

Clearance of undergrowth around IWT008(i) would enable more detailed survey of the surviving 
bridge, conservation should then be carried out as needed. 
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Southeast Wales Indushiallronworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 009: Hall's Trevil (06774g) 

NOR: SO 11631 13981 to SO 11520 07342 
Date Range: 1815- 1884 
Approximate length of tramroad = 8. 4 Km 
Overall survival = 7% 

Historical Background 
Benjamin Hall became the owner of both the Lower and Upper Rhy:mney furnaces in 1810. At 
this time limestone was transported to these ironworks along the Tredegar Tramroad and the 
Rhymney Branch. To avoid the payment of excessive tolls and to generate income, Hall set 
about building a tramroad to serve Rhymney, independent of the others. This was conducted in 
two stages (both completed by 1815) to get arow1d the eight-mile limitation clause set by the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company. Hall's Trevil Tramroad (IWT009) was Guilt from 
Rhymney Lower furnace to the Quarryman 's Arms near Trevil quarries with a branch to 
Rhymney Upper Furnace. At the Quarryman's arms the tramroad linked to the Brynoer 
Tramroad (IWT017) also built by Hall. which allowed passage to the canal at Talybont-on-Usk. 
A branch from Brynoer Collieries a lso connected to Hall's Trevil Tramroad. Construction of 
Hall 's Trevil Tramroad had the effect of reducing the distance and cost of transporting limestone 
and iron ore. In 1852 Rhymney abandoned Trevil quarries in favour of Twynau Gwy:nion and 
Hall's Trevil Tram road was out of use altogether by 1884 (van Laun 2001: 138-142). 

General Description 
This trarnroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 60: Routes of Tramroad IWT009 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT009 Hall's Trevil Tramroad SO 11631 13981 to SO 11520 07342 43,44 

From Rhymney Ironworks (lower) the tramroad ran north to Lechryd, here a small branch 
continued to Rhyrnney upper furnace and the main line ran northeast to Waundeg before turning 
north to Trevil where its route is now that ofTrcfil Road until just northeast ofTafam Ty Uchaf, 
here the tramroad entered Trevil quaiTies. This tramroadjoined wW1 the Brynoer Tramroad near 
the Quarryman 's Arms. Trevil. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 43: Route of Tramroad IWT009 Hall's Trevil 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 44: Tramroad IWT009 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT009 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving sections ofJWT009: 

T bl 61 S a e : urv1vm f i WT009 s f g ec wns o 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
TWT009(i) SO 11847 13229 to SO 11979 12924 B 45, 46 
TWT009(ii) SO 12614 11448 to SO 12685 11165 c 45, 46 

The tramroad has been destroyed south of the A465 by housing development and open casting. 
To the north of the A465 the trarmoad has been removed during development of Tafamaubach 
Industrial estate as far as Nant y Bwch. North of Nant y Bwch farm the tramroad has been 
tannaccd over and the route is now that ofTrefil Road. 

IWT009(i) (CONDITION B) survives in a slight cutting just east of Trevil Road. It is grassed 
over with no surface remains visible. 

1WT009(ii) (CONDITION C) is located pmtly on private land. The sections either side of 
Penrhyn farm survive as a grassed over linear embanked f01mation suffering some erosion. 

North of IWT009(i) the trarnroad has been disturbed by creation of an access track for heavy 
machinery to the quarries. This northern most section was not surveyed as the quarries are still 
in operation. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 44; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

IWT009/00 I ! SO 1170 1354 1 Tram road junction 
I IWT0-09/002 ; SOJI-939 13006 1 Tram road C~tting 
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Southeast Wales Jndustrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 46: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT009(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 

I . - I o 
N m 0 

~; 
0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 0 

o- 0 

~ 

0 

I ~~ 
I 

- ... , 
~, 

! 
f!JJ 

I 

----· 

cJ 
0 -

Archaeological Interest 
+ (recorded during fieldwork) 

Condition of surviving sections 

B 
c 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the pennission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary 
Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust U d I 000179 16 (2006). 

• 

Mae'r map hwn yn seiliedig ar ddcunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheolwr Llyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © Hawlfraint y Goron. 
Mae atgynhyrchu heb ganiatad yn torri Hawlfra int y Goron a gall hyn arwain at erlyniad neu achos sifil. 
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ud I 000 179 16 (2006). 

123 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status afforded to this tramroad. The surviving section lies 
within E16 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Identified Threats 
Ongoing quarrying threatens the survival of any remains of the northcm most section. No threats 
were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 

Maintain as current. 
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IWT Number 010: Rhymney Tramroad Branch 

NGR: SO 13228 10492 to SO 10844 09160 
Date Range: c. 1806- 1815 
Approximate length of tramroad = 3.1 Km 
Overall survival = 3% 

Historical Background 
The Rhymney Tramroad was constructed c. I 806 by Homfray and Co of Tredegar as a branch of 
the Tredegar Tramroad (IWT018) to transport limestone from Trevil quatTies to Rhymney Upper 
furnace as well as to carry iron out from Rhymney via Tredegar. However, this was short lived 
as the branch was made redundant by I 815 with the construction of Hall's Trevil (fWT009) and 
the Brynoer (IWT017) Tramroads (van Laun 2001: 136). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 63· Routes ofTramroad IWTOIO 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOlO Rl1ymney Tramroad Branch SO 13228 10492 to SO 10844 09160 47,48 

Branching west from a junction with Tredegar Tramroad (IWT018) at Dukcstown the tramroad 
ran to Rhymrtey Upper Furnace. Part of its route can be followed along Metthyr Road and the 
A465. 
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Figure 47: Route of Tramroad IWTOlO Rhymney Tramroad Branch 
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Figure 48: Tramroad IWTOlO showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of JWTOlO 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

Nearly the whole tramroad route has been destroyed by land reclamation and road construction, 
only one small section remains: 

T bl 64 S a e : s urv1vmg ectwns o fiWTOlO 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOIO(i) SO I 0844 09160 to SO 10890 09083 u 49, 50 

IWTO 1 O(i) (CONDITION U) is the only surviving section of lWTO 10. This area is on private 
land and therefore was inaccessible at the time of survey. The surviving section of tramroad is 
on raised ground, running down a slight incline to the site of the old furnaces. Some revetmcnt 
(IWTOI 0/001) was visible. Further survey is recommended to ascertain whether any surface 
features survive. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 48; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection is currently afforded to the surviving section IWTO I O(i). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
If with further survey works or trial excavation the tramroad section IWTOl O(i) is found to be 
well preserved, consideration could be given to extending the already scheduled area of 
Rhynmey Upper furnace (GM403) to incorporate any surviving remains. 
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Figure 49: Surviving Tramroad Section IWTOlO(i) 
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Figure 50: Surviving Tramroad Section IWTOlO(i) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 011: Morlais East 

NGR: SO 05093 09982 to SO 07235 07676 
Date Range: c. 1825 - ? 
Approximate length of tramroad = 5. 2 Km 
Overall survival= 39% 

Historical Background 
The Dowlais Iron Company opened a new limestone quarry at Morlais (east) after leaving 
Twynau Gwynion quarries in 1825. Despite this a tramroad connecting the quarries to the 
Dowlais and Ivor Ironworks was not opened until the 1830s. The gauge was 4ft 2in, the same as 
the Penydarren tramroad allowing traffic to transfer between the two. By 1832 it is possible that 
combined wheel locomotives such as Yn Barod Etto could have worked the line to Morlais East 
as they were able to run on 4ft 2in as well as standard gauge railways. It is suggested tnat any of 
Dowlais' standard gauge locomotives could have worked this trmmoad following likely 
conversion of the track after 1838 (van Laun 2001: 169-170). 

General Description 
This tran1road has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 66· Routes of Tramroad IWTOl l 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWTOll Morlais East SO 05093 09982 to SO 07235 07676 51, 52 

A large number of trarnroad spurs branch off the main trarnroad route to access different quarry 
faces. Only the main branches were smveyed during this project. 

The northem section of the tramroad through the quarries is now a designated trail known as 
Morlais Heritage Trail; set up by Pen-y-Dre high school in conjunction with Merthyr 
Groundwork Trust. The trail starts opposite the lower car park of the Brecon Mountain Railway 
alongside Mor1ais Golf Comse. From here the tratmoad ran a winding course southwards 
through Pant to the lvor Works, its route can be partly followed along Pant Road. The tramroad 
continued southeast to the eastem extent of Dowlais Ironworks where it joined the Pcnydarren 
Tramroad. 
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Figure 51: Route ofTramroad IWTOll Morlais East 
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Figure 52: Tramroad IWTOll Showing Archaeological Inter_e_s_ts~(P_r-,e,-s_u-=rr_v_ey=-)=---------, 
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Condition of IWTOll 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categotiscd according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are three surviving sections of IWTOll: 

T bl 67 S a e : s urv1vm r ectious o flWTOll 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin_g_ Number 
IWTOll(i) SO 05811 09651 to SO 06003 09496 B 53,54 
fWTOII(ii) SO 05876 09768 to SO 05915 09596 D 53, 54 
IWTOll(iii) SO 05093 09982 to SO 05876 09768 E 53,54 

IWTOll (i) (CONDITION B) survives as formation, grassed over with no obvious above ground 
features. The western most section appears to retain buried sleepers. 

IWTOll (ii) (CONDITION D) the route of the tramroad is discernable, however, the track 
formation itself has been subject to substantial damage from the excavation of a drain. Remains 
of stone blocks and later wooden sleepers were found to either side of the track and some in situ 
remains arc visible in the drain section. A small siding survives along the revetment IWTOll /03. 

IWTOlt (iii) (CONDITION E) most likely represents a later phase of the tramroad. Wooden 
sleepers survive intact above ground in numerous places and also buried as grassed over bumps 
along the tran1road alongside the present walking track. Several branches to the quany face 
connect to the main line, the junctions of which are clearly visible. Collapsed buildings 
associated with the quany arc situated nearby. This is possibly an extension or alteration to the 
earlier stone built tramway, the remains of which may be preserved underneath the wooden 
sleepers as indicated by the damage to JWTO 11 (ii). 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix IJ) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 52; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number 

I IW!"_~! 1 /~0] 
TWTOll/002 

• 
! IWTO 11 /003 

Feature Number 
iTWTOll /004 
1
IWT011/005 

JWTO 1 1 /006 
1IWT011 /007 
f 1WTO i 11008 

~-- -· - ---~-

1 so o59? ~9~6 
l so 0592 0959 

NGR 
so 0591 0961 

•SO 0591 0961 

so 0591 0961 
·so o59o o966 

i so 0590 0966 

r c~lvcr1 
.,Revelment 

1Iron Tramroad Chair 
1..- - - -- -
Wooden sleeper 

Stone block 
Stone block 

1
Limek.iln 

Feature Number NGR Type 
! IWTOll/009 ·SO 0557 0992 'Wooden sleeper 

TWTOJI /010 ' SO 05837 09845 Wooden sleeper 
' IWTOil/01-1 -. s-6o534o.992 !Building 

' iwTOll /012 S0.0530 6994 1 Q~rarry building 

IWT011 /013 so 05130 09989 'Tram road junction 

Current Protection/Status 
The surviving section of tramroad currently receives no statutory protection. Morlais Heritage 
trail may be seen to aid preservation of this area, through drawing attention to the features. 

Identified Threats 
Dereliction and drainage are the most prominent threats at present. There is some minor erosion 
from off road vehicles. 
The area is highlighted as derelict land and as an informal recreation area in the UDP. 'Limited 
and sensitive' reclamation works are proposed for the quarry area. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
This area is untidy and littered. Information panels have been vandalised although some wayside 
sign posting remains. Conservation of the tramroad and surrounding quarry areas is needed. 
This extractive landscape is of some interest and should be preserved and enhanced. Further 
survey of the tramroad and quarries is required. Excavation might be undertaken to investigate 
the phasing and construction of the trarnroad and it branches. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 012: Morlais West (03173.0m) 

NGR: SO 04929 09972 to SO 05600 07013 
Date Range: c. I 800 - 1870s 
Approximate length oftramroad = 4.8 Km 
Overall survival = 34% 

Historical Background 
Evidence suggests that a tTamroad was in existence between Morlais West quarries and 
Penydarren Ironworks by 1800. Penydarrcn worked the quarries with Plymouth from thi s period 
and through nmning to the Plymouth ironworks via Penydarren tramroad was realised in 1803. 
Extension of the tramroad further north into the quarries was undertaken by 1830, this section 
seems to have remained open until the closure of Plymouth Ironworks in the 1870s. The lines to 
the southern quanics most likely closed along with Penydarren ironworks in 1859 (Van Laun 
2001: 170-182). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 71: Routes ofTramroad IWT012 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
JWT012 Morlais West SO 04929 09972 to SO 05600 07013 55,56 

Mor1ais West took a winding route n01th from its junction with the Penydarren Tramroad at 
Penydarren Ironworks, past Morlais Castle to the quarries. The section of tramroad from the 
A4102 to SO 04901 09172 has been substantially destroyed. However, its route can be followed 
in places along the present route of Tramroad Lane and Goetre Lane through The Gurnos. 

The surviving line of tramroad north of SO 04901 09172 is now a designated trail known as 
Morlais Heritage Trail; set up by Pen-y-Dre high school in conjunction with Merthyr 
Groundwork Trust. The trail starts opposite the lower car park of the Brecon Mountain Railway 
alongside Morlais Golf Course. 
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55: Route ofTramroad IWT012 Morlais West 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 56: Tr·amroad IWT012 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of JWTOJ 2 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (sec Section 5.1 ). 

There are three surviving sections ofiWTO 12: 

T able 72: Survtvml! ectwns o s . fiWTOJ2 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin_g_ Number 
JWTOJ2(i) SO 04823 09487 to SO 04901 09172 c 57,58 
JWT012(ii) SO 04744 09749 to SO 04889 09180 A 57,58 
IWTOJ 2(iii) SO 04929 09972 to SO 04 706 0963 7 E 57,58 

lWTO 12(i) (CONDITION C) is traceable on the ground although remains are -generally 
ephemeral. The most visible part of the formation lies between SO 0484 0930 and SO 0485 
0943. 

IWT012(ii) (CONDITION A) a well preserved section of trarnroad with stone blocks. Blocks 
have fixing holes and wear marks. In some places both the left and right side of the track are 
visible i.e. IWTO 12/003 and 006 and junctions are clearly visible. 

IWTO 12(iii) (CONDITION E) this section of track is later than IWTO 12(i) and (ii) and represents 
an extension to quarries north of Morlais castle. Partly shown on a map of 1830, these had been 
extended by 1875. This section was constructed with wooden sleepers. Surface imprints are 
visible where sleepers have been removed (IWTO 12/01 0) and parts of sleepers below these 
exposed suggesting replacement or renewal of track at a later stage. 
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Figure 57: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT012(i)-(iii) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix IJ) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 56; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 73: Features Associated with IWT012(i) (see Fi ure 58) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

Table 74: Featm·es Associated with IWT012(ii) (see Fi ure 58) 
Feature Number NGR Type 

iiWT012/00 1 ISO 0487 0922 :stone block 
! . ------ ····--· -·-·· ··- - -·- . I--·-· -- -! IWTO 12/002 ' SO 0483 0926 l Revetment 
' rw-i~oi21oo3 ; so 0479--0936 ! ~;n-~ block 

· IWTO 12/004 ! SO 04 77 0944 I Quarry 
·rwTOT2ioos :soo47so9s2 - ; .s"t;;-~eb!oc-k 
I 

J IWTO 12/006 

1IWT012/007 

: IWil) 12/00R 

I IWTO 12/009 

IWTOI2/010 

'JWT012/0ll 

-- ·-

'so 0472 0959 

I 
so 0470 0968 

! so 0469 0969 

ISO 0467 0978 

. so 0466 0986 

I SO 0486 0996 

Current Protection/Status 

,Quarry 

L~to~e block 
: Tramroad junction 

! Tramroad junction 

tWoodcn sleeper 

'Building 

The surviving section of tramroad currently receives no statutory protection. Morlais Heritage 
trail may be seen to aid preservation of this area, through drawing attention to the feature . 

Identified Threats 
There is some minor erosion from off road vehicles. The area is used for outdoor pursuits, i.e. 
climbing, this could contribute minor damage to quarTy features, though an appropriate level of 
information could easily prevent this. 

The area is highlighted as derelict land and informal recreation area in the UDP. 'Limited and 
sensitive' reclamation works are proposed for the quarry area. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
This end of the Morlais Heritage Trail is better maintained than the east; whilst some wayside 
sign posting remains, the existing infonnation panels have been vandalised. Conservation of the 
tramroad and surrounding quarry areas is needed. This is an impmtant and generally well 
preserved landscape, as a result consideration should be given to its preservation and protection. 

Further survey of the tramroad and quarTies is recommended. Excavation might help to 
determine the phasing and construction of the tramroad and it branches. 
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Figure 58: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT012(i)-(ili) and Identified Interests 
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Plate 12: Tramroad Section IWT012(ii), View to South 
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IWT Number 013: Tappendens' Tramroad (03225.0m) 

NGR: SN 88712 06736 to SO 01512 02181 
Date Range: 1802 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 19.3 Km 
Overall survival = 20% 

Historical Background 
It took long deliberation before the construction of a trmmoad connecting the ironworks at 
Llwydcoed and Abemant with the Neath Canal was finally begun. The trmmoad was eventually 
built in two sections; the first by the Neath Canal Company commenced in 1802 from the canal 
head at Glyn Neath to Wyfra bridge, the second by Homfray, Birch and the Tappendens 
eastwards from the bridge to the ironworks (Mear 1999). The whole tramroad was eventually 
opened in 1805. The section east of Hirwaun (1WT013), also known as the -Abernant 
Tramroad,carried limestone brought from Penderyn along the pre-existing Mr Glover's tramroad 
(see IWT014) to Aberdare and Abemant furnaces. Following the eventual commencement of the 
Aberdare Canal in 1809 a new tramroad branch was built from the proposed canal head to Gelli 
Isaf bridge. Later in 1819 Abernant ironworks constructed a direct line to the canal, making the 
route westwards (1WT013a) redundant. In 1827 Gadlys ironworks was linked via a small branch 
to Robet1stown bridge. (van Laun 2001: 188-196). The growth of Abemant ironworks resulted in 
increased traffic and acted as a catalyst for the conversion of the eastern section of tranrroad to 
Aberdare canal firstly to a steam-hauled line and then to a railway in 1 852. 

Genera) Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of the survey: 

T able 76: Routes of Tramroad IWT013 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT013 Tappendens' Tramroad SN 96164 0 53 13 to SO 01512 02 181 59,60 
IWT013a Tappendens' Tramroad SN 88712 06736 to SN 96164 05313 59,60 

West 

IWT013 
This route represents the most long-lived section of Tappendens' Tramroad east of Hirwaun, 
which thrived after the construction of the Aberdare Canal. This includes the original route 
running between Abemant and Llwydcoed to Hirwaun; later branches built to the new canal head 
from Gelli-Isaf bridge and Abemant ironworks as well as the 1827 branch linking Gadlys 
ironworks (34884) to the whole system. From Hirwaun the route can be followed along a 
tarmaced track and footpath just south of the River Cynon above Penywaun to Gelli-isaf bridge 
near Llwydcoed. Tlrrough the site of Llwydcoed ironworks the route can be followed along a 
footpath then minor road to Abemant, where the later route to the canal can be traced as a 
footpath to the canal. The branch running from a junction at Gelli-isafbridge (01084m, 34815) 
to the canal can now be traced along a tmmaced footpath to the canal. 
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IWTOI3a (03225.0m) 
This route runs west from Hirwaun to the Neath canal head at Glyn-Neath (noted as U3 and 
U4by van Laun). This section was more or less abandoned after the opening of the Aberdare 
canal and extension of the eastern section. Most of the tramroad route now comprises minor 
roads and tracks. From Hirwaun this route can be followed along Manchester Place and 
Meadow Lane; from this point the tramroad route has been interrupted by road construction and 
land redevelopment. Its route can be picked up again along Rigos Road. It heads south west 
through private land and then along a footpath as far as Wyfra Ucha. West of Wyfra Uchaf farm 
to the Vale ofNeath Gliding Club, the route can be traced along a gravelled and tarmaced track. 
From here the route of the footpath depicted on the map has been diverted and the tramroad lost 
to land reclamation. West of Graig-y-nos fann the route can be followed along a tarmaced road, 
down an incline then along Merthyr and Aberdare Roads. 
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Figure 59: Route ofTramroad IWT013 Tappendens' Tramroad 
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Figure 60: Tramroad IWTO l3 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 6l:Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(i)-(ix) and IWT013a(i)-(v) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT013 
The identitied tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are nine surviving sections of IWTO 13 equating to 29%: 

T 1 7 S ab e 7: urvtvm fiWT013 s . cct10ns o 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT013(i) SN 96164 05313 to SN 01512 0218 1 A 61,62,63 
IWTOI 3(ii) SN 99119 04370 to SN 99012 04350 B 61,62,63 
IWT013(iii) SN 99267 04350 to SN 99119 04370 B 61' 62,63 
IWT013(iv) SO 01139 02850 to SO 01332 02447 c 61,62,64 
IWT013(v) SO 01428 02349 to SO 01463 02277 u 61, 62,64 -

IWT013(vi) SO 01199 02398 to SO 01339 02313 E 61, 62, 64 
IWT013(vii) SO 01199 02398 to SO 01339 02313 E 61,62,64 
IWT013(viii) SO 00120 03599 to SO 00489 02945 c 61,62,65 
IWT013(ix) SN 99701 03611 to SO 00120 03599 A 61, 62, 65 

The surviving tramroad to Llwydcoed Ironworks has been divided into 3 sections: 

IWT013(j) (CONDITION A) now fonns a footpath crossing Gelli-Isaf tramroad bridge and is 
reasonably well preserved with exposed stone blocks in situ. The bridge itself is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument (SAM GM411). 

IWT013(ii) (CONDITION B) exists in formation as a muddy footpath continuing east from 
Gelli-lsafbridgc with no surface finds, however, buried remains are possible. 

IWT013(iii) (CONDITION B) continues along the footpath from IWT013(ii) in slightly better 
condition, through a hollow under a bridge for the mineral railway. No surface features were 
visible, however, buried remains are possible. 

Four sections surviving at the canal end of the tramroad are: 

TWT013(iv) (CONDITION C) is a badly damaged section. Even though this is a public footpath, 
a drain has been excavated through the middle of the track, destroyi ng the tramroad fonnation. A 
couple of fmds were made and more may be buried under the dense leaf litter. (This section 
corresponds to part ofU8 noted by John Van Laun). 

IWTOJ 3(v) (CONDITION U) survives as a slight grassed over bank, running into a wood. This 
is on private property and therefore was not surveyed. (This section corresponds to part of U8 
noted by John Van Laun). 

IWT013(vi) (CONDITION E) is wider than the other sections, the track bed survives and is built 
up for use as a footpath, buried remains are possible. (This section eon·esponds to part of U6 
noted by John Van Laun). 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWTOJ 3(vii) (CONDITION E) the track bed formation survives under built up footpath similar 
to IWT013(vi). Buried remains are possible. (This section corresponds to part of U6 noted by 
John Van Laun). 

TWT013(viii) (CONDITION C) is currently a muddy footpath. The tramroad formation survives 
in generally good condition with a number of exposed stone blocks a good example is found in 
IWT013/013, which extends over the blidge abutment £WTO 13/014. This section has suffered 
from erosion and disturbance and requires conservation work. A number of stone blocks have 
been displaced and the south end of the section is untidy, rubbish has been dumped here and 
building works are ongoing nearby. A fence has been constructed along the west side of the 
tramroad in this area. this may have destroyed some of the tram road fom1ation. Despite its poor 
condition this section has high group value with IWTOI3(ix). 

IWT013(ix) (CONDITION A) is an exceptionally well-preserved section, including an arched 
stone bridge (IWT013/021) ); the Gelli-isafbridge built between 1803 and 1805 to the designs of 
Evan Hopkin, the noted Swansea Valley Engineer. Part of which has previously been considered 
for scheduling as GM 527. Many exposed stone blocks survive in situ. Although part of the 
tramway has been destroyed by the A4509, this section has been extended for the purpose of this 
study to include the scheduled Robertstown Bridge (SAM GM347, 01096m, 34820, LB 10894). 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 62: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(i)-(ix) 
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Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix H) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 60; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 79: Features Associated with IWT013(iv) (see Fi 
Feature Number NGR Type 

!IWT013/002 SO 0125 0271 :Drain 

If rwT_o13ioo3 .. _ _ JSO 0 l~S _!!_2_?.~ . j St?~e b~~~k _ 

~:!'0~~~004 _ _: ~~!~15_0~77_?. J Wo~?en s~cper 

;crane pivot unassigned 
. . 

I SO 0042 0304 
. - -

I IWT01 3/007 'so 0039 0309 Stone block 
-

JWT013/008 so 0034 0325 Stone block 
-------
· lWTO 13/009 so 0037 0330 Stone block , ____ --
1 IWTO 13/0 I 0 'so 0030 0341 :Stone block 

. . .. -· 
riWT013/0ll I SO 0024 0345 ·Stone block 
t -·· -· -- .. 1-- -· - -- - -
!~I~_llo1_~ so 00156 03556 I Stone block 

·------- --- .. --~- -- --
I IWTO 13/013 ! so 00203 03500 ! Stone block 

-· J -
1IWT013/014 I so 00203 03500 Revetment 
I IWT013/0 15 so 0017 0353 Stone block 
IWT013/016 so 0015 0357 Stone block 
f·-- ·- -------
i IWT013/017 ISO 00354 03361 ,Wall 
t - - ----

1 so oou5 63577 IIWT013/018 1Tramroad culvert 

Table 82: Features Associated with IWT013(ix) (see Figure 65) 
!Feature Number INGRl I Type 
IWT013/019 ,SO 0011 0359 1Stone block 

- ---- +- - - - -
IWT013/020 SN 9993 0362 Stone block 

I IWTO 13/0l i 
IWT013/022 

so 0010 0362 
1SN 9981 0364 

Tramway bridge 
. Stone block 
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Figure 63: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 64: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(iv)-(vii) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 65: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013(vili)-(ix) and Identified Interests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Current Protection/Status 
Gelli lsaf tramroad bridge along section IWTO 13(i) is a scheduled ancient monument (SAM 
GM4ll) and a listed building (1 0872). 

Robcrtstown iron bridge is scheduled (GM347) and is a listed building (10894). 

IWT013 (viii) and (ix) lie within the Cynon Valley River Park. "The environment of the River 
Cynon within the plan area will be protected and enhanced through the designation of the 'Cynon 
River Park'." 

IWT013(iv), (v), (vi) and (vii) arc within Green Space F. "Development will not be pennitted 
within areas designated as green spaces ... . " 

IWT013(i), (ii) and (iii) lie within Cynon Valley River Park and a Special landscape area. 

Identified Threats 
Re-alignment/replacement of fencing along the edge of the trarnroad may cause further damage. 
There is a threat of damage to the tram road section IWTO 13(iii) from the clearance of 
Llwydcoed Ironworks site. 

No other threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The visual and physical link between Robertstown iron bridge and the surviving tramroad to the 
east has been interrupted by the A4059. The section of footpath under the bridge could be 
improved. 

1WTOI3(ix) would benefit from scheduling. It is likely that in the areas where no remains are 
visible on the surface they are bmied. More remains may be revealed by conservation work, the 
north side of the footpath in particular is quite overgrown. 
Future path restoration/maintenance should take the heritage features along the route, such as 
stone blocks into consideration. These features are of historic interest and should be retained in 
situ. Any works having a potential effect on the tramroad and its features should be subject to an 
impact assessment and can·ied out under appropriate archaeological supervision. 

Conservation of current scheduled features should be carried out and clearance of undergrowth is 
recommended. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Plate 13: Single Arched Stone Bridge (IWT013/021) on Section IWT013(ix), View to Northwest 

Plate 14: Stone blocks along part of Section IWT013(ix) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT013a 
The identified tranu·oad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are five surviving sections of IWTO 13a equating to 16%: 

Table 83· Survivino Sections ofiWT013a . ' 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT013a(i) SN 92622 06281 to SN 92446 06203 c 61, 66, 67 
IWTO 13a(ii) SN 92444 06203 to SN 921 02 06225 c 61, 66,67 
IWT013a(iii) SN 92102 06225 to SN 92019 06199 c 61, 66,67 
TWT013a(iv) SN 89386 06477 to SN 89922 06322 u 61,66,68 
IWT013a(v) SN 89142 06545 to SN 89217 06528 B 61' 66,68 -

IWTO 13a(i) (CONDITION C) survives as a grassed over formation through private land. Horses 
and erection of temporary stabling have caused some erosion and damage. A stone bridge 
survives (IWT013a/002) in an overgrown state. 

IWT013a(ii) (CONDITION C) survives in a cutting with stone and eatth field-banks to either 
side. This section is very overgrown with reeds. Drainage of the area is poor and therefore it is 
difficult to clearly see the tramroad surface and formation. 

IWTO 13a(iii) (CONDITION C) this section survives as a raised causeway and possible culvert 
IWT013a/003. However, the sides of the embankment are badly eroded and the section that 
crosses Nant Gwrangon is covered in thick vegetation. 

IWT013a(iv) (CONDITION U) a section may survive here but the condition is unknown as this 
lies within private land and was unavailable for survey. 

IWT013a(v) (CONDITION B) this is a section of incline surviving in good condition through a 
wooded area as a rough cobbled stone surface. However, in some parts the section is overgrown 
and littered with fallen trees. 
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Figure 66: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013a(i)-(v) 

N 

~ 

"' 
Glyn Neath \ IWT013a(v) 

'\/ 

0 1 Km 
~~iiiiiiiiiiiiiii~~~~ 

os 

~.-

IWT013a(iv) 

/. 

~-... 

.#'-:-

-..., 
~ .... ,.~ 

- "":;.,._ 

C/) 
0 

t 
[/) ...... 

~ 
IWT013a(i) 1 [ 

IWT013a(iii) \ : l ~ --............. ~ \ T ,! / ............ ~· '-..___ ~-- \ - J ---.......J._ / -... -
-..._~,~ \ I ~ 

\ I '"1 
I I 0 
\ I = 

~ 

~ 
IWT013a(ii) ~ 

8. 
[/) 
(') 

Key: I I ~ 
~ Ironworks ~ 

Contours (10m Intervals) 

Condition of surviving sections 

B 
c 

---u 
Survival of section = 16% 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the pennission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office 10 Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd l 000 179 L 6 (2006). 
Mae'r map hwn yn seiliedig ar ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheolwr Ltyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © Hawlfraint y Goron. 
Mae atgynhyrchu heb ganiatM yn torri llawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn arwain at erlyn iad neu achos sifil. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 1000179 16 (2006). 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below. please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey arc 
shown on figure 60; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

IWTO 13a/002 I SN 92460 06199 Tramroad bridge 

Table 85: Features Associated with IWTOJ3a iii) sec Fi urc 67) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
IWTOI3a/003 ISN 92077 06221 ITramroad causeway 

- ~ .. -

iSN 89142 06545 tTramway Inclined Plane 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or status given to any part of this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Clearance of undergrowth under archaeological supervision is recommended for all surv1vmg 
sections; any exposed features. such as the Glynneath incline engine house (sec below) could be 
re-assessed, at this stage. 

The Glynneath incline (IWTO l3a/OO I) was visited though the engine-house site was not recorded 
as part of the project. This site was assessed by RCAHMW in 1990 (Hughes 1990, pp. 316) as 
being of international importance; this would appear to largely reflect its association with Evan 
Hopkin, the noted Swansea Valley Engineer, and the fact that it was worked by a Trevithick 
high-pressure steam engine. The condition and protection requirements of this site, if not 
previously considered by Cadw, could be further investigated in the future. 
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Figure 67: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013a(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Figure 68: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT013a(iv)-(v) and Identified Interests 
,_.,.. 

Key: 

• Archaeological Interest 
{recorded during fieldwork) 

fWM Ironworks 

Condition of surviving sections 

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material willl the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office 10 Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd 100017916 (2006). 
Mae'r map hwn yn seiliedig ar ddeunydd ar Arolwg Ordnans gyda chaniatad Arolwg Ordnans ar ran Rheolwr Llyfrfa Ei Mawrhydi © Hawlfraint y Goron. 
Mae atgynhyrchu heb ganiatdd yn torri Hawlfraint y Goron a gall hyn arwain at erlyniad neu achos sifil. Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Tn1st Ltd 100017916 (2006). 

B ---u 

(/) 

g 
:;. 
~ ..-.. 
~ 
~ 
(!) 
tn 
...... 
::l 

2' 
~ :L 
2:. -'""I 
0 
::l 
~ 
0 
~ 
tn 

r 

~ 
~ 
(!) 
tn 



Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 014: Mr Glover's Railroad (88073/34649) 

NGR: SN 94123 08950 to SN 97811 04063 
Date Range: c. 1786 - 1980s 
Approximate length of tramroad = 7. 4 Km 
Overall survival = 46% 

Historical Background 
The first phase in the development of the Hirwaun to Penderyn route began with the construction 
of a tramroad from Hirwaun ironworks to Penderyn quarries c. 1786 by Samuel Glover; this 
became known as Mr Glover's Railroad. Building of the Aberdare canal was postponed and the 
canal company opened limekilns close to Hirwaun Ironworks to make money from lime burning. 
A new tram road was built in 1794 from Hirwaun Conunon to Bryngwyn Patches (IWTO 14a) to 
supply the kilns with coal. In 1795 the tramroad to Penderyn quarries was re-laid, incorporating 
much of the original route of Mr Glover's Railroad. The railroad was convetted to plateway by 
1808 to allow transfer between the Tappendens' Tramroad (IWT013); the causeway at Hirwaun 
ironworks was constructed at this time. The tramroad was rebuilt again and converted to 
standard gauge for locomotive use along the Bryngwyn extension by 1863 but the Penderyn 
route was not converted until 1904. The route later known as Penderyn railway, survived until 
the 1980s (van Laun 200 I: 188-196). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 87: Routes ofTramroad IWT014 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT014 Mr Glover's Railroad SN 94123 08950 to SN 96151 05323 69, 70 
IWT014a Mr Glover's Railroad SN 96054 05351 to SN 97811 04063 69, 70 

Bryngwyn Extension 

IWT014 
From the quarries at Penderyn the tramroad ran south to Hirwaun ironworks. Its route can be 
followed along what is now the Pcnderyn Quarry Trail, Broniestyn Terrace, Penyard Road, 
across the scheduled causeway (SAM BR 157), along High Street, Heol Uchaf to where it once 
joined with Tappendens' Trarnroad (IWT013). 

IWT014a 
From a junction with IWTO 14 at Heol Uchaf, The trmmoad ran southeast to Bryngwyn Patches. 
The exact route of the 1794 tramroad to Bryngwyn Patches is unknown, however, a route has 
been postulated (dashed line on figure 69) and this follows that depicted on 1st Ed OS, which at 
this date had appm·ently become a branch line to the Hirwaun Common Railway. 
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Figure 69: Route ofTramroad IWT014 Mr Glover's Railroad 
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Figure 70: Tramroad IWT014 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 71: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT014(i)-(ili)_a_n_d_IW_ T_ 01_4_a_:(•..:...') ___ ___ __ ___, 
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Condition of IWT014 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are three surviving sections of IWT014 equating to 65%: 

S fiWT014 Table 88: Survivinl! ections o 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT014(i) SN 95892 05793 to SN 95771 05659 A 71, 72, 73 
1WT014(ii) SN 95143 08447 to SN 95930 06081 E 71' 72, 73 
IWT014(iii) SN 94466 08916 to SN 94123 08950 B 71, 72, 73 

Much of the route survives in moderate condition, and has been divided into three sections. 
Penyard Road follows the original route of the section between IWTO 14(i) and IWTO 14(ii). 
South of SN 9577 I 05659 the old tramroad route can be followed along High Street. Similarly, 
the destroyed section between IWTO 14(ii) and JWTO 14(iii) has been replaced by the A4059 
along Chapel Road into Penderyn. (This is part of section U5 noted by John Van Laun). 

IWT014(i) (CONDITION A) follows a route parallel to station road and continues across a 
revetted causeway (01093.0m/34847/34640) over the Afon Cynon until Tudor Avenue. Despite 
its status (SAM BRI57), the whole section is severely overgrown and in a neglected state as is 
the rest of the scheduled ironworks area. The 'entrance' to the footpath is through an unmarked 
gap in a fence. Nevertheless, the formation of the tramroad is essentially well preserved as a 
series of part exposed stone blocks with wear marks and even some spikes in situ on blocks 
visible along the left side of the track. The well-preserved nature of the exposed remains would 
suggest considerable potential for other buried remains. 

IWT0!4(ii) (CONDITION E) is a CUlTently Penderyn quarry Trail, as a well-maintained footpath 
with information boards IWTO 14/003 and picnic tables. (This section is recorded as U 1 by John 
van Laun). The survival of original features here is largely unknown. The track bed has been 
built up, nearby finds (e.g. IWTO I 4/004,006) indicate that the route continued in use unti l mid-
20th century; appearing as the Penderyn Railway on 3rd Ed OS map of I 919. The area retains a 
number of features including a couple of early stone blocks (IWT014/009,010) found out of situ. 
There is potential , however, for buried remains. 

IWT014(iii) (CONDITION B) is a moderate to well-preserved section of tramroad fotmation 
now used as a footpath. West of SN 94157 09024 there are numerous features relating to both 
the trarnroad and surrounding quarries. This area would benefit from a detailed survey. 
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Figure 72: Surviving Tramroad Secti_o_n_s _IW_T_0_1_4~(i:__)-_(~fu-_:_·) _____ _________ ----"~ 
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Features Identified During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix IT) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the cun·ent survey arc 
shown on figure 70; details of these interests arc given in Appendix IlL 

Feature Number NGR Type 
!IWT014/001 !SN9588205751 '_S_t<~~e~~o_::k 
;IWT014ioo2 · SN 9587 05-85 , Stone block 

Feature Number NGR Type 

~~~!01~1?~~ jSN 95930 06081 1 Heritage trail 

I IWTO 14/004 0sN 9528 0724 ;Railw~ ~>i~cp~r 
lrwroi4/oo5 N 95321 07575 ;Railway sleeper 

f ~.foi4/0?~ 
----- - - --- -

1SN 95318 07575 · \Vooden ~>lecper - - . 
!Cui vert 1 ~':V TO I ~1097 SN 9526 0781 

·IWT014/008 , SN 9526 078 I Wooden sleeper 
-

IWTOI4/009 SN 9521 0792 ! Stone block 
· TWT014/010 SN 9520 0798 ~ Stone block 

Table 91: Features Associated with IWTOI4(iii) and west ofSN 94157 09024 (sec Figure 73) 
!Feature Number jNGR !Type I 
·IWTOI4/0il SN 941 1 0907 Railway rail 
IWT014/01 2 SN94060916 ' Tramroadjunction 
JWT014/013 SN 9398 0913 Wooden sleepers 

1TWT014/014 
-· - - -- -
IWT014/015 

, IWT014/016 
- . - - -
IWTOI4/0 I 7 

lJWT014/018 
IWT014/019 

IWTOI4/020 
IWT014/02 1 

' SN94151 09020 
I SN 9392 0922 

SN 9391 0924 

SN 9389 0925 

I SN 9389 0925 
'SN 9389 0923 

SN 9389 0923 
,SN 9391 0921 

Current Protection/Status 

--
' Tramroad junction 
i Tipping bay 

' Tra;;tro~d plate 
'Wheel 

Revetment 
----- -

, Tramroad incline 

· Structure 
Structure 

IWT014(i) is scheduled as SAM BR157 (Hirwaun Ironworks). TWT014(i) is also within the 
Cynon Valley River Park. "The environment of the River Cynon within the plan area will be 
protected and enhanced through the designation of the 'Cynon River Park'." 

The sections IWT014(ii) and (iii) lie within and are maintained by the Brecon Beacons National 
Park. IWTO 14(ii) is currently now the Pcnderyn Quarry Line walking track jointly 
operated/constructed by a number of Welsh bodies. 

Identified Threats 
Erosion from off road vehicles, dereliction and dumping of waste is a major problem around the 
ironworks area. IWTO 14(i) and the whole ironworks area is highlighted in the UDP for Land 
Reclamation. 
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Figure 73: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT014(i)-(iii) and Identified Interests 
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Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Access to and along IWTO 14(i) should be improved and safety reviewed. The whole scheduled 
area is in a poor state and efforts should be made to cany out recommendations put forward in 
phase 1 of this project. Infonnation panels and a suitable sign posted entrance should be 
provided. The route along the causeway is precipitous and currently dangerous state as there are 
no suitable barriers. Vegetation covering the route should be appropriately managed and 
remedial conservation work should be carried out to the masonry structures. This could be 
carried out as part of a SAM management agreement. 

Extensive survey of quarry workings, features and tramroads is needed to the west of SN 94157 
09024. Some features in this area have already been recorded during the course of this project as 
IWTO 14/0 I I to IWTO 14/021. 
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Condition of IWT014a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There is one surviving section of IWTO l4a equating to 6%: 

T bl 92 S a e : urv1vm s r ec wns o fiWTOl4 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT014a(i) SN 97155 04569 to SN 97257 04456 B 71, 74, 75 

Nearly the whole route of this tramroad has been destroyed by urban development and landscape 
remodelling. 

A small section IWT014a(i) (CONDITION B) is possibly the original bank of the tramroad; a 
raised, grassed over formation following the designated footpath south of Penywaun to a stile to 
the east. Make up of the embankment includes substantial blocks of slag and stone. Bank is 
approx. 1.5m wide and 0.6m high, a stream runs along the south side of formation. (This section 
corresponds to part of U2 noted by John Van Laun). East of SN 97257 04456 the land has been 
remodelled, some linear features are present in this area but it was not possible to ascertain their 
use. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix TI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 70; details of these interests arc given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Nwnber NGR Type 
IWT014a/001 ISN 9710 0458 Stone block 

- - · 
IWTOI4a/002 SN 9720 0453 Slag 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection is currently afforded to the tramroad. However, IWT014a(i) lies within a Green 
Space identified in the UDP; "Development will not be permitted within areas designated as 
green spaces ... . ". 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified on the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Figure 74: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT014a(i) 
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Figure 75: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT014a(i) and Identified Interests 
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IWT Number 015: Twynau Gwynion 

NGR: SO 07339 07588 to SO 06482 10419 
Date Range: c. 1800 - 1825 
Approximate length oftramroad == 13.5 Km 
Overall survival == 38% 

Historical Background 
Dowlais ironworks worked Twynau Gwynion quanies from the late eighteenth century and it 
seems that a tramroad was in place by 1800. Around this time Rhymney also worked the 
quarries here and by 1815 a tramroad from Bute town (IWT015a), near Rhymney Upper furnace 
to the Twynau Gwynion quarries had been constructed (van Laun 2001: 188-196). Successive 
alterations and replacement of the routes were made over the years and the tran1roads from 
Dowlais ironworks ran until 1825 when they transfered quarrying operations to Morlais. The 
Rhymney tramroad branch (IWTO 15a) remained in use until its replacement firstly by the Bute 
tramroad (IWT020) in 1825 and then by the Rhynmey Limestone Railway (IWTO 16) in the mid 
nineteenth century. 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated four route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 94· Routes ofTramroad IWTOIS -
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
JWT015 Twynau Gwynion SO 07339 07588 to SO 06740 10268 76, 77 

Tramroad Line 1 
JWT015a Twynau Gwynion SO 06983 10046 to SO 10324 09163 76, 77 

Tratmoad Line 2 
JWT015b Twynau Gwynion SO 06481 10420 to SO 07472 09369 76, 77 

Tratmoad Line 3 
IWT015c Twynau Gwynion SO 06470 10340 to SO 07755 08588 76,77 

Tramroad Line 4 

IWT015 (04888m) 
This tramroad route represents that described as line I by John van Laun (200 1 : 151 ). From the 
ironworks the tramroad passed through Pengamddu and Blaen Morlais farm to a point just south 
of Nant Morlais. The lower half of this section has been destroyed, however, the route of the 
tran1road can be followed north of Pengamddu to Blaen Morlais along a rough track, the same 
alignment as the later Rbymney Limestone Railway (see IWT016(i)), until it deviates to the East 
of the present track The tramroad crossed Nant Morlais on a large embankment, the abutments 
of which still survive (04887m). The trarnroad then deviated west towards Twynau Gwynion 
quarries with a number of spurs branching off to serve smaller quarry faces along the route. 
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IWT015a 
This tramroad route represents that described as line 2 by John van Laun (2001: 160-161). From 
its eastern end at Bute Town the tramroad route can be traced along a lane, under the A465 then 
along a minor road north of and roughly parallel with the A465. The tran1way then turns 
northwest from this road across the common to Jepson's Pond. A small branch to the northwest 
led to a quany face. From Jepson ' s Pond the tramroad originally continued westwards 
contoming the hillside, however, its exact route is no longer clear; this section has been 
destroyed. Near Blaen Morlais fann the route deviated north parallel to that of line 1 before 
joining with it for a short while to cross Nant Morlais. From here the route followed that of line 
1 closely at times merging with it with spurs branching off to small quarry faces. 

lWT015b 
Line 3 (van Laun 2001: 155) followed the route of line I from the ironworks until SO 07472 
09369 where it deviated north then west across an embankment (02725m) towards the quarries at 
a lower level. In fact line I may have been rebuilt and replaced by line 3. Part of this route can 
be followed along a rough track, also the route of the later Rhymney Limestone Railway 
(IWTO 16), before turning to the south and running roughly parallel to the Rhymney Limestone 
Railway. 

IWT015c 
This tramroad route represents that described as line 4 by John van Laun (200 1: 156-157) 
constructed around 1800. Part of this route followed that of line l and line 3 from the ironworks 
across the embankment (02725m) over Nant Morlais before deviating slightly north of line 3 to 
the western most quarries. Much of this route was later replaced by the Rhymncy Limestone 
Railway (TWT016). 
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Figure 76: Route of Tramroad IWTOlS Twynau Gwynion 
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Figure 77: Tramroad IWT015 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Figure 78: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT015 (all) 
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Condition of IWT015 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving sections of IWTO I 5 equating to 25%: 

0 Table 95: Survivin!! Sections ofiWT IS 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 

Number Ratin2 Number 
IWTO l5(i) SO 07465 09902 to SO 07533 09772 c 78,79,80 

lWT015(ii) SO 06740 10268 to SO 07437 09974 B 78,79,80 

fWT0 15(i) (CONDITION C) is located just south ofNant Morlais running north northwest to an 
extensively quarried area. This section survives as a raised grassed over bank and most notably 
two well-preserved bridge abutments (04887m/IWTO 1 5/006) either side of Nant Morlais. This 
section is damaged by erosion and a track running across its northern most end. 

A small section of track has been lost to the expansion of the quarry; however, the rest of line 1 
survives to the north and west. 

IWTO I 5(ii) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over fom1ation in good condition. Sections 
of weathered stone blocks (IWT015/003) were recorded along with stretches of exposed stone 
revetmcnt (IWT015/001 ,009,013), further buried remains are possible. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix II) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey arc 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Table 96: Features Associated with JWTOlS(i) (sec Fi urc 80) 

r TWTOJ5/005 :SO 07536 09771 'Tramroad junction 

!IWTOlS/006 ; ~o_0751_60?7S7 Bridge ~butmct~t 
,IWT015/007 1 SO 0751 0982 Tramroadjunction 

:-~~~1 ?10~8 1 ~?Jl.~?.l_0~4 . J Ql!_~rry 
TWT015/009 !SO 0749 0983 'Rcvetment 

•IWT015/010 ,SO 0748 0990 ITramroadjunction 

Feature Number NGR Type 
1 JWT015/00J ; SO ~7~_1 _9998 Revctmcnt 

IWT0 \ 5/002 ,so 0696 1008 Tramroad Junction 

IWT015/003 :SO 0693 1011 , Stone block 
.. -

I IWTO 15/004 

JWTOI5/011 ... .. 
lWT015/012 

I JWT015/013 

so 0682 1025 

' so 07432 09974 
. -- . -- -. 

iSO 0743 0998 

,so 0710 0998 

. ~assi~~~~ 
1
Tramway 

1 Bridge abutment 

!Revctment 
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Figure 79: Surviving Tramroad Sections JWT015(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 80: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlS(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing minor erosion from 
livestock 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
As much of this route on the common survives, it would benefit from more detailed survey and 
perhaps excavation to reveal the full extent of potential buried remains. This tramroad section 
should be considered for scheduling. 
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Plate 16: Part of Line I, Section IWT015(ii), View to East 
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Condition of IWT015a 

The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categmised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are seven surviving sections oflWT015a equating to 50%: 

Table 98· Survh•ino Sections ofi\VT015a -
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
JWT015a(i) SO 08931 09232 to SO 09311 09185 D 78,81,82 
lWTOJ 5a(ii) SO 08347 09471 to SO 08668 09293 c 78,81,82 
IWT015a(iii) SO 08529 09307 to SO 08668 09293 c 78, 81, 82 
JWT015a(iv) SO 08282 09127 to SO 08529 09307 D 78,81,82 
IWT015a(v) SO 07533 09772 to SO 07456 09093 c -

78,81,82 
IWT015a(vi) SO 07465 09902 to SO 07533 09772 c 78,81,82 
IWTOJ 5a(vii) SO 06983 10046 to SO 07386 09983 B 78,81,82 

lWTO l5a(i) (CONDITION D) is not easily identifiable on the ground. The tramroad survives as 
a slightly raised bank running alongside a !eat through very boggy ground. The surface of the 
tramroad was not visible beneath the undergrowth and bog encroachment, therefore, no features 
were identified. Whilst the tramroad is no longer visible between SO 09311 09185 and just 
north of Jepson·s Pond its route approximately equates to a water channel on a similar alignment. 

IWT015a(ii) (CONDITION C) this section comprises a branch running northwest of Jepson 's 
Pond, it survives as a raised stone embankment with no surface finds, until near it end The 
section is eroded and boggy in places, it continues and becomes harder to define at its northwest 
end, where it approaches a series of quany faces along the west facing slope of a minor stream 
valley on Cefn Y strad. 

The main tramroad route continues west towards Pengamddu: 
JWTO l5a(iii) (CONDITION C) is visible as a raised embankment with heavy erosion in places. 

IWTOJ5a(iv) (CONDITION D) is not easily identified on the ground and suffers from bog 
encroachment. 

Between SO 08282 09127 and SO 07456 09093 the tramroad has been destroyed by the 
development ofPengamddu Industrial Park. 
JWTOI 5a(v) (CONDITION C) survives contouring the hillside. Its formation is damaged in 
places by water erosion; no surface remains were visible. 

A section north of here follows the same route as line I. 
IWT015a(vi) (CONDITION C) is the same section as JWT015(i). 

Line 2 branches off line 1 at SO 07386 09983. lWTO I 5a(vii) (CONDITION B) survives in good 
condition as a grassed over embankment with several junctions to quanies (identified by van 
Laun 200 I) clearly visible and some exposed revetment (IWT015a/OO I). 
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Figure 81: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlSa(i)-(vii) 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix JI) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

;SO 08547 09308 
1Tramroad junction 
j- -- - - -- -

!Tramroad causeway 

Table 100: Features Associated with uarr ' west ofiWTOlSa(ii (see Figure 82) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
'IWT0!5al007 ISO 08316 09495 !Tramroad plate 

t -

[ lWT01_5ai~O~ 1 S~ 08136 09495 Revelment 

,JWT015a/001 

' IWTO 15al002 
lWTO 15a/003 

·SO 07536 09771 

I SO 0725 } 000 

JSO 0707 1001 
tS00700 1004 

Current Protection/Status 

I Tramroad junction 

:Revetment 

Tramroad junction 
!Tramroad junction 

No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP; however, there is continuing erosion from sheep and 
horses. Also bog encroachment and poor drainage of land threatens some parts of the tramroad. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
As much of this route on the common survives, it would benefit from more detailed sw-vey and 
perhaps excavation to reveal the full extent of potential buried remains. Tramroad section 
IWT015a(vii) should be considered for scheduling. 

189 



\0 
0 

Figure 82: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWTOlSa(i)-(vii) and Identified Interests 
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Plate 17: Part of Tramroad Section IWT015a(vii) Showing Surviving Revetment, View to Northwest 
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Condition of ffi'T015b 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There is one surviving section of JWTO 15b equating to 87%: 

T b 03 S a le 1 : s w·viving ectwns o f IWT015 a 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT015b(i) SO 06424 10389 to SO 07327 09837 c 78,83,84 

It is likely that sections of line 3 were destroyed during the construction process of the Rhymney 
Limestone Railway apart from the causeway across Nant Morlais and possibly cutting 
IWTOJ5b/003, which were retained. 

IWT015b(i) (CONDITION C) survives as a ve1y slight grassed over embankment and suffers 
quite badly from erosion. No surface remains were found. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded dUiing survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix ll) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number 
TWTO JSb/00 1 Trarnroad junction 

Table 105: Features Associated with IWTOISb(i) (see Fi ure 84) 
Feature Number NGR Type 
TWTOISb/002 'SO 0720 0985 !Tramway 
JWTO 15b/003 SO 0728 0985 iTramroad Cutting 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is cunently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing minor erosion from 
livestock 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Figure 84: Surviving Tramroad Section IWT015b(i) and Identified Interests 
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Condition of l\VT015c 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Sec6on 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving sections of IWTO 15c equating to 19%: 

T bl 106 S a e : s fiWTOlS urv1vm~ ectJons o c 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOI5c(i) SO 06698 101 79 to SO 06834 10021 B 78,85,86 
IWT015c(ii) SO 064 70 10340 to SO 06698 1 0179 u 78,85, 86 

lWT015c(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a slight grassed over embankment rmming through a 
substantial cutting, which is in good condition albeit littered. 

IWTOI5c(ii) (CONDITION U) this section represents the route as it enters an extensively 
quarried. The route bifurcates as it approaches the quarry faces. Additional detailed survey is 
required of this complex area. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 77; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

! 1\vroi sc1oo3 
! Tramroad cutting 
i-- . ·-
'Tramroad junction 

! Tr~~oad junction 

Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP, however, there is continuing erosion from livestock. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Figure 85: Surviving Tramroad Sections....:.I.:_W_T_O_l_S_c(.:...i)'--~(i_:_i)_~-------------~ 
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Figure 86: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT015c(i)-(ii) and Identified Interests 
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I\VT Number 016: Rhymney Limestone Railway 

NOR: SO 06378 I 0782 to SO 11083 07066 
Date Range: c. 1848 - c. 1900 
Approximate length oftramroad = 7.5 Km 
Overa!! survival = 29% 

Historical Background 
A tramroad form Rhymney ironworks (lower furnace) to the quarries at Twynau Gwynion was in 
existence by 1848; the most likely date given for its upgrading to the Rhymney Limestone 
Rai lway (RLR) is 1852 when Rhymney ironv·/Orks abandoned quarrying at Trevil. This 
bypassed the earlier Bute Trarnroad (IWT020) and largely replaced T\V)'llau Gwynion line 4. It 
is thought to have been converted to standard gauge railway in the 1860s. The route operated 
until at least the end of the nineteenth century when the quarry neared the limits of its Tease (van 
Laun 200 I: 162-168). 

General Description 
This trmmoad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 109: Routt~s ofTranu·oad IWT016 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
TWTOI6 Rhymney Limestone SO 06378 10782 to SO 11083 07066 87,88 

- Railway -- - - --
From the ironworks the tramroad climbed steeply up the west side of the Rhymney valley and 
west across Merthyr Common to Pengarnddu. This area has been subjected to open casting and 
industrial development, as a result no remains survive here. From Pengamddu the RLR followed 
the route of Twynau G\V)'llion line 4 over Nant Morlais then to the quarries, however it deviated 
slightly and ran fUJiher north into the quarry than line 4. The route of this section can be 
followed along a wide tarmac and gravel track past Blaen Morlais farm, then from a gas valve 
compound as a nmTower less built up footpath across the open common. 
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Figure 87: Route of Tramroad IWT016 Rhymney Limestone Railway 
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Figure 88: Tramroad IWT016 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Condition of IWT016 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving sections of TWTO 1 6 equating to 29%: 

T bl llO S a c : s ti urvwmg cc ons o f IWT016 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOJ 6(i) SO 06857 09998 to SO 07333 08871 E 89,90 
IWT016(ii) SO 06434 10336 to SO 06857 09998 B 89,90 

IWTO 16(i) (CONDITION E) the tramroad route in this area is followed by a rough tarmac and 
grave] track quite heavily resurfaced with building rubble, buried remains may sttrvive. A 
substantial cutting relating to this and probably the earlier Twynau Gwynion tramroad was 
recorded (TWTO 16/006) as well as several junctions. 

IWT016(ii) (CONDITION B) here the tramroad fonnation survives as a grassed over raised 
embankment surfaced by a thin layer of gravel. Two sleepers were recorded partly exposed 
(lWTO 16/003) and further buried remains arc likely to survive. A well-preserved section of 
revetment (JWTO 16/005) was recorded as part of this sect ion. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix Il) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 88; details of these interests are given in Appendix lJI. 

l JWTO 1 6/00 1 
- -
IWT016/005 
JWT016/006 

I~T~16!~0_2 ISO 0~60 ~0_30 
IWT016/003 ,SO 0650 1026 

' JWTO 16/004 I so 06795 10041 
; IWTO 16/005 i SO 06in 0998 

I Tramroad junction 
Tram road junction 
Tramroad Cutting 

1Wooden sleeper 

jRevetment 

[TT~mroa~u_?ction 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 
Figure 89: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT016(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 90: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT016(i)-(ii) and Identified interests 
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Current Protection/Status 
No protection or status is currently afforded to this tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified fi·om the UDP, however, there is continuing erosion from livestock. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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HVT Number 017: Bryn Oer Tramroad 

NGR: SO 1 1739 I 0056 to SO 11777 09203 (surveyed during this project) 
Date Range: 1815- 1 870s 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2. 9 Km (within GOAT area) 
Overall survival= 0% (ofsurveyed section) 

Historical Background 
Benjamin Hall became the owner of both the Lower and Upper Rhymney furnaces in 1810. At 
this time limestone was transported to these ironworks along the Tredegar Tranu·oad and the 
Rhymney Branch. To avoid the payment of excessive tolls and to generate income, Hall set 
about building a tramroad to serve Rhymney, independent of the others. This was conducted in 
two stages (both completed by 1815) to get around the eight-mile limitation clause set by the 
Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Company. Hall 's Trevil Tramroad (IWT009) was built from 
Rhymney Lower furnace to the Quarryman's Arms near Trevil quarries with a branch to 
Rhymney Upper Furnace. At the Quarryman's arms the tramroad linked to the Brynoer 
Tranu·oad (lWTO I 7) also built by Hall, which allowed passage to the canal at Talybont-on-Usk. 
A branch from Brynoer Collieries also connected to Hall's Trevil Tramroad. Construction of 
Hall 's Trevil Tramroad had the effect of reducing the distance and cost of transporting limestone 
and iron ore. ln 1852 Rhymney abandoned Trevil quarries in favour ofTwynau Gwynion and by 
the 1860s the Brynoer tramroad was struggling, its atiempts to increase traffic by lowering rates 
failed and by the 1870s the tramroad had fallen out of use (van Laun 2001: 138-144). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 113· Routes ofTramroadiWT017 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
1WT017 Bryn Oer Trarnroad SO 11739 10056 to SO 11777 09203 91 

Only the branch of the Bryn Oer Tranrroad running from Bryn Oer Collic1y to a junction with 
Hall's Trevil Tramroad (IWT009) was surveyed during this project. lt was found that this 
tran1road section has been completely destroyed by opencast working. The nmihem part of this 
tramroad joining Hall's Trevil at the Quarryman's Arms and running to the Brecknock and 
Abergavenny Canal was not survey as this section largely lies beyond the area covered by 
GOAT. 
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Figure 91: Route ofTramroad IWT017 Bryn O_er_T_r_a_mr_o_a_d-c--;;;;;;;~~=---..-:=-
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1\VT Number 018: Tredegar Tramroad (05995.0g/06774g) 

NGR: SO 12042 12695to SO 14155 09189 
Date Range: c. 1804- 1907 
Approximate length oftramroad = 4.5 Km 
Overall survival = 4% 

Historical Background 
Opened c.l804, the Tredegar Tramroad was built to convey limestone from Trevil quanies to the 
ironworks at Trcdegar. A branch west fi·om Dukestown to Rhymney (IWTO 1 0) was also 
constructed although this fell out of use by the 1830s, the main Tredegar route continued in 
operation and was converted to run locomotives around this time. The tramroad remained in use 
until the early twentieth century (van Laun 2001: 136-149). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 114· Routes of Tramroad 1WT018 

Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
fWT0\8 Tredegar Tramroad SO 12042 12695 to SO 14155 09189 92 

Most of the tramroad route is now under minor roads: from the Quarryman's Arms the tramroad 
ran south parallel with Hall 's Trevil Tram road just east of the present Trefil Road. BeJm;v New 
House the tramroad is visible contoming the hillside. Its route can then be followed southwards 
along Trefil Road, past the Mountain Air Inn, Ty Newydd, along Llwyn Helyg under the A465, 
along Station Road, past the Tredegar roundabout, to the southwest of the A4048, along 
Sycamore Avenue and Stockton Way. At the fom1er ironworks area of Tredega:r the course of 
the tramroad has been destroyed by development. 
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Figure 93: Tramroad JWT018 ~bowing Archaeological Interests (Pre-su_rv_e_::y_:_)~-----~-. 
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Condition of IWT018 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There is one surviving section of IWT018 equating to 4%: 

T bl 115 S a e ; s fiWT018 urv1vm~ cctwns o 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWTOI8(i) SO 12106 1221 2 to SO 12086 12100 B 94 

IWT018(i) (CONDITION B) is a small surviving section detouring to the east of Trefil Road 
south ofNew House, following the contour and r~joining the road by a cattle grid. It survives as 
a grassed over embankment with stone track bed still in tact. (Pati of this section was 13reviously 
excavated by John van Laun). 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are shown on figure 93; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix lll. 

Current Protection/Status 
There is currently no protection or listed status for this tramroad. However, the surviving section 
lies within El6 special landscape area on the UDP. 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The tramroad is nearly completely destroyed. The surviving pmiion (IWTO 18(i)) should be 
preserved in situ. For the remainder it is recommended that where the route of the tramroad can 
still be traced, this transport link is considered during any future development. 
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IWT Number 019: Ebbw Vale Private Line (0684lg/06842g) 

NGR: SO I 4392 09282 to SO 17 I 58 09745 
Date Range: 1813- ? 
Approximate length of tram road = 6. 3 Km 
Overall survival = 2% 

Historical Background 
Ebbw Vale Ironworks Co. leased Sirhowy Ironworks in 1800 and had purchased the works by 
1818. The tv.ro works were linked by a tramroad, completed by 1813, which bypassed the Trevil 
Tramroad (IWT007) and Rassau Railroad (lWT008). From 1832 a shmier route was opened 
through the mountain known as Harford's Tunnel (not surveyed) and by 1857 the only section of 
the ptivate line in operation was that between Ebbw Vale and Balance Pit no I at Waun y Pound. 
At some point between 1872 and 1885 the private line was reinstated, however, it was slightly 
realigned to allow transport to Victoria Ironworks. The ptivate line was eventually connected to 
Trevil quarries tramroad (IWTO 15) in 1907 when Trevil Machine was abandoned along with 
Rassau Railroad (van Laun 2001: 136-149). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 116: Routes ofTramroad IWT019 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT019 Ebbw Yale Private Line SO 14365 10187 to SO 17158 09745 95, 96 
TWT019a Ebbw Yale Private Line SO 14357 10090 to SO 14392 09282 95, 96 

Addition 

IWTOJ9 
From Ebbw Vale ironworks the tramroad route can be traced along a sun,iving causeway and 
tunnels (54602/ LB 22532), this is now the route of a minor road. The tramroad originally ran 
west to Waun y Pound, north, and then west to near Trevil machine then parallel with the Rassau 
Railroad south to Sirhowy. The majmity of the tramroad has been destroyed by industrial and 
housing development and opencast workings. 

IWT019a 
This route was constructed at a later stage when Harford's Tunnel between Ebbw Yale and 
Sirhowy was opened. This branch ran from the western end of Harford 's Tunnel to Sirhowy 
Ironworks with a smaller branch running to Tredegar Ironworks. 
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Figure 95: Route of Tramroad IWT019 Ebbw Vale Private Line 
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Figure 96: Tramroad IWT019 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales IndustJiaJlronworks Landscapes 

Condition of IWT019 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categmised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There is one surviving section of IWTO 19 equating to 2%: 

T bl 117 S a e : s urv1vmg ectwns o fiWTOI9 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
TWT019(i) SO 17003 09921 to SO 16901 09882 B 97 

TWTOI9(i) (CONDITION B) (54602, LB 22532)is a section spanning the present day Steel 
Works Road leading towards the site of the fonner ironworks. The causeway and tunnels are in 
good condition and now cany the route of a minor road. This is the only surviving feattue of this 
tramroad route. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded dming the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are shown on figure 96; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
The causeway and tunnels are a listed building (LB 22532). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as cun-ent. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Condition of l\VT019a 
Nearly the entire section of tranu·oad has been destroyed by housing and industrial development. 
A surviving tunnel (IWTOI9a/001) under Beaufort road is the only remains visible above 
ground. 

Featm·cs Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix 11) for full details. Archaeological interests identified prior to the current survey are 
shown on figw·e 96; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Feature Number NGR Type 
IWT019a/001 tso 14473 09781 !Tramway Tunnel 

Cm·ren t Protection/Status 
No protection afforded to the surviving feature. 

Identified Threats 
No tlu·cats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 020: Bute Tramroad 

NGR: SO 08041 08319 to SO I 0593 07923 
Date Range: 1825- 1848 
Approximate length oftramroad = 3. 7 Km 
Overall survival= 0% 

Historical Background 
Bute Ironworks took over the quarries at Twynau Gwynion from Dowlais in 1 825 and 
constructed a tramroad from the west side of the Rhymney valley across Merthyr Common to 
Pengarnddu where it met Dowlais ' Line 4 (lWT015c) to Twynau Gwynion quarries. This 
tranu-oad continued in use until the mid-nineteenth century when it was superseded by the 
Rhymney Limestone Railway (IWTO I 6) (van Laun 2001: 162). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been smveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 119: Routes of Tramroad IWT020 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT020 Bute Tramroad SO 08041 08319 to SO 1 0593 07923 99 

The tramroad joined a branch line running from the ironworks, continuing nmih up the west side 
ofthe Rhymney Valley before turning west running just south ofNant Camo and to the south of 
Dowlais Big Pond to Pengarnddu where it joined with Twynau Gwynion Line 4 (IWT015c). 
This tramroad has been entirely destroyed by opencast working and land reclamation. The route 
it took to the east of Dowlais Big Pond can be roughly followed along the route of a modem 
track. 
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Figure 99: Route of Tramroad IWT020 Bute Tramroad 
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Southeast Wales Industrial ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 021: Beaufort Railroad 

NGR: SO 16887 11204to SO 16969 09797 
Date Range: I 796- ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 1.5 Km 
Overall survival= 0% 

Historical Background 
Authorised in 1792 under the Monmouthshire Canal Act the Beaufort Railroad was opened in 
1796 and probably engineered by Thomas Dadford junior. It ran from the canal head at Crumlin 
to the ironworks at Ebbw Vale and Beaufort. This provided a link with the Rassau Railroad, also 
completed in 1796, near Newchurch Road, connecting the three ironworks; Sirhowy, Beaufoti 
and Ebbw Vale. The trrumoad was converted to plate rail in 1805 (van Laun 2001: 121-124). 
Only the section between Beaufort and Ebbw Vale ironworks was smveyed during this project. 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 120· Routes of Tramroad £WT021 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT021 Beaufort Railroad SO 16887 11204 to SO 16969 09797 100 

No surviving remains of this tramroad survive, though its approximate route can be followed 
from the site of former ironworks at Beaufort, along Beaufort Terrace, Beaufort road and under 
the listed causeway and tunnels (LB 22532, 54602), and along Steel Works Road to the former 
site of the ironworks at Ebbw Vale. 
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Figure 100: Route of Tramroad IWT021 Beaufort 
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Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust Ud I 00017916 (2006). 
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Southeast Wales Industriallronworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 022: Protheroe's Tramroad and Venallt 

NOR: SN 87327 04800 to SN 85973 04714 
Date Range: c. 1817- ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2. 7 Km 
Overall survival = potentially 26% 

Historical Background 
A tramroad from the Neath Canal to the coal workings at Cwm Gwrach was constructed by 
Edward Protheroe c 181 7. Although Protheroe may have constructed a small ironworks in the 
area around this time, the anthracite fuelled Venallt lronworks was not opened until c. 1839. 
Protheroe's Tramroad ran right past the ironworks site and a small branch was constructed to 
connect it to the works. Venallt Ironworks also built their own tramroad to the Neath Canal 
(IWT022a), connecting to Protheroe' s route near the present day Star Inn (WGCC 1988). 

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 121: Routes of Tramroad JWT022 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
IWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad SN 87327 04800 to SN 85973 04714 101, 102 
TWT022a Venallt Tramroad SN 86862 05928 to SN 86814 05131 I 01 , I 02 

IWT022 
From a junction with the Neath canal the tnumoad ran eastwards past the site of Venallt 
ironworks (GM423) to the coal workings at Cwm Gwrach. Part of its route can be traced along a 
modem track. 

IWT022a 
From near the present day Ship Inn this tramroad formed a junction with Protheroe's Tramroad 
and ran north to the Neath Canal along a winding route, crossing the River Neath. Its route can 
be traced along Chain Road, past Empire A venue and along a lane to Plas y Felin. 
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Figure 101: Route ofTramroad IWT022 Protheroe's Tramroad and IWT022a Venallt 
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Figure 102: Tramroad IWT022 Showing Archaeological _!nterests (Pre-survey) --- -------. 
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Condition of fWT022 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving section of lVvT022 equating to a potential 26%: 

T bl 122 S a e : s f flWT022 UTVIVIJlg CC lOllS 0 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Ratin~ Number 
IWT022(i) SN 86420 04927 to SN 86371 04964 B 103, 104 
IWT022(ii) SN 86983 04999 to SN 87327 04800 u 103, 104 

A small section IWT022(i) (CONDITION B) survives as a grassed over fonnation within the 
scheduled ironworks area (GM423). 

IWT022(ii) (CONDITION U) was not surveyed as this section lies on private land. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the cunent survey are shown on figure l 02; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
IWT022(i) is protected within the scheduled ironworks area GM423. 

Jdentified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as cun·ent. Further survey is recommended along IWT022(ii) to asce1tain the survival 
of any remains. 
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Figure 103: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT022(i)-(ii) 
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Figure 104: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT022(i)-(ii) 
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Condition of IWT022a 
There are no surviving remains of this tramroad. 
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IWT Number 023: Banwen Trarnroad 

NOR: SN 86447 09726 to SN 85090 11317 
Date Range: 1840s - 1860s 
Approximate length of tram road = 3. 7 Km 
Overall survival = 54% 

Historical Background 
Known as the Banwen Ironworks Railway (Hughes 1990: 92), the tramroad built in the 1840s 
transported limestone from the Brecon Forest Tramroad to Banwen ironworks as well as coal and 
iron ore from locally worked quarries to the south and coal. Pig-iron produced at the ironworks 
was transported via the Banwen Railway and Brecon Forest Tramroad to nearby ironworks at 
Onllwyn and Y stalyfera. The use of the tramroads seems to have finally come to an end after the 
ironworks were disused in the 1860s (Hughes 1990: 92-96). -

General Description 
This tramroad was allocated two route numbers for the purpose of this survey: 

Table 123· Routes of Tramroad IWT023 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
TWT023 Ban wen Quarries SN 86447 09726 to SN 85739 10015 105, 106 

Tramroad -
JWT023a Banwen Coelbren Junction SN 85090 11317 to SN 86041 10476 105, 106 

IWT023 
This route runs north-easUnorth from the iron-ore quarries at Banwen Pryddin with a to the 
Banwen ironworks. The route of this section can be roughly followed along the present day 
minor road. From the ironworks the tramroad ran west towards Sam Helcn, this can be followed 
along the route of a footpath . It then turned south skirting around the Roman Camp to an area of 
former coal workings. The route of the tramroad ran parallel with Sarn Helen Roman Road. 

IWT023a 
From a junction with IWT023 just northeast of the Roman Camp this route ran north crossing 
Sam Helen then curved northwest to Coelbren Junction where it met the Brecon Forest Tramroad 
later the Neath and Brecon Railway. Most of this route can be fol lowed along a footpath . 
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Figure 105: Route of Tramroad IWT023 Banwen 
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Figure 106: Trarnroad IWT023 Showing Archaeological Interests (Pre-survey) 
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Southeast Wales lndushiallronworks Landscapes 

Condition of I\VT023 
The identified tran1road routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1). 

There are two surviving section of IWT023 equating to 33%: 

T bl 124 S a e : fiWT023 s f UTVIVlllg CC IOnS 0 

Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
IWT023(i) SN 86849 I 0370 to SN 86790 10389 u 107, 108 
IWT023(ii) SN 86722 10434 to SN 86043 10475 D 107, 108 

To the west a small section survives running to the south of the surviving fU111aces . IWT023(i) 
(CONDITION U) part of the stone track bed remains visible, however, this section is severely 
overgrown and clearance is needed before further survey can be made of its condition. 

Between IWT023(i) and (ii) the tramroad has been replaced by a tarmaced farm track. 

IWT023(ii) (CONDITION D) survives in fonnation as a slightly raised bank now grassed over 
but badly damaged. The section is heavily rutted fTom agricultural machinery. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
No individual features were recorded during the survey of this tramroad. 

Archaeological interests identified prior to the cunent survey are shown on figure 1 06; details of 
these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

Current Protection/Status 
There is no current protection or status afforded to the tra1moad. The remains of the furnaces at 
Banwcn are scheduled (GM420). 

Identified Threats 
No threats were identified from the UDP. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
The scheduled area of the ironworks themselves is severely overgrown and structures are 
becoming unsafe. Many trees growing out of the furnace walls need to be removed and 
consolidation work needed before the well-preserved standing structures collapse. Further 
survey of the tramroad following vegetation clearance is required in this area. 
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Figure 107: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT023(i)-(ii) and IWT023a(i)-(ii) 
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Condition of J\VT023a 
The identified tramroad routes have been subdivided and categorised according to their 
condition/survival (see Section 5.1 ). 

There are two surviving section of rurr023a equating to 87%: 

Table 125· Survivino Sections of IWT023 
Section Location Condition Figure Reference 
Number Rating Number 
1WT023a(i) SN 86004 I 0783 to SN 8640 I 1 04 7 6 B I 07, 109 
IWT023a(ii) SN 85090 11317 to SN 8588 1 10918 B I 07, 109 

IWT023a(i) (CONDITION B) is on private land, therefore it was not walked over. However, its 
fom1ation could be seen as a grassed over bank mnning through the field . 

N01iheast of here the tramroad is no longer visible until a stile opposite Nant y Fedwen Fawr. 

1WT023a(ii) (CONDITION B) this smvives as a grassed over formation and is in current use as 
a footpath. In some places concrete slabs have been laid on top, to improve passage through 
slightly boggy areas. Some exposed revctment was recorded. lt is possible that more remains 
survive in a buried state. There is slight disturbance from the fam1 track near Corsllwyn-goch 
farm. 

Features Recorded During Survey 
A summary of features recorded during survey are presented below, please refer to the gazetteer 
(Appendix ll) for full details. Archaeological interests identified p1ior to the current survey are 
shown on figure 1 06; details of these interests are given in Appendix Ill. 

, SN 8588 1 1 091 R 
SN 85576 I I 138 

Current Protection/Status 

iRcvetment 

There is no cmTent protection or status afforded to the tramroad. 

Identified Threats 
No tlu·eats were identified from the UDP, however, there is a threat from bog encroachment and 
poor drainage of the surviving areas. 

Conservation and Management Recommendations 
Maintain as current. Improve drainage under archaeological supervision. 
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Figure 109: Surviving Tramroad Sections IWT023a(i)-(ii) and Identified lnterests 
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Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

IWT Number 024: Ystalyfera Tramroad 

NGR: SN 76755 09387 to SN 76334 07597 
Date Range: c. 1841 - ? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 2.2 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
The Y stalyfera Ironworks tramroad was constructed c. 1841 it connected to the wharf of the 
Swansea canal at Gurnos (Hughes I 990:260), whilst a branch also ran northwest to quanies and 
coal workings at Wem Fawr and south from the ironworks to the River Tawe. 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 127· Routes of Tramroad lWT024 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
lWT024 Ystalyfera Tramroad SN 76755 09387 to SN 76334 07597 110 

The route of the tramroad depicted in Figure 110 is taken from the 1st Edition OS map which 
shows a trarnroad running from the quanies and coal levels at Wern Fawr with a junction at 
Gurnos \Vharf to Ystalyfera ironworks and from there to a terminus alongside the River Tawe. 
This tramroad has been partly destroyed by the construction of houses and industrial units. 
though elsewhere its route can be traced along minor roads or footpaths; along Tirbach Road, 
Old Wem Road, Woodmans Terrace and pa11way along a footpath above the former ironworks 
site. South of the ironworks it can be followed along a tarmaced footpath alongside the river. No 
visible remains associated with the tramroad were noted. 
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Figure 110: Route ofTramroad IWT024 Ystalyfera 
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nVT Number 025: Nant y glo- Beaufort Tramroad 

NGR: SO 19080 11674 to SO 17060 11328 
Date Range: c. 1833-? 
Approximate length oftramroad = 1.6 Km 
Overall survival = 0% 

Historical Background 
Constructed c.1833 this tramroad ran from the Beaufort ironworks to Bai ley' s Llangattock 
Tramroad just north ofNant-y-glo. It is thought that this was in itiated by Ebbw Vale' s desire to 
avoid the high cost of the Trevil Railroad (van Laun 2001:1 08). 

General Description 
This tramroad has been surveyed as a single continuous route: 

Table 128· Routes of Tramroad IWT025 
Route Name Location Figure 
Number Reference 

Number 
lWT025 Nant-y-glo - Beaufort SO 19080 1 1 674 to SO 17060 11328 Ill 

Tramroad 

From Beaufort Ironworks the tramroad climbed an incline before running east to join Baile) ·s 
Llangattock Tramroad. No above surface remains of this tramroad sun,ive; the fom1er incline is 
no longer visible. though the tramroad route east of here can be followed from Maeshalog House 
onto Bangor Road and along a tarmaced footpath to Wan~rick Road, across Bailey street 1o 
Market Square, where it formerly connected ,,vith Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad. No visible 
remains were noted. 
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Figure 111: Route ofTramroad IWT025 Nant y glo- Beaufort 
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Appendix I 

Table of ironworks transport networks showing % overall survival in relation to associated 
k d h I I I I fth . ks 1ronwor s an t e arc 1aeo og1ca va ue o e 1ronwor core areas 

Ironworks Name Condition % Associated Respective Consider 
Transport Rating OveraU Ironworks: Archaeological Scheduling 
Number5 Survival Number(s)/Name(s) Value6 of 

Ironwork Core 
Area(s) 

IWTOOI Abersychan l'iVTOO J(i): D 55% IW004 Abersychan Archaeologically Yes; 
Limestone IWTOOI(ii) : A (British) sensitive area IWTOOI(ii): 
Railway entire length 

IWT002 Llam-march IWT002(i): B 11 % IW006 C lydach Archaeological ly Yes; JWT002(i): 
Railroad IWT002(ii): D sensitive area extend SAM 

BR161 to 
include 
remainder of 
incline 

IWT002a Llam-march IWT002a(i): B 4% JW006 C lydach Archaeologically No 
Railroad sensitive area 
(Waunllapria) 

TWT003 Llam-march TWT003(i): B 35% J\V006 Clydach Archaeologically Yes; extend 
Tramroad IWT003(ii): D sensitive area SAM 13RI6J to 

lWT003(iii): A include 
IWT003(iv): B remainder of 
TWT003(v): A incline 

IWT003(iv); 
parts of 
IWT003(iii) and 
IWT003(v) 

IWT003a Llam-march 1WT003a: D 0% IW006 Clydach Archaeologically No 
Tramroad Pen- sensitive area 
Ffyddlwn 

IWT004 Clydach I\VT004(i) : B 20% JW006 Clydach, Archaeologically No 
Rai lroad IWT004(ii) : C l\V012 Beaufort sensitive area. 

TWT004(iii): B Low-moderate 
IWT004(iv): E potential 
IWT004(v): E 
IWT004(vi): C 

IWT005 Bailey's TWTOOS: D <1% IW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically No 
Llangotlock IWOJ2 Beaufort: 2nd sensit ive 
Tram road Llangattock area/moderate-

Tramroad high potential, 
Low-moderate 

!potential 
JWT006 Disgwylfa JWT006(i): D 100% J\V009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; in 

Main IWT006(i i): B IW007 Blaina sensitive particular 
Tramroad TWT006(iii): D area/moderate- IWT006(ix) but 

IWT006(iv): B high potential. also: 
I\VT006(v): C Low-moderate IWT006(iv) 

5 Numbers prefixed by IWT in main text. 

6 Archaeological significance values as established in Year one report. 
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JWT006(vi): B potential IWT006(vi) 
TWT006(vii): C IWT006(viii) 

IWT006(viii): B JWT006(x) 
JWT006(ix): A 
IWT006(x): B 

JWT006a Disgwylfa IWT006a(i): B 100% TW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; 
Pant Draenog IW007 Blaina sensitive lWT006a(i) 

area/modcra te-
high potential, 
Low-moderate 

!potential 

IWT006b Disgwylfa TWT006b(i): B 100% TW009 Nant-y-glo. Archaeologically Yes; 

East IW007 Blaina sensi tive IWT006b(i) 
area/modera te- -
high potential. 
Low-moderate 
I potential 

JWT006c Disgwylfa JWT006c(i): B 94% TW009 Nant-y-glo, Archaeologically Yes; 
West IWT006c(ii): A IW007 Blaina sensitive fWT006c(i) 

IWT006c(iii): A area/moderate- lWT006c(ii) 
IWT006c(iv): A high potential. JWT006c(iii) 

Low-moderate JWT006c(iv) 
•potential 

IWT006d Disgwylfa JWT006d: D 0% I\V009 Nant -y-glo, Archaeologically No 
Main 1W007 Blaina sensitive 
(conj ectured) area/moderate-

high potential , 
Low-moderate 
potentia l 

JWT006e Di gwylfa JWT006e(i): A 9% I\V009 Nant-y-glo. Archaeologically No 
Main (south) 1WT006e( ii): B IW007 Blaina sensit ive 

IWT006e(iii):B area/moderate-
high potential , 
Low-moderate 

I potential 

IWT007 Trevi l IWT007(i): A 61% IW014 Sirhowy. Archaeologically Yes; especially 

Railroad Main IWT007(ii): E JW012 Beaufort, sensitive area/high JWT007(iii) 
Line lWT007(iii): A TWOJO Ebbw Vale potentia l, Low-

IWT007(iv): E wi th Victoria moderate 
IWT007(v): l3 Ironworks: Rassau potent ial, 
JWT007(vi): B Railroad Archaeologically 

sensitive area/low 
potential 

IWT007a Trevil TWT007a: D <1% IW01 2 Beaufort: Low-moderate No 
Railroad Rassau Railroad potentia l 
Beaufort Line 

IWT007b Trevil IWT007b: D < 1%? JW01 2 Beaufort, Low-modera te No 
Railroad Ebbw lWOl O Ebbw Vale: potential, 
Vale Line Rassau Railroad Archaeologically 

sensitive area/low 
potential 

IWT007c Trcvil TWT007c: D 0% JW014 Sirhowy: Archaeologically No 
Railroad Rassau Railroad sensitive area/high 
('I. ~t~ •• -. 1 ; .. .,_ ,... .; 1 
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Sirhowy Line potential 

lWT007d Trevil line to IWT007d: D 0% lWOIO Ebbw Vale, Archaeologica lly No 

Victoria !WO I I Victoria: sensitive area/low 
Beaufort Tramroad potential. Low-

moderate potential 

1WT008 Rassau TWT008(i): E 14% IW012 Beaufort, Low-moderate No 

Railroad 1WT008(ii): E JWOI4 Sirhowy, potential, 
IWOJO Ebbw Vale Archaeologically 

sensitive area/high 
potential, 
Archaeologically 
sensitive area/ low 
potential 

JWT009 Jlall's Trevil IWT009(i): B 7% IW015a Rhymney Archaeologically No 

Tramroad Upper Furnace: sensitive area -
JWT009(ii): C Rhymney Branch 

Tramroad; Bryn Oer 
Tramroad 

lWTOlO R hymney IWTOIO(i): U 3% IWOI5a Rhymney Archaeologically No 
Tramroad Upper Furnace sensitive area 

Branch 

lWTOl 1 Morlais East IWT01l(i): B 39% JW023 Ivor works Archaeologically No 

Tram road and 
IWTOll(ii): D 

and IW022 Dowlais sensitive 
Railway Ironworks. area/moderate 

JWTOll( iii): E potential , 
Archaeologically 
sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IWT012 Morlais West 1WT012(i): c 34% IW021 Pcnydarren Moderate-high Yes: especially 

Tram road 1WT012(ii): A Ironworks and potential , IWT01 2(ii) 

IWTO 12(iii): E 
tramroad, JW018 Archaeologica lly 
Plymouth Ironworks sensitive 

area/low-moderate 
potential 

JWTOJ3 Tappendcns' IWT013(i): A 29% 1W024 1-:linvaun, Archaeologica lly Yes: especia lly 

Tramroad 1WT013(ii): B 
lW025 Llwydcoed, sensit ive area/high I\VTOJ3(ix) 
1W027 Abcmant potential, 

T\VT013(iii): B IW026 Gadlys Archaeologically 

TWT0 13(iv): C 
sensitive area/high 
potential, Low-

IWT013(v): U moderate 

IWT013(vi): E 
potential, 
Archaeologically 

1WT013(vii): E sensitive 

TWT013(viii): C area/moderate-

IWTOI3(ix): A 
high potential 

IWT0 13a Tappendens' IWT013a(i): C 16% JW024 H irwaun, Archaeologically No 
Tramroad 

IWT013a(ii): C 
IW025 Lhvydcoed, sensitive area/high 

West IW027 Abemant, potential, 
IWT013a( iii): C JW026 Gadlys Archaeologically 
lWTOl3a(iv): U sensitive area/h igh 
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IWT013a(v): B 

IWT014 Mr Glover's 1WT014(i): A 65% 
Railroad IWT014(ii): E 

IWT014(iii): B 

J\:VT014a Mr Glovers JWT014a(i): B 6% 
Railroad 
Bryngwyn 
Ex tension 

JWT015 Twynau JWTOI5(i): C 25% 
Gwynion 1\VTOJ 5(ii): B 
Tramroad Line 
1 

IWT015a Twynau lWT015a(i): D 50% 
Gwynion IWT0 15a(ii): C 
Tram road line 

IWT015a(iii):C 
2 

IWTOI5a(iv): D 

TWT015a(v): C 

IWT015a(vi): C 

JWTOJ 5a(vii): B 

JWT015b Twynau IWT015b(i): C 87% 
G\vynion 
Tramroad line 
3 

IWTOJ5e Twynau IWTOI5e(i): B 19% 
Gwynion 

JWTOJ5c(ii): U 
Tramroad Line 

potential, Low-
moderate 
potential, 
Archaeologically 
sensitive 
area/moderate­
high potential 

JW024 JTirwaun Archaeologically No: but possibly 
(later connection to sensitive area/high re-consider as 
IW025 Llwydcoed, potential, part of adjacent 
JW027 Abernant, Archaeologically quarry 
JW026 Gadlys sensitive area/high landscape at a 
Ironworks via potential. Low- later stage. 
Tappendens' moderate 
Tramroad) potential, 

Archaeologically -
sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IW024 Hirwaun Archaeologically No 
(later connection to sensi tive area/high 
IW025 Llwydcoed, potential , 
IW027 Abernant , Archaeologically 
IW026 Gadlys sensitive area/high 
Ironworks vra potential , Low-
Tappendens · moderate 
Tramroad) potential, 

IW022 Dowlais 

Archaeologically 
sensi tive 
area/moderate­
high potential 

Archaeologically 
sensitive 
area/modera te­
high potentia l 

IWO 1 Sa RJ1yr1mey Archaeologica 1 Jy 
Upper Furnace sensit ive area 

TW022 Dowlais Archaeologically 
(partly under later sensitive 
Rhymney Limestone area/moderate-
Railway) high potentia l 

Yes; IWT015(ii) 
and possibly 
IWT015(i) due 
to substantial 
bridge 
abutments 

Yes; 
IWT015a(vii) 

No 

IW022 Dowlais Archaeologically No 
(partly under route of sensitive 
Rl1ynmey Limestone area/moderate-
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4 Railway) high potential 

IWT016 Rhymney IWT016(i): E 29% IW015 Rhymney Sterile-low No 
Limestone TWT016(ii): B Lower Fumace potential 

Railway 

IWT017 B1)rn Oer 1\VT017: D 0% IWOJ5/0 15a Archaeologically No 
Tramroad (within Rhymney (via Hall's sensitive 

Glamorg Trevil Tramroad) area/sterile-low 
an - potential 
Gwent) 

JWTOI8 Tredegar IWTO I8(i): B 4% 1W013 Tredegar Moderate No 

Tramroad Ironworks potenti al 

JWTOJ9 Ebbw Vale TWTOI9(i): B 2% JWOIO Ebbw Vale Archaeologically No (surviving 

Private Line and T\\1014 Sirhowy sensitive area/low features sti 11 in 
Ironworks potential, use) -

Archaeologically 
sensitive area/high 
potenti al 

TWT019a Ebbw Yale IWT019a: D <1% IWOIO Ebbw Vale Archaeological ly No 

Private line 
Only tunnel 

and IWO I 4 Sirhowy sensitive area/low 
addi tion 

a Ironworks (via potential , 
(IV.rl'O 19a/OO 1) llarford 's Tunnel) Archaeologica lly 
under Beaufort 
road sur vives. 

~ensitive area/high 
potential 

JWT020 Bute Tramroad 1\VT020: D 0% IW015 Rhymney Sterile- low No 
Lower Furnace (via potential 
Dowlais· Tw)nau 
Gw)rnion line 4) 

JWT021 Beaufo1t IWT021: D 0% TWO 12 Beaufort and Low-moderate No 

Trarnroad JWO 10 Ebbw Vale potential, 
Archaeologically 
sensit ive area/low 
potential 

JWT022 Prothcroe's JWT022(i): B 26%? JW034 Venal lt Archaeologically No 
Tram road IWT022(ii): U 

sensi tive area/high 
potential 

IWT022a Venal!! 1\VT022a: D 0% IW034 Venallt Archaeologically No 
Trarnroad sensitive area/high 

potential 

IWT023 Ban wen IWT023(i): u 33% IW032 Banwen Archaeological ly Consider 
QumTies 1\VT023(ii): D sensitive area/high schedu ling area 
Tram road potential of weighbridge 

and adjacent 
tramroad 
formation within 
core ironworks 
area. 

IWT023a Ban wen 1\VT023a(i): B 87% IW032 Banwen Archaeologically No 
Coelbren IWT023a(ii): B sensitive area/high 
Junction potential 

lWT024 Ystalyfera IWT024: D 0% JW029Y stalyfera Archaeologically No 
.. :.: ·~ 
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sensitive 
area/moderate-
high potential 

IWT025 Nant-y-glo - IWT025: D 0% IW012 Beaufort Low-moderate No 
Beaufort (also JW009 Nant-y- potential, 

glo via Bailey"s Archaeologically 
Llangattock sensitive 
Tramroad) area/moderate-

high potential 
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Feature Number 
IWTOO I/001 

NGR 
so 273 13 03460 

Summary 
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Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone block in situ with 2 drilled holes. approx. dimensions 0.43m x 0.21 m, holes 0.1 1 m apart. 

Feature Number 
I \V TOO I /002 

NGR 
so 27325 03547 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block. 

Site Status 
None 

3 partly exposed stone blocks in situ, aYeragc dimensions 0.4m >. 0.31, holes 0.10-0.11 m apart. 

Feature Number 
IWT001 /003 

1\GR 
so 27326 03556 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
J\one 

Stone b lock in situ with 2 drilled holes, approx. 0.1 m apart, one with remains of metal spike in silu and wear from rails. 

Featm·e Number 
IWT001 /004 

NGR 
so 27321 03492 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone 8 locks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
'one 

3 partly exposed stone b locks in situ approx. I m apart with drilled holes. Another 5 part I) exposed stone blocks to theN of 
these. 

Feature Number 
JWT001 /005 

NGR 
so 2743 0381 

Summary 

Name 
Abcrsychan Limestone Railway Revelment 

Type 
R evctmen t 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revelment, random construction near substantial quarT) approx. 15m in length. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOI/006 

NGRl 
so 2745 0382 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Rai lway Cutting 

NGR2 Type 
so 2745 0386 Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Slight cutting for tramroad, running parallel is another cutting, this cou ld mean that the tr~ck could possibly have been moved 
during expansion of a nearby quarry. 
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Feature Number 
1\VTOOl /007 

NGR 
so 27430 04220 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Line of exposed nat stone blocks in situ, (one with a single drilled hole) along top ofrevetment approx. I Om in length 
0.75m high. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOl /008 

NGR 
so 2746 0385 

S ummary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 exposed stone blocks in situ each with 2 drilled holes along grass covered formation. Approx. O.Sm x 0.3m, 
holes 0.1 I m apart. 

Feature Number 
JWTOOI /009 

NGR 
so 2746 0390 

Summary 

Name 
Abcrsychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

4 exposed stone blocks in situ with 2 drilled holes and wear marks, J exposed block with wear from rail approx 17m 
to the South. 

Feature Numhcr 
IWTOOI /010 

NGR 
so 2742 0412 - so 2741 0409 

SummaQ 

Name 
Abersychan Lm1cstone Raih\·ay Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

L ine of stone blocks in situ with 2 drilled holes approx. 30m long. Double line representing both sides of the track in some 
places, gauge of track measured to be approx. 3ft &in. A couple of blocks have wear marks from rail. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOl/011 

NGR 
so 2744 0414 - so 2751 0432 

Summa•·y 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Line of stone blocks, 2 drilled holes approx. 0.1 m apart and some with wear marks found in situ. slightly disturbed. 

Feature Number 
1\VTOOl /0 12 

NGR 
so 27530 04320 

Sum mar;\ 
Stone block out of situ with oblong wear mark. 

Name 
Abcrsychan Limestone Railway Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 
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Feature Number 
lWTOOl /013 

NGR 
so 2764 0438 

Summary 

Name 
Abcrsychan Limestone Rail\~ ay Stone B locks 

Type 
Stone block 

Sile Status 
None 

Line of approx. 32 partly exposed stone blocks in si lu with 2 drilled holes and some with rectan!,'l.Jiar wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOI /014 

NGR 
so 27440 04250 

Summary 

Name 
Abersychan Limestone Railway Stone Blocks 

T~pe 

Stone block 
Site Status 
None 

Line of partly ex posed stone blocks in situ with 2 drilled holes running sporadically for approx. 70m. More are pos~ibly 
buried under leaf litter. Some have good examples of oblong wear ma1ks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOI /015 

NGR 
so 2816 0456 

Summary 
Junction of tram road entering quarry. 

Featm·e Number 
IWTOOI /016 

NGR 
so 27040 03450 

Summary 

Name 
Ahcrsychan Limestone Railway Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Name 

Site Sta tus 
None 

Abcrsychan Limestone Rai I way Bridge Abutment 

Type 
Tramroad bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Stone bridge abutment survi,·ing at base of incline noted as A2 b) John Van Laun. Constructed of dry stone squared off 
blocks 8-J courses high, curYing around to no11h on east side ofriYcr. On west side of river stands a stone wall with re\etted 
bank to either side. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/001 

NGR 
so 22535 12681 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Bridge 

T)pe 
Tramroad Bridge 

Site Status 
Ll3 23814 

Stone built single arched bridge. Arch sprung from rock face. Shown on I st Edition OS, located between incline E 11 and 
E 12 depicted by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/002 

NGR 
so 22535 1268 1 

Summary 

Name 
Llarn-march Tramroacl Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone Block 

Site Status 
l\one 

2 partly exposed stone blocks in silu with single dri lled hole along IWT003/00 I. Approx dimension 0.4m x 0.2m. 
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Feature Number 
IWT003/003 

NGR 
SO 22558 I 2705 

Summar) 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Junction 

T)pe 
Tram1oad cutt ing 

Sile Status 
None 

Junction of tram road spur in slight cutting depicted on I st Edition OS, parallel with main track to Northeast of bridge. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/004 

NGR 
SO 22052 I 2434 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Junction 

T)pe 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of tram road with incline noted by John Van Laun as E I 3. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/005 

NGR 
SO 23574 I 4034 

Summary 

N ame 
Llam-march TramroaJ Bridge Abutment 

T)pe 
Revelment 

Possible bridge abutment and stone revelment. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/006 

NGR 
SO 236 I 8 14093 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Post Hole 

T)pC 
Post hole 

Rectangular post sett ing approx 0.6m x 0.5m and 0. I m deep. 

Feat111·e Number 
IWT003/007 

NGR 
S023768 14127 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-rnarch Tramroad Stone Block 

T)pC 
Stone block 

Stone block in situ with small drilled hole and wear mark. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/008 

NGR 
so 24144 14286 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Drain 

Type 
Drain Pipe 

Exposed iron drainage pipe runn ing through track bed. 

Featu1·e Number 
IWT003/009 

NGR 
so 24!49 14286 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block with rail groove, out o f situ, used in construction of stone lined water channel. 
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Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
)'.;one 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
)';one 

Site Status 
None 
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Feature Number 
IWT003/0JO 

NGR 
so 24 189 14286 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Series of 5 exposed stone blocks ill situ with drilled holes and wear marks . 

Featut·e Number 
IWT003/011 

NGR 
SO 24209 I 4286 

Summary 
Stone block with I drille<l hole, ill situ. 

Feature Number 
JWT003/012 

NGR 
so 24245 14421 

Summary 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Name 
Llam-march Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Stone block with I drilled hole, out of situ, used in construction of stone lined drainage channel. Other similar channels in 
close proximity. 

Feature Number 
IWT003/013 

NGR 
so 24258 14420 

Summary 

Name 
Structure Llam-march Tramroad 

Type 
Building 

Stone built structure to ~outh oftramroad shown on I st edition 0~. 

Feature Number 
IWT004/00I 

NGR 
so 1801 1139 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Stone block 

Type 
Stone block 

Exposed stone block with wear mark from bar rail. 

Feature Number 
f\VT004/002 

NGR 
SO 1834 I I 29 - SO 1834 1130 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Stone blocks 

T)·pc 

Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of9 partly exposed stone blocks with rectangular wear marks and some with single drilled hole. 
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Feature Number 
IWT004/003 

NGR 
so 2029 1235 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Stone block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block with 2 drilled holes found out of silu. 

Featu1·e Number 
IWT004/004 

NGR 
so 2205 1273 

Summm·y 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Single arched cuh ert, concrete replacement. Original dry stone revelment surviving to either s ide of opening. 

Feature Number 
IWT004/005 

NGR 
S024 179 14375 

Summary 

Name 
Clydach Railroad Machine house 

Typr 
Bui lding 

Machine House, constructed by I 798 and used for weighing by Clydach Railroad. 

Feature Number 
JWT004/006 

NGR 
SO 23030 I 3770 

Summary 

Name 
Clydaeh Railroad Bridge 

Type 
Tram road bridge 

Tramroad b1idge under modem road nea1 Bethlehem Chapel, Mae>ygwanha 

Feature Number 
IWT005/001 

NGR 
SO 2066 I I 2864 

Summary 
Causeway at Nant y Hafod 

Feature Number 
JWT005/002 

NGR 
S021880 14830 

Summary 
Tramroad causeway at Wern Wateyn. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/001 

NGRI 
so 20312 13303 

Summary 
Slight cutting each side of track. 

NGR2 

Name 
Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad Causeway 

T~pe 

Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Bailey's Llangattock Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

T~pe 

Tramroad cutting 
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Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
1\lonc 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 
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Feature Number 
I\VT006/002 

NGR 
so 20210 13264- so 20135 13242 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main 1 ramroad Cutting 

T)pC 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting approx 2m high and 2m wide at base, no surface features visible. 

Feature Numbe1· 
IWT006/003 

NGR 
so 20135 13242 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry Adjacem to Disgwylfa Main Tramroad 

Typr 
Quarry 

Quarry scoop and debris on lower and upper s lope of tram road embankment. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/004 

NGR 
so 20351 13384 

Summary 
Cutting approx. I m high. 

Feature Number 
I\VT0061005 

NGR 
so 20433 13469 - so 20487 13498 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

T)pe 
Tram road cutting 

Name 
Disg\\ ylfa Main Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
1 ramroad causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Raised cause11 ay with bridge abutment, gr<1sscd over. Approx. 0.8m high . width oftr<1ck across top 0. 75m, total width of 
feature 5m. 

Feature Number 
I WT006/006 

NGR 
so 20607 13540 - so 20623 13540 

Summary 

Name 
Di~g~' ylfll Main Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone blocks 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone blocks in si1u with intact stone track bed. No holes or wear marks \'isiblc on blocks. Running approx. 16m 

Feature l'l'umber 
IWT006/007 

NGR 
so 20666 13538 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa M am Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Small quarry scoop alongside track approx. 8m long, nearly completely grassed over. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/008 

NGR 
so 20686 13524 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series ofapprox 17 partly exposed stone blocks average I m apart 0.25m x 0.4m, no holes visible possibly slight wear. 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/009 

NGR 
SO 208 I 2 I 3507 - SO 20855 13521 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwyifa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Sile Status 
None 

Cutting, grassed over 1.5m high on North side of track, 0.7111 high on South side. Width at base approx. 2.4m 

Featm·c Number 
IWT006/010 

NGR 
so 20855 1352 1 - so 209 16 13554 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Embanked causeway leading across bog approx. 1.5111 wide, some partly exposed stone blocks and revet111cnt. No vis ible 
sign o f culvert. Downs lope side is appox 1.5111 high. Bog has broken through and is covering embankment at East end. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/0l I 

NGR 
S02103 1 13542 

Summary 
Minor cutting approx. 0.4m high. 

Feature Number 
I\VT006/0l 2 

NGR 
S0211851354R 

Summary 

1\ame 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Trarnroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramrond cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Slight cutting approx 1 m high on North side of track. 0.5m high on South side. Width at base approx 2.5m. Grassed O\CT 

Feature Number 
IWT006/013 

NGR 
so 21217 13550 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Culvcn 

TyJJC 
Culvert 

Collapsed stone culvert\\ ith exposed ~tone revctment. I course high. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/014 

NGR 
so 2 1319 13548- so 2143613520 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Revetment 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Section of exposed dry stone revetment approx 6 courses high. Nearb) is a quarry and area of scree. 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/015 

NGR 
S02153 1 13501- S02161413548 

Name 
Disgwylfa Mam Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad Causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Substanti~l stone rcvcttcd causeway approx 7 courses high ( l.5m) with 2 parallel lines of exposed stone blocks. Gauge of 
track estimated to be approx 3ft 

Feature Number 
IWT006/016 

NGR 
S02165513629- S02 1689 13681 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting approx 2m wide at base and max height approx 1 m. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/017 

NGR 
so 21804 14197 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Dis1:,rwylfa Main Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Semi-circular quarry ~coop, ups lope to West side of track and spoil tip, downs lope to East side of track. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/018 

1\'GR 
so 21824 142!!1 

Summary 
Junction with IWT006c. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/019 

NGR 
so 21848 14305 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Ylam Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tram road j unction 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Nanow cutting approx 1.5m high and I .I m wide at base. 

Feature Number 
IWT006/020 

NGR 
so 21707 13968 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Slight cutting approx. 0.75m high, 2m wide at base and 20m long. 
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Site Statu~ 
'one 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 
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Feature Number 
IWT006/021 

NGR 
502170813807 

Summary 

Name 
DtSb'Wylfa Main Tramroad .Junction 

Type 
Tram road junct10n 

Junction with IWT006b, noted as Disgwlyfa l:.ast by John Van Laun 

Featu•·c Number 
TWT006/022 

NGR 
5021692 13678-5021708 13807 

Summarv 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main Tramroad Stone 131ocks 

Type 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Double \~iclth track with some partly exposed stone blocks no wear marks or holes visible. Suggested by JVL to be a siding 
for storing trams. 

Feature Number 
TWT006a/OO I 

NGR 
S021690 13772 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Causeway approx I m high constructed of rough stone boulders approx 3 courses high. 

FeatUJ·e Number 
I WT006a/002 

NGR 
S02168713815 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Pant Draenog Tramroad Causewa} 

T)•pc 
Tramroacl causeway 

Minor causeway across shallow gully, roughly constructed similar to IWT006a/OO I. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWT006a/003 Quany Adjacent to Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog Tram road 

NGR 
so 21676 14025 

Summary 
Linear hollow adjoining East side oftramroad. 

Feature Number 
1 WT006a/004 

NGR 
S021691 13683 

Summary 
Junction with main line 1WT006. 

Feature Number 
IWT006b/001 

NGR 
S02170913808- S02170813847 

Summary 

Name 

Type 
Ho llow way 

Disgwylfa Pant Dracnog. Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramroad Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Rough stone boulder rcvctmcnt approx. 3 courses high (0.6rn) 
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Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 
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Feature Number 
IWT006h/002 

NGR 
SO 21709 I 390R 

Summary 

Name 
01sgwylfa Ea~t Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Stone block with single hole found to East of track. Approx. 0.4 7m x 0.31 m. Nearby is a partly exposed stone block 0.31 m x 
0. 17m, no visib le hole or wear. 

Feature Number 
IWT006b/003 

NGR 
so 21760 14019 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Rock cannon 

Site Status 
'lone 

Large stone block found to East side of tram road. Approx. 0.6 7rn x 0.54m. 4 holes approx 0.05m m diameter 111 rectangular 
shape with I smaller hole in the middle. Another large boulder to South about the same size. no holes on exposed surface. 

Possible rock cannon -

Feature Number 
J WT006b/004 

NGR 
so 2 1773 14029 

Summary 

"'ame 
Disgwylfa cast Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Trarnroad cutting 

Cutting approx 0.5m high on East side, 1.2m high on West. 

Feature Number 
IWT006b/005 

NGR 
S021833 14083 

Summary 
Slight. short cutting approx 21 m m lcn!,>th. 

Featm·c Number 
IWT006h/006 

NGR 
so 21853 14083 

Summary 
Small quarry scoop to West of track. 

Feature Number 
IWT006c/00 1 

NGR 
S0218241428 1 - S02172514442 

Summa ry 

Name 
Disgwylfa East Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Name 
Quarry Adjacent to Disgwylfa East Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Name 
Disgwylfa West 1 ramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cuttmg 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
I\ one 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Substantial cu lling running Northwest at junction \\'Jth main line lcadmg through a number of quarries. Approx 0.8m wide and 
over 4m high. Depicted on I st Edition OS. 

263 



Southeast Wales Industrial lronworks Landscapes 

Feature Number 
l WT006c/002 

NGR 
S021371 14576- S021286 14593 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting to West of'old' quarries d~.:pictcd on I st Edition OS. 

Feature Number 
I WT006c/003 

NGR 
so 21670 14494- so 21532 14541 

Summary 

Name 
Dis~:,rwylfa West Tramroad Rcvetment 

Type 
Revetmcnt 

Exposed ballastcd revelment along n·amroad embankment. 

Feature Numbe1· 
IWT006c/004 

NGR 
S021665 14510 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tram road JUnCtion 

Tramroad junction I or branch to Disgwylfa North, noted as G 12 by john Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
I \YT006c/005 

NGR 
so 21428 14574- so 2 1344 14589 

Summary 

Name 
Dis~:,"vylfa West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

2 parallel lines of exposed stone blocks with stone track bed intact heading towards small tmck side quarry. No holes or 
wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWT006c/006 

NGR 
S021200 14677 

Summary 
Slight cutting 

Feature Number 
IWT006c/007 

NGR 
so 21269 14606 - so 2 121 7 14643 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Name 
Disgwylfa West Tramroad Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

High ballastcd cau~cway across boggy area, stone blocks visible on surface. no drilled holes or wear visible. Approx 1.8m 
high. 
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Name Feature Number 
TWT006e/001 Disgwylfa Main (south) Tramroad Stone Blocks 

NGR Type 
so 19233 12521 Stone block 

Summary 
Series of partly exposed stone blocks leading to stile, no drilled holes or wear marks visible. 

Feature Number 
JWT006c/002 

NGR 
so 19203 12618 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main (south) Tramroad Rcvctment 

Type 
Rcvctmcnt 

Stone revetmcnt constructed of squared off angular blocks approx 3 courses high (0.5m). 

Feature Number 
IWT006c/003 

NGR 
so 19196 12721 

Summary 

Name 
Disgwylfa Main (south) Tramroad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Cutting on West side of track approx 1.75m high. 2spoil tips to East or track approx. 2m high. 

Feature Number 
lWT007/00l 

NGR 
so 1414 1154 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleepers 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Several sleepers found in vicinity with cut grooves for chair and spike holes. out of situ. Approx dimensions 2 .59m in 
length. 0.26m wide. Groove for chair 0.71m wide, 2 holes 0.28m apart. Gauge 1.53m (5ft) 

Feature Number 
IWT007/002 

NGR 
S013871172 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line StoneBloeks 

Type 
Stone Block 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed stone blocks in situ running for approx 7.5m. With good example of rectangular wear marks from chair 
approx 0 .28m x 0.12m. 0.005m deep and 2 drilled holes approx 0.22m apart. A wooden sleeper is located between I st 
and 2nd stone from the east. Stone track bed still intact. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/003 

NGR 
so 13791174 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Rai lroad Main Line Revctment 

Type 
Rcvet.ment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revelment approx 4m in length to South side of track. I course approx 0. 13m high exposed through grass, 
total height of grassed over bank approx I m. Average block size 0.61 m x 0.34m. 
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Feature Number 
IWT007/004 

NGR 
SO 1372 I 175 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culven 

Broken cu lven and adjacent revelling approx. 2 courses high. Culvert blocked by masonry. 

Featu re Number 
IWT007/005 

NGR 
so 1369 1174 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Embankment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Summary . 
Embankment cut away to reveal 2 courses of dry stone revelling on South side of track, embankment approx 0. 75m htgh. 

Feature Nu m bet· 
IWT007/006 

NGR 
SOI365311742 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Passing Loop 

Type 
Passing loop 

Junction ofpassing loop as shown on 1st Edition OS. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/007 

NGR 
so 1347 1211 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block with very deep wear mark from rail and chair. Very good example. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWT007/00R Quarry scoop Adjacent to Trevil Railroad Main Line 

NGR 
so 1347 1214 

Summary 

Type 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

Hollow/scoop and linear platform. down slope to West of 01iginal loop oftramroad. Quany scoop also present ups lope on East 
sick. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/009 

NGR 
so 13471221 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Sleepers 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Series of sleeper impressions along exposed section of stone rcvetrncnt. Revelment approx. 3-4 courses high constructed of 
rough stone blocks. 
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Feature Number 
lWT007/0lO 

NGR 
so 1344 1228 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Dry stone built culvert approx. 3 courses high with rectangular lintel. D imensions of opening approx. 0.25m high, 0.45m 
wide. Total height approx 0.53m, total width 1.7m. Some collapsed masonry. 

Feature Number 
!WT00?/011 

NGR 
so 1342 1236 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil R~ilroad Main Line Drain 

Type 
Drain 

Tron drain pipe protruding from track to west, draining water into gorge. 

Featm·e Number 
JWT00?/012 

NGR 
so 1343 1249 

Summarv 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Bridge 

Type 
Bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Single ar~hed bridge canying tram road over Nant Milgatw, one of two in this section of tramroad . Constructed of rough 
stone blocks brought to course, revelmen t and abutments partially collapsed. To North side condition is worse and archway is 

blocked with rubble. Identified as K4 by John Van Laun. 

Featm·c Number 
JWT00?/013 

NGR 
so 1338 1251 

Summary 

Nllmc 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Bridge 

Type 
Bridge 

Site Sta111s 
None 

Single arched bridge carrying tram road over Nant M ilgatw. one of two in this section of tramroad. Constructed of rough 
stone blocks built in stepped courses, slightly damaged revelling above, North side collapsed littered with dc.o<d trees. 
Circumference approx. 0.95m. Identified a~ K4 by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/014 

NGR 
so 1335 1249 - so 1336 1242 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Revctmcnt 

Type 
Rcvetmcnt 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone revelment on West side oftrack, approx 0.4m high. May relate to passing loop depicted on lst 
Edition OS. Continues sporadically along the track. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/0l5 

NGR 
so 1335 1249 

Summary 

Name 
Scouring alongside Trevil Railroad Main Line 

Type 
Leat 

Site Status 
None 

Linear scours alongside East of track. Similar features arc found across the gorge on East side of tram road loop. 
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Feature Number 
IWT007/0I6 

NGR 
so !335 1233 

Name 
Trcvll Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Rough ly ci rcular arched culvert, blocked inside and adjacent rcvctting. Constructed of squared off blocks of stone, roughly 
coursed. Opening is approx. 0 .75m high , 0.95m wide. 

Feature Number 
1WT007/017 

NGR 
so 1329 1224 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Revelment 

Type 
Re,etmcnt 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Exposed .rcvctment to either side of track. 2-3 courses high constructed of roughly squared off stone blocks. 

Feature Number 
1WT007/0I R 

NGR 
so 1225 1274 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad M am Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvcti 

Site Status 
None 

Partly exposed. blocked stone culvert with flat lin tel. 

Feature Number 
lWT007/019 

NGR 
SO 1290 1226 - SO 1302 1229 Tramway 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad M am Lmc Tramroad Formation 

Type 
None 

Site Status 

Surviving section of original tram road. identified a~ K2 by John Van Laun. Grassed over sleeper imprints arc vistblc. 

Feature Number 
1WT007/020 

NGR 
S0 1295 123 1 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Square dry stone culvert below !WT007/0l 9 depicted in Fig 93 in John Van Laun. Revctment is bowed on S side of track 
and on N side of track the revetment forms a semicircle on either side of culvert. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/021 

NGR 
so 1307 1229 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Stone culvert. extended to South end with replaced wooden lintel. North end is bowed similar to that of IWT007/20. 
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Feature Number 
IWT007/022 

NGR 
so 1317 1225 

Summary 

Name 
Trevil Railroad M am Line Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Site Status 
"'one 

Stone culvert, partially collapsed with nat stone lintel. Only South opcnmg is visible approx 0.35m x 0.25m. Lintel approx 
O.lm tall. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/023 

NGR 
so 1265 1232- so 1270 1231 

Summarv 

Name 
Trevil Railroad Main Line Passing Loop 

Type 
Passmg loop 

Site Status 
None 

Junction ~fpassing loop depicted on I st Edition OS with sleeper 1111prints, one sleeper is partly exposed. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/024 

NGR 
so 1343 1249- so 1338 1251 

Summary 

Name 
Trev11 Railroad M am Lmc Cau~eway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Site Status 
None 

Tram road causeway, bank and stone revelment including 2 bridges (IWT007/012 and IWT007/0 13). Sec John Van Laun K3, 
K4, KS. 

Feature Number 
f\VT007/025 

NGR 
so 1336 1242 

Summary 

Name 
I revil Railroad Main L111e Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleepers 

Sleeper imp1ints along West side of original tramroad loop. 

Feature Number 
IWT007/026 

NGR 
so 1336 1241 

Summary 

Name 
Trcvil Railroad Main Line Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed revelment downs lope on East side oft ram road. partially collapsed. Exposed section is approx ISm in length. 

Feature Number 
IWTOOS/001 

NGR 
so 1650 11 31 

Summary 

Name 
Rassau Rail road Boundary Marker 

Type 
Boundary marker 

Boundary marker with lhc inscription "GW Railway and COs Boundary 1900" 

Feature Number 
IWTOOS/002 

NGR 
so 1650 1131 

Summary 

Name 
Rassau Railroad Revelment 

Type 
Revctmcnt 

Single course ofrevetment approx 0.1 5m high exposed through long grass. 
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Feature Number 
IWT009/001 

NGR 
so 11701354 

Summary 

Name 
Hall's Trcvil Tramroad Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of tramroad branch leading to quarry from main track, shown on I st Edition OS. 

Feature Number 
1WT009/002 

NGR 
SO I 1939 13006 

Summary 

Name 
Hall's Trevil Tra.tmoad Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad Cutting 

Cutting approx 1 m high, 3.5m wide. Grassed over, no surface remains visible on track bed. 

Feature Number 
TWTO I0/001 

NGR 
so 1084209157 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymney tramroad Branch ReveLment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Stone revetment along road side of slight tram road incline IWTOl O(i). 2-3 courses high at this point of roughly squared off 
blocks of sandstone with some blocks of slag along tl1e top. 

Feature Number 
JWTOI 11001 

NGR 
so 0593 0957 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East Tmmroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block for chair with 2 drilled holes for bar rail, no visible wear. Not. in situ. 

Feature Number 
IWTOll /002 

NGR 
so 0593 0956 

Summary 
Stone lintel tcn drain 

Feature Number 
IWTOJ 1/003 

NGR 
SO 0592 0959 - SO 0589 0966 Rcvctment 

Summary 

Name 
Moria is East Tramroad CuI vert 

Name 

Type 
Culvert 

Morlais East Tramroad Revelment 

Type 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 

Lower brick revetmcnt wall running along east side of main track. Ranging from 0.3m in height at the southern end to over 
1.5m ilt its northern end. Possible siding associated with nearby red brick building. 

Feature Number 
IWTOll /004 

NGR 
so 0591 0961 

Summary 
2 iron chairs not in situ approx 3m apart 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Iron Tramroad Chair 

Type 
Iron Tramroad Chair 
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Featu1·e Number 
JWTOJJ /005 

NGR 
S00591 0961 

Name 
Morlats East Tramroad Wooden Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Exposed end of wooden sleeper in a series of grassed "bumps" i.e. bUt·icd sleepers running north along IWTO I I /003. Thts 
area is also strewn with stone blocks with 2 drilled holes such as IWTOII /06 and 07 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /006 

NGR 
so 0591 0961 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Summary 
Complct~ stone block with 2 drilled holes. no wear marks. Not in situ. found on IWTOII /003. 

Feature Numbe•· 
lWTOll /007 

NGR 
so 0590 0966 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East Tra.mroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block with 2 drilled holes. no wear marks. Not in situ. found on IWTOll/003. 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /008 

NGR 
so 0590 0966 

Summary 
Probable limekiln alongside cast of track 

Feature Number 
IWTO I I/009 

NGR 
so 0557 0992 

Summary 

Name 
Limekiln adjacent to Morlais East Tramroad 

Type 
Limekiln 

;"\\ame 
Morlai~ East Tramroad Wooden Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

3 exposed wooden sleepers running eastwcst toN side of present day walking track 

Featut·e Number 
IWTOll /010 

NGR 
so 05837 09845 

Summary 

Name 
Morlais East Tramroad Wooden Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
·one 

Site Status 
None 

Site Statlls 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed wooden sleepers running to 
and arc visible as a series of low grasst.'CI bumps. 

orth side of present walking track. The tramroad track continues below surface 

Feature Number 
IWTOII /0 11 

NGR 
so 0534 0992 

Summary 
Ruinous yellow brick building 

Name 
Structure Morla1~ East Tramroad 

Type 
Building 
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Feature Number 
IWTOII /012 

NGR 
so 0530 0994 

Summary 

Name 
Structure Morl<us East Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry building 

Site Status 
None 

Remains of quarry hut? Small rectangular brick and stone built bui lding. Built into rock outcrop approx 2m x 3m. Milybe 
others in poorer condition nearby. 

Featlll·e Number 
IWTOl l/013 

NGR 
so 05130 09989 

Summary 

Name 
Tramroad Junctton Moria is East Tramroad 

Type 
Tram road junction 

J unchon of spur from main line? to qurury face with sleepers exposed. 

Featur·e Number 
IWT012/001 

NGR 
SO 0487 0922 - SO 0477 0943 Stone block 

Summar·y 

Name 
Morlais West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 

None 

Series of stone blocks in situ prc 1830 with bar rail holes and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
fWT012/002 

NGR 
so 0483 0926 

Summary 

Name 
Morlats West Tramroad Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 

Site Status 
None 

Stone rcvetment several courses htgh on uppt.'T slope to cast of tram road. Partially masked, approx 12m in length. 0.5m 
Jugh. 

Feature Number 
IWT012/003 

NGR 
so 0479 0936 

Summary 

Name 
Morlar~ West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Continuation of track. 2 parallel lines of stone blocks with wear marks and holes. 

Feature Number 
IWT012/004 

NGR 
so 0477 0944 

Summary 

Name 
Quarry ~djaccnt to Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

Quarry scoop cast side of track cut into embankment 

Feature Number Name 
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IWTOI2/005 

NGRl 
so 0475 0952 

Summary 

Morlais West Tramroad Stone Blocks 

NGR2 Type 
so 0474 0955 Stone block 

2 parallel lines of stone blocks with wear marks and holes in situ 

Feature Number 
1WTOI21006 

NGR 
so 0472 0959 

Summary 

Name 
Quany adjacent to Morlais West Tramroad 

Type 
Quarry 

2 quany scoops cut into east embankment approx 20m apart 

Feature Number 
1WTOI2/007 

NGR 
so 0470 0968 

Summat·y 

Name 
Morlais West Tram road Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Start of 4 parallel lines of stone blocks, a lower line postl830 (with later spurs of wooden sleepers) and an upper line 
prcl830 leading to the quany face. Nearby is a ruinous building of faced stone possible quarry hut. 

Feature Nu m bet· 
TWTOI2/008 

NGR 
so 0469 0969 

Summary 

Name 
Tramroad Junction Morlais West Trarnroad 

Type 
Tram road j unction 

Junction between two pairs of lines (lWTO 12/007) 

Featu re Number 
IWTOJ2/009 

NGR 
so 0467 0978 

Sum mar)' 

Name 
1 ram road Junction Morlais West Trarnroad 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Junction for spur off line to quarry face (JWTOI 2/007), the spur hns been lost to later quarrying 

Feature Number 
JWTOI 2/010 

NGR 
so 0466 0986 

Summary 

Name 
Morla1s West Tran1road Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Sleeper impnnts on postl830 lower line (1WT01 2/007) near Pontsarn bndgc 
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Feature Number 
1WT012/011 

NGR 
so 0486 0996 

Summary• 
Ruinous rectangular building 3x2.5m 

Feature Number 
JWT012/012 

NGR 
so 0484 0930- so 0485 0943 

Summary 

Name 
Structure Morlais West Tramroad 

Name 

Type 
Building 

Tramroad Formation Morlais West 

Type 
Tramroad embankment 

Tack formation relating to T3 in John Van Laun, no visible surface remains 

Feature Number 
IWTOI3/00I 

NGR 
SN 9902 0435 - SN 9902 0439 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 

Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
SAM GM411 

Turnout and series of large s tone blocks with rail wear marks and 2 drilled holes running over Gclli-lsafbridgc (SAM 
GM411 ). The blocks average 0.49m x 0.39m with the distance between the centres of the holes being 0.13m. A further 3 
blocks arc found in situ along the track to the cast at SN 9907 0442, again with rail wear but have been slightly disturbed 
by erosion. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI3/002 

NGR 
S001250271 

Summary 

Name 
rappendens· 'I ram road Drain 

Type 
Dram 

Iron pipe for dram and possible ad it to west of track. 

Feature Number 
IWTOJ3/003 

NGR 
S001250274 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens' Tramroad Stone IJiock 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block for tramroad with some wear, in situ. 

Feature Numhe•· 
JWTOI3/004 

NGR 
so 01215 02779 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens' Tramroad Sleeper 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Partly exposed wooden sleeper possibly 111 situ. approx 7m to North of IWTOI 3/003. 
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Feature Number 
JWT013/005 

NGR 
so 0129 0238 

Summary 

Name 
1 appcndcns' Tramroad Crane Pivot 

Type 
Crane pivot 

Iron canal side object. Cast iron crane pivot as described by M car I 999. 

Feature Number 
!WTOI 3/006 

NGR 
so 0042 0304 

Summary 

Name 
lappendens' Trrunroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stoncblock 

2 partly exposed stone blocks in sill/ with 2 dnlled holes and slight wear from bar rail 

Feature Numbc1· 
IWT0 13/007 

NGR 
so 0039 0309 

Summary 

Name 
rappcndcns' Trrumoad S tone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Complete stone block found out of situ. 2 drilled holes but no obvious wear marks. 

feature Number 
!WTO I3/008 

NGR 
so 0034 0325 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcnden~· 1 ramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Statu~ 
None 

2 stone blocks out of situ approx 20m apatt. One has 3 drilled holes and wear marks from ehatr. The other has a worn 
linear groove from rail. Found to west of track. 

Feature Number 
IWT013/009 

NGR 
so 0037 0330 

Summary 

Namr 
Tappendcns· Tramroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Part exposed stone block in silu, I drilled hole visible. Wear marks poss ibly from plate rail. 

Feature Number 
IWTOIJ/010 

NGR 
so 0030 034 l 

Summary 

Name 
fappendcns ' Tramroad Stone Block 

T)'PC 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Complete stone block. not in situ. I drilled hole and wear marh from plate. Found on east side of track. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOI3/0l I 

NGR 
so 0024 0345 

Name 
Tappcndens' Tram road Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Summarv 
Stone blo~k with wear mm'ks in situ. Approx 4m to Northwest a number ofdisplaeed stone blocks now lie in a stream gully 
flowing into the River Cynon. Some have drilled holes and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI3/0J 2 

NGR 
so 00156 03556 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns' Tramroad Stone I31oek 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone block with a drilled hole and chair wear mark in situ. Approx dimensions 0.46m x 0.38m, linear wear mark 
0.11 m x 0.31 m, semicircular wear mark 0.04m radius. One similar to this lies approx 7m to the Northwest. 

Feature Number 
JWTOI3/013 

NGR 
so 00203 03500 - so 00190 03515 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcndcns' Tramroacl Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Series of 6 exposed stone blocks in situ with varying number of drilled holes i.e .. 0, 1.2 or 3 average dimension 0.4m x 
0.35m. Running near edge of river bank along South edge of track to join with middle of track. Possible passing loop or 
turnout junction. Track bed make up of small stones visible on surface. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI3/014 

NGR 
so 00203 03500 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns· Tramroad Rcvetment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Stone revctmcnt under TWTO 13/013 and continu ing North on river side of track. Approx total length 38m, including abutment 
for possible bridge 6m long. jutting out approx lm. Constructed of squared off stone blocks approx 1.8m high. 

Feature Number 
IWT013/015 

NGR 
so 0017 0353 

Summary 

Name 
Tappcnclcns' Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

3 exposed stone block in situ, each with 2 drilled holes approx 1.25m apart. Track bed of small stones still intact in p laces. 

Feature Number 
IWT013/016 

NGR 
SOOOI50357 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns· Trmnroad Stone Blocks 

T)'pe 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

2 Partly exposed stone blocb in situ. Nearby tramroad blocks are strewn down the banking on river side oftramroad, one 
has noticeable wear. 
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Feature Number 
IWT013/017 

l"GR 
so 00354 03361 -so 00479 02969 

Name 
Boundary wall for 1\bcrdarc House. adjacent to Tappenden~· 
Tramroad 

Type 
Wall 

Site Status 
None 

Summary . 
Boundary wall for Abcrdare House, ironmastcrs rcstdcnce. Running along East side of track, approx 2.4rn htgh. constructed of 

squared off stone blocks. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI3/018 

NGR 
S00013503577 

Name 
Tappcndcns' Trarnroad Culvert 

Type 
Tramroad culvert 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Culvert created from df) stone blocks from tramroad. Nearby on the track are 2 stone blocks m s1tu with 2 drilled holes. 

Feature Number 
1WT013/019 

NGR 
so 0011 0359- so 0017 0362 

Name 
'I appendcm' I ram road Stone I3lock~ 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Summa•·y 
23 expos~ stone blocks in situ with drilled holes and wear marks running at slight angle to footpath and curving around 
to Nor1hwcst. Downhill is a small track and bridge. 

Feature Number 
JWT013/020 

NGR 
SN 9993 0362 - SO 00 I 0 0362 

Summary 

Name 
fappcndcns· I rarmoad Stone Blocks 

Typr 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Well preserved series of large exposed stone blocks m s1tu running sporadically for approximately 170m and crossmg stone 
bridge IWTOI3/021. Other blocks arc probably buried along this line. Around SO 0006 0361 both stdes of the tram road 
arc exposed as 2 parallel lines of stones blocks. Blocks vary in number of drilled holes from 2. I or 0. some have iron 
spikes still in siru and good examples of wear marks for both chatr and rail. 

Feaf.ure Number 
IWTOI 3/021 

NGRt 
so 0010 0362 

Summary 

Name 
l3ridgc Tappcnclcns' Tramroad 

Type 
Tramway bridge 

Site Status 
None 

Single arched stone bridge over small stream a couple of partly exposed stone blocks on top belonging to IWT013/020. 
Constmctcd of squared off masonry blocks. random placement roughly brought to course and lime mortar. 4m wide across 
the top with no surviving parapet. Metal work is discarded under bridge and to the North part of a wall remain~. 

Feature Number 
JWT013/022 

NGR 
SN 9981 0364 - SN 9990 0362 

Summary 

Name 
lappcndcns· Tramroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

2 parallel lines of exposed stone blocks in situ with drilled holes and wear marks, slight revctment to North side of track. 
There is a slight break in the line but remains are possibly buried. 
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Feature Number 
IWTO I 3a/OO 1 

NGR 
SN 89142 06545- SN 89217 06528 

Name 
Incline on Tappendcns' Tramroad West 

Type 
Tramway Incl ined Plane 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Incline ofTappendens' tram road near Pon1- \Nalby. Stone track bed in good condition. approx 1.95m wide. Rough cobbled 
stone surface with ridge nn111ing down centre, possibly f(x chain or brake f,'TOOVC. Area North of railway viaduct has been 

tannacccl over. 

1<-eature Number 
JWTO 13a/002 

NGR 
SN 92460 061 99 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendens· Tramroad West Bridge 

Type 
Tramroad bridge 

Arched stone tram road bridge, squared off at nne end. 

Feature Number 
IWTO I 3a/003 

NGR 
SN 92077 06221 

Summary 

Name 
Tappendcns' Tram road West Causeway 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Trarnroad causeway and possible bridge/culve11. 

Feature Numbe1· 
TWTOI4/00 l 

NGR 
SN 95882 05751 - SN 956 I 0556 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Series of exposed stone b locks near clock tower. Track contin ues over stone built causeway 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
SAM BR I 57 

Feature Number 
1\VTO 1 4/002 Mr Glover's Railroad Stone Blocks and Causeway 

NGR 
SN 9587 0585 

Summary 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
SAM BR I 57 

About 6 exposed stone blocks with chair wear marks along the scheduled causeway; one has a spike in situ 

Feature Number 
lWTO .1 4/003 

NGR 
SN 95930 06081 - SN 95143 08447 

Summary 
Pendcryn quarry trail !WTO 14(ii) 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Heritage Trail 

Type 

Heritage trail 
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IWT014/004 

NGR 
SN 9528 0724 

Summat·y 
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Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Railway sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Concrete sleeper with 2 chairs found along East side of walking track. Has the inscription AS 1 TBS along one side of the 
chair and 1943 LMS on the other. 

Fea ture Number 
IWTOI4/005 

NGR 
SN 95321 07575 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Railway sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Concrete sleeper with 2 chairs found along East side of walking track. Has the inscription AS I TBS along one side of the 
chair and 1943 LMS on the other. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI4/006 

NGR 
SN 95318 07575 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

T wentieth century wooden sleepers used as gate posts, other sleeper~ strewn to the side of the track. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI4/007 

NGR 
SN 9526 0781 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Culvert 

Type 
Culvert 

Stone reverted culvert, arched and circular in shape 

Feature Number 
IWT014/008 

NGR 
SN 9526 0781 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Series of exposed wooden sleepers on track above culvert with metal spikes in situ, 55 cm apart and 27cm wide. Wear fTom 
chairs 40x22 cm, spikes arc 28em apart 

Feature Number 
IWT014/009 

NGR 
SN 9521 0792 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Part of stone block with chair wear marks and dril lt::d hole. Possibly in situ? Approx 16 x 32cm 
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Feature Number 
!WT014/010 

NGR 
SN 9520 0798 

Summat·y 
Part of stone block not in situ with spike hole 

Feature Number 
IWTOI4/011 

NGR 
SN 9411 0907 

Summary 
Length of iron rail 

Feature Number 
IWT014/012 

NGRl 
SN 9406 0916 

Summary 

NGRl 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Iron Rail 

Name 

Type 
Railway rail 

Mr Glover's Railroad Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Spur joining main route opposite quarry, possibly modem track. lies within p1ivatc land 

Feature Number 
lWT014/01 3 

NGR 
SN 9398 0913 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleepers 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
one 

Approx 6 exposed wooden sleepers in situ near junction of possible minor spur fi·om ma in tramroad not 1st Ed OS 

Feature Number 
TWTOI4/014 

NGR 
SN 94 15 I 09020 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Spur off main track possibly identified on 1st Eel OS at SN 94 151 09020 

Feature Number 
JWT014/015 

NGR 
SN 9392 0922 

Summary 

Name 
QumTy bay adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

Type 
Tipping bay 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Possible tipping bay, rectangular level platfo1111 on stone revctmcnt approx . 9x20m. Slopes uphi ll away from track, lots of 
stone rubble clumped around it. 

280 



Southeast Wales Industriallronworks Landscapes 

Feature Numbe1· 
IWT014/0!6 

NGR 
SN 9391 0924 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Plate 

Type 
Tramroad plate 

Partly exposed metal plate with lozenge shaped hole 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWT0 14/017 Qua1ry Features adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

NGR 
SN 9389 0925 

Summary 

Type 
Wheel 

Site Status 
None 

Area downslopc east of main track rcvetment IWTOI4/018, contains 19th century wheel and van ous other features that need 
surveying. Wheel is of cross spoked design with diameter of 149cm(581 /2in) and inscription S976 R White and Sons 
Whidncs Lancs. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI4/0 18 

NGR 
SN 9389 0925 

Summa ry 
Stone revelment approx l.65m high 

Feature Number 
IWTO I4/019 

NGR 
SN 9389 0923 

Summary 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Rcvctment 

Name 

Type 
Rcvetmen t 

Incline on Mr Glover'> Railroad 

Type 
Tramroad incline 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Rcvetted incline of random stone blocks idcntitiablc on I st Ed OS. 0.95m high. approx 2m wide with metal spike in situ. 

Feature Number 
1WT014/020 

NGR 
SN 9389 0923 

Summary 

Name 
Structure adjacent to Mr Glover's Railroad 

Type 
Structure 

Rectangular structure possible quarry hut to Southwest of IWTO 14/019 

Feature Numbe1· 
IWT014/02 1 

NGR 
SN 9391 0921 

Summary 
Rectangular platform and discarded rail 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Platfonn 

Name 

Type 
Structure 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWTO 14a!OO 1 Mr Glover's Railroad 81yngwyn Extension Stone Block 

NGR 
SN97100458 

Summary 

Type 
Stone block 

Stone block with single drilled hole and slight wear mark. Not in situ. 
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Feature Number 
TWTO 14af002 

NGR 
SN 9720 0453 

Name 
Mr Glover's Railroad Bryngwyn Extension Tmmroad Fom1ation 

Type 
Slag 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Large block of glass slag exposed from erosion of grassed embankment JWTO 14a(i). approx dimensions 0. 75m x 0.4m 

Feature Number 
JWTOIS/001 

NGR 
so 0721 0998 

Summar·y 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Line I Revctment 

Type 
Revctment 

Site Status 
None 

Stoned revelment and 3 stone blocks. Revetmcnt 2 courses approx 0.5m high. Track bed built up qui te high on 
revelment, width of track at this point approx 2.5m. 

Feature Number 
TWTOIS/002 

NGR 
so 0696 1008 

Summary 

Name 
Junction of lines I and 2 Twynau Gwynion Tram road 

Type 
Tramroad Junction 

Site Status 
None 

Junction of lines I and 2, Line 2 not as clearly visible as line J. Located just past quarry 20G noted by John Van Laun. 

Featu r-e Number 
IWTOIS/003 

NGH 
so 0693 1011 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line l Stone Blocks 

Type 
Stone block 

Site Status 
None 

Partly exposed stone blocks in situ, I drilled hole at Southeast end of passing loop Northwest of JWT015/002. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/004 

NGH 
SO 0682 l 025 -SO 0693 I 011 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line l Passing Loop 

Type 
Passing Loop 

Site Status 
None 

Passing loop identified near quarry 21 G by Jo hn Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
lWTOl 5/005 

NGH 
so 07536 09771 

Summary 

Name 
Junction of lines I and 2 Twynau Gwynion Tramroad 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Junction of lines I and 2 Southeast ofNant Tor-gwyn. Line l fragmentary to SE of th is point as lost to bog encroachment. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/006 

NGH 
so 075 16 09787 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroacl Line 1 Bridge AbuiTilents 

Type 
Bridge Abutment 

Site Status 
None 

Bridge abutments either side of stream (Nant Morlais) grassed over. no remains of bridge visible. Section of tram road used 
by lines I and 2. 
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Feature Number 
IWTOI 5/007 

NGR 
so 0751 0982 

Summary 
Junction of passing loop/siding from line 1/2. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/00S 

NGR 
so 0751 0984 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line I Passing Loop 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Quarries adjacent to Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 

T ype 
Quarry 

Site Status 
None 

3 quarry scoops to cast of line 1/2 near junction JWT015/007. Probable construction quarries for abutments IWTOI5/006. 

Feature Number 
IWTOIS/009 

NGR 
so 0749 0983 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line I Revelment 

Type 
Revetment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed stone revelment, roughly squared off blocks and boulders. 2-3 courses high approx 0.75m high and 5m in length. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/010 

NGR 
so 0748 0990 

Summarv 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Later trru~road spur running above quarry, junction with lines I and 2. 

Feature Number 
IWTOJS/011 

NGR 
so 07432 09974 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Tramroad Fonnation 

T ype 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Just South of this point the tram road (Twynau Gwynion lines 1 and 2) have been damaged by expansion of the quan·y. From 
this point the tom1ation i~ still visible as a low bank. 

Feature Number 
IWTOJ5/0 12 

NGR 
so 0743 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Bridge Abu tments 

T ype 
Bridge abutment 

Site Status 
None 

Bridge abutments either side oflcat near to quarries noted by John Van Laun as 45G. No remains of the b ridge arc visible. 

Feature Number 
IWT015/013 

NGR 
so 0710 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 1 Rcvetrnent 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed revctment 3-4 courses high of random stone rubble. Over 30m long and 0. 75m high near j unction of lines 1 and 
2. Good f(mnation definition . 
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Name Feature Number 
IWTOI5a/OOJ Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Revetmcnt 

NGR 
so 0725 1000 

Summary 

Type 
Revctmcnt 

Site Status 
'\lone 

Exposed stone rcvetment and good surviving track fo rmation. Raised embankment approx. I m wide. Track 3m wide in 
total. 

Feature Number 
JWTO I 5a/002 

NGR 
so 0707 1001 

Summarv 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tram road Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Eastern j~nction of line 2 with quany identi fied by John Van Laun as 20G. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI5a/OOJ 

NGR 
so 0700 1004 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tram road j unction 

Site Status 
'\lone 

Site Status 
None 

Western junction of line 2 with quarry identified hy john Van Laun as 20G. Tramroad survives as grassed over raised hank 
with some stone blocks on surface. 

Feature Number 
I WTO I Sa/004 

NGR 
so 07536 0977 f 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tram road Line 2 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Junction of lines I and 2 SE ofNant Tor-gwyn. Lmc 2 m good condition contouring hillside. 

Feature Number 
IWTO I5a/005 

NGR 
so 08668 09293 

Sum mary 

"'ame 
Twynau Gwyn10n Tram road Line 2 Junction 

Type 
r ramroad junction 

Junction of tramroad above Jepson's Pond, identified as P2a by John Van Laun . 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Feature Number 
IWT015a/006 Twynau Gwyn1on Tram road Line 2 Embankment 

NGR 
so 08547 09308 

Summary 
Linear stone bank near boulder strewn stream. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI5a/007 

NGR 
so 083 16 09495 

Summary 

Type 
Tramroad causeway 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Plate 

Type 
Tramroad plate 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

2 broken sections of dua l-purpose vandyked plate, not in si /11 . Approx dimension 0 .3m x 0.1 m x 0.08m Sec Fig 125 by 
John Van Laun . 
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Feature Number 
JWTOI 5a/008 

NGR 
so 08136 09495 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 2 Tramroad Fom1ation 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Raised track bed emerging from reeds. rough Jy ballasted, scarps around slope to quarry. I m wide across the lop. 

Feature Number 
fWT015b/OOl 

NGR 
S00641910369 

Summar·y 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

.Junction of line 3 with Rhymney Limestone Railway, line 3 continues North to quarries. 

Feature Number 
I WTO I 5 b/002 

NGR 
so 0720 0985 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Junction 

Type 
Tramway 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Point where line 3 was built over by line 4 and then subsequently the Rhymney Limestone Railway. 

Feature Number 
IWT015b/003 

NGR 
SO 0728 09H5 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion Tramroad Line 3 Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad Cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Deep cutting for tramroad, possibly originally for line 3 but may have been widened for Rhymncy Limestone Railway. 

Feature Number 
IWT015c/00 l 

NGR 
so 0677 1015 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion T rarnroad Line 4 Cutting 

Type 
Tramroad cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Cutting fo r line 4 leading into quarries, identified as R4c by John Van Laun. Approx 2m wide and average 2m high. NGR 
is for midpo int of cutting. 

Feature Number 
IWTOI5c/002 

NGR 
so 0669 1018 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwynion T ram road Line 4 Junction 

Type 
Tramroacl junction 

Junction or line 4 with a number of quarries illustrated in Map R by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT015c/003 

NGR 
so 0687 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Twynau Gwyn ion Tramroacl Line 4 Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Junction with RJ1ymncy Limestone Rai lway. Sleeper impression arc visible along the section identified as R4b by John 
Van Laun. Part of the Rhymney Limestone Railway was built along part of the route of linc4. 
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Feature Number 
!WT016/001 

NGR 
so 0731 0983 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Junction 

Type 
Tram road junction 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
Staith oftramroad branch leading to quarries identified as I OG and 66G on Map Q by John Van Laun. 

Feature Number 
IWT016/002 

NGR 
so 0660 1020 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Exposed dry stone rcvctting approx. 5 courses high . 

Feature Number 
IWTOJ6/003 

NGR 
so 0650 1026 

Summary 
2 partly exposed wooden sleepers 

Feature Numbet· 
IWT016/004 

NGR 
SO 06795 I 004 I - SO 06833 1 00 I 9 

Summary 

Name 
Rbymncy Limestone Railway Sleepers 

Type 
Wooden sleeper 

Name 
Rhymncy Limestone Railway Revelment 

Type 
Revelment 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Exposed dry stone revelment in good condition approx 5 courses h igh of random blocks. From about the same location 
the track is wider and has been built up to fonn modem track. 

Feature Number 
IWT016/005 

NGR 
so 0687 0998 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymney Limestone Railway Junction 

Type 
Tramroad junction 

Site Status 
None 

Junction ofTwynau Gwynion line 4 identified as R4b by John Van Laun. Part of the Rhymney Limestone Railway was 
built along part of the route of line 4. 

Fea ture Number 
TWTOI6/006 

NGR 
so 0728 0985 

Summary 

Name 
Rhymney Limestone Railway Cutting 

Type 
Trmnroad Cutting 

Site Status 
None 

Deep cutting for tramroad, possibly originally for line 3 but may have been widen for Rhymney Limestone Rai lway. 
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Feature Number 
!WTO 19a/OO I 

NGR 
so 14473 09781 

Summary 

Name 
Ebbw Vale Pnvatc Line Addition Tunnel 

Type 
Tramway Tunnel 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway tunnel beneath Beaufort Road. Roughly coursed. arched stone twmcl now blocked up and only partly exposed 
above modem ground level. Stone wall survives to East side and filled in cutting to North and South. Raised parapet for the 

road, approx 1.1 m high. 

Feature Number 
IWT023a/001 

NGR 
SN 85881 10918 

Summary 

Name 
Banwcn Coelbren Junction Stone Block 

Type 
Stone block 

Exposed stone block with groove mark for rail and wear marks. 

Feature Number 
IWT023a/002 

NGR 
SN 85576 11138 

Summary 

Name 
Banwen Coclbrcn Junction Revcrment 

Type 
Revelment 

Ex posed stone rcvetmcnt to Northeast s ide of track. 
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Appendix Ill 

Reference Nun1bcr 
01 039.2m 

NGR 
SN96080540 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
MANCHESTER PLACE TRAMWAY 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

FORMER B48C: Tramway junction, between Glynncath, Abcrdare and Pendcryn 

Reference Number 
01084m 

NGR 
SN990!0435 

Summa1·y 

Name 
GELLI !SAF TRAMROAD BRIDGE (ABERNANT TRAMROAD) 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
SAM;LBil 

A stone bridge built 1803-5, to carry the r lirwaun to Abernant Ironwork's tramroad across to Afon Cynon. 

Reference Number 
01093.0m 

NGR 
SN95750565 

Summa1·y 

Name 
HIRWAUN CAUSEWAY. PENDERYN RATLWAY,AJ3ERDARECANAL 

Type 
TRAMWAY TRANSPORT SJTE 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway causeway. An early C19th stone-built viaduct carried a singlc-tnck tramway across the Afon Cynon. lt remains 
virtually intact, and in use as a footpath. 

Reference Number 
0 1096m 

NGR 
SN99710362 

Summary 

Name 
IRON TRAMBRIDGE, ROBERTSTOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
SAM 

A cast iron tramroad bridge dated 1811, probably the oldest of its type in the world. ll carried the Llwydcocd tramway across 
the Afon Cynon. 

Reference Number 
02725m 

NGR 
S00746309789 

Summary 

Name 
TWYNAU GWYNIONTRAMWA Y BRIDGE, MERTHYR TYDFIL 

Type 
TRAMW 1\ Y BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway bridge 18ft. in length, which wa~ design to carry the Twynau GwynionTramroad over the Morlai s brook at Blacn 
Morlais, which was later used to tl1c same effect by the Rhymncy Mineral (Limestone) Railway. 

Reference Number 
03043 .0m 

NGR 
S009050835 

Summar·y 

Name 
NL1 37 RHYMNEY LIMESTONE RAILWAY 

Type 
Mineral railway 

Site Status 
None 

GGAT Assessment Nanl Llesg Opencast A376 Rhymney Limestone Railway between Dowlais and the Rhymney (Bute) 
Ironworks, where it supplied tl1e furnaces, named on I st Edition (1875) OS map, disused on 3rd Edition (1919) OS map. 
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Reference Number 
03173.0rn 

NGR 
5004730892 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
200 CASTLE MORLAIS QUARRIES TRAMROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
The course of the tramroad, which was built in 1803 crosses the A465 at this point. It brought lime and limestone from Castle 
Morlais quarries down to the Dowlais Ironworks. The line was constructed of a p lateway with mixed 2ft. 9in. and 4ft. 2in. 

gauge. 

Reference Number 
03200g 

NGR 
S0229133 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

No further infonnation available. 

Reference Number 
03202g 

NGR 
S0218121 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

Tramway bridge caJTying the Bailey's Tram road crossing a precipitous stream above Clydach. (Probably built around 1822.) 

Reference Number 
03204g 

NGR 
5022871327 

Summary 

Name 
SMART'S BRIDGE 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

This bridge inscribed with a elate of 1824 is constructccl of cast-iron members spanning the river Clyclach. Either side of the 
bridge Rattcnbury suggests there is evidence of a cobbled stone road which formed a branch to the ironworks. 

Reference Number 
03213g 

NGR 
80 19581 239 

Summary 

Name 
BAILEY'S TRAMROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

FORMER B29: Dismantled tramroad serving the Llangattwg Quarries and other industrial works in its vicinity. Is now shown 
on maps as a continuous pathway. 

Refet·cnce Number 
03219m 

NGR 
SN96170500 

Summary 

Name 
277 HIRWAUN COMMON RA!LWA Y (BRANCH LfNE) 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

At the point where the Hirwaun Common Mineral Railway crosses the A465, a branch li ne diverges to the south and currently 
survives as a tootpath. This branch line is marked on U1e 1880 OS (but not on the tithe map). 
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Reference Number 
03225.0m 

NGR 
SN94080591 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
259 BRANCII OF THE HIRWAVN-A BERDARE TRAM ROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A branch of the lltnvaun-Aberdare Tram road exists to the west of 1-lirwaun and fo llows the present route of the Rhigos Road (A 
4059). Orientated roughly cast/west. the route approaches Hinvaun from the south-west, and then heads north-cast through the 
town. 

Reference Number 
03230g 

NGR 
S021551265 

Summary 

Name 
LLANELL Y INCl.INE TRAMWAY 

Type 
TRAM WAY 

Site Status 
None 

FORMER 830: Incl ine tramway serving Blackrock Lime Works at Darren Ddu, Brynmawr. possib ly surviving as a trackway. 

Name Refer·cnce Number 
04887m NANT MORLAIS TRAMWAY BRIDGE ABUTMENT 

NGR 
S00753909790 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Status 
None 

Large earthen banks. which are trian!,rular in section. on either hank of the N;mt Moria is probably representing bridge abutments 
for an early tramway, probably the Twynau Gwynion Tramway of c. J R05. 

Reference Number 
04888m 

NGR 
S00753909690 

Summary 

Name 
MERTJ-JYR COMMON TRAMWAY 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Line of an early tramway running east - west across Merthyr Common paralleling the course of the later Rhymncy Mineral 
(Limestone) Railway. 

Reference Number 
05222.0g 

NGR 
S011901364 

Summar~· 

Name 
TQ 7 

Type 
RAILWAY 

The track serving the north parts of the quarry rs post- I 901. 
No related structures or tracks survived. 

Reference Number 
05223.0g 

NGR 
SOI20013 15 

Summary 

Name 
TQ 8 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

The main line running north from Pen-y-lan (a tramway in 190 I and a mineral railway on the recent OS map) has now been 
li Hed. and is used as a roadway. 
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Reference Number 
05224.0g 

NCR 
S012001340 

Summary 

Southeast Wales Industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
TQ9 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

This line is similar m layout to that shown in 190 I . although all tracks have been lifted. 

Reference Number 
05264.0g 

NCR 
S013601170 

Name 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT L 14 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Sum mar) 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGA VENNY TO HIRW AUN DUALLTNG. Trevil Tramroad, Beaufort I 
Tramroad and Tredegar. The next two lines arc part of the Trcvil Tramroad.. The first ran from the Trevil Q.uarries to a 
JUnction with Rassau Road at Trevil Machine. it was just under 3miles in length. built by T Dad ford jnr and operated between 
1797and 1860. The line o f thts track can be followed wtthin the development area Llwyn Helyg road. The second line ran from 
the quarry to Beaufort where it connected with the Rassau Tramroad. 

Reference Number 
05269.0g 

NGR 
S020401240 

Su mmary 

Name 
A J 85 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT L7 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
none 

A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT A465 AB ERG A VEI\'NY TO HIRWAUN DUALLING Course of the Clydach Railway. 
North of the London and North Western Railway at Brymnawr is the line of the Clydach Railroad built in 1794, that ran along 
the north side of the current Heads of the Valleys road(!\465) between Brynmawr and Ahergavcnny. No rcmatns exist in this 
area as the line has since been utilised as a road. 

Reference Number 
05269.2g 

NGR 
S0 12711230 

Summary 

Name 
WAIO 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Wesscx Assessment 1998 This site comprises a smal.l group of precast concrete rail/tramway sleepers (OS NGR SO 1271 1230: 
421 m OD), two discarded to either side of the former truck and a further two apparently laid end-on as kerbs on the northern 
side of the track. The sleepers were 2 111 long, c. 0.3 rn wide and c. 0.2 m high, and wou ld probably have held a track whose 
rail s were c. m apart. lt is anticipated that the haul route will impact on these remains, which arc considered to he the most 
recent sleepers used for the tramway. 

Reference Number 
05269.3g 

NGR 
S01295123 1 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOW"!\ 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Wessex Assessment 1998 This site is a c. 150 m long fonner section of the tramway (OS NGR SO 1295 1231: 419 m OD) that 
deviates to the north to follow a shallow cleft in the onginal hillside associated with a natural spring that now feeds into Shon­
Sheffrey's Reservoir. The section of former route that passes over the spring was dry stone wa ll revelled, with a smal l square 
tunnel created to allow the spring to flow through (Plate 2128). This fonner route was in use until after 1922, when the line was 
realigned and straightened to pass over a man-made embankment. lt is anticipated that the haul route will follow the existing 
embankment. and therefore not impact on the former alignment at this point. 
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Reference Number 
0527l.Og 

NGR 
S020501270 

Southeast Wales industrial Ironworks Landscapes 

Name 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT L6 

Type 
RAILWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGAVENNY TO H!RWAUN DUALLJNG Course of tl1e Llangattock to 
Brynmawr Tramway The course of a tramway is also visible cast of Brynmawr. and north of the Clydach Railway, but its route 
is now marked by a road. This is Bailey's Tramroacl, constructed c.1830, and it ran between Llangattock and Brynmawr and 

later toNant-y-Glo. 

Reference Number 
05272g 

NGR 
S022001200 

Summary 

Name 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT SS 

Type 
BRIDGE 

Site Sta tus 
None 

A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT A465 AB ERG A VENNY TO HIR WAUN DUALLJNG Devils Bridge. 

Reference Number 
05274.0g 

NGR 
S024201430 

Name 
A 185 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT L9 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Sum man' 
A 185 DE.SK-BASED ASSESSMENT A465 ABERGA VENNY TO HlR WAUN DU A LUNG Llammarch Tramroad/Railroacl. 

Reference Number 
05290g 

NGR 
S026200340 

Summary 

Name 
AR5 TRAMROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Tramroacl 1826, from the British Ironworks to the Monmouthshire Railway (1854). Iron was cmTied (rom the British via a 1.25 
mile tram road runn ing down the valley to join the main Pontypool-Blaenavon railway near Abcrsychan Farm: much of its route 
is now represented by Union Street. This line closed down in 1860. and was superseded by a longer tramroacl which left the 
works near the Abersychan and Talywain station and ran downhill in a wide loop to cross Nant FfTwdand continued north to 
make a north-facing junction with the Monmouthsbire Canal Company's main line. This line can still be followed for most of 
its route as Manor Road and Victoria Road (Riden 1994, 31 ). 

Reference Nurnbet· 
05976.0g 

NGR 
S021531255 

Summary 

Name 
91 CLYDACH RAJL ROAD BETWEEN BLACKROCK & CHELTENHAM 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Built by the Brecknock and Abergavcnny Canal Company after it was incorporated in 1793 the Clydach Rail Road ran from the 
collieries at Brynmawr, at the head of the Clydach Gorge to the long established iron-forge at Glangrwyne. 

Reference Number 
05977.0g 

NGR 
S021951274 

Summary 

Name 
78 CL YDACH RAIL ROAD. CHELTENHAM 

Type 
T RAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Built by the Brecknoek and Abergavenny Canal Company after it was incorporated in 1793 the Clydach Rail Road (sec 
also Site No.44) ran from the collieries at Brynmawr, at the head of the Clydach Gorge to the long established iron-forge at 
Glangrwyne. 
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Reference Number 
05980.0g 

NGR 
5019451236 

Summarv 
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Name 
1 11 LLANGATTOCK-BRYNMA WR TRAM ROAD, BRYNMA WR 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

At the top of the Clydach gorge, adjacent to the Brynmawr roundabout, the A465 severs the line of the Llangattock tram road at 
SO 1955 !23 7. The tramroad was built in the early 1830's by J. & C. Bailey to link their ironworks at Nantyglo and Beaufort. 

Reference Number 
05985.0g 

NGR 
S022891305 

Summary 

Name 
95 BRANCH OF LLAM-MARCH TRAMROAD, CL YDACJI IRONWORKS 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

This line originated when the proprietors of the Clydach Ironworks requested that the B & A Canal Company bui lj a tram road 
to transport raw materials from the collieries and ironstone mines on the hillsides south of the gorge to the Clydach Ironworks. 

Reference Number 
05995.0g 

NGR 
SOI2951 111 

Summary 

Name 
146 TREFIL TRAMROAD. NANT Y BWCII 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

The Trcfil tramroad, Trcdcgar Branch was built to carry limestone from the extensive quarries at Trcfil on the eastern bank of 
the Sirhowy River to a junction with the Rassau Road at Trcfil Machine. It was approximately 4 .2 km and built by T. Dadford 
Jnr. 

Reference Number 
05998.0g 

NGR 
S0!4701155 

Summat·y 

Name 
138 RASSAU TRAM ROAD. NANT Y CROFT 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

A section of the Rassau Tramroad is located south of the settlement of Nant y Croft and may link up with the Trcfil Tramroad 
and M.ineral Line. The Ord nance Survey suggests that the route is a dismantled railway. 

Reference Number 
06005.0g 

NGR 
S02185 1275 

Summary 

Name 
S9 (. TRAMROAD DARREN DDU LIMESTONE QUARRY TO LlMEKILNS, BL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Starts at the south-eastern end of the Blackrock limckilns and run~ due cast for c.320m up a sharp incl ine. This tram road would 
have supplied limestone to the kilns and is believed to have had a self-acting incline mechanism (Van Laun 1979). 

Reference Number 
06006.0g 

NGR 
5021541262 

Summary 

Name 
89 (. TRAMROAD, DARREN DDU LIMESTONE QUARRY TO BLACKROCK 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Two tramroacls have been located running approximately northeast to southwest. between Blackrock limekilns and Darren Ddu 
quanies. 
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Reference Number 
06008.0g 

NGR 
SO I9231283 
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Name 
265 BRANCH OF DISGWYLFA TRAMIWAD, CL YDACI-1 DINGLE 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summary 
To south of the 'sq uatter's settlement, and next to quarrying within Clydach Dingle is a shallow incline which is a well 
persevered section of the Disgwylfa Tramroad. The area had a high concentration of quarrying ( to t11e north) and coal extraction 

features . 

Reference Number 
06009.0g 

NGR 
S019491202 

Name 
264 WESTERN SECTION OF CL YDACI-1 RAILROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Summai')' 
To the north ofthe A465, the u·amway follows the northern banks of the Afon Clydaeh to the roundabout. east of 
Brynmawr. The route survives as a footpatlJ to the Brynmawr roundabout, before running parallel (south) to the Clydach 

Bridge. 

Refe1·cnce Number 
0601 O.Og 

NGR 
S020431233 

Summar y 

Name 
263 SOUTHERN SECTION OF CLYDACH RAILROAD. PONT HARRIISSAC 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

To the south of the A465 is a small section of the Clydach Tram road, in existence by 1 798, which ran south-cast over the River 
Clydach (Rattenbury 19RO). The branch line to the collieries at Gclli Felcn left the main line at Pont Hani lssac. 

Reference Number 
06013 .0g 

NGR 
SOJ9051215 

Summary 

Name 
122 BAILEY'S DARREN DISGWYLFA TRAMROAD, CLYDACI-l DINGLE 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Above the open-cast workings and tenaces and within the 50m corridor is a section of the Bailey's Disgwylfa Tramroad 
preserved on t11e hillside above the A465. In use hy 1 RI R. it brought limestone from the quarries at Dan·cn Disgwylfa. 

Reference Number 
06048.0g 

NGR 
S020081218 

Summary 

Name 
113 BRANCH LINE Of THE CLYDACH RAIL ROAD & COLLIERY LEVEL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Masonry revelments & 2 coal ad its (E and W) survive in face of cliff above coal measures covered by ston e arch of apparent 
railway date ( 1862). Workings served by early branch line tramroad related to Clydach Rail way. 

Reference Number 
06774g 

NGR 
S011991289 

Summa1·y 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Tram road fi·om Trefil Quarry to LNWR Mert11yr, Tredegar and Abergavcnny Branch. Route now fossilised by Trefil Road 
and Llwyn He1yg. 
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Reference Number 
0684 1g 

NGR 
SO I61 10995 

Summary 
Tramway, leading out of area. 

Reference Number 
06842g 

NGR 
SO I6 I80995 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

Tramway. spl its from BG4 76 at heads north out of survey area. 

Rcfereuce Number 
07226g 

NGR 
S02787204482 

Summary 

Name 
SITE NAME NOT KNOWN 

Type 
TRACKWAY 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Trackway. presumably in use as a tramway for horse drawn vehicles in I 9th C. M eel~ course or FE road. S through Lasgam 
Woods. 

Reference Number 
07802g 

NGR 
S02293 1333 

Summary 

Name 
97 PANT-GLAS BRIDGE. CLYDACH 

Type 
BRIDGJ: 

Site Status 
None 

A sandstone masonry bridge of roughly <.:oursed stone with a double row of voussoirs over a low !lat arch. The bridge was 
widened at somt.: stage for additional tramrond traffic. 

Name Reference Number 
276001 CLYDACH RAILROAD SECTION NEAR BRYNMAWR 

NGR 
50202122 

Summary 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No further infom1ation avai lable. 

Reference Number 
276002 

NGR 
S020012 1 

Summar·y 

Name 
CL YDACH COAL LEVEL 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No funl1er information available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Site Status 
SAM 

Reference Number 
307962 CL YDACH RAIL ROAD BRIDGE; HAFOD ARCH 

NGR 
5020221226 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further informat10n available. 
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Reference Number 
308649 

NGR 
SOI6041 153 

Summary 

1\amc 
RASSA RA ILROAD BRIDGE. l3EAUFORT 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No fUJthcr infonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

l~eference Number 
308651 CL YDACII RAILROAD BRIDGE, MAESGWARTHA, CL YDACI-1 

NGR Type 
S02303 1378 TRAMWAY BRIDGE 

Summa!")' 
No further information available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
308651 CLYDACH RAILROAD BRIDGE, MAESGWARTHA. CL YDACH 

NGR Type 
S023031378 TRAMWAY BRIDGE 

Summary 
'o further infom1ation available. 

Reference Number 
309824 

NGR 
S005950965 

Summa1·y 

Name 
BRECON MOUNTAIN RAILWAY 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further information available. 

Reference Number 
34374/34645 

NGR 
5024 181437 

Summary 

Name 
MACHINE IIOUSE WEIGH HOUSE SITE 

Type 
WEIGH HOUSE 

No funh cr information available. 

Reference Number 
3463 1 

NGR 
S022551269 

Summary 

Name 
CLYDACH TRAMROAD INCLINE 

Type 
INCLINED PLANE 

No further information avai lable. 

Name 

Site Status 
LB 11 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
34633 SMART'S BRIDGE; CLYDACH IRONWORKS TRAMROAD BRIDGE. CLYDACH 

NGR 
5022871327 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infom1ation available. 
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Reference Number 
34637 

NGR 
S022521266 

Summary 
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Name 
LLAN-MARCH TRAM ROAD CULVERT. GLAN-SYCHNANT. CL YDAC!-1 

Type 
CULVERT 

Site Status 
None 

No further information available. 

Reference Number 
34809 

NGR 
SN98320474 

Summary 

Name 
GAML YN COLLJERY TRAMROAD 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further mfonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
34815 HIRWAUN-ABERNANT TRAMROAD BRIDGE 

NGR 
SN99010435 

Summary 

Type 
BRLDGE 

No further information available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Reference Number 
34820 LLWYDCOED TRAM ROAD. AFON CYNON iRON BRIDGE, ABERDARE 

NGR 
SN99710362 

Summa1·y 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further infonnation a\ailablc. 

"'ame 

Site Status 
LB2;SAM 

Reference Number 
34847/34640 HIRWAUN IRONWORKS: TRAMROAD CAUSEWAY 

NGR TJpC 
SN95850573 EARLY RAILWAY 

Summn1·y 
No further infom1ation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
SAM 

Reference Number 
34884 TRAMWAY BUlLDING+COUNCIL STORE 

NGR 
S000030300 

Summary 

Type 
BUlLDLNG 

No further infonnation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
43067 CLYDACH fRO WORKS SERVICE BDGE 

NGR 
S0226128 

Summary 

Type 
BRIDGE 

No further in10nnation available. 

297 

Site Status 
None 



Southeast Wales Industtial Ironworks Landscapes 

Reference Number 
54303 

NGR 
S0166RII59 

Summary 

Name 
BEAUFORTTRAMROAD, BEAUFORT 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No fu rther infom1ation available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
54602 EBBW VALE IRONWORKS TRAMWAY: CAUSEWAY, EBBW YALE 

NGR Type 
$0 16930989 RAILWAY EMBANKMENT 

Summa1·y 
No further information available. 

Reference Number Name 
85654/85638/85653/85626 DOWLAIS IRON CO RL Y. 

NGR 
5007360787 

Summary 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further information rwailable. 

Reference Number 
88073/34649 

NGR 
SN94 140901 

Summary 

Name 
PENDERYN TRAM ROAD 

Type 
TRAMWAY 

No further infonnat1on available. 

Name 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Site Status 
None 

Reference Number 
91443 HJRWAUN TRAMROAD CROSSING. ABERDARE 

NGR 
SOOI340243 

Summary 

Type 
RAILWAY 

No further infomliltion available. 
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Appendix IV 

Type of network and features 
Transport Name Date Type Stone Blocks Sleepers Chairs/Sills Type of RaiUPiate L ength Gauge 
Network of 
ID raiUplate 

c. 1830 Railway Yes No Chairs secured with Wrought-iron fish- c. l3 ft 3ft Sin 
Abersychan pins belly rail 6" ') m. 

IWTOOl Limestone 
Railway 

IS40 Railway Yes No Chair with keys T-rails unknown 3ft Sin 

IWT002 Llam-march 1795 Railroad Yes unknown unknown Bar rail 4 ft 3ft Sin 
Railroad 

c. 18 11 Tram road Unknown Unknown Outram type plate 2 ft Sin 4ft 4in 

IWTOOJ Llam-march Yes (uncertain 
Combined edge and 

Tramorad 
By Tramroad 

phase) 
Unknown Unknov.n plate rail and some unknown 4ft51/2in 

1863 parts standard gauge 
c. 1794 Railroad Yes with iron Iron ofHomfray Cast iron s ills at rail Cast-iron bar rails with 4ft 3ft Sin 

s leepers style across blocks! centre wooden plugs 
Wooden sleepers 

IWT004 Clydach used in parts 
Railroad 

1S37 Railroad Stone blocks No Unknown Prob cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft Sin 
used throughout with wooden plugs 

c. IS30 Tramroadl Yes No Sills Plates ? same as 3ft 4in 

13ailey's 
Railway? BBCos? 

IWT005 Llangattock 
Tramroad 

By Railway Chairs with iron key Wrought-iron plate unknown 3ft 4in yes no 
1834? 

Disgwylfa c. 1818 Tram road yes no sills I Early Bailey pattern 4ft 2ft 9in 
IWT006 Hogged plates, ribbed 

underside 
- - - - --- - - ------ ----- --- - - -
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1796 Railroad Yes No Unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 

By Rai lroad Yes No Chairs and sills Some replacement Unknown 3ft 8in 
1847 with wrought- iro n rails 

(probably T-rails) 

IWT007 Trcvil 
Railroad 1874 Railroad Unknown Unknown Chairs Some replacement Unknown 3ft 9in? 

with double-headed 
rails 

19 19 Railway No Wooden Chai rs with wooden Unknown Standard 
keys Bullhead, flat gague 4ft 

bottomed and bridge 81/2 in 
rai ls 

IWT008 Rassau 1796 Railroad yes no unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 
Railroad 

IWT009 fla il 's Trevil 181 5 Tram road yes Iron sleepers? Sills Outram type plates 4ft 3ft 4in 

Rhymney c. 1806 Trarnroad yes unknown sills Dovetailed plates 4ft 6in 2ft 91/2 in 
IWTOl O Tram road 

Branch 
c. 1825 Tram road Unknown Plates Unknown 4ft 2in 

IWTOll Morlais East 
Yes (uncertain Wooden (uncettain 

1830s Railway phase) phase) Chair Wrought-iron edge unknown Stndard 
rails gauge 4ft 

8l/2in 
c. 1800 Tramroad Yes Iron Non-dovetailed sills Ourtram style plates 3ft 2ft 4in 

? Tramroad Yes Wooden Non-dovetai led si lls Unknown unknown unknown 

IWT01 2 Morlais West 
c. 1830 Tramroad no wooden Chairs Outram style plates 4ft/3ft 4ft 2in 

I 

c. 1870 Trarnroad unknown wooden Chai rs Miscellaneous types unknown 4ft 6in 
including bullhead 
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rails laid sideways to 
accommodate plateway 
wheels 

c. 1802 Tramroad Yes unknown Outram type plates 3ft 4ft 2in 

IWTOI3 Tappendens' Wooden (uncertain 
Tram road 1840s Tramroad yes phase) Dumb-bell chairs, Wrought-iron plates, unknown 4ft 4in 

later years later years 
miscellaneous types miscellaneous types 

c. 1786 Railroad no wooden No Wooden rails Unknown unknown 

1794 Rai lroad Yes at rai I ends Wooden for mid Unknown Cast-iron rails Unknown 3ft 2in 
rail 

Mr Glover's 
By Railroad Yes Unknown Unknown Outram type plates 3ft 4ft 2in 

IWT014 1808 Ra il road 

1840s Railroad yes unknown Dumb-bell chairs Wrought-iron plates unknown 4ft 4in 
I 

1904 Railway no wooden chairs unknown unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
8 1/2 in 

c. l790s Tram road Unknown Wooden Non-dovetailed sills? Coned plates derived 3ft 6in 2ft 6in 
from CurT type 

IWTOL5 Twynau 1807- Tramroad Unknown unknown Dovetailed sills Vandyked plate Unknown 2 ft 91/2 
Gwynion 18 13? amongst others In 

miscellaneous types 

1825 Tram road yes Unknown sills Outram type plates 3ft 7in- 2ft 6in 
3ft llin 

Rhymney 
c. 1848 Tram road Unknown Unknown sills I plates Unknown 2ft 9ll2in 

IWT016 
·) 

Limestone 
Railway 

1852 Railway Yes for support Wooden chairs Wrought-iron plates Unknown Unknown 
-- -
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between 
sleepers 

1860s Railway unknown Wooden Chairs Flat bottomed rails Unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
8112in 

1870s railway no wooden chairs Double-head rails unknown Standard 
gauge 4ft 
8l /2in 

IWT017 Bryn Oer 1815 Tram road yes Iron dovetailed Dovetailed s ills Outram s tyle plates 3ft 11 in 3ft 4in 
Tram road 

c.l804 Tramroad Yes Unknown Homed sills Plates 4ft 6in 2ft 91/2in 

post - Tramroad Unknown Unknown Dovetailed chairs L-section wrought-iron unknown 2ft 91/2in ! 

1852 with plates 
IWTOI8 Tredegar 

locomotives 
Tram road 

1877 Tramroad unknown Wooden chairs Wrought-iron plates unknown 2ft 9in 
with with ribbed underbelly 
locomotives and keys with wrought 

iron ties 
1813 Tram road Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown unknown 

IWT019 Ebbw Vale 
Private Line 

1907 Railway 

IWT020 Bute 1825 Tramroad Yes no si lls plates 4ft 2ft 9l/2in 
Tram road 

1796 Railroad Yes Unknown Unknown Cast-iron bar rails 4ft 3ft 8in 

IWT02l Beaufort 
Railroad 

c.l805 Railroad yes unknown unknown plates unknown unknown 
Protheroe's c. 1817 Tramroad unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown 

IWT022 Tramroad and 
Vena lit l 

Ban wen 1840s Tram road yes Iron tie bars on Cast-iron chairs Wrought-iron edge 14ft - 2ft 3in ? 
lWT023 Tram road or Railroad wooden sleepers rails, various types 16ft see page 

(Banwen ? including flat bottomed 157 
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Ironworks 
Railway) 

lWT024 Ystalyfera c. !84! Tramroad yes Unknown unknown Cast-ilron plates unknown 2ft 3in 
Tram road prob 
Nant-y-glo- c. 1833 Tramroad yes unknown Sills plates unknown 3ft 4in? 

IWT025 Beaufort 
Tramroad 
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