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Site Preparatory Works

As set out in the Archacological Assessment much of the new road runs over
land previcusly cleared and regraded, with the result that considerable
uncertainty existed over the state of any surviving belew surface
structures. Pricr to commencement the portion of the link road running
across the site of the Hafod works was expected to have below floor voids.
In the event only the minimum of filling below floor level was necessary
and elsewhere little disturbance of below surface fzatures occurred (the
road level was generally well above the original ground levels).

On the western side of the lower Swansea valley the new saction of rocad
(A4067) is routed over land once occupied by the Swansea Canal and the
Morriston branch line of the Great Western Railway. The extent to which
the original ground was exposed during preparatory excavation wac minimal
and the canal had been filled in some years ea , prior to general
regrading using industrial tip waste.
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The cection of the A4217 bypassing Pentrechwyth at its southern end
crosses the line of the Swansea Vale railway, the Smith Canal and Middle

Bank co ppe* works. After the Upper Bank roundabcut it traverses
indifferent and made up ground where nuch mining toox place in previous
centuries, Approximately half of the route is in cutting and half on
embankment. In one 400 meirs lcng secticn where the road traverses shal low

this was achiaved by

sarticularly the possible origi af contaminants Jith in certain

Since the recad sch arsas of varying archaeclogical potentiel
t was divided in The degree c¢f attention givan to each

section was natural the degree of interest anticipated and the

extent to which ori was likely to be exposed. All sections of
the naw roads were juring and after ground clearance, 2c far as

with cn going work.

In order tc meet changes in demand and products that, inevitably, tock
place over the period during which both the Middle Bank and Hafod works
were operational, ie about 170 years, changes in site eztent and building

arrangement are to be expected. Unfortunately without access to works
drawings it is almest imposszible to assess the implications of below ground
features with certainty. In the case of artifacts, however, dating is

difficult because working tcols are very stable in design over long periods
of time.

Archaeological Field Work ~Man Mo 1}

Section A: Length of A4217 above Addis rcundabeut tc Viking Industrial
Estate

This length of road traverses an area of hillside landscaped and
afforested. Items of archaeological interest were confined tc those
relating to former mines {(items 11, 12, 14, 15, 1€ and 20 of Archaeclogical
As:essment) the hamlet Tir Bach (item 17), two farms (items 18 and 19) and
a former wagonway (item 12). No obvious evidence of siructuras associated
with items 11 te 20 were seen during site inspections or reported by site
staff, apart from some brick and plaster possibly associated with the Tir
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For virtually the whole of its length this porticn of new roac runs ovar
former railway property ie, the Swansea Canal (item 2) and the Morriston
law level 1ige Previously the ground level had been buiit up using
industrial tip waste. Initially archaeological interest centred on the
former Mile End pottery (item 1), Landore Alkali worxs (item 21), Landore
Steel works (item 22) and the pit shaft (item 23). Since the ground
clearance remained within the boundaries of the railway property, the siftes
of the former industrial undertakings flanking the nrew road remeined
undisturbed.

nspactions, hcewever, unforseen items attracted attention.
the exiztence of an enigmatic pit !

Cite staff repor Y
of this road close to the site of the new roundabout.
the pit w ught to be ass iated with the railway,

s e r

i . Stonework associated with the Landcre

tion appeared during challew excavation. At the northern e 1

t £ th val roundabout, the mine shaft (item 230

peraticns ccnnecteH w**h culvertin;
) e




Ground Features
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Masonry Wail
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a) Culwer:c carrying stream
The culver: was exposed and the

Ziver bank walls (fig 2)

flacr wes in cobble
i 2
crozz seciion was known as
king iz uninown,
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fig 3 Hand Ladles

fig 4 Barrow Axle and Wheel
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Wrought Iron Handle and Yoke fig 3

s

Hand Ladle fig 7



fig9 Pit Head Shaft
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