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Fig. 1l: Early features at Carneddau Cairn. Pits pre-dating the basal
charcoal spread have dotted outlines.

of the cairn stones in the northwest and north of the site were reddened by
fire. A layer of charcoal resulting from this fire was laid in a cirecle
around the central area immediately prior to the cairn construction, the
basal stones of which were laid directly on the charcoal. This charcoal also
sealed the cremation pits mentioned above.
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Four cists were located in the stone ring (fig 2). O0One in the east was
empty though it may originally have contained an inhumation which has not
survived in the acid soil. A second cist in the west contained a cremation
with a flint knife and utilised flake and a third cist in the south east,
and high in the cairn material contained the lower portion of a food vessel
but only very few fragments of cremated bone. It 1is nevertheless
interesting, that this is the first time in Britain that a food vessel has
been found stratigraphically later in a cairn or barrow than a collared urn.
The fourth cist was irreqular and contained a cremation within an inverted
collared urn. This urn, though crushed, had originially been complete and
has an estimated rim diameter of c.45cm making it one of the largest urns so
far found in Wales.
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Fig. 2: Carneddau Cairn: later features



Sometime subsequent to this, a satellite cairn was appended to the
northern arc of the main site and contained a cremation pit with evidence of
intense in situ burning which had affected the subsoil to a considerable
extent. This contained over a kile of cremated bone.
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Fig. 3: Selected finds from Carneddau Cairn. Flints from cist 1, food
vessel from cist 4, collared urn from pre-cairn pit and
archer's wristguard from the hearth.



It is interesting to note that the majority of the pyro-ritual activity
took place in the arc of the circle extending from the northwest to
northeast - the maximum setting and rising points of the midsummer sun.
There is clearly an emphasis on this northern arc echoing the cardinal point
orientation of many stone circles and it may be worth mentioning the
proximity of Y Capel stone circle, some lkm to the east.

Selected radiocarbon dates and detailed palaeoenvironmental reports are
.8till awaited. Preliminary pollen analysis has shown that pollen did, in
fact, survive in the soils of the cairn and it is hoped to be able to tie
the pollen spectre in with pollen cores recovered from nearby bogs. Hazelnut
shells and oak charcoal have so-far been recognised in the material from the
pits and from the charcoal layer below the cairn ring. It is hoped that a
full picture of the environment at the time of the cairn building will be
reconstructable.
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