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Appendix 2
PENTRE UCHAF QUARRY, BODFARI, DENBIGHSHIRE

SPECIFICATION FOR AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
BY CLWYD-POWYS ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST

Introduction

Bodfari (Quarries) Ltd have been granted planning permission from Denbighshire County Council to
extend the existing sand and gravel quarry at Pentre Uchaf, Bodfari (SJ109721). A condition
attached to the planning permission required that a brief be drawn up for archaeological works to be
undertaken prior to the commencement of further extraction. Accordingly, a brief was produced by
Fiona Gale of Denbighshire Archasology Service (dated 4th July 1996), which outlined the works
required.

The quarry lies to the north of the A541 ¢. 2km north-east of Bodfari. The application area covers
1.4ha currently under grass. The solid geology of the area is Wenlock Shales, with overlying sand
and gravel drift.

The quarry extension lies in an area of known Bronze Age activity, including the scheduled barrow
at Lodge Farm (F34), as well as and occupation sites revealed during other quarry extensions.

Objectives

The objectives of the assessment are to identify and examine any archaeological material prior to
the extension of the quarry. This is to be achieved by a three phased study, as follows:

1. A desk-based review and assessment te include all appropriate documentary, cartographic and
photographic sources relating to the area of the proposed development and its environs.

2. A field survey of the extension area.

3. A geophysical survey of the whole area. Should the survey indicate areas of archaeological
potential, these are to be the subject of investigation by trial trenching under a scheme of works
described in a subsequent brief.

Following the completion of the study, a report will be prepared outlining the results of the
assessment and providing a full description and interpretation of the results. The interpretation will
seek to place any archaeology within its local, regional, and if appropriate, national context.

Methods

The assessment will be carried out according to the guidelines in the IFA Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Desk-Based Studies and will involve the examination of all the readily available
primary and secondary records relating to this area, including documentary, cartographic and
photographic sources. Archives and repositories investigated will include the County Sites and
Monuments Record, the County Record Offices at Hawarden and Ruthin, The National Library of
Wales, the National Monuments Record held at the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical
Monuments (Wales) at Aberystwyth, and the aerial photographic archives held by the Clwyd-Powys
Archaeoiogical Trust and Denbighshire County Council.

The assessment will be supported by a field survey to determine the state of the identified
archaeology and the presence of other sites not identified from the documentary sources and to
make a photographic record of the area. This will take the form of a methodical walkover survey
conducted in a series of transects at intervals of no more than 30m. All archaeological sites
revealed will be rapidly recorded and located on maps of an appropriate scale.
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The geophysical survey will be sub-contracted to Stratascan, a well respected and experienced firm
of geophysical surveyors, and will be conducted in two stages. Stage 1 will involve investigating the
whole area using gradiometry, with data collected using 20m” grids and readings at 0.5m centres
along traverses at 1.0m centres. The results will then be assessed after processing the data and
displaying as grey scale plots. Following consultation between CPAT and Stratascan a second
phase will be undertaken using resistivity to further investigate selected areas. This will be
conducted using the same grid, but with readings at 1m centres along traverses at 1.0m centres.

Following the on-site work an illustrated and bound report will be prepared as requested in the Brief.
This will be in A4 format and contain conventional sections on: Site location, Topography and
Geology; Historic Background; Catalogue of sites identified with notes on their condition and
significance, Conclusions and Recommendations and References, together with appropriate
appendices on archives, sources consulted.

The site archive will be prepared to specifications laid out in Appendix 3 in the Management of
Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991).

Resources and Programming

The desk-top assessment will be undertaken by a skilled and experienced archaeologist who will
also be responsible for undertaking the field survey with one other member of CPAT's staff. Overall
supervision will be by Dr A Gibson, a senior member of CPAT's staff who is also a member of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists.

All report preparation will be completed by the same field archaeologist who conducted the
assessment.

It is anticipated that the desk-top assessment will take no more than five days, while the field survey
will be completed within one day. The initial geophysical survey is estimated to take 2-3 days with
the second phase depending on the size of areas investigated. The report would be prepared
immediately following the completion of the assessment, dependent on the client's instructions and
the arrangement of a suitable timetable, and is likely to be completed within five days. The date of
commencement, at the time of writing, has yet to be agreed with the client, and for the field survey
and geophysical survey will be dependent on negotiated access. The archaeological curator will be
informed of the detailed timetable and staffing levels when agreement has been reached with the
client.

At the time of writing CPAT would require at least four weeks notice of commencement, depending
on Stratascan’s programme of work.

Requirements relating to Health and Safety regulations will be adhered to by CPAT and its staff.

CPAT is covered by appropriate Public and Employer's Liability insurance, as well as Professional
Indemnity Insurance.

N.W.Jones
31st July 1996



