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Old Radnor Pm 5296 NGR S025235935 Map sheet SO06SW
Site type  Shrunken settlement Landuse Pasture B

Community Old Radnor Threat Farming

Description

1. Location

1.1 Old Radnor lies on the southern edge of the Walton Basin at the foot of Old Radnor Hill,
less than 6km north-west of Kington.

2. History

2.1 The Domesday Book of 1086 records Old Radnor as 'Raddrenoue’, although the settlement
may be considerably older. Lands belonging to Old Radnor church were supposedly acquired
by the See of Worcester in 887.

2.2 To the south of the church are the earthworks of a ringwork or moated site defined by a
ditch up to 2.6m deep. A terrier of 1607 refers to the site as a moated parsonage.

2.3 There is earthwork evidence surrounding the village which indicates that its former extent
may have been somewhat greater than the present core suggests, with platforms visible to the
north (PRN 5296) south (PRN 16298) and east (PRN 162990).

3. The Survey

3.1 The survey concentrated on a complicated series of earthworks (PRN 5296) 300m
north-east of the church.

3.2 The field slopes downwards to the north and is bounded to the south-east by the present
road, and to the south-west and west by Wellin Lane, now a deep hollow way (PRN 33014). The
site consists of at least four, and possibly six, platforms together with associated tracks, hollow
ways and former field system boundaries.

3.3 The main focus of the site is a series of platforms adjacent to the present road which
appear to represent deserted settlement earthworks. Two well-defined building platforms (PRNs
33003 and 33004) lie against the field boundary and occupy two raised terraces, measuring 15
x 10m and 14 x 6m respectively. The former has slight earthwork evidence for internal detail,
strongly suggesting the location of a building, and is bounded to the west by a low bank (PRN
33013). The platforms may be separated by a track and the levelled area to the north suggests
further terracing, possibly for other buildings, or perhaps representing former crofts. The
position of these platforms relative to the present road may suggest a change in the alignment
of the road post dating the platforms. |
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3.4 To the north, two more building platforms are clearly visible terraced into the slope. The
western platform (PRN 33005) measures ¢. 8 x 5m, while the eastern (PRN 33006) measures c.
10 x 5m.

3.5 Atrack (PRN 33007) terraced slightly into the slope follows the contours to the north of the
platforms. To the west, this joins a well-defined holiow way (PRN 33002) running north-south,
which has been recently infilled at its southern end. To the east, low earthworks define a
possible second hollow way (PRN 33012). A levelled area in the angle between this and track
PRN 33007 may represent a further building platform (PRN 33011). A feature terraced into the
slope, 25m to the north-west, may be another platform (PRN 33010), or possibly an area of

quarrying.

3.6 Together with the series of tracks and holiow ways, the earthworks of former field
boundaries (PRNs 33000, 33001, 33008, 33009, 33060) define a field system presumably
associated with the settlement earthworks. A pronounced scarp with outcrops of bedrock runs
north-east from the junction of hollow way 33002 and track 33007, and while apparently of
natural origin, may have been enhanced as a lynchet.

4. Conclusions
4.1 The earthworks would appear to represent the remains of a series of building platforms and
associated tracks, hollow ways and field boundaries which may well be of medieval origin. As

such, this would appear to represent a part of the shrunken settlement and is therefore of
considerable archaeological significance worthy of appropriate protection.

10



E65—

—E65
S[BAJBIUl W J¥ SOU|| JNOJUOD

w o9 0s oy

% AHYAONNO

\

‘-.”/fff,

AN

et g - -
U O ™ ’ ,
? « »OOEE = » Fy : )
- WHOd 1Y 1d - - & : et

d - e io0ee i "
e =9 = AHVANNOSE "

a ST S ..::_,_: p

", & 3 Janer FELray

SOOEE

,:,:::.:::..:.._: !
: i o

ek,

rrrreed HOWHL

™~

s}

o

©

@ -
LR N S LA

HoEe o
WHOA LY 1d & :

L R TR N I R R O I I i
= LI R BT

o,/:.\m\ o
b Z00EE
AVM-MOTIOH e

QIOEE e
WHOA LY Td ¢

AL AR S o TR T T e

prtrreanen

T L LEE LR e

ooge b, e RS 2 m = 2
i i 4 | R —
E ' : ancii bt \\V p—r 4;,;:—;—_—,.—_. 9625 NYd
wvannog oot .\\\_;..k_:::::..,,_:,:,., W AOUPD
apem——_ L R oriar gnreer e e o . g S 11




Radnorshire Historic Settlements: Earthwork Survey 1995-6. CPAT Report No. 169

Plate 1: Kinnerton from the SE showing shrunken settlement (PRN 33023) and water
meadows (PRN 19349). Photo/copyright Cambridge University (AWO 96).

Plate 2: Old Radnor from the NE showing shrunken settlement earthworks (PRN 5296)
Photo/copyright Cambridge University (ClJ 33).



