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Archaeological Field Evaluations PPG 16, paras 21-22 
Field evaluation, to be carried out in advance of a planning decision, should be considered in cases where early 
discussions with developers indicate that important archaeological remains may exist. Clwyd Archaeology Service will 
provide advice to the Planning Authorities on the scope of the archaeological field evaluation and the archaeological 
factors which should be taken into account. This advice will normally take the form of a written brief, which may, where 
appropriate, have been drawn up in liaison with the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. The Planning Authority should 
notify the developer of the course of action which should be followed and it will then become the responsibility of the 
prospective developer to commission evaluation work from a professionally qualified organisation or consultant. The 
names of appropriate individuals or organisations working in this field may be obtained from Clwyd Archaeology 
Service. The brief will indicate whether a detailed specification is required, and whether monitoring should be carried out. 
Copies of a report on the field evaluation should be submitted to the Planning Authority. In due course copies should 
be made available to Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust for the purposes of 
providing further advice to the Planning Authority and in order to up-date the Sites and Monuments Records. 

Consultations by Planning Authorities PPG 16, para 23 
When planning applications are made without prior discussion, Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust wil l continue to liaise andto offertheirservices in identifying applications which have archaeological 
implications. In cases where it appears that the proposed development affects or might affect important archaeological 
remains either body may draw this to the attention of the Planning Authority, and suggest possible courses of action. 
In the event that a pre-planning field evaluat ion is recommended a similar course of action to that outlined in the previous 
paragraph should be followed. 

Excavations in advance of development PPG 16, para 24-26 
Where a Planning Authority deems that it is not feasible to preserve archaeological remains, an acceptable alternative 
may be to arrange for archaeological excavations in advance of development. In these circumstances it will be 
appropriate for Planning Authorities to request Clwyd Archaeology Service to prepare a brief giving outline details of the 
work to be undertaken, which may, where appropriate, have been drawn up in liaison with the Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust. This might form part of a voluntary agreement between the developer and the Planning Authority, 
as for example under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. In the absence of such an agreement 
Planning Authorities should consider imposing planning conditions which enable excavations to be carried out in 
advance. Procedures for preparirig a brief for excavation and the developer's responsibility for engaging the services 
of an archaeological body to undertake the work will follow a similar course to that outlined in previous paragraphs. It 
is the policy of cent ral government that under most circumstances developers will be expected to bear the costs of 
archaeolog ical work. In some instances, however, it may be appropriate for a developer to apply to the Secretary of 
State for Wales for financial assistance, either directly or in consultation with the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 

Planning decisions PPG 16, paras 27-28 
Planning authorities should attempt to take account of the intrinsic importance of individual archaeological sites in order 
that they may weigh these considerations against the need for proposed developments. Clwyd Archaeology Service and 
the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust will, as and when required, cont inue to provide Planning Authorities with advice 
on these matters. 

Planning conditions PPG 16, paras 29-30 
Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust will continue to advise local authorities in 
circumstances where they consider it is appropriate that a watching brief should be maintained during the co urse of 
developmentforthe purpose of recording archaeological remains. Limited pieces of work of this kind may be undertaken 
by either body at no cost. Liaison between Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust should 
establish which body is better placed to undertake this work. It will be helpful if the body to undertake the work is either 
identified in a note attached to the planning consent or if there is acondition requiring the applicant to submit for approval 
to the Planning Authority, well in advance, the name of the body to carry out the work. If a significant amount of work 
is anticipated it will be appropriate fo r Clwyd Archaeology Service to prepare, on behalf of the Planning Authority, a brief 
to coverthis work, and forthe developer to engage the services of an archaeological organisation to undertake the work. 
In any event, the cond ition applied by a Planning Authority should state the amount of notice that the developer should 
give of the commencement of on-site work. 

Discovery of archaeological remains during development PPG 16, para 31 
The Planning Authority should be notified of any unexpected archaeological remains which only become apparent once 
a development has commenced. Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust will provide 
advice on the best means of dealing with unexpected problems of this kind. 
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Recommended procedures for handling archaeology and planning 
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Relationships between Local, Regional and National Achaeological 
Records, Development Plans and Planning Control 
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APPENDIX 1 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 

ASSESSMENT 
An assessment aims to determine the likely effects of a proposed development on archaeological sites. It mayor 
not form part of an Environmental Assessment (WO Circular 23/88; Statutory Instruments 1988 no. 1 199), 
concerning relevant aspects of the landscape, material assets and the cultural heritage. In either case the objective 
is to act as a guide. An assessment is usually only necessary for larger development projects or where a range of 
archaeological responses are envisaged. 

BRIEF/SPECIFICATION 
An archaeological brief Is the outline or framework for assessment, excavation, fieldwork or recording work. A 
specification is a detailed statement of work to be undertaken which meets the objectives outlined in the brief. In many 
instances it may be appropriate for this to be prepared by a contractor undertaking work on behalf of a developer, and 
might also form the basis for contractual arrangements made between a developer and archaeological organisation 
engaged to undertake the work. In these circumstances it will be appropriate for the specification to be approved in 
·advance of the work being undertaken. There are as yet no nationally recognised guidelines for archaeological briefs 
or specifications, but factors to be taken into consideration will include the following: the location of the proposed 
development; details of the proposed development and an assessment of their potential affect upon archaeological 
remains; the aims and objectives of the proposed archaeological work; the advisable scale and scope of the work; the 
timetable for carrying out the work; the techniques or methods to be adopted; the staffing levels and expertise required 
to undertake the work; permissions that might need to be sought; the codes of practice orconduct to be adopted by the 
organisation carrying out the work; the monitoring procedures to be adopted (including funding arrangements to cover 
the cost of this, where appropriate); the amount of notice required of the commencement of work; the nature of the report 
which should be prepared and whether, in the case of assessment work, the archaeological organisation undertaking 
the work is expected to provide recommendations; guidelines orprocedures for archiving site records, finds conservation 
and reporting; site reinstatement. 

EVALUATION 
An evaluation aims to locate archaeological deposits, normally by selective partial excavation, and to determine their 
extent, state of preservation, date, type, vulnerability, quality, setting and amenity value. This is for the purpose of 
establishing their significance and to enable an appropriate response to be formulated by the Planning Authority to 
a proposed development. 

MONITORING 
In the case of field evaluations or excavations in advance of development it may be appropriate for visits to be made 
to a site whilst works are being undertaken, to ensure that the aims and objectives of the archaeological recommenda
tions are being satisfied. 

RESCUE EXCAVATION 
Rescue excavation aims to produce a total archive of an archaeological site, and thus to 'preserve by record' . It entails 
the identification, investigation, recording and ultimately the complete removal of all archaeological deposits in advance 
of development. It will normally only be considered a satisfactory response if all else fails. All proposals for rescue 
excavation should include provision for the preparation and publication of a report on the results, and provision for the 
long-term storage and curation of finds and records. 

SALVAGE RECORDING 
Salvage recording aims to produce an archive of an archaeological site (for which rescue excavation or other forms 
of archaeological response were not deemed appropriate), by investigating and recording deposits exposed during 
the process of development. Exposure of deposits will normally be determined by the development programme. 

SURVEY 
Archaeological survey aims to quantify and record the surviving physical remains of archaeological sites, and thereby 
enable further analysis and interpretation. It will normally involve recording visible 'above-ground' features, but might 
include, for example, aerial photography or geophysical prospecting techniques. Survey work is non- destructive and 
although in this context would normally be carried out either as part of an evaluation or in advance of excavation, it might 
also also be used to record areas of lesser archaeological value prior to their destruction (which would normally then 
be accompanied by salvage recording or a watching brief) . 

WATCHING BRIEF 
An archaeological watching brief aims to identify the presence or absence of archaeological deposits and thereby 
to produce a minimal archive of an archaeological site during the course of development in circumstances where 
prior excavation is not deemed an appropriate response. Exposure of the deposits will normally be wholly governed 
by the developme nt prog ramme. 
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APPENDIX 2 

SUGGESTED PLANNING CONDITIONS 

The following conditions might be used either singly or in combination in circumstances where a'voluntary 
agreement has not been entered into by a developer. 

To afford protection to archaeological deposits during the course of development. 
No development shall take place within the area indicated [the area of archaeological interest] until It has been [clear1y 
orsecurelyfenced or marked] according to a scheme to be approved In advan<;:e by the Planning Authority and no works 
shall take place within the demarcated area without the further written approval of the Planning Authority. Advice on the 
area to be [fenced or marked] might be sought from [name, address and telephone number of nominated body]. 

The purpose of this condition is to protect a site of archaeological interest within or adjacent to a development site during 
the course of on-site works. 

To advise on the potential need to obtain Scheduled Monument Consent prior to development 
The applicant shall take steps to determine the precise boundaries of Scheduled Ancient Monument [county number 
and site name] in order to ensure that the proposed development does not affect the site or setting of the Scheduled 
Monument. Information and advice about Scheduled Ancient Monuments and the Scheduled Monument Consent 
procedures may be obtained from [name and address and telephone number of nominated body]. 

Under the terms of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, no works of any sort will normally be 
permitted within the scheduled area of a Scheduled Ancient Monument without Scheduled Monument Consent having 
been granted by the Secretary of State for Wales. 

To ensure sufficient advance notice is given of the date of commencement 
A minimum of 21 days notice ofthe commencement date of development shall be given in writing to the Planning Authority 
and [name, address and telephone number of nominated body]. 

Advance notice may be needed in the case of maintaining a watching brief, to allow recording work to be carried out, 
or in the case of an evaluation or excavation in order to allow the work to be monitored. 

To allow a watching brief to be maintained during development 
The Developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to [name, address and telephone number of nominated 
archaeological organisation], in order to enable the observation and recording of any archaeological remains revealed 
during the course of the development. 

The purpose of this condition is to enable archaeological deposits to be recorded during the course of the development. 
As an alternative the Planning Authority might nominate a body to carry out the watching brief in notes attached to the 
planning consent, or to reqUire the developer to submit for approva/to the Planning Authority, well in advance, the name 
of the body to carry out the wrok. 

To enable archaeological investigation prior to development 
No development shall take place within the area indicated [the area of archaeological interest] until the applicant has 
secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation 
which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 

The purpose of this condition is to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to carry out excavation or recording in advance 
of development in circumstances whre a voluntary agreement has not already been entered into. 

To enable recording work prior to development 
No development shall take place within the area indicated [the area of archaeological interest] until the applicant has 
undertaken [photographic and/or drawn] recording of [the existing buildings or structures] in accordance with a written 
scheme which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 

The purpose of this condition is to ensure that an approprite record can be made in advance of development. The scheme 
should stipulate the nature and detail of the proposed survey and should make provision for lodging plans and/or 
photographs with a body of record, 
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APPENDIX 3 

CODES OF PRACTICE 

Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust recognise the following codes of conduct or 
practice: 

The Institute of Field Archaeologists' Code of Conduct 

Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology 
(The Institute of Field Archaeologists) 

Archaeological Investigations Code of Practice for Mineral Operators (Confederation of British 
Industry) 

The British Archaeologists and Developers Liaison Group Code of Practice (British Property 
Federation & Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers) 

Archaeologists and Developers Code of Practice (Confederation of British Industry) 

Code of Practice - Access and Charging for Sites and Monuments Records (Association of County 
Archaeological Officers) 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust also recognises the following code of practice: 

Curators' Code of Practice (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts) 

APPENDIX 4 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF BODIES MENTIONED IN THE TEXT 

Clwyd Archaeology Service 
Department of Development and Tourism 
Shire Hall 
Mold 
Clwyd 
CH76NB 
tel 0352752121 

Principal Archaeologist: S Grenter 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 
7a Church Street 
Welshpool 
Powys 
SY217DL 
tel 0938 553670, fax 0938 552179 

Principal Curatorial Officer: C H R Martin 
Development Control Officer: M Waiters 

Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments 
Brunei House 
2 Fitzalan Road 
Cardiff 
CF21UY 
tel 0222 465511 

The Institute of Field Archaeologists 
Minerals Engineering Building 
University of Birmingham 
PO Box 363 
Birmingham 
8152TI 
tel 021 471 2788 

The Royal Commission on Ancient 
and Historical Monuments in Wales 
Government Building 
Plas Crug 
Aberystwyth 
Dyfed 
SY232HP 
tel 0970 624381 

These notes are available in both Welsh and English language versions. Further copies are obtainable from Clwyd 
Atchaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust at the above addresses. 


