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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The LANDMAP Historic Landscape aspect of the study area identified 51 separate
aspect areas, ranging in size from 0.4 to 41 square kilometres and representing 11
different landscape patterns. These 51 areas were examined and each was evaluated
against five pre-set criteria — Integrity, Survival, Condition, Rarity and Potential - and
given one of five scores — Unassesed, Low, Moderate, High or Outstanding. Each set of
resulting scores were then amalgamated and a overall evaluation score for each area
obtained. Thedistribution of these scores are as follows,

Outstanding 13 (25%)

High 14 (29%)
Moderate 20 (37%)
Low 4 (8%)

Unassessed 0
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1.INTRODUCTION

The Wrexham LANDMAP forms part of an ongoing pan-Wales project of landscape assessment. The area
studied extends over the whole of Wrexham and covers approximately 502 square kilometres of north east
Wales. The Historic Landscape Aspect work was undertaken by The Clwyd-Powys Archaeologica Trust
(CPAT) on behaf Wrexham County Borough Council and the Countryside Council for Waes (CCW) in
2007. Thisorigina study was carried out in accordance with the 2003 LANDMAP methodology which did
not require the evaluation of aspect areas defined at Level 3 areas. In order to bring the Historic Landscape
Aspect into line with other LANDMAP aspects, new guidance allowing for evaluation at Level 3 was
produced in 2008, and in 2009 CCW issued a series of contracts to evaluate these previoudy defined aress.
The evaluation exercise for the Wrexham LANDMAP Historic Landscape Aspect was carried out between
October 2008 and March 2009 by CPAT.
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2.METHODOLOGY

Overview

This is an assessment of the intrinsic value of Aspect Area defined in the Wrexham LANDMAP. The
Historic Landscape Aspect criteria for the identification of this intrinsc quality have been adapted from
those used to evaluate the impacts of development on historic landscapes found in the Guide to Good
Practice on Usng The Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and
Development Process (known as AISIDOHL?2 as of 2007) These are Integrity, Survival, Condition, Rarity
and Potential.

Using the guidance, each aspect area was assessed against the five criteria and allocated one of four ‘ scores
— Low, Moderate, High, Outstanding. For each assessment criterion, scores of 1-4 were alocated, with 1
corresponding to Low and 4 to Outstanding, as follows:

Score Evaluation
4 Outstanding
3 High

2 Moderate
1 Low

No area was scored as Unassessed.

A total score was then obtained by adding the scores for each criteriaand an Overall Evaluation allocated
according to the following table.

Total Score Overall
Evaluation

17-20 Outstanding

13-16 High

9-12 Moderate

58 Low

The Evaduation scores were recorded in the Evaluation Matrix section of the LANDMAP Collector
database.

Data collection analysis and recording

Digital mapped sources that were used were the Ordnance Survey (OS) 1:10,000, 1:50,000 and 1:25,000
raster maps, OS Landline and contour data and latterly OS Mastermap data for the whole of the study area.
Digitally geo-referenced vertical aeria photography (AP) of Wrexham supplied by GetMapping and that
produced by COWI supplied by CCW, and used under their licence, were aso used as a mapping source
and in addition to this occasiona reference was made to editions of early OS mapping. The GetMapping
and COWI AP data, and oblique aeria photography aso proved useful for identifying (relatively) current
land use, vegetation types and land cover as well as helping to identify the nature of many boundary
features and therefore for assessing integrity, condition and survival

The primary source of historical and archaeological information was the Historic Environment Record
(HER), maintained by CPAT. Much of the information in these records is point data, but it also includes
some polygonal data derived from a number of paper-based sources. These documentary and manuscript
sources that were consulted included lists of listed buildings, the register of historic parks and gardens, and
the historic landscapes registers together with the historic landscape characterization report for Maelor
Saesneg.
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Where possible the assembled data were examined and analysed digitally using Mapinfo Professional 7.8
GIS software. Initial assessments of each aspect area against the five evaluation criteria were made using
the GIS. A very limited programme of field visiting was undertaken to check decisions taken in the desk-
based assessment, but heavy reliance was also placed on detailed field data collected as part of the various
Cadw pan-Wales assessment projects undertaken by CPAT over the past 10-15 years.

A database was created in version 5.0.16, 5.0.17 and 5.0.18 of the XML based LANDMAP Collector
software supplied by CCW. Associated texts were prepared in Word 2000, and submitted as both hard copy
and Adobe Acrobat (version 9.0) PDF files.
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3.OVERALL EVALUATION OF HISTORIC LANDSCAPE ASPECT AREAS

The following table summarizes the overall evaluations awarded to Historic Landscape Aspect Aresas, in
line with the LANDMAP 2008 guidance. The derivations of these overall scores can be found for each area

in the Collector database.

OVERALL LANDSCAPE PATTERN  AREA NAME AREA UID
EVALUATION

Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Brynhovah WRXHMHL026
Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Dee floodplain north WRXHMHLO003
Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Deevalley WRXHMHL025
Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Halton WRXHMHL036
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Commonwood WRXHMHLO018
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Emral WRXHMHLO027
Outstanding Water & Wetland Fenn"s Moss WRXHMHLO033
Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Holt WRXHMHLO050
Outstanding Other Settlement Minera WRXHMHLO011
Outstanding Other Settlement Pontcysyllte WRXHMHL046
Outstanding Designed Chirk Castle and Park WRXHMHLO038
Outstanding Designed Erddig WRXHMHL049
Outstanding Designed Wynnstay WRXHMHL024
High Irregular Fieldscapes Bettisfield WRXHMHLO034
High Irregular Fieldscapes Burton WRXHMHLO001
High Irregular Fieldscapes Ceiriog valley WRXHMHLO039
High Irregular Fieldscapes Dee floodplain south WRXHMHLO051
High Irregular Fieldscapes Eglwys Cross WRXHMHL032
High Irregular Fieldscapes Stimmy Heath WRXHMHLO031
High Regular Fieldscapes Higher Lanes WRXHMHLO029
High Regular Fieldscapes Hoseley and Trevalyn parkland WRXHMHLO005
High Margina Land Esclusham and Ruabon Mountain WRXHMHLO012
High Margina Land Pen-plaenau WRXHMHLO042
High Nuclested Settlement Wrexham WRXHMHLO015
High Other Settlement Brymbo WRXHMHLO009
High Extractive Borras Quarry WRXHMHLO017
High Designed Gredington WRXHMHLO035
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OVERALL LANDSCAPE PATTERN  AREA NAME AREA UID
EVALUATION

Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Alyn valley WRXHMHL006
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Eyton WRXHMHL020
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Gardden WRXHMHL023
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Iscoyd WRXHMHLO030
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Llany-pwll WRXHMHLO016
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Mulsford WRXHMHLO028
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Talwrn WRXHMHLO021
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Trefechan WRXHMHLO013
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Windy Hill WRXHMHLO008
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Plas Power WRXHMHLO014
Moderate Other fieldscapes Caemor WRXHMHL040
Moderate Other fieldscapes Cefn Hir-fynydd WRXHMHLO041
Moderate Other fieldscapes Cerrig Gwynion WRXHMHL043
Moderate Nucleated Settlement Chirk WRXHMHLO037
Moderate Nucleated Settlement Gresford WRXHMHL004
Moderate Nucleated Settlement Rossett WRXHMHLO002
Moderate Other Settlement Coedpoeth WRXHMHL047
Moderate Other Settlement Llay WRXHMHLO007
Moderate Other Settlement Ruabon-Rhodllanerchrugog WRXHMHL022
Moderate Processing/Manufacturing Wrexham Industrial Estate WRXHMHLO019
Low Woodland Ceiriog Forest WRXHMHL044
Low Woodland Nant y Ffrith WRXHMHLO010
Low Margina Land Vivod Mountain WRXHMHL045
Low Other Settlement Gwersyllt WRXHMHL048
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Historic Landscape Aspect Areas evaluation scores for Wrexham LANDMAP

CPAT Report 1000 March 2009, version 1 — printed 05/07/09, page 6



Wrexham LANDMAP: Historic Landscape Aspect Evaluation, Technical Report

6. REFERENCES

Aberg, A., (ed.), 1978. Medieval Moated Sites, Council for British Archaeology Research Report
17.

Arnold, C J and Davies, JL, 2000. Roman and Early Medieval Wales, Stroud.

Baker, A.R.H & Butler, R.H. (eds), 1973. Studies of Field Systemsin the British Idles,
Cambridge.

Baughan, P.E., 1991. A Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain, Volume 11, North and
Mid Wales, Nairn.

Berry, A. Q., Galge, F., Daniels, J.L. & Allmark, B., 1996. Fenn's and Whixall Mosses, Clwyd
County Council.

Brassl, K., Silvester, R., & Tosteven, P., 1991. An Archaeological Assessment of Fenn's and
Whixall Mosses, Clwyd and Shropshire, CPAT Report 9.

Brown, M. P & Farr, C. A. (eds), 2001. Mercia: An Anglo-Saxon Kingdom in Europe, Leicester
University Press.

Burnham, H, 1995. A Guide to Ancient and Historic Wales: Clwyd and Powys, London HM SO.

Cadw 1995. Clwyd Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in
Wales. Part 1. Parks and Gardens, Cadw/ICOMOS UK.

Cadw 2001. Register of Landscapes of Specia Historic Interest in Wales, CCW/Cadw/ICOMOS
UK.

Cadw 2006, Database of Listed Buildings.

Caseldine, A., 1990. Environmental Archaeology in Wales, St David's University College,
Lampeter.

CCW 2001. The LANDMAP Information System/System Wybodaeth LANDMAP, Countryside
Council for Wales, 2001, version 1.

Charles, B.G., 1938. Non-Cdltic Place-Names in Wales, London.

Cook, H., & Williamson, T., (eds), 1999. Water Management in the English Landscape: Field,
Marsh and Meadow, Edinburgh.

Davies, E., 1929. The Prehistoric and Roman Remains of Denbighshire.
Davies, E., 1949. The Prehistoric and Roman Remains of Flintshire.

Davies, R.R., 1979. Lordship and Society in the March of Wales, 1282-1400.
Davies, R.R., 1987, The Age of Conquest. Wales 1063-1415, Oxford.
Davies, R.R., 1995. Owain Glyn Dwr, Oxford.

Davies, W., 1982. Wales in the Early Middle Ages, Leicester.

Edwards, |., 1987. 'Gazetteer of clayworks in the Ruabon and Wrexham Digtrict', Denbighshire
Historical Society Transactions 36, 71-2.

Emery, G., 1991. Guide to the Maelor Way, Chester.
Frogt, P., 1995, Clwyd Small Enclosures Rapid Survey: project report, CPAT report 127.

CPAT Report 1000 March 2009, version 1 — printed 05/07/09, page 7



Wrexham LANDMAP: Historic Landscape Aspect Evaluation, Technical Report

Gurndl, A.M., Clark, M.J,, Hill, C.T., Donnward, S., Petts, G.E., Scaife, R., & Wainwright, J.,
n.d. The River Dee Meanders (Holt to Worthenbury): a hydrological and geomorphological study,
Geodata I nstitute, Southampton.

Gresham, C.A., 1968. Medieval Stone Carving in North Wales, Cardiff.

Hardy, E. M., 1939. 'Studies of the post-glacia history of British vegetation V. The Shropshire
and Flint Maelor mosses, New Phytologist 38, 364-96.

Hill, D., 1981. An Atlas of Anglo-Saxon England, Oxford.

Hubbard, E., 1986. The Buildings of Wales: Clwyd (Denbighshire and Flintshire),
Harmondsworth.

Jarrett, M G, 1969. The Roman Frontier in Wales, University of Wales Press.

Jones, N.W., 2000. Prehistoric Funerary & Ritual Sites: Flintshire and Wrexham, Clwyd-Powys
Archaeological Trust Report 351.

Jones, N.W, Walters, M and Frost, P, 2005. Mountains and Orefields; metal minesin mid and
north-east Wales, CBA Research Report 142.

King, D. J. C., 1983. Castellaria Anglicanum, London.

Lewis, C.P., 1985. English and Norman Government and Lordship in the Welsh Borders, 1039-97,
Oxford University D Phil thesis.

Lloyd, T., 1986. Lost Houses of Wales.

Longley, D. M. T., 1987. 'Prehistory’, in B. E. Harris (ed.), A History of the County of Cheshire,
Voal. 1, 237-92, Victoria History of the Counties of England, Oxford, 36-114.

MAFF 1985. 'Agricultura Land Classification of England and Wales, Map and Technical Report
No. 11, HM SO, London.

Manley, J, 1990, 'A preliminary survey of some small undated settlements in NE Wales,
Archaeologia Cambrensis 139, 21-55.

Manley, J.F., Grenter, S, & Gale, F., 1991. The Archaeology of Clwyd, Clwyd County Council.

Mercer, W. B., 1963. Agricultural Survey of Cheshire, Royal Agricultural Society of England,
County Agricultural Surveys, 4.

Morgan, P., (ed.), 1978. Domesday Book, Cheshire, Chichester.

Morris-Jones, J. & Parry-Williams, T.H. (eds) 1933. Llawysgrif Hendregadredd, Cardiff.
Musson, C., 1994. Wales from the Air: Patterns of Past and Present, RCAHMW.

Orwin, C.S,, & Orwin, C S, 1967, The Open Fields, 3rd edn, Oxford.

Owen, D.H., 1989. 'The Middle Ages, in D. H. Owen (ed.) 1989, Settlement and Society in
Wales, Cardiff.

Palmer, A.N. & Owen, J.E., 1910. A History of the Ancient Tenures of Land in North Wales and
the Marches, 2nd edn, Wrexham.

Pratt, D., 1964. 'Moated settlementsin Maelor', Journal of the Flintshire Historical Society
Transactions 21, 110-120.

Pratt, D. 1992a. '‘Bangor monastery: deductions and assumptions, Magazine of the Bangor-on-
Dee Local History Society, 9-23.

CPAT Report 1000 March 2009, version 1 — printed 05/07/09, page 8



Wrexham LANDMAP: Historic Landscape Aspect Evaluation, Technical Report

Pratt, D, 1997. The Dissolution of Valle Crucis Abbey, Dragon Local History Series 1, Wrexham.

Pratt, D., 1998. 'Memories of the Wrexham and Ellesmere railway: a persona odyssey. Part 1,
Transactions of the Denbighshire Historical Society 47, 79-102.

Pratt, D., 1999. 'Memories of the Wrexham and Ellesmere railway: a persona odyssey. Part 2/,
Transactions of the Denbighshire Historical Society 48, 95-141.

Pratt, S. & Pratt, D., 2000. A Millennium History of Penley.

Pryce, H., 1992. 'Ecclesiastical wealth in early medieval Wales, in N. Edwards & A. Lane (eds),
The Early Church in Wales and the West, Oxbow Monograph 16, 22-32.

Rackham, O., 1986. The History of the Countryside, London.

Rees, S. E., 1997. 'The historical and cultural importance of ponds and small lakesin Wales, UK,
Aquatic Conservation 7 (1997), 133-9.

Rees, W., 1968. An Historical Atlas of Wales, 3rd edn, London.
Richards, M., Welsh Administrative and Territorial Units, Cardiff.
Rowley, T., (ed) 1981. The Origins of Open-Field Agriculture, London.

Rudeforth, C.C., Hartnup, R., Lea, J. W., Thompson, T. R. E., & Wright, P.S., 1984. Soils
and their Uses in Wales, Bulletin No. 11, Soil Survey of England and Wales, Harpenden.

Sawyer, P.H. & Thacker, A.T., 1987. 'The Cheshire Domesday' in B.E. Harris (ed.), A History of
the County of Cheshire, Vol. 1, 293-333, Victoria History of the Counties of England, Oxford.

Seebohm, F., 1904. The Tribal System in Wales, 2nd edn, London.

Silvester, R.J., 1994. 'Historic settlement surveys in eastern Clwyd', in P. Carrington (ed.), From
Flints to Flower Pots. Current Research in the Dee-Mersey Region, Chester City Council, 63-68.

Silvester, R.J. & Brassil, K.S., 1991. Mineral Workingsin Clwyd and Powys:. An Archaeological
Assessment, CPAT Report 10.

Silvester, R.J., Walters, M, & Wayne, D., 1992. Wrexham Maelor Historic Settlements, CPAT
Report 42.

Silvester, R J, 1999. Welsh Historic Churches Project. The Historic Churches of Flintshire &
Wrexham County Borough, CPAT Report 313.

Silvester, R J, 2005. ‘Deserted rural settlementsin central and north-east Wales', in K Roberts
(ed.), Lost Farmsteads. Deserted Rura Settlements in Wales, CBA Research Report 148, 209-13.

Smith, P., 1988. Houses of the Welsh Countryside.

Soil Survey 1983. 1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales, Sheet 2, Wales, Soil Survey of
England and Wales.

Soulsby, I., 1983. The Towns of Medieval Wales, Chichester.

Spurgeon, C.J., 1981. 'Moated sites in Wales, in F.A. Aberg & A.E. Brown (eds), Medieva
Moated Sites in North-West Europe, British Archaeological Reports, International Series 121.

Sylvester, D., 1969. The Rural Landscape of the Welsh Borderland, A Study in Historical
Geography, London.

Thomas, D., 1962. Bangor Monachorum.
Thomas, D.R., 1906-11. History of the Diocese of St Asaph, 4 vols, 2nd edn.

CPAT Report 1000 March 2009, version 1 — printed 05/07/09, page 9



Wrexham LANDMAP: Historic Landscape Aspect Evaluation, Technical Report

Thomas, G.P.S,, 1985. 'The late Devensian glaciation along the border of northeast Wales,
Geological Journal 20, 319-40.

Tucker, N., 1958. North Wales in the Civil War, Denbigh.

Turner, J., 1965. 'A contribution to the history of forest clearance', Proceedings of the Royal
Society, B 161, 343-54.

Walker, D., 1990. Medieval Wales, Cambridge.

Walker, G., & Richardson, C., 1989, Clwyd Inventory of Ancient Woodlands (Provisional),
Nature Conservancy Council.

WCB 2002. Draft Wrexham LANDMAP 2002, Wrexham County Borough, October 2002.

WCB 2003. Draft Wrexham LANDMAP/Drafft o LANDMAP Wrecsam, Wrexham County
Borough Council, 2003.

Whitelock, D., 1965. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles: A Revised Trandation, London.
Williams, C.R., (ed.),1961. The History of Flintshire, I, Denbigh.

Williams, D H, 1990. Atlas of Cistercian Lands in Wales, Cardiff.

Williams, D H, 2001. The Welsh Cistercians, Leominster.

Williams, E., 1982. Traditional Farm Buildings in North East Wales 1550-1900, National
Museum of Wales.

Williams, S.R., 1997. West Cheshire from the Air: An Archaeological Anthology, Chester City
Council.

Wiliam, E., 1986. The Historical Farmbuildings of Wales.

Wiliam, E., 1988. 'A Welsh cruck barn and the study of vernacular architecture in Britain',
Transactions of the Ancient Monuments Society 32, 140-54.

CPAT Report 1000 March 2009, version 1 — printed 05/07/09, page 10



