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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
The LANDMAP Historic Landscape aspect of the study area identified 151 separate 
aspect areas, ranging in size from 0.2 to 107 square kilometres and representing 10 
different landscape patterns. These 151 areas were examined and each was evaluated 
against five pre-set criteria – Integrity, Survival, Condition, Rarity and Potential - and 
given one of five scores – Unassesed, Low, Moderate, High or Outstanding.  Each set of 
resulting scores were then amalgamated and a overall evaluation score for each area 
obtained.  The distribution of these scores are as follows, 
 
Outstanding  30 (20%) 
High   46 (30%) 
Moderate  44 (29%) 
Low   31 (21%) 
Unassessed    0  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Brecknockshire LANDMAP forms part of an ongoing pan-Wales project of landscape assessment. The 
area studied extends over the whole of Brecknockshire and covers approximately 1780 square kilometres of 
mid Wales. The Historic Landscape Aspect work was undertaken by The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological 
Trust (CPAT) on behalf Powys County Council and the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) in 2003.  
This original study was carried out in accordance with the 2003 LANDMAP methodology which did not 
require the evaluation of aspect areas defined at Level 3 areas.  In order to bring the Historic Landscape 
Aspect into line with other LANDMAP aspects, new guidance allowing for evaluation at Level 3 was 
produced in 2008, and in 2009 CCW issued a series of contracts to evaluate these previously defined areas.  
The evaluation exercise for the Brecknockshire LANDMAP Historic Landscape Aspect was carried out 
between October 2008 and March 2009 by CPAT.   
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 
Overview 
This is an assessment of the intrinsic value of Aspect Area defined in the Brecknockshire LANDMAP. The  
Historic Landscape Aspect criteria for the identification of this intrinsic quality have been adapted from 
those used to evaluate the impacts of development on historic landscapes found in the Guide to Good 
Practice on Using The Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and 
Development Process (known as AISIDOHL2 as of 2007) These are Integrity, Survival, Condition, Rarity 
and Potential.   
 
Using the guidance, each aspect area was assessed against the five criteria and allocated one of four ‘scores’ 
– Low, Moderate, High, Outstanding.  For each assessment criterion, scores of 1-4 were allocated, with 1 
corresponding to Low and 4 to Outstanding, as follows:  
 

Score  Evaluation 
4 Outstanding 
3 High 
2 Moderate 
1 Low 

 
No area was scored as Unassessed. 
 
A total score was then obtained by adding the scores for each criteria and an Overall Evaluation allocated 
according to the following table. 
 

Total Score  Overall 
Evaluation 

17-20 Outstanding 
13-16 High 
9-12 Moderate 
5-8 Low 

  
The Evaluation scores were recorded in the Evaluation Matrix section of the LANDMAP Collector 
database. 
 
Data collection analysis and recording 
Digital mapped sources that were used were the Ordnance Survey (OS) 1:10,000, 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 
raster maps, OS Landline and contour data and latterly OS Mastermap data for the whole of the study area. 
Digitally geo-referenced vertical aerial photography (AP) of Brecknockshire supplied by GetMapping and 
that produced by COWI supplied by CCW, and used under their licence, were also used as a mapping 
source and in addition to this occasional reference was made to editions of early OS mapping. The 
GetMapping and COWI AP data, and oblique aerial photography also proved useful for identifying 
(relatively) current land use, vegetation types and land cover as well as helping to identify the nature of 
many boundary features and therefore for assessing integrity, condition and survival 
 
The primary source of historical and archaeological information was the Historic Environment Record 
(HER), maintained by CPAT. Much of the information in these records is point data, but it also includes 
some polygonal data derived from a number of paper-based sources. These documentary and manuscript 
sources that were consulted included lists of listed buildings, the register of historic parks and gardens, and 
the historic landscapes registers together with the historic landscape characterization reports for The Elan 
Valley, The Middle Wye, The Middle Usk and East Fforest Fawr and Mynydd-y-Glog. 
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Where possible the assembled data were examined and analysed digitally using MapInfo Professional 7.8 
GIS software.  Initial assessments of each aspect area against the five evaluation criteria were made using 
the GIS. A very limited programme of field visiting was undertaken to check decisions taken in the desk-
based assessment, but heavy reliance was also placed on detailed field data collected as part of the various 
Cadw pan-Wales assessment projects undertaken by CPAT over the past 10-15 years.  
 
A database was created in version 5.0.16, 5.0.17 and 5.0.18 of the XML based LANDMAP Collector 
software supplied by CCW. Associated texts were prepared in Word 2000, and submitted as both hard copy 
and Adobe Acrobat (version 9.0) PDF files.  
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3. OVERALL EVALUATION OF HISTORIC LANDSCAPE ASPECT AREAS 
 
The following table summarizes the overall evaluations awarded to Historic Landscape Aspect Areas, in 
line with the LANDMAP 2008 guidance. The derivations of these overall scores can be found for each area 
in the Collector database.   
 
 
OVERALL    LANDSCAPE PATTERN AREA NAME      AREA UID 
EVALUATION         
 
Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Glyntawe BRCKNHL623 
Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes Porthamal BRCKNHL687 

Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Castell Dinas BRCKNHL285 
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Llanddew BRCKNHL694 
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Llanhamlach BRCKNHL857 
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Llechfaen BRCKNHL692 
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Pen-y-crug BRCKNHL541 
Outstanding Regular Fieldscapes Penygaer BRCKNHL385 

Outstanding Other fieldscapes Sennybridge Training Area BRCKNHL204 

Outstanding Woodland Taf Fechan BRCKNHL864 

Outstanding Marginal Land Bannau Brycheiniog BRCKNHL829 
Outstanding Marginal Land Carnau BRCKNHL316 
Outstanding Marginal Land Cnewr BRCKNHL825 
Outstanding Marginal Land Mynydd Bach Trecastell BRCKNHL778 
Outstanding Marginal Land Mynydd Illtud BRCKNHL970 
Outstanding Marginal Land Mynydd Llangynidr BRCKNHL133 

Outstanding Water & Wetland Caban-coch Reservoir BRCKNHL400 
Outstanding Water & Wetland Llangorse Lake BRCKNHL377 

Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Brecon BRCKNHL121 
Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Bronllys BRCKNHL383 
Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Builth Wells BRCKNHL849 
Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Crickhowell BRCKNHL707 
Outstanding Nucleated Settlement Hay BRCKNHL846 

Outstanding Other Settlement Ffawyddog BRCKNHL389 
Outstanding Other Settlement Pontneddfechan BRCKNHL830 

Outstanding Designed Craig-y-Nos BRCKNHL433 
Outstanding Designed Glanusk Park / Gliffaes BRCKNHL484 
Outstanding Designed Llangattock Park BRCKNHL956 
Outstanding Designed Old Gwernyfed BRCKNHL913 
Outstanding Designed Penpont BRCKNHL517 
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OVERALL    LANDSCAPE PATTERN AREA NAME      AREA UID 
EVALUATION         
 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Abergwesyn BRCKNHL147 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Crickadarn BRCKNHL004 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Cwmcrawnon BRCKNHL636 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Dyffryn Irfon BRCKNHL847 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Dyffryn Tawe BRCKNHL735 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Libanus BRCKNHL525 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Maestorglwydd BRCKNHL485 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Rhos Fawr BRCKNHL669 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Trecastell BRCKNHL260 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Upper Chapel BRCKNHL431 
High Irregular Fieldscapes Ystradfellte BRCKNHL798 

High Regular Fieldscapes Aberbran BRCKNHL453 
High Regular Fieldscapes Belfountain BRCKNHL329 
High Regular Fieldscapes Cathedine BRCKNHL172 
High Regular Fieldscapes Cwm-gu BRCKNHL890 
High Regular Fieldscapes Gilestone BRCKNHL492 
High Regular Fieldscapes Great Porthmael BRCKNHL269 
High Regular Fieldscapes Llangoed BRCKNHL742 
High Regular Fieldscapes Llanspyddid BRCKNHL951 
High Regular Fieldscapes Llwynfynwent BRCKNHL600 
High Regular Fieldscapes Pipton BRCKNHL966 
High Regular Fieldscapes Trefecca BRCKNHL611 
High Regular Fieldscapes Vale of Grwyney BRCKNHL176 
High Regular Fieldscapes Ystrad BRCKNHL005 

High Other fieldscapes Cae Garw BRCKNHL107 
High Other fieldscapes Mynydd Bwlch-y-Groes BRCKNHL158 
High Other fieldscapes Pentre Dolau Honddu BRCKNHL335 

High Woodland Blaen Llia BRCKNHL953 
High Woodland Talybont Reservoir BRCKNHL270 

High Marginal Land Black Mountains BRCKNHL642 
High Marginal Land Mynydd Du BRCKNHL595 
High Marginal Land Mynydd Llangorse BRCKNHL567 
High Marginal Land Pant y Llyn BRCKNHL323 

High Water & Wetland Claerwen Reservoir BRCKNHL494 

High Nucleated Settlement  BRCKNHL597 
High Nucleated Settlement Bwlch BRCKNHL298 
High Nucleated Settlement Llangorse BRCKNHL701 
High Nucleated Settlement Llangynidr BRCKNHL183 
High Nucleated Settlement Talgarth BRCKNHL848 

High Other Settlement Llangammarch Wells BRCKNHL520 
High Other Settlement Ystradgynlais / Abercraf BRCKNHL124 

High Extractive Hendre-ladis BRCKNHL248 
High Extractive Pen-wyllt BRCKNHL766 

High Designed Bronllys Hospital BRCKNHL821 
High Designed Buckland BRCKNHL835 
High Designed Ffrwdgrech BRCKNHL903 
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OVERALL    LANDSCAPE PATTERN AREA NAME      AREA UID 
EVALUATION         
 
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Dyffryn Twrch BRCKNHL540 
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Llanerch Cawr BRCKNHL151 
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Llanwrthwl BRCKNHL782 
Moderate Irregular Fieldscapes Vale of Ewyas BRCKNHL990 

Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Brynych BRCKNHL266 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Carnau Gwynion BRCKNHL641 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Dyffryn Hepste BRCKNHL170 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Dyffryn Rhingoll BRCKNHL929 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Farteg BRCKNHL002 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Gilfach BRCKNHL387 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Spite Inn Farm BRCKNHL274 
Moderate Regular Fieldscapes Tirabad BRCKNHL565 

Moderate Other fieldscapes Beili-Richard BRCKNHL001 
Moderate Other fieldscapes Cwm Egnant BRCKNHL787 
Moderate Other fieldscapes Gledgrydd BRCKNHL300 
Moderate Other fieldscapes Sennybridge Training Area BRCKNHL841 

Moderate Woodland Coed Taf Fawr BRCKNHL670 
Moderate Woodland Coed y Rhaiadr BRCKNHL461 
Moderate Woodland Coity BRCKNHL501 
Moderate Woodland Cwm Carneilw BRCKNHL549 
Moderate Woodland Dyffryn Crawnon BRCKNHL708 
Moderate Woodland Fforest Crychan BRCKNHL451 
Moderate Woodland Fforest Irfon BRCKNHL007 
Moderate Woodland Gwaun Hepste BRCKNHL271 
Moderate Woodland Ty Commins BRCKNHL272 
Moderate Woodland Tywi Forest BRCKNHL969 

Moderate Marginal Land Carn Gafallt BRCKNHL006 
Moderate Marginal Land Carreg y Fran BRCKNHL868 
Moderate Marginal Land Cefn Bola-maen BRCKNHL925 
Moderate Marginal Land Cefngwaunhynog BRCKNHL202 
Moderate Marginal Land Llandyfalle Hill BRCKNHL887 
Moderate Marginal Land Mynydd Fforest BRCKNHL142 
Moderate Marginal Land Mynydd Pen-y-fai BRCKNHL426 
Moderate Marginal Land Mynydd Trawsnar BRCKNHL640 
Moderate Marginal Land Tor y Foel BRCKNHL404 
Moderate Marginal Land Twyn Disgwlfa BRCKNHL278 
Moderate Marginal Land Twyn Eithinog BRCKNHL008 

Moderate Water & Wetland Cantref Reservoir BRCKNHL118 
Moderate Water & Wetland Cray Reservoir BRCKNHL253 

Moderate Nucleated Settlement Llangattock BRCKNHL658 
Moderate Nucleated Settlement Sennybidge BRCKNHL495 
Moderate Nucleated Settlement Talybont-on-Usk BRCKNHL654 

Moderate Other Settlement Glangrwyney BRCKNHL256 
Moderate Other Settlement Three Cocks/Aberllynfi BRCKNHL514 
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OVERALL    LANDSCAPE PATTERN AREA NAME      AREA UID 
EVALUATION         
 
Low Irregular Fieldscapes Abercrave Farm BRCKNHL105 
Low Irregular Fieldscapes Coedcae BRCKNHL928 

Low Regular Fieldscapes Graigyrwyddon BRCKNHL445 

Low Other fieldscapes Abererbwll BRCKNHL957 
Low Other fieldscapes Blaen-Yscir-fawr BRCKNHL671 

Low Woodland Allt Aber-bran-fawr BRCKNHL886 
Low Woodland Fforest Crychan BRCKNHL467 
Low Woodland Gierdd Forest BRCKNHL852 
Low Woodland Glasfynydd Forest BRCKNHL727 
Low Woodland Glasfynydd Forest (part) BRCKNHL605 
Low Woodland Halfway Forest BRCKNHL446 
Low Woodland Halfway Forest (part) BRCKNHL784 
Low Woodland Llaneglwys / Ysgwydd Hwch BRCKNHL840 
Low Woodland Mynydd Du Forest BRCKNHL393 
Low Woodland Mynydd Marchywel BRCKNHL397 
Low Woodland Nant Bryn BRCKNHL314 
Low Woodland Nant Pen-rhos BRCKNHL761 
Low Woodland Stockley Wood BRCKNHL288 
Low Woodland Tir y Gof BRCKNHL132 

Low Marginal Land Bryn Nicol BRCKNHL813 
Low Marginal Land Brynhicet BRCKNHL959 
Low Marginal Land Craig-lwyd-fawr BRCKNHL946 
Low Marginal Land Fforest Fach BRCKNHL126 
Low Marginal Land Pennau BRCKNHL003 

Low Water & Wetland Llyn Brianne BRCKNHL125 
Low Water & Wetland Usk Reservoir BRCKNHL576 

Low Other Settlement Coelbren BRCKNHL604 

Low Extractive Abercriban Quarry BRCKNHL750 
Low Extractive Bryn-henllys BRCKNHL753 
Low Extractive Coronation Park BRCKNHL622 
Low Extractive Onllwyn BRCKNHL826 
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Historic Landscape Aspect Areas evaluation scores for Brecknockshire LANDMAP 

o ~ (~) 
• low (31 ) 
• UocIotale ( H ) 
• O!.f".flIing (30) 
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